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Overview  

Oklahoma participates in the Military Skills Test Waiver program, which applies to service 
members who are currently licensed and who are or were employed within the past year (12 
months) in a military position requiring the operation of a military motor vehicle equivalent to a 
Commercial Motor Vehicle (CMV). This waiver allows a qualified service member to apply for 
a Commercial Driver License (CDL) without skills testing. These Standard Operating 
Procedures (SOP) provide instructions on how to process these waivers. 

Purpose 

This SOP provides an overview of the Military Skills Test Waiver program, eligibility and 
document requirements, and step-by-step instructions on how to process the waiver in D360. 

Policy Statement 

These procedures apply only to customers applying for an initial CDL who are eligible for the 
Military Skills Test Waiver program. 

Compliance 

49 CFR § 383.77 – Substitute for driving skills tests for drivers with military CMV experience 

Systems 

D360 – System of record used for issuing CDL and processing waiver. 

Roles 
List the roles and functions of anyone involved in the operations described within this document. 

Role Responsibilities 

Driver License Examiner Processes the transaction and waiver. 

 

 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-III/subchapter-B/part-383/subpart-E/section-383.77
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Procedures 

Service Oklahoma participates in the Military Skills Test Waiver program, administered by the 

Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA), which allows drivers with experience 

operating heavy military vehicles to obtain a CDL without taking the skills (drive) test.  

Military personnel can use the skills test waiver if they are currently licensed AND are or were 

employed within the past year (12 months) in a military position requiring the operation of a 

military motor vehicle representative of the commercial motor vehicle (CMV) type the applicant 

operates or expects to operate, for at least the 2 years immediately preceding separation from 

the military. [49 CFR 383.77(b)(2)(i)(C)] 

NOTE: CDL knowledge (written) tests cannot be waived. The applicant must first pass all the 

knowledge tests required for the class of license and endorsements they are applying for and be 

issued a Commercial Learner Permit (CLP). Once the CLP is issued, they can immediately be 

issued the CDL with the skills test waived. 

The transfer of School Bus (S) and/or Passenger (P) endorsements under this Waiver Program 

are prohibited. Applicants will need to pass the required written and skills tests to add these 

endorsements to their CDL. 

 

Eligibility and Required Documents 

For a customer to be eligible for the Military Skills Test Waiver, they must meet the following 

criteria: 

▪ IF previously employed in the military within the last 12 months, former military position 

must have required the operation of a military vehicle equivalent to the CMV type the 

applicant is applying to operate 

o Applicant must have been employed in this position for at least 2 years prior to 

separation from the military 

▪ OR be currently employed in a military position requiring the operation of a military motor 

vehicle 

▪ Is currently licensed to operate a military vehicle equivalent to a commercial vehicle  

 

For the waiver to be processed, the customer must also present the following documents in 

addition to any other documents required for the transaction: 

▪ Completed “Application for Military Skills Test Waiver”  

▪ Military records showing either current or prior employment within the past year (12 

months) in a military position  

o Position must have required the operation of a military vehicle, equivalent to the 

CMV type the applicant is applying to operate, for at least the 2 years 

immediately preceding separation from the military (see Appendix A for 

examples) 

▪ Valid, current military motor vehicle operator’s ID card (see Appendix B for example) 

o Can also provide training record if this is not available 

https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/sites/fmcsa.dot.gov/files/docs/registration/commercial-drivers-license/696/application-military-skills-test-waiver-41819.pdf
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Processing 

Steps 

1. Collect the required documents from the customer, including the waiver application, 

military records, and military driving credential. 

 

2. Review the provided documentation and verify the eligibility of the customer: 

▪ Make sure that the military records prove that the customer is either currently 

employed or was employed in the past 12 months in a military position that 

required operation of a military vehicle 

▪ Customer must provide a military operator card or training records proving that 

they are currently authorized to operate a military vehicle 

▪ On the waiver application, the customer MUST CHECK “NO” for all boxes under 

“Driver Record Certification” and “YES” for ALL boxes under “Certification of 

Driving Experience” 

▪ Review waiver and compare age of applicant. If waiver has manual transmission 

checked, please get approval from a CDL team member. 

 

3. Before the customer can have their CDL skills test waived and be issued a CDL, they 

must first be issued a CLP. This means passing all the required knowledge (written) tests 

for license and endorsements they are applying for. Process the CLP issuance—for 

further instructions, refer to “B.01 – Commercial Learner Permit (CLP) Issuance” SOP. 

 

NOTE: Applicants are required to pay full fees for the CLP issuance. 

 

 

4. Once the CLP is issued the CLP can immediately be upgraded to a CDL, as the skills 

test will be waived. Process the upgrade—for further instructions, refer to “B.03 – CDL 

Upgrades (CLP to CDL and Class Upgrades)” SOP. 

NOTE: Make sure to waive the fee of the CDL issuance, since the applicant paid the full 

cost when the CLP was issued. 

 

5. On the “Application” tab, one of the questions is “Do you meet the requirements for the 

drive test waiver?” Answer “Yes”. 

 

 

 

6. In the “Scan” tab, scan the military waiver and all documentation provided together as 

one packet, under the “Issuance – Application for Military Skills Test Waiver” tab. 



 

CDL Military Skills Test Waiver – SOP B.08 
Page | 5 

 

 
 

7. On the “Application” tab, one of the questions is “Do you meet the requirements for the 

drive test waiver?” Answer “Yes”. Complete the rest of the application tab. 

 
 

8. In the “Tests” tab, the CDL skills test should appear as WAIVED for the customer. 

Remember that the program does not waive knowledge (written) tests, only skills tests. If 

the skills test still does not appear as waived, go back to the “Scan” tab and verify that 

the waiver application was scanned in, and the information was filled in correctly. 

 

 

9. Process the remaining steps of the CDL issuance. If there are any issues during the 

issuance process, contact a member of the CDL team. 
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Appendix 

Appendix A: Examples of Military Records 
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Appendix B: Example of Military Motor Vehicle ID Card 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


