CONTRACT FOR CHARTER SCHOOL SPONSORSHIP

	This Contract between the Oklahoma Statewide Charter School Board (“SCSB” or “Board” or “Sponsor”) and __________________, the governing authority of the __________________ (“Charter School”), shall set forth the terms and conditions of the sponsorship of the Charter School and shall constitute the Charter of ____________________.

1. RECITALS

1.1	WHEREAS the Oklahoma Legislature has enacted the Oklahoma Charter Schools Act set forth in 70 O.S.Supp.2023, §§ 3-130–3-167;

1.2	WHEREAS the provisions of the Oklahoma Charter Schools Act apply to all charter schools formed and operated in the State of Oklahoma;

1.3	WHEREAS the Board, a state agency established under 70 O.S.Supp.2023, § 3-132.1 has authority to authorize and sponsor charter schools in this state;

1.4	WHEREAS _________________ is the governing authority of the __________________, and its principal place of business is ________________, Oklahoma;

1.5 	WHEREAS the Charter School submitted an Application for Initial Authorization/ Authorization Renewal to the Board on Month DD, YYYY;

1.X	WHEREAS the Charter School’s Application for Initial Authorization was not approved at a regular meeting of the Board on Month DD, YYYY; and the Charter School submitted a Revised Application for Initial Authorization to the Board on Month DD, YYYY;

1.6 	WHEREAS the Charter School’s Revised Application for Initial Authorization/Authorization Renewal was approved at a regular meeting of the Board on Month DD, YYYY in accordance with the requirements of the Oklahoma Charter Schools Act; and

1.7 	In consideration of the foregoing, the Parties enter into this Charter Contract pursuant to the terms and conditions set forth herein.  All attachments and recitals to this contract are incorporated by reference and made a part of this Charter Contract. 

2. DEFINITIONS

2.1	“Applicable law” means all federal and state statutes and rules and regulations applicable to charter schools organized under the Oklahoma Charter Schools Act.

2.2	“Average daily attendance” (“ADA”) and “average daily membership” (“ADM”) shall have the meanings set forth in 70 O.S. § 18-107.

2.3	“Board” or “Sponsor” means the Statewide Charter School Board.

2.4	“Charter Contract” means this contract executed between the Board and the governing authority of the Charter School.

2.5	“Charter school” as used generally herein means a brick-and-mortar or virtual public school authorized or sponsored by the Statewide Charter School Board, a traditional public school district, an institution of higher learning, or tribe. “Charter School” also specifically refers to ____________________ in this Contract.

2.6 	“Educational management organization” means a for-profit or non-profit organization that receives public funds to provide management, administration and/or educational program implementation services for the Charter School.

2.7	“Extracurricular activity” means any student activity, club, organization, meeting or event offered by the Charter School or a vendor providing activities to students enrolled in the Charter School that is attended by students and unrelated to the Charter School’s curriculum-based program of instruction set forth in Section 4 of this contract.

2.8	“Financial records” means all documents in any form relating to the funds of the Charter School, including, but not limited to, all public funds disbursed to the Charter School pursuant to state or federal law. 

2.9	“Full academic year” shall mean a student is enrolled within the first twenty (20) instructional days of the school's instructional year through and including the date of administration of the exam, without an enrollment lapse of ten (10) or more consecutive instructional days.

3.0	“Public school” shall mean a school that is free and supported by public taxation. 

3. GENERAL PROVISIONS

3.1	Authority. The Charter School is authorized by the Sponsor to operate a charter school in accordance with the terms and conditions set forth in this contract, the Oklahoma Charter Schools Act, any applicable statutes or regulations pertaining to charter schools including, but not limited to, all administrative rules of the Statewide Charter School Board, codified in Title 777 of the Oklahoma Administrative Code, and the provisions of the Application for Initial Authorization as approved by the Board. Any act by the Charter School or its governing board that is inconsistent with the terms of this contract or the Oklahoma Charter Schools Act or any applicable statutes or regulations pertaining to charter schools is hereby deemed a material violation of this contract and shall constitute good cause for termination of this Charter Contract and revocation of the charter.  

3.2	Term of the contract. This Charter Contract is effective and enforceable by either party upon its acceptance and approval of both parties. The contract is effective as of July 1, _________ (the “Commencement Date”). The contract term shall be five (5) years from the Commencement Date. OR The contract term shall be six (6) years from the Commencement Date, consisting of a one (1) year planning period and five (5) years of regular operations. The charter contract may be renewed upon Application of the Charter School in accordance with the Oklahoma Charter Schools Act and Statewide Charter School Board administrative rules. Notwithstanding, the Charter School is subject to the Act and the Board’s administrative rules upon approval.

3.3	Operation.  The Charter School agrees that it will begin operations on July 1, ________. OR The Charter School agrees that it will continue operations under this contract term on July 1, _______.

4. CHARTER SCHOOL PROGRAM OF INSTRUCTION

4.1	Description of the program of instruction. The Charter School is authorized to implement the program of instruction, curriculum and other services as specified in the Application, unless otherwise modified by this Charter Contract. 

4.1.1 	Grade levels. The Charter School will provide a comprehensive program of instruction for grades ____________________.  

4.1.2	Change to program of instruction. Any material change to the program of instruction, curriculum and other services specified in the Application or this charter contract requires Sponsor approval prior to the change. 

4.2	Graduation and proficiency-based promotion requirements. As applicable, the Charter School will comply with graduation requirements set forth in 70 O.S. § 11-103.6 and the proficiency-based promotion and student placement requirements set forth in Okla. Admin. Code §210:35-27-2.

4.3	Curriculum. The Charter School shall comply with legislative curriculum requirements, including but not limited to the Strong Readers Act, under title 70, sections 1210.508A through 1210.508J of the Oklahoma Statutes. The Charter School shall provide all enrolled students with sufficient textbooks, workbooks, materials, equipment, and technology necessary to ensure delivery of the Charter School’s program of instruction during every school year of operation during the term of this contract. 

4.3.1	Equipment necessary for special education and students with disabilities. In addition to the materials provided to students in accordance with the provisions of Section 4.3, the Charter School shall provide any additional equipment or technological aids to students with disabilities as necessary to ensure equal access to the Charter School’s program of instruction in accordance with the student’s individualized education plan under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act or Section 504 plan under the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.

4.4	Extracurricular activities. Nothing in this contract shall obligate the Sponsor to provide funding of extracurricular activities to the Charter School unless explicitly required by statute or regulation.  The provisions of Section 8.8.1 of this contract prohibiting the Charter School from charging tuition and/or fees shall not preclude the Charter School from recovering the reasonable costs of extracurricular activities or special events offered pursuant to the provisions of this Section from participating students or their parents/legal guardians, provided that under no circumstance may the Charter School recover an amount in excess of the cost of the activity or event.  Further, a student’s income shall not be used as a basis for determining eligibility of a student to participate in extracurricular activities.

5.  CHARTER SCHOOL OPERATIONS

5.1	Transportation. The Charter School shall provide transportation as dictated by title 70, sections 9-101–9-119 of the Oklahoma Statutes and applicable state and federal laws regarding providing transportation for students with specific needs. 

5.2	Facilities. The Charter School acknowledges that it must maintain a public school administration facility and sufficient school facilities, as applicable, and that the Sponsor is under no obligation to provide facilities, furniture, or other equipment to the Charter School unless and until the parties enter into an agreement to do so.

5.2.1	Inventory. No later than July 1 of each year of operation, the Charter School shall provide the Sponsor with an itemized inventory of all real and personal property leased or purchased with public funds. 

5.2.2	Lease/purchase agreements. The Charter School shall provide the Sponsor with copies of all agreements and/or contracts governing the lease and/or purchase of real property by the Charter School. All agreements shall be in the name of the Charter School, approved by the governing board, and signed by the governing board chairperson or other authorized representative of the Charter School. 

5.2.3	Pricing. Purchases or leases of real property must be for a reasonable amount, taking into consideration the fair market value at the time of purchase or lease for like property.

5.3 	Shared Services Agreements. The governing board of the Charter School may enter into shared service agreements with another school district(s) to share the services of an administrator, teacher, or support service provider, to share equipment or facilities, and/or to share duties or responsibilities required of the school districts of the state. 
	
5.3.1 	Sponsor Approval. Shared service agreements shall be effective only after approval by the Sponsor.

5.3.1.1 Shared service agreements shall include an explanation of the payroll procedure process, including but not limited to an explanation of the calculation of payroll from the shared services employees, how the revenue will be allocated from the school’s general fund to be ultimately paid out to employees, what documentation is to be kept on file by the accounting office, and what potential consequences would come to employees in violation of the policy.

5.3.1.2 Shared service agreements shall include an explanation of the calculation of student enrollment numbers that are used to calculate payroll for employees subject to shared service agreements.

5.3.2	Duration. The duration of a shared service agreement shall be for a term of one (1) year and notice of intent of a school district to withdraw from the shared service agreement must be given no later than March 15 for the ensuing school year. The agreements may be extended for one (1) year terms upon agreement by the parties and submission to the Sponsor annually for approval. The agreement shall also set forth a termination clause allowing either party to terminate the contract.

5.3.3	Specificity requirement. Shared service agreements shall not be blanket agreements for all services, but shall be separate, individualized, and specific agreements for each service/position/duty/equipment/facility sought to be shared.

5.3.4	Proportional responsibility. Shared service agreements shall specifically set forth the financial responsibility of each party, and specific payment terms. Payment for shared services shall be paid by each school in a proportionate manner, without reimbursement, except as set forth in Section 5.3.5. 

5.3.4.1	Calculation. The method of calculating the proportional share to be paid by each school shall be included in the agreement. If the calculation is based upon an enrollment count report that is updated on a recurring basis, the initial report shall be attached to the agreement, and the subsequent reports shall be made available to the sponsor upon request. The shared service calculation shall be based on the separate student enrollment numbers for each school district.

5.3.5	Reimbursement. Reimbursement shall only be allowed for equipment, testing sites, and utilities such as electrical, water, etc. that are unable to be invoiced separately. Reimbursement payments shall be paid on a quarterly basis, at a minimum.

5.3.6	Ownership. For agreements to share property or tangible items, the agreement shall be specific as to ownership and methods to be employed for disposing of property upon partial or complete termination of the agreement.

5.3.7	Benefits. For agreements to share personnel, the agreements shall account for how employees’ benefits shall be paid proportionally by each party.

[bookmark: _Hlk75169936]5.3.8	Certain agreements not allowed. Educational Management Organization contracts shall not be a shared service.

5.3.9	Out-of-state. The Charter School shall not enter into shared service agreements with school districts in states other than Oklahoma.

5.3.10 	Employment contracts. Employment contracts for Charter School employees that will provide shared services shall include provisions for proportional compensation and all related information.

6.  CHARTER SCHOOL MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATION 

6.1 	Governing Board. The governing board of the Charter School shall be responsible for the policies and operational decisions of the Charter School. 

6.1.1	Members. The governing board of the Charter School shall have no less than five (5) members. One (1) of the members shall be a parent, grandparent, or legal guardian of a student currently or previously enrolled in the Charter School. New members of the governing board shall be selected by an interview process conducted by the governing board. Any board member serving on more than one governing board shall abstain from voting on shared services between the charter school and any other school they serve as a board member.

6.1.2	Terms. The members of the governing board of the Charter School shall have specific terms of service set forth in its by-laws. 

6.1.3	Residence. All governing board members shall be residents of the State of Oklahoma.

6.1.4	Meetings. The governing board shall meet no less than ten (10) times a year in a location convenient and open to the public. 

6.1.5	Notification of changes. The Charter School shall notify the Sponsor of any changes in the governing board within five (5) business days of the date of resignation or appointment.  The Charter School shall also keep the Sponsor apprised of the officers of the governing board, and any changes thereto within five (5) business days of the election, appointment or resignation.

6.1.6	Conflicts of interest. The governing board of the Charter School shall be subject to the same conflicts of interest requirements as members of local public school district school boards in the State of Oklahoma, including but not limited to the provisions of title 70, sections 5-113 and 5-124 of the Oklahoma Statutes.

6.1.7	Confidentiality of student records. The Charter School shall comply with all provisions of federal and state law pertaining to parent/legal guardian access to student records and privacy of student records and student data, including but not limited to compliance with all provisions of the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (“FERPA”) and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (“IDEA”).

6.1.8	Instruction and Continuing Education. The governing board of the Charter School shall be subject to the same instruction and continuing education requirements as a member of a local school board set forth in title 70, sections 5-110–5-110.1 of the Oklahoma Statutes.  

6.2	Administration. The Chief Administrative Officer of the Charter School is the Superintendent.  The Superintendent may also be referred to by other titles, including but not limited to “Head of School,” “School Leader,” and “Executive Director.” The duties of the Chief Administrative Officer shall include management and administration of the Charter School. 

6.2.1	Superintendent Training. The Superintendent employed by the Charter School shall attend the Oklahoma State Department of Education’s Superintendent Academy, as described in Okla. Admin. Code § 210:20-21-1, if the individual has not previously served as a public school superintendent in Oklahoma. 

6.2.2	Financial Officer Independence. The individual tasked with primary financial responsibility for the Charter School, such as the Chief Financial Officer or Treasurer, shall be separate and apart from any Educational Management Organization, regardless of title.

6.3	Code of Ethics and Conflicts of Interest Policy.  The Charter School governing board shall develop and approve a Code of Ethics and a Conflict of Interest policy.

6.4 	Educational Management Organization. The governing board may contract with an Educational Management Organization but must retain oversight authority over the Charter School. If the governing board contracts with or otherwise utilizes an Educational Management Organization, the governing board agrees to abide by the following:

6.4.1	The relationship of the Charter School and an Educational Management Organization is that of a customer and vendor contractor. As such, the Charter School and the Educational Management Organization shall be separate entities in all aspects, including but not limited to staffing, organizational management, finances, operations, etc. 

6.4.2	Public school employees shall not report to the Educational Management Organization or an employee of the Educational Management Organization. Employees that report to the Educational Management Organization shall be employees of the Educational Management Organization. 

6.4.3    All funds utilized to operate the Charter School, including but not limited to paying Charter School employees, providing curriculum, technology, supplies and/or extra-curricular activities to students shall be maintained in Charter School accounts and controlled by Charter School employees.

6.4.4	The governing board shall require the Educational Management Organization to report accurate, itemized expenditure information for the goods and services provided by the Educational Management Organization to the Charter School.

6.4.5	All fees charged by the Educational Management Organization shall be clearly stated in the contract with the governing board. 

6.4.6	The governing board shall conduct an annual evaluation of the Educational Management Organization and an annual review of the Educational Management Organization’s operating agreement, and such evaluation and review shall include an annual contract compliance audit.

6.4.7 	The governing board shall have access to Educational Management Organization records necessary to oversee the Educational Management Organization contract.

6.4.8	An employee of the Educational Management Organization for the Charter School shall not sit on the governing board of the Charter School.


7.  FUNDING, MANAGEMENT, AND REPORTING 

7.1	Financial Management. The Charter School shall comply with the same state and federal statutes and regulations relating to reporting requirements, financial audits, audit procedures, and audit requirements applicable to Oklahoma public school districts unless otherwise expressly exempted by statute or regulation.  In addition, the Charter School agrees to meet any additional requirements set forth herein deemed necessary by the Sponsor to ensure proper oversight and management of the Charter School’s use of public funds.  The Charter School shall comply with requests for appropriations, recording, reporting receipt, and expenditures of public funds under state and federal statutes and regulations. Such compliance requirements include, but are not limited to the following provisions:
	
7.2	Fiscal year. The Charter School shall operate on a fiscal year basis.  The Charter School’s fiscal year shall begin July 1 and end on June 30 of the following calendar year.
	
7.3	Indebtedness. The Charter School shall abide by the “pay as you go” fiscal year restrictions applicable to school districts and other political subdivisions set forth under article X, section 26 of the Oklahoma Constitution.

7.4	No authority to bind Sponsor. The terms of this contract shall not be construed as either express or implied authority of the Charter School to extend the faith and credit of the Sponsor or contractually bind the Sponsor to any third person or entity. 
	
7.5	Assets of the Charter School. Pursuant to article X, section 15 of the Oklahoma Constitution, the Charter School shall not apply, hold, credit or extend credit, transfer, or otherwise make use of public funds for any purpose other than operation of the Charter School.

7.5.1	Transfer or sale of real property. No real property obtained by the Charter School with public funds shall be sold, alienated, transferred or otherwise disposed of without prior written consent of the Sponsor.

7.5.2	Prohibition against encumbrance. The Charter School shall not alienate, pledge, or otherwise encumber this Charter, public funds, or assets of the Charter School procured with public funds for the benefit of any individual, or entity, including creditors.
	
7.6	Reporting requirement. The Charter School and governing board shall promptly provide access to any and all records requested by the Sponsor, the State Auditor and Inspector, the State Department of Education, or any other entity allowed by law to request and obtain records.

7.7	Calculation of state aid. State aid funding shall be calculated and disbursed in accordance with the provisions of title 70 of Oklahoma Statutes and applicable administrative rules. The Charter School agrees that it shall maintain accurate and up-to-date records of student attendance and enrollment for all student grade levels and pupil categories. The Charter School further agrees to immediately report any changes as necessary to ensure accurate calculation of state aid in accordance with the requirements and deadlines set forth by title 70, section 18-200.1 of the Oklahoma Statutes and relevant administrative rules. The Charter School shall also be eligible to receive any other federal, state, or local revenues allowed by law. 

7.8	Use of public funds.  The Charter School agrees that any federal, state or local public funds disbursed to the Charter School shall be used solely and exclusively for the benefit of the Charter School, with the exception of reimbursement funds pursuant to a shared service agreement as set forth in Section 5.3 and the corresponding sub-sections. Public funds must stay in a public charter school account until a sufficiently itemized invoice or bill is paid. Detailed records shall be kept by the Charter School of all expenditures of public funds. In addition, records shall be kept of all expenditures of public funds by any entity associated or affiliated with the Charter School. Records shall be promptly provided to the Sponsor upon request.
	
	7.8.1	Spending limitations. The Charter School shall be subject to spending limitations, including, but not limited to, provisions of the Oklahoma Constitution about spending funds from the state, whether received through the State Department of Education or another source.

	7.8.2	Verification of Secured Funding. The Charter School shall provide sufficient evidence of secured funding required prior to school opening. The Sponsor may prohibit the school from opening if sufficient evidence cannot be provided.

7.9	Commingling prohibited.  The Charter School shall not commingle state funds disbursed to the Charter School with the funds of any other person or entity.  The Charter School shall maintain separate and distinct accounting, auditing, budgeting, reporting, and recordkeeping systems for the management and operation of the Charter School.
	
7.10	Fundraising.  Subject to limitations set forth by conflict of interest statutes and administrative rules applicable to the Charter School and its governing board, the Charter School may accept private donations, provided, however, that private donations shall in no way be used either directly or indirectly to affect enrollment decisions or otherwise subvert the Charter School’s policies and procedures pertaining to admission and enrollment.
	
7.11	Prohibition of funding home-schooled students or private school students. Under no circumstances shall the Charter School and/or its program of instruction offered in accordance with this contract be used to provide or otherwise supplement instruction of home-schooled students or students enrolled in private schools or used as a method of generating revenue for students who are being home-schooled or are enrolled in private schools.  

7.11.1 	Part time enrollment.  The Charter School shall implement and enforce policies and procedures prohibiting enrollment of students on a part time basis unless otherwise expressly required by state law for the sole purpose of providing remediation pursuant to the Strong Readers Act, 70 O.S. §§ 1210.508A–1210.520.
	
7.12	Reporting.  The Charter School shall use the Oklahoma Cost Accounting System (“OCAS”) to report financial transactions to the Oklahoma State Department of Education and/or the Sponsor and shall fully comply with all provisions of state law regarding school finance. The Charter School shall comply with all provisions of the School District Transparency Act. If the Charter School utilizes an Educational Management Organization, the expenditures shall be reported through the OCAS system. Financial reporting by the Charter School and the Educational Management Organization shall be itemized by actual costs and not based on percentages or estimates. 

7.12.1	Quarterly financial statement.  In addition to the reporting requirements set forth by state law, regulations of the Oklahoma State Department of Education, and regulations of the Sponsor, the Charter School shall provide the Sponsor with a quarterly financial statement that includes an itemized report of all income and expenses of the Charter School. The financial statement shall include a verification signed by the Charter School’s treasurer or financial officer substantially following the form provided below:

“I hereby certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Oklahoma and the United States of America that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my knowledge as of this ___ day of [month], [year].”

7.12.2	Supporting documentation. The governing board must also provide to the Sponsor all supporting documentation for all expenditures upon request, including but not limited to an itemized invoice clearly describing the item or service purchased, an encumbrance approved by the governing board, a purchase order, and proof of payment by warrant or check for each expenditure. 

7.12.3 Annual budget, amendments, and reporting. The Charter School shall submit its annual budget to the Sponsor no later than July 31 of each year. All budget amendments shall be submitted within ten (10) business days of being approved by the Charter School’s governing board.

7.13	Annual audit. The Charter School shall ensure that an annual audit is conducted of the financial operations of the Charter School in accordance with the requirements of the Oklahoma Public School Audit law in title 70, section 22-103 of the Oklahoma Statutes and related administrative rules.  Any expense of the audit shall be borne by the Charter School.  The Charter School shall submit the audit to the Board in accordance with title 777 of the Oklahoma Administrative Code. The Sponsor may require the Charter School to present the audit at a regular or special meeting of the Board.  

7.13.1	Nothing prevents the Charter School from changing audit firms during the five-year period if the Charter School finds it necessary or beneficial to its operations.

7.13.2	The Charter School shall be subject to requests for audit by the State Auditor’s Office and shall cooperate fully in all aspects of any request made pursuant to such audits.
	
7.13.3 The Charter School shall be subject to compliance audits conducted by the Sponsor at any time during the charter contract term.

7.14	Recordkeeping.  The Charter School and its governing board shall maintain all financial records necessary to demonstrate compliance with the provisions of this contract, the Charter School Act, and to conduct the annual financial audits required by the Oklahoma Public School Audit law. All records pertaining to finances and accounting of Charter School funds shall be maintained for at least five (5) years from the ending date of the latest fiscal year(s) to which the record relates. The Sponsor shall have access to all financial records pertaining to the Charter School.

7.15	Access to records.  The Sponsor shall have access to all Charter School records related in any respect to Sponsor oversight or use of public funds including, but not limited to, financial records of the Educational Management Organization. The Charter School shall provide any requested access to the Sponsor upon request. Any request for records submitted by the Sponsor to the Charter School shall be fulfilled within ten (10) calendar days of the request.

7.16	Financial employees.	 The Charter School shall employ or contract with an individual tasked with primary financial responsibility, such as Chief Financial Officer or Treasurer, that regardless of title, works only for the Charter School and is separate and apart from any Educational Management Organization. This individual may be subject to a shared service agreement only if approved by the Sponsor. The Charter School shall employ or contract with its own encumbrance clerk(s) that works only for the Charter School and is separate and apart from any Educational Management Organization. This individual may be subject to a shared service agreement only if approved by the Sponsor.

7.16.1	Access to public funding. Only public employees shall have access to Charter School bank accounts and any other account that is used for the operation of the school. 

7.17	Minimum requirement for financial policy and procedure. The policies and procedures for the Charter School shall include at a minimum:

7.17.1 An explanation of the specific OCAS-compliant accounting system used for the school;

7.17.2 An explanation of the responsibilities of the chief financial officer, other financial employees, and the encumbrance clerk(s);

7.17.3 An explanation of the purchasing process including, but not limited to, the procedure from open to close of purchase orders, explaining what documentation is to be kept on file, what software systems are to be used, which employees are responsible at each point in the process, and what potential consequences would come to employees in violation of the policy;

7.17.4 A requirement that the encumbrance clerk must have all supporting documentation on file for purchase orders and invoices, based on the expenditure/procurement procedures approved by the governing board, prior to issuing payment;

7.17.5 A policy for purchase order change orders indicating a threshold amount that may be approved by the Superintendent or designee and those that would require governing board approval; and

7.17.6 A requirement that any changes to the financial policy(ies) or procedure(s) must be approved by the governing board of the Charter School.
	
8. COMPLIANCE WITH THE OKLAHOMA CHARTER SCHOOLS ACT 
	
8.1	General. The Charter School agrees to comply with all federal, state and local statutes and regulations relating to health, safety, civil rights and insurance.  Pursuant to 70 O.S. §3-136(A)(1), the Charter School shall be exempt from all statutes and rules relating to schools, boards of education, and school districts except as provided for in the Oklahoma Charter Schools Act, the Statewide Charter School Board administrative rules, and the mutually agreed upon requirements laid out in this Contract.
	
8.2	Prohibition of religious affiliation. Except as permitted by applicable law, the Charter School shall be nonsectarian in its programs, admission policies, employment practices, and all other operations. 
	
8.3	Accountability and assessment. The Charter School shall comply with all federal and state statutes and regulations pertaining to accountability and assessment of its students including, but not limited to, the following:

8.3.1	The Charter School shall participate in all state testing required by the Oklahoma School Testing Program Act and accompanying Oklahoma State Department of Education regulations, including, but not limited to, testing required by the Strong Readers Act, under title 70, section 1210.508C of the Oklahoma Statutes.  The Charter School shall ensure that the number and/or percentages of students assessed meet the requirements of state and federal law and regulations. The Charter School shall provide the Sponsor with the district, school and grade level results of state assessments as provided by the Oklahoma State Department of Education.  In addition, the Charter School should monitor student progress through nationally-normed internal assessments as outlined in title 777 of the Oklahoma Administrative Code. Student data shall be provided at the request of the Sponsor.

8.3.2	The Charter School shall comply with all requirements for timely reporting of student test results to which Oklahoma public school districts are bound, including, but not limited to the provisions of title 70, section 1210.545 of the Oklahoma Statutes.

8.3.3	The Charter School shall timely provide all necessary accountability and assessment data to the Oklahoma State Department of Education as requested and in accordance with the deadlines established by the Oklahoma State Department of Education.

8.4	Performance Framework. The Performance Framework set forth in Okla. Admin. Code § 777:10-3-4 will be used to assess the Charter School’s ability to operate in the areas of academic, financial and organizational capacities. The Sponsor shall evaluate the Charter School under the Performance Framework annually and present results of the evaluation to the governing board of the Charter School and the governing board of the Sponsor in an open meeting.

8.4.1	Board data submission. The Charter School agrees to participate in the Sponsor’s data collection program for submitting school data as required by Okla. Admin. Code § 777:10-3-4 and submit all requested documentation by the required due dates.

8.5 	Plan of Improvement. Schools with a score that does not meet or exceed the academic standards of the Performance Framework or present the Board substantial financial or legal concerns shall develop, implement, and complete a plan for improvement comprised of action items that reflect clear progress benchmarks to track performance over time with phased indicators to guide development.

8.5.1	The plan for improvement shall include, but is not limited to, a needs assessment, measurable goals, evidence-based practices and interventions, an implementation plan that includes task(s), person(s) responsible, and timeline(s), and the regular collection and analysis of data to track progress toward the set goals;

8.5.2	If the school cannot provide evidence of improvement or shows a multi-year decline in academic performance, financial or organizational stability shall be subject to a continuous plan of improvement subject to escalation through the tiered school oversight process; and

8.5.3	In the event a school does not comply with a required plan of improvement, the Board reserves the right to pursue school closure according to the provisions of this code when the Board’s judgment concludes the school has not met progress goals.

8.6	Students with disabilities. The Charter School shall comply with all federal and state laws relating to the education of children with disabilities in the same manner as an Oklahoma public school district including, but not limited to: The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (“IDEA”), 20 U.S.C. §§ 1400–1482; Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973[29 U.S.C. § 794]; Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act; and Policies and Procedures of the Oklahoma State Department of Education for Special Education in Oklahoma.

8.7	English language learners.  The Charter School shall comply with all federal and state laws pertaining to the education of students identified as Limited English Proficient and/or English Language Learners, including but not limited to ensuring equal access to the Charter School’s program of instruction and related educational services in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and accompanying regulations.  

8.8	Admission, attendance, and enrollment. The Charter School shall ensure that no student shall be denied admission to the Charter School on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, disability, age, proficiency in the English language, religious preference or lack thereof, income, aptitude or academic ability.  

8.8.1	Tuition and fees. The Charter School shall be as equally free and open to all students as traditional public school. The Charter School agrees that students and/or parents/legal guardians of students shall not be charged tuition or fees. The prohibition against charging tuition or fees applies to any attempt by the school, the governing board of the school, or employees or contractors of the school, directly or indirectly, to recover costs of offering curriculum-based programs of instruction and related services to students.

8.8.2	Admission by lottery. In the event the Charter School is required to implement a lottery selection process due to a limitation in enrollment capacity, the Charter School shall provide the Sponsor with an opportunity to have a representative present to monitor and/or observe the lottery proceedings. The Charter School shall provide the Sponsor with notification of the date, time, and location of the lottery no later than five (5) business days prior to the date of the lottery or any related meetings.

[bookmark: _Hlk193975102]8.8.3	Verification of residency. The Charter School agrees that enrollment in the Charter School shall be open to any student who is considered a resident of the State of Oklahoma OR based upon the school’s governing board policy regarding admissions in alignment with state law and who is eligible by age or grade to enroll in the Charter School’s program of instruction.  The Charter School shall not enroll any student who is not a legal resident of the State of Oklahoma and shall ensure that verification of residency, enrollment of students, and admission of students is conducted in accordance with the policies and procedures of the Charter School. Such policies and procedures shall include a requirement that the parent/legal guardian of a prospective student sign a form verifying the student’s legal address and the accuracy of the information provided in the enrollment application. The form shall also include an acknowledgement that the student is being enrolled in a public school.

8.8.4	Student support. During each school year of operation, the Charter School shall have a teacher(s) assigned to each student to provide meaningful student interaction and timely and frequent feedback that is highly individualized and detailed to achieve continued student progress. If applicable, in addition to the classroom teacher, support services required for student success in online education (i.e. tutors, mentors, and technical assistance) shall be provided.

8.8.5	Student attendance. The Charter School shall establish a system of accurate logging and recording of student participation in instruction as necessary to monitor and report compliance with the compulsory student attendance provisions of article XIII, section 4 of the Oklahoma Constitution; title 70, sections 3-145.8 and 10-105 of the Oklahoma Statutes; and State Department of Education administrative rules.

8.8.5.1	Attendance Officer. The Charter School agrees that it will designate an attendance officer as necessary to ensure the Charter School’s compliance with all compulsory attendance laws and ensure accurate recording, maintenance, and reporting of student attendance as required by Oklahoma law.

8.8.6	State records system. The Charter School agrees to participate in the state student records system as required by title 70, section 3-160 of the Oklahoma Statutes.

8.8.7	Transcripts and other student records. If applicable, the Charter School agrees to transcript for each student, at a minimum, the six classes in which the student is enrolled per semester, grade point averages, and/or class rank. Report cards, promotion, and matriculation records should be kept for applicable grades. All student grades should be promptly recorded in the student records of the school. 

8.9	School year. The Charter School shall provide instruction each school year for at least the number of school days or hours required by Oklahoma law under title 70, sections 1-109 and 1-111(A). In the event an emergency, such as severe weather, interferes with the delivery of the program of instruction, student attendance and/or cancellation of school programs or activities, the instruction shall be conducted in accordance with the Charter School’s emergency policies and procedures.  

8.10	Student conduct and discipline. The Charter School shall comply with the student suspension requirements set forth in title 70, section 24-101.3 of the Oklahoma Statutes, and in accordance with the Charter School’s student conduct, discipline, and due process policies and procedures.

8.11	Employees. The Charter School shall ensure that employment of the Charter School’s personnel is conducted in accordance with all state and federal statutes pertaining to labor and employment, unemployment compensation and worker’s compensation, and withholding and reporting of employee wages. In addition, the Charter School shall ensure that employment is conducted in accordance with the Charter School’s personnel policies and procedures.

8.11.1	Oklahoma Teachers’ Retirement System. If the Charter School elects to participate in the Oklahoma Teachers’ Retirement System (“OTRS”), the Charter School agrees that it will fully comply with all statutes and regulations governing the OTRS.

8.11.2	Employment Contracts. The Charter School’s contracts for services with teachers and school personnel shall comply with the requirements of title 70, section 3-135(B) of the Oklahoma Statutes.  

8.11.3	Disclosures. Upon contracting with any teacher or other personnel, the governing board of the Charter School shall, in writing, disclose employment rights of the employees in the event the Charter School closes or is not renewed.

8.11.4	Instructional personnel. The Charter School agrees that all individuals employed to teach students shall be qualified as required by applicable law.  

8.11.5	Background checks. The Charter School shall comply with the provisions of state law pertaining to background checks of school district employees.

8.11.6	Health and Related Insurance Programs. The Charter School may participate in all health and related insurance programs available to employees of a public school district. 

8.12	Open Meeting Act and Open Records Act. The Charter School and its governing board shall comply with all provisions of the Oklahoma Open Meeting Act, 25 O.S. §§ 301–314, and the Oklahoma Open Records Act, 51 O.S. §§ 24A.1–24A.34.

8.13	Contracts. Pursuant to title 70, section 3-136(D) of the Oklahoma Statutes, the Charter School may enter into contracts, sue and be sued.

8.14	Disposition of property. Within sixty (60) days of the date of school closure, or upon failure of the Charter School to continue operations, all real and personal property obtained by the Charter School with public funds shall revert to the State of Oklahoma, and the Charter School shall ensure execution of any title documents necessary to ensure legal title of such property is transferred to the State.  The Sponsor shall not be responsible for any of the Charter School’s non-payable warrants, certificates of indebtedness, or financial obligations related to the operation of the Charter School.

8.15	Inspection. The Charter School agrees to permit inspections of the Charter School facilities by the Sponsor, State Department of Education and the State Auditor and Inspector as necessary to ensure compliance with the provisions of this contract and applicable state and federal law.  Further, the Charter School agrees to respond to requests for documentation or other records by the Sponsor, State Department of Education, or State Auditor and Inspector to ensure compliance with the provisions of this contract and applicable state and federal law. Requests for records from the Sponsor, State Department of Education, or State Auditor and Inspector shall be fulfilled in the manner prescribed under Section 7.15 of this Contract.

8.16	Role of the Sponsor. The Sponsor shall authorize, oversee, and sponsor the Charter School.

8.16.1	Duties of the Sponsor. In accordance with title 70 of Oklahoma Statutes, the Sponsor shall oversee the operations of the Charter School and establish rules, policies, and procedures required to operate charter schools and ensure free appropriate public education and related services are provided to charter school students across the state in a safe, consistent, effective, and appropriate manner. The Sponsor shall comply with its specific responsibilities provided in the Charter School Act.

8.16.2	Operation of the Sponsor. The Sponsor shall comply with the policies and procedures codified in title 777 of the Oklahoma Administrative Code.

9.  ASSUMPTION OF LIABILITY

9.1	Liability. The Charter School and the Sponsor agree that neither party agrees to indemnify or hold harmless the other party with regard to any loss, damage, or claims arising out of this contract or the operation of the Charter School, unless expressly provided elsewhere in this contract or as expressly allowed by state or federal law.

9.2 	Insurance. The Charter School shall be considered an Oklahoma public school district for purposes of the Oklahoma Governmental Tort Claims Act.

9.2.1	Verification of Insurance. Prior to commencing operations of the Charter School for the school years set forth in this contract and on an annual basis thereafter, the Charter School shall provide the Sponsor with copies of certificates of insurance proving that the Charter School maintains public liability insurance equal to or greater than the limits of liability required in the Oklahoma Governmental Tort Claims Act, 51 O.S. §§ 151–200.  In addition, the Charter School shall provide the Sponsor with copies of certificates of insurance and any other documentation required by the Sponsor, proving that the Charter School maintains sufficient property and casualty insurance to cover the value of all property of the Charter School purchased using state, federal or local funds.  The Board or Oklahoma State Department of Education may not disburse state aid funds to the Charter School unless and until compliance with the requirements of this Section have been met.

10.  MODIFICATION, RENEWAL, AND TERMINATION

10.1	Modification/Amendment of contract for sponsorship. All modifications or amendments to the Charter School contract shall require valid written approval by a majority of both the governing board of the Charter School and of the Sponsor.  The modification or amendment shall be documented in writing and include the minutes of the board meetings in which the modification or amendment was approved.  Failure by the parties to agree on modified or amended terms shall not constitute a basis for invoking rights to dispute resolution, arbitration, or mediation as set forth under the Oklahoma Charter Schools Act.

10.2	Renewal of Contract. Renewal of this contract shall be conducted in accordance with the provisions of title 70, section 3-137(C) of the Oklahoma Statutes and the Board’s administrative rules in effect as of the date of receipt of the Charter School’s Application.

10.3	Termination of the Contract. Termination of this contract shall be conducted in accordance with the provisions of title 70, section 3-137(F) of the Oklahoma Statutes and the Board’s administrative rules in effect as of the date the Sponsor’s notification of intent to terminate is received by the Charter School. All costs resulting from any termination of this contract shall be the sole responsibility of the Charter School.

10.4	Prohibition of assignment. The Charter School’s obligations under this contract may not be assigned, delegated, subcontracted, transferred to, or assumed by any other person or entity, provided that the Charter School may contract with individuals or entities for services necessary to assist the Charter School in fulfilling its obligations under this contract.

11.  MISCELLANEOUS

11.1	Superseding law. In the event of any conflict between the terms of this contract and provisions of state or federal statutes or regulations applicable to charter schools and in effect at any time during the term of this contract, the terms of this contract shall be deemed superseded by the conflicting statutes, regulations, or administrative rules only to the extent a conflict exists. 

11.2	Entire Agreement. The parties agree that this contract, including all attachments and terms and provisions incorporated by reference, contains the entire agreement between the parties.  All prior representations, understandings, and discussions between the parties are merged into, superseded by, and canceled by this contract.

11.2.1	Construction. This contract has been prepared jointly by the parties and shall not be construed more or less favorably with respect to either party. 

11.3	Choice of Law. This contract shall be interpreted and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of Oklahoma, without giving effect to any rule or provision governing choice of law or conflict of laws that would otherwise result in application of the laws of any jurisdiction other than the State of Oklahoma to govern the dispute.

11.4	Jurisdiction and Venue. Any claims arising from the terms and provisions of this contract shall only be brought in the District Court of Oklahoma County.

11.5	Severability. In the event a court of competent jurisdiction issues a determination declaring any term or provision of this contract to be void, invalid, or unenforceable, the remaining terms and provisions of this contract shall remain in full force and effect.

11.6	No waiver of breach. The parties agree that neither express nor implied consent to any breach of any terms, warranties, or covenants of this contract shall waive any succeeding or other breach.

11.7	Duty to Notify. The governing board of the Charter School shall notify the Sponsor within ten (10) business days in the instance of any significant adverse action, material finding of noncompliance, or pending actions, claims, or proceedings in this state relating to the Charter School, or an educational management organization with which the Charter School has a contract. 

11.8	Notice. All notices required by the provisions of this contract shall be delivered to the address of record for the party.  The parties shall be notified of any change in address of record of the other party within five (5) business days of the date of the change in address.  The address of record for the parties shall be as follows:

[bookmark: _Hlk519350203]		Notice to the Charter School:	School Name
Contact Name
							Address
							City, OK Zip

		
Notice to the Sponsor:		Statewide Charter School Board
							M.C. Connors Building
2501 N. Lincoln Blvd. Suite 201
Oklahoma City, OK  73105

11.9	Incorporation.  The Charter School’s Revised Application for Initial Authorization/Authorization Renewal and accompanying documents approved by the Board on Month DD, YYYY, are hereby incorporated by reference.  In the event of a conflict between the terms of this contract and the approved terms in the Charter School’s Revised Application for Initial Authorization/Authorization Renewal, the terms of this contract shall supersede.

12.  WARRANTIES AND COVENANTS

12.1	The Charter School warrants that it has not entered into an employment contract with any teacher or other personnel prior to the execution of this contract except as otherwise disclosed to the Sponsor.

12.2	The Charter School warrants that it is not affiliated with a nonpublic sectarian school or religious institution.

12.3	The Charter School warrants that it is not chartered for the purpose of offering a curriculum for deaf or blind students that is the same or similar to the curriculum being provided by or for the education of deaf or blind students that are being served by the Oklahoma School for the Blind or the Oklahoma School for the Deaf.

12.4	The Charter School warrants that it shall not be used by the governing board or any other entity as a method of generating revenue for students who are being home schooled or in private school and are not being educated by the Charter School.

12.5	The Charter School warrants that it has not and will not make any attempt to levy taxes or issue bonds except as may be allowed by law.

12.6	The Charter School warrants that there is no current, pending, threatened, or anticipated litigation as of the date of the execution of this contract that could reasonably be foreseen to limit or otherwise adversely impact the operations of the Charter School or the governing board of the Charter School or the ability of the parties to discharge their duties under this contract.

12.7	The individual(s) signing this contract on behalf of the Charter School warrant and represent that they are authorized to execute this instrument on behalf of the Charter School.

13. CONDITIONS
	The SCSB approved the following mandatory conditions at its properly noticed regularly scheduled meeting on Day, Month DD, YYYY, for implementation by the Charter School’s governing board no later than Month DD, YYYY:
13.1	The Charter School shall resolve all weaknesses related to …;
13.2	The Charter School shall correct ….
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