
f 

important Facts About £and Descrtptions 

WHAT IS A LAND DESCRIPTION? 

A land dNcttpllon la a dHerlptlon of a trael of land In legally acci,plable terms, so as to show uac:lly whtr, II ls loc:ated and how many acrn II cont1ln1. 
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TABLE OF LAND MEASUREMENTS 

LINEARMEA 

LEGAL PLAT OF SICTIONIZED 
AND NUIIMAIEO TOWNSHIP WITH 
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TIit ayateM of the U.S. land Sur,ey It 
c1r109rec,IIIC11ll1 ,epre111111d by IIHI nlll• 
nlng 1111 and WIii 811d IIOlfl and -"'· 
T,,, .. lillll are ti• 11111• apart 1111d Ill tllil 
Manner 10,111 ICIU■rN C011Ullnl119 311 IClu■tl 
MIIH MO'#II H CClflS'.-ional towllthlpt. 
Tlllt ·�··"' or .UM)' ., ..... ftOlft Ille Ill• 
tertacllon of •• pflnclpll ineridian •nd 
bH• tine. 
TIit IIUlllbl,. .,.,111111 from each lnt■tMC· 
lion ol • blll line Md • p,lnclpll -rl• 
dltn. lnc,.alng _.,. or north elont11 ltla 
merlcll1111 .,. called towflllltp IIUIIINII. 
and ltl- tolnt ••t and w,11 1I01111 111, 
ll■M liMI .,. ltnown •• range lllllftbert. 
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Diagram showing typical division 

of tract into Townships 

QUARE MEA URE 

1 Inc .......... ............ 0833 1t 1/21881 ....................... 1 144 sq. In ..................... 1 1q. II. 
43580 aq. ft. ................... 1 IIC19 7.t2 lnchN ..................... 1 link 5 112 yarda ...................... 1 rod 

12 lnchN ...................... 1 toot 4 rodl ........................ 100 llnkl 
1 vara. ...................... 33 Inches 641 taet ............. M .......... 1 chain 
2 3/4 INt ........................ 1 vara IO chaln1 ....................... 1 mllo 
3 fNl ............................. 1 yard 320 rodl ......................... 1 mll• 
25 llnkl ................... 16112 loot 8000 llnkl ...................... 1 mll• 
25 llnka ............................ 1 rod 5280 fNt ........................ 1 mlle 
100 llnk1 ...................... 1 chain 17&0 yarcfs ..................... 1 mile 

In llO!Wlldllllglllar land descriptions. dlsllinc:e Is U$ualy dasctlbed In terms ol ellh« INI 
or rods. ( this Is especially lrue In •u�lng today), and squa,o _ur, rn tenns ol ec:res. 
Suc:h cklscrlpllons are callad Meles and Bounds descr1pllans and be explalnad fn delall 
later. 

9 sq. ft ••••••• : ................ 1 aq. yd. 
30 114 sq. yda ........... 1 sq. rod 
16 sq. roda ............ 1 sq. chain 
1 1q. rod ........... .272 114 sq. ft. 
1 1q. chaln ............ 43541 sq. ft. 
1 o sq. chaln1 ................ 1 ac,e 
1IO sq. rod1 .................. 1 acre 
4840 aq. yds .................. 1 acr. 

l40 acraa ................. t aq. mlle 
1 aq. mlle ................. :1 Nellon 
311q. mllff .......... 1 townehlp 
8 mlln aq ............. 1 townehlp 
20I ft. lln. aq ................ 1 KfW 
80 rodl tq ................. 40 ac:r. 
1eoroc1,1q ............. 110acraa 

In rectangular land descrlpllons. square measure Is again In 1erms ol acres, ancl the loca· 
!Ion ol lhe land In such terms Nt/2 (nonh on•hall). SE 114 ( SOUlh 111151 on•Jour1h 01' 
qUlllltl', etc. as shown In Figures 2. 3, 4, and 5. 
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