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OUBCC AHCDTC PROPOSAL 

SINGLE STAIRWAYS – IBC CODE PROPOSAL E24-24 

The International Building Code (IBC) has approved new language addressing Single Stairway design provisions, 

following action at the ICC Code Hearings held last week. The approved proposal, below: E24-24 (attached), will next 

proceed to Online Governmental Consensus Voting, where approval is anticipated. 

The Oklahoma Fire Sprinkler Association (OFSA) and the Oklahoma Burglar and Fire Alarm Association 

strongly support the adoption of E24-24 and respectfully urge the Oklahoma Uniform Building Code Commission 

(OUBCC) to include this provision in its 2027 Affordable Housing Code Recommendations. 

IBC Code Proposal E24-24 

 



Justification and Supporting Information 

Affordable and “connected” housing—whether constructed above, below, or adjacent to other dwelling units—

presents unique life-safety challenges due to increased occupant density and varied occupant behaviors. These 

conditions elevate risk and demand proven, reliable life-safety strategies. 

The attached proposal represents newly approved IBC language that permits the use of Single Stairways in R-2 

occupancies while incorporating best-practice safety measures, including: 

• Automatic fire sprinkler systems 

• Enhanced fire alarm and notification systems 

• Two-hour fire-rated exit enclosures 

These coordinated protections significantly enhance occupant safety while supporting innovative and cost-effective 

housing solutions. Adoption of this provision will allow Oklahoma to align with the latest national safety standards 

while advancing the development of safe, affordable housing statewide. 

 

 



From Pew report (numbers are reference citations): 
  
Dollar cost estimate 
The dollar cost of an additional stairway can be difficult to estimate, given that it is not included as a 
distinct line item (such as an elevator or air conditioning system) built by a specific trade. Still, various 
sources have made estimates of its cost. On the most basic level, a second stairway requires a number 
of different items: The stairway itself, railings, an enclosure (assuming the stairway is indoors, which is 
usually the case), doors to the corridor on each landing, lighting and electrical connections, and fire 
sprinklers are typical elements included in hard costs. (There would also be soft costs like the architect’s 
fee and construction financing, and potentially land costs to accommodate the second stairway, 
depending on the site. These costs may scale with hard costs but are beyond the scope of this analysis. 
Soft costs—which do not include land—generally total about 15% to 25% of hard costs.)53 
  
In preparing this report, researchers from The Pew Charitable Trusts and the Center for Building North 
America obtained estimates of stairway costs from contractors and independent construction cost 
estimators. Estimates for building an interior stairway for a six-story multifamily apartment building in 
the southeastern United States ranged from $190,000 to $380,000; a quote for a four-story building 
came in at $228,000.54 This six-figure cost might be a minor expense in a large building where a single-
stair configuration would not be appropriate anyway. But for small buildings, it may matter a great deal. 
Consider a hypothetical six-story building with 2,000 square feet of area per floor, which would cost 
about $250 per square foot to build (or $3 million total).55 The cost of the second staircase for this 
building amounts to a meaningful 6% to 13% of total hard costs.56 
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