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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Press Release #007-24 

I-44/H.E. Bailey Turnpike speed limit increases to 80 mph Thursday 
between Chickasha and Lawton 

Oklahoma Turnpike Authority maintenance crews installed new signage Thursday raising the speed 
limit to 80 mph along a 59-mile portion of the I-44/H.E. Bailey Turnpike between Chickasha and Lawton 
in Comanche, Caddo and Grady counties. 

This increase from 75 mph to 80 mph was approved in April 2023 by OTA's Board. The I-44/H.E. Bailey 
Turnpike is 86.4 miles long extending between Oklahoma City to US-70 near Wichita Falls and sees an 
average daily traffic count of 23,164 vehicles per day. The section of the I-44/H.E. Bailey between 
Newcastle and Chickasha was signed for 80 mph in summer 2020. The section of the I-44/H.E. Bailey 
between Lawton and the Texas state line will remain posted at 75 mph at this time. 

"We want to remind motorists to always drive for conditions as the posted, black and white speed limit 
signage designates the top speed safe to travel during good conditions. If inclement weather strikes, 
motorists are cautioned to slow down and drive at the speed safest for conditions at the time," OTA 
Deputy Director T.J. Dill said. 

OTA invested $34 million in H.E. Bailey Turnpike improvements in the past two years with capital 
improvement projects. 

While motorists may drive up to 80 mph in this section now, there are two work zones with reduced 
speed limits expected to start this summer between Fletcher and Newcastle:  

• A nearly $9 million shoulder and guardrail reconstruction project between just northwest of SH-
92 to just northwest of the H.E. Bailey Spur/SH-4 southeast of Newcastle is expected to start by 
late summer 2024. 

• A $9.2 million shoulder and guardrail reconstruction project between County Rd. 2700 to Pikes 
Peak Rd. (mm 62-78) south of Chickasha is expected to begin in mid-summer 2024. 

Future projects include pavement reconstruction, shoulder and guardrail reconstruction and more 
totaling an estimated $81 million in 2024-2028 of OTA’s capital projects plan. 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__lnks.gd_l_eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..4QXOvDYtKMGWzXITMuXQl4iTBX8udrBQu15F2CoHmvg_s_3033421076_br_238619085573-2Dl&d=DwMFAw&c=3XJJEjrE4ott1LzosDfEnaL2F7VcAL3861Jbwm2SH8Y&r=zWN7Vhr4bBm8C7zairIDBeH6P4IntENmzZVbTVtEMbk&m=wGeUdYE-DlfcRN-YGXS39tAEk0MiMioW2b-i5ClLTo1DY0VfbubNi6d00oOlcHfY&s=-8sVULl9qes63l1rTmsQRnrqkIEU2BtFQhWR58ANsII&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__lnks.gd_l_eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..TQcYELWv-2D-2D79V-5FeyP-2D0-2D-2DIZlMfTjghSzs6bcE7xPQEc_s_3033421076_br_238619085573-2Dl&d=DwMFAw&c=3XJJEjrE4ott1LzosDfEnaL2F7VcAL3861Jbwm2SH8Y&r=zWN7Vhr4bBm8C7zairIDBeH6P4IntENmzZVbTVtEMbk&m=wGeUdYE-DlfcRN-YGXS39tAEk0MiMioW2b-i5ClLTo1DY0VfbubNi6d00oOlcHfY&s=_Z57iz8nKFJ0S3sCbGOhLRWab0FRdyat03IJgf4bZAM&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__lnks.gd_l_eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAxMDEuNTExMTMyMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2xua3MuZ2QvbC9leUpoYkdjaU9pSklVekkxTmlKOS5leUppZFd4c1pYUnBibDlzYVc1clgybGtJam94TURRc0luVnlhU0k2SW1Kd01qcGpiR2xqYXlJc0ltSjFiR3hsZEdsdVgybGtJam9pTWpBeU1qQXhNREV1TlRFeE1EQTBPVEVpTENKMWNtd2lPaUpvZEhSd2N6b3ZMM2QzZHk1bVlXTmxZbTl2YXk1amIyMHZUMHRVZFhKdWNHbHJaU0o5Lm1KYXVNR1NTbGxoQjlPM1FIQmU5amFaV3BQNFNGenU3XzY0WWRkVzZGbWsvcy80OTUxMTY3MzAvYnIvMTIzOTYwMjI2NDUyLWwifQ.J2JfZj8BxpWovGhxFYI9cZGz-5FHszJP6j-5FC8PNHed2Ow_s_495116730_br_123965339898-2Dl&d=DwMFAw&c=3XJJEjrE4ott1LzosDfEnaL2F7VcAL3861Jbwm2SH8Y&r=zWN7Vhr4bBm8C7zairIDBeH6P4IntENmzZVbTVtEMbk&m=wGeUdYE-DlfcRN-YGXS39tAEk0MiMioW2b-i5ClLTo1DY0VfbubNi6d00oOlcHfY&s=28V1FToFgkZvGbr9A1w4mzeYxdqHo5nPQZ8a60Lc3fg&e=


 

Crews installed 80 mph speed limit signage on the I-44/H.E. Bailey Thursday between Chickasha and 
Lawton. 

 

 

Please click everyone's seat belt each and every time you drive. 
Check www.oktraffic.org for real-time traffic information 

OTA strongly discourages texting while driving. 
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