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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Press Release # 023-23 

Oklahoma Supreme Court rules for full validation of new turnpike 
routes 

The Oklahoma Turnpike Authority appreciates the Oklahoma Supreme Court’s decision affirming 
OTA’s statutory authority to build new turnpike alignments proposed in the ACCESS Oklahoma $5 
billion, 15-year long-range plan. This plan is designed to Advance and Connect Communities and 
Economies Safely Statewide. 

First announced as a long-range plan in December 2021, ACCESS Oklahoma includes construction 
projects across the turnpike network, such as widening the I-44/Turner, I-44/Will Rogers, and John 
Kilpatrick turnpikes as well as adding and enhancing nearly two dozen access points along existing 
turnpikes. The program also includes rehabilitating numerous bridges, finishing the loop around 
Tulsa’s northwest side and building reliever routes in the Oklahoma City metro, completing the 
Outer Loop. 

Today’s ruling is the 14th time the OTA has received bond validation from the Supreme Court for 
new turnpike routes since 1950. 

“This bond validation creates certainty for OTA, its bondholders and citizens who now know without 
doubt that these final three legs of the Oklahoma City Outer Loop meet the legislative intent to 
provide reliever routes through the metro area and fight increasing traffic congestion,” said 
Oklahoma Secretary of Transportation Tim Gatz. “This allows one of the most ambitious state 
transportation plans in Oklahoma history to move forward. It will increase safety and travel reliability, 
provide new connections to communities and improve traffic flow by integrating with the state 
highway system.” 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..ftF_HIwUZwhvT29fRvL9eJupYyjdO0WA9Ubc2I_Ph_8/s/495116730/br/223556893792-l__;!!NZFi6Pppv9YRQw!tS8nNZmYTmhqFg0Bl4ksCNjXfdeVQD7LTK-JK-JHkbogo1AHM1B6n76N0w-Hhc3Mqs-iFuQDMh7qiWQMCw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..wnFYWF2Nl39gxJQzTEqaRmlTkuCJVjZNSX6TnN_UxKE/s/495116730/br/223556893792-l__;!!NZFi6Pppv9YRQw!tS8nNZmYTmhqFg0Bl4ksCNjXfdeVQD7LTK-JK-JHkbogo1AHM1B6n76N0w-Hhc3Mqs-iFuQDMh5wYjlyNg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAxMDEuNTExMTMyMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2xua3MuZ2QvbC9leUpoYkdjaU9pSklVekkxTmlKOS5leUppZFd4c1pYUnBibDlzYVc1clgybGtJam94TURRc0luVnlhU0k2SW1Kd01qcGpiR2xqYXlJc0ltSjFiR3hsZEdsdVgybGtJam9pTWpBeU1qQXhNREV1TlRFeE1EQTBPVEVpTENKMWNtd2lPaUpvZEhSd2N6b3ZMM2QzZHk1bVlXTmxZbTl2YXk1amIyMHZUMHRVZFhKdWNHbHJaU0o5Lm1KYXVNR1NTbGxoQjlPM1FIQmU5amFaV3BQNFNGenU3XzY0WWRkVzZGbWsvcy80OTUxMTY3MzAvYnIvMTIzOTYwMjI2NDUyLWwifQ.J2JfZj8BxpWovGhxFYI9cZGz_HszJP6j_C8PNHed2Ow/s/495116730/br/123965339898-l__;!!NZFi6Pppv9YRQw!tS8nNZmYTmhqFg0Bl4ksCNjXfdeVQD7LTK-JK-JHkbogo1AHM1B6n76N0w-Hhc3Mqs-iFuQDMh4RZLFGZw$


Today’s ruling allows the OTA to confidently return to the Council of Bond Oversight to reapply for 
approval to issue up to $500 million in bonds and to begin the process of selling bonds to fund 
planning and construction of three proposed turnpike alignments in the Oklahoma City metro area 
and to improve existing toll roads. It’s worth noting, turnpike revenue bonds are payable solely from 
the tolls and other OTA revenues and do not constitute indebtedness of the state.  

In the coming weeks, OTA engineers and consultants will resume their diligent work on the 
ACCESS Oklahoma plan, including working with our federal, state and local partners, to develop the 
best solutions for the three newly validated routes as well as the entire ACCESS program. 

The OTA is committed to paying close attention to Oklahoma’s increasing traffic congestion, as well 
as to any adverse effects on people, property and the environment.  

For more information and project updates, visit the ACCESS Oklahoma website or call the ACCESS 
Oklahoma hotline at 1-844-562-2237. 

For background: 

The need for reliever routes into the southern Oklahoma City metro area is undeniable. In 2019, law 
enforcement officials responded to an average of five traffic-related crashes every day on I-35 
between I-40 and Purcell. Transportation officials predict that in just seven years, motorists driving 
during peak travel times will experience a significant surge in stop-and-go conditions, causing a 
shockwave in traffic delays. It’s worth noting, the five collisions daily do not include unreported 
incidents when drivers simply exchange insurance information.  

  

 

Oklahoma Secretary of Transportation Tim Gatz speaks with media Tuesday afternoon about the 
Oklahoma Supreme Court ruling today for bond validation for the ACCESS Oklahoma long-range 
plan. 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmFjY2Vzc29rbGFob21hLmNvbS8iLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjMwODAxLjgwNTE4NTYxIn0.XXkJajRNWxUp9zTe4cJz6DFPLXkyvt_aV-MldU-CRnY/s/495116730/br/223556893792-l__;!!NZFi6Pppv9YRQw!tS8nNZmYTmhqFg0Bl4ksCNjXfdeVQD7LTK-JK-JHkbogo1AHM1B6n76N0w-Hhc3Mqs-iFuQDMh61F77S-A$


  

(Editors and News Directors: For questions, please call the Oklahoma Turnpike Authority's 
Strategic Communications office at 405-425-2849.) 

 

 

Please click everyone's seat belt each and every time you drive. 
Check www.oktraffic.org for real-time traffic information 

OTA strongly discourages texting while driving. 
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