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Description automatically generated]Instructional Support Paraprofessional Requirements
Local Education Agency (LEA) 
Hiring Checklist

This form is intended to provide a local education agency (LEA) with guidance to ensure compliance with the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) 1111 (g)(2)(J), State of Oklahoma’s rules OAC 210:20-9-102, and 70 O.S. § 6-127A. This form is not required and does not need to be submitted to the Oklahoma State Department of Education (OSDE). 

The paraprofessional rule OAC 210:20-9-102 has been amended to clarify the requirements that apply to paraprofessionals in two federally defined roles, Title I schools and special education services, and it stipulates that: “Under Oklahoma law at 70 O.S. § 6-127A, a public school paraprofessional is an employee of a school district whose position is instructional in nature, or who delivers other direct services to students and/or their parents, and for which a certified teacher or other professional has the ultimate responsibility for the design, implementation, and evaluation of the individual educational programs or related services and student performance. Individuals must meet requirements established by federal and state law to be authorized to serve as public school paraprofessionals.” 

	1. 1. Does the paraprofessional candidate have a high school diploma or other recognized equivalent (GED)? 
	Yes
	☐
	
	No
	☐


Tier I Requirements - An individual providing instructional support (regardless of salary funding source) in any school that receives a Title I, Part A allocation must meet the Tier I requirements. 
	2. Does the paraprofessional candidate have at least ONE of the following credentials?
	Select Option
	Supporting Documentation

	a. Completed 48 semester hours at an institute of higher education
	
	Transcript

	b. Possesses an Associate (or higher) degree 
	
	Transcript

	c. ParaPro Assessment (455+)
	
	Score Report

	d. ParaPathways Assessment (332 for reading and writing and 334 for mathematics)
	
	Score Report

	e. ACT WorkKeys Assessment (Bronze Level)
	
	Score Report

	f. Oklahoma General Education Test (OGET)
	
	Score Report

	[bookmark: _Hlk149134539]Does the paraprofessional candidate have an Oklahoma Paraprofessional Certificate* issued by the OSDE’s Office of Teacher Certification? 
	Yes
	☐
	
	No
	☐

*If the paraprofessional has an Oklahoma Paraprofessional Certificate, OSDE would recommend keeping a copy of the certificate along with the supporting documentation for one of the options listed above. 
Tier II Requirements - In addition to the Tier I requirements, an individual working as a special education paraprofessional must complete additional requirements. 
	3. Does the paraprofessional candidate have evidence of the following training?
	Select Option
	Supporting Documentation

	a. OSDE Connect Training
	
	Certificate

	b. approved paraprofessional training through a career technology center or other state-approved training provider
	
	Certificate

	4. Cardiovascular Pulmonary Resuscitation (CPR)/First Aid training, while maintaining a current certification?  
	Yes
	☐
	
	No
	☐


Office of Title Services (OTS) 
Oklahoma State Department of Education (OSDE)
September 2026
image1.png
W, OKLAHOMA
?) (‘ Education

»
‘ “




