
2026 Executive Summary:
National School Counselor Week – Oklahoma Overview

National Theme: School Counselors Amplify Success
Oklahoma Theme: Rooted in Relationships, Building Bright Futures







Overview and Rationale:
National School Counseling Week provides an opportunity to highlight the essential role school counselors play in supporting student success across academic achievement, college and career readiness, mental health, and future planning. Oklahoma’s theme underscores that strong, intentional relationships are the foundation for student growth, hope, and success.

School counselors are vital to Oklahoma’s education system. Their work is rooted in relationships, guided by data and advocacy, and focused on ensuring every student is prepared—not only academically, but wholistically—for the future. National School Counseling Week offers an opportunity to recognize school counselors for their service, leadership, and meaningful impact on Oklahoma students.
Daily Themes and Focus Areas
Monday: Relationships Matter
Theme: Trust, Belonging, and Connection
· Strong relationships grow when students feel safe, known, and valued.
School counselors intentionally build trusting relationships that foster belonging and create conditions where students are willing to engage, learn, and seek support.
Tuesday: Student Voice and Support
Theme: Every Student Seen
· School counselors ensure every student is known, heard, and supported.
Counselors elevate student voice through intentional check-ins, inclusive practices, and advocacy; ensuring no student is overlooked and every student has access to support.
Wednesday: Role and Impact
Theme: School Counselors in Action
· School counselors use their unique role to advocate for students and remove barriers to success.
Counselors focus their time on direct and indirect services that have the greatest impact on student outcomes; academic success, well-being, and future readiness.
Thursday: Pathways and Futures
Theme: Building Bright Futures in Oklahoma
· School counselors help students see possibilities and prepare for life after graduation.
Through future-focused lessons and planning, counselors help students explore careers, postsecondary options, and life skills, building hope and confidence in their future.
Friday: Hope and Purpose
Theme: From Potential to Purpose
· Comprehensive school counseling programs matter.
School counselors help students move from potential to purpose by fostering resilience, setting goals, and ensuring students leave school with hope, direction, and a belief in their ability to succeed.





Key Talking Points for School Counselor Recognition






National School Counseling Week recognizes the vital role school counselors play in amplifying student success across Oklahoma. Guided by the state theme, “Rooted in Relationships, Building Bright Futures,” this week highlights how school counselors build trusted relationships that foster belonging, elevate student voice, advocate for equitable access and support, and help students plan for life beyond graduation. Through their work, counselors ensure students are known, supported, and prepared academically and personally for the future. School counselors are essential partners in strengthening schools, supporting educators, and helping every Oklahoma student move from potential to purpose.
How School Counselors Can Connect This Week:
Social Media Posts:
Use the following hashtags to share what you are doing in your schools for each daily theme:
· #RootedInRelationships
· #BuildingBrightFuturesinOK
· #OKSchoolCounselors
Canvas Discussion Boards:
Each day, we will post a new discussion board in our School Counselor Hub. Join the discussion and share your thoughts, ideas, and resources!
· Monday: Strong school counseling programs are rooted in relationships. Reflect on a practice, routine, or moment that helps students feel safe, known, and valued. What does relationship-building look like in your role, and how do you intentionally create trust and belonging with students?
· Tuesday: School counselors play a key role in ensuring every student is known and has a voice. How do you intentionally create opportunities for students to be heard, especially those who may be quiet, marginalized, or overlooked? Share one strategy you use to ensure students feel seen and supported.
· Wednesday: Clear role definition allows school counselors to focus on work that has the greatest impact on students. How do you advocate for appropriate school counselor roles in your setting, and what aspect of your work do you believe has the most meaningful impact on student success?
· Thursday: Helping students see a future for themselves is a critical part of school counseling. How do you support students in exploring postsecondary options, careers, or life skills at all educational levels? Share a lesson, activity, or conversation that helps students (even elementary) build hope and readiness for their future.
· Friday: School counseling is ultimately about impact; impact on student’s lives, confidence, and sense of possibility. Reflect on a moment when you saw your work make a difference for a student or school community. What reminds you why this work matters, even on challenging days?
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