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MINUTES
of the 
OKLAHOMA STATE TEXTBOOK COMMITTEE
February 7, 2025
The Oklahoma State Textbook Committee (STC) Regularly Scheduled meeting beginning on February 7, 2025.    
Committee Chair designee Kendra Wesson called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 
Shanda Finnell then called the roll and determined if there was a quorum.
The committee members that were present:
Jay Rotert
Christina Hanvey
Josh Allen
Holly Helm
Sonya Covalt
Ashley Leming
Terry Brandenburg
Diann Magnus
Allison Kidney
Teresa Gerber
Michael Bellew
Committee Chair designee Kendra Wesson

The committee members that were absent:
None  

Committee Chair designee Kendra Wesson requested confirmation of the posted agenda in compliance with the Open Meeting Act.  Shanda Finnell confirmed.

The next item on the agenda was discussion and possible action on minutes from the November 15, 2024, regular meeting and the December 13, 2024, special meeting. Josh Allen made a motion to accept the minutes of the November 15, 2024 and December 13, 2024 meetings. Jay Rotert seconded the motion. A vote was called. Yes – Twelve (12) – Jay Rotert, Christina Hanvey, Josh Allen, Holly Helm, Sonya Covalt, Ashley Leming, Terry Brandenburg, Diann Magnus, Allison Kidney, Teresa Gerber, Michael Bellew and Chair designee Kendra Wesson. No – Zero (0). The motion passed.

The next item on the agenda was discussion and possible action to vote on the substitution materials submitted for review. 70 O.S. 16-107(A-B), OAC 720:10-5-6(b) 
a) Biozone Corporation – 2 titles submitted in Science 
b) Wayside Publishing – 20 titles submitted in World Language 
c) Bedford, Freeman & Worth Publishing Group LLC – 6 titles submitted in English Language Arts, 7 titles in Science
Holly Helm made a motion to approve substitutions by the publisher and by Book. Jay Rotert seconded the motion. A vote was called. Yes – Twelve (12) – Jay Rotert, Christina Hanvey, Josh Allen, Holly Helm, Sonya Covalt, Ashley Leming, Terry Brandenburg, Diann Magnus, Allison Kidney, Teresa Gerber, Michael Bellew and Chair designee Kendra Wesson. No – Zero (0). The motion passed.
Next, Josh Allen made a motion to approve both Biozone Science books together. Christina Hanvey seconded the motion. A vote was called. Yes – Ten (10) – Jay Rotert, Christina Hanvey, Josh Allen, Holly Helm, Sonya Covalt, Ashley Leming, Terry Brandenburg, Allison Kidney, Teresa Gerber, and Chair designee Kendra Wesson. No – Zero (0). Abstained – Two (2) – Diann Magnus, Michael Bellew. The motion passed. 
Next, Josh Allen made a motion to approve all Wayside Publishing books for World Languages other than English. Sonya Covalt seconded the motion. A vote was called. Yes – Eleven (11) – Jay Rotert, Christina Hanvey, Josh Allen, Holly Helm, Sonya Covalt, Ashley Leming, Terry Brandenburg, Diann Magnus, Allison Kidney, Teresa Gerber, and Chair designee Kendra Wesson. No – Zero (0). Abstained – One (1) – Michael Bellew. The motion passed. 
Next, Michael Bellew made a motion to approve Bedford Freeman and Worth’s two (2) Math books. Holly Helm seconded the motion. A vote was called. Yes – Twelve (12) – Jay Rotert, Christina Hanvey, Josh Allen, Holly Helm, Sonya Covalt, Ashley Leming, Terry Brandenburg, Diann Magnus, Allison Kidney, Teresa Gerber, Michael Bellew and Chair designee Kendra Wesson. No – Zero (0). The motion passed.
Next, Allison Kidney made a motion to approve Bedford Freeman and Worth’s three (3) Science books. Christina Hanvey seconded the motion. A vote was called. Yes – Eleven (11) – Jay Rotert, Christina Hanvey, Josh Allen, Holly Helm, Sonya Covalt, Ashley Leming, Terry Brandenburg, Diann Magnus, Allison Kidney, Teresa Gerber and Chair designee Kendra Wesson. No – One (1) – Michael Bellew. The motion passed. 
Next, Jay Rotert made a motion to approve Bedford Freeman and Worth’s four (4) ELA books: Ideas and Arguments, Literature and Composition, Advanced Language and Literature, and American Literature and Rhetoric. Josh Allen seconded the motion. A vote was called. Yes – Ten (10) – Jay Rotert, Christina Hanvey, Josh Allen, Holly Helm, Sonya Covalt, Ashley Leming, Terry Brandenburg, Allison Kidney, Teresa Gerber, and Chair designee Kendra Wesson. No – Two (2) – Diann Magnus, Michael Bellew. The motion passed. 
Next, Allison Kidney made a motion to approve Bedford Freeman and Worth’s two (2) ELA books: Language of Composition and Foundation of Language and Literature. Sonya Covalt seconded the motion. A vote was called. Yes – Six (6) – Christina Hanvey, Holly Helm, Sonya Covalt, Ashley Leming, Allison Kidney, Teresa Gerber. No – Five (5) – Jay Rotert, Josh Allen, Diann Magnus, Michael Bellew, Chair designee Kendra Wesson. Abstained – One (1) – Terry Brandenburg. The motion Failed. 


The next item on the agenda was discussion and possible action on the 2025-2026 instructional material evaluation rubrics for: 70 O.S. 16-102(F); OAC 720:1-1-2(10) 
a) Social Studies PK-12 
b) Social Studies Content Reading PK-5 
c) Personal Financial Literacy 9-12 
Josh Allen made a motion to accept the 3 rubrics as presented with a Recommendation for a statement to go with the rubric pointing out Gateway 4 and helping explain the importance it has as it is used to help grade the rubric and make a final rating. A vote was called. Yes – Twelve (12) – Jay Rotert, Christina Hanvey, Josh Allen, Holly Helm, Sonya Covalt, Ashley Leming, Terry Brandenburg, Diann Magnus, Allison Kidney, Teresa Gerber, Michael Bellew and Chair designee Kendra Wesson. No – Zero (0). The motion passed.

The next item on the agenda was discussion and possible action on the 2025 – 2026 Content Expert Review Team application. 70 O.S. 16-102(E); OAC 720:1-1-2(9). Teresa Gerber made a motion to accept the content review team application. Jay Rotert seconded the motion. A vote was called. Yes – Twelve (12) – Jay Rotert, Christina Hanvey, Josh Allen, Holly Helm, Sonya Covalt, Ashley Leming, Terry Brandenburg, Diann Magnus, Allison Kidney, Teresa Gerber, Michael Bellew and Chair designee Kendra Wesson. No – Zero (0). The motion passed. 

The next item on the agenda was discussion and possible action to nominate and vote on the election of a State Textbook Committee Vice-Chair for one year 70 O.S. 16-101; OAC 720:1-1-2(1); 720:1-1-3. A voting card listing the eligible candidates — Ashley Leming, Diann Magnus, Josh Allen, Michael Bellew, Terry Brandenburg, Jay Rotert, Alison Kidney, and Holly Helm — was distributed to all committee members.
Chair Designee Kendra Wesson inquired whether any nominees wished to withdraw from consideration. Michael Bellew declined the nomination. Subsequently, ballots were completed and submitted to Shanda Finnell for tabulation. The results were as follows:
Diann Magnus – 1 vote
Josh Allen – 2 votes
Holly Helm – 2 votes
Jay Rotert – 7 votes
With a majority of votes, Jay Rotert was elected to continue serving as Vice-Chair.

The next item on the agenda was New Business - (not known about or which could not have been reasonably foreseen prior to the time of posting the agenda) - 25 O.S. § 311. Chair designee Kendra Wesson asked if there was any new business. There was no new business. 

The last item on the agenda was the adjournment of the February 7, 2025, Regularly Scheduled State Textbook Committee meeting. Jay Rotert made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 11:23 a.m. Josh Allen seconded the motion. A vote was called. Yes – Twelve (12) – Jay Rotert, Christina Hanvey, Josh Allen, Holly Helm, Sonya Covalt, Ashley Leming, Terry Brandenburg, Diann Magnus, Allison Kidney, Teresa Gerber, Michael Bellew and Chair designee Kendra Wesson. No – Zero (0). The motion passed. 
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