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Session Focus

• English Language Proficiency (ELP) assessment decisions
• ACCESS / Alternate ACCESS participation
• Appropriate use of accommodations
• Goal: Strengthen collaboration between EL and SPED teams 

in assessment decision-making
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Why This Matters
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ELs with Disabilities
Require both language and accommodation review.

Without collaboration of Special Education and EL teams:
• Assessment pathways may be incorrect.
• Accommodations may not match student needs.
• Assessment decisions (WIDA ACCESS vs WIDA Alternate) 

directly impact how we understand student ability.
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Two Areas of Expertise, 
One Assessment Decision
Language Development:

• Understanding English 
language proficiency 
levels

• Interpreting WIDA 
expectations

• Using language supports 
ensure access

Disability & Access Needs:

• Ensuring equitable access 
to language assessments

• Recognizing individual 
accessibility needs

• Using accommodations to 
support meaningful 
participation
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ELP (English 
Language 
Proficiency) 
Assessments
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ELP Assessment Participation 
Requirements

•All ELs must participate in an annual ELP 
assessment.

•No disability exempts a student from 
participation.
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What are the ELP assessment decisions?

•WIDA ACCESS vs. WIDA Alternate
•Selection of accommodations
•Domain participation (if applicable)

•Considering access across language domains

Supporting English Learners with Disabilities11



State Definition of “students with the most 
significant cognitive disabilities” 34 CFR § 
200.6(d)(1)
Students with the most significant cognitive disabilities have limited 
conceptual skills, written language skills, and understanding of numerical 
concepts such as quantity, time, and money. Vocabulary and grammar are 
quite limited and augmentative communication devices are often necessary 
to communicate with others. They tend to focus on present, everyday 
events and rarely attempt to analyze or expand on new ideas and concepts 
through spoken language. Skill acquisition and measurable gains on 
grade-level alternate academic achievement standards require extensive, 
direct individualized instruction. These students require substantial 
supports for all activities of daily living including meal preparation, dressing, 
grooming, and personal hygiene. Their personal safety is dependent upon 
constant supervision and will be a concern throughout their lifetime.
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WIDA Alternate 
ACCESS 
Participation 
Decision Tree
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Accommodations 
& Accessibility 
Supports 
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Guiding Principles for English Learners 
with Disabilities
• Accessibility and accommodations should support meaningful 

participation in all language domains.
• Decisions should be individualized based on the student’s language, 

disability-related needs, and communication system.
• Accommodations should reflect supports regularly used during 

instruction.
• Consider the student’s mode of communication, assistive technology, and 

access needs.
• Determine testing mode (online or paper) in advance; mixed-mode testing 

is not allowed.
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WIDA Accommodations Manual 26-27
Accommodations Available 

Accommodation Domain(s) Test Format
ACCESS Paper Braille R, W, L, S ACCESS Paper
Extended Speaking Test Response Time S ACCESS Online / Paper
Extended Testing of a Test Domain Over 
Multiple Days R, W, L, S All tests

In Person Human Reader L, S, W ACCESS Online / Paper
Repeat In Person Human Reader L, S, W ACCESS Paper / Online
Interpreter Signs Test Directions in ASL R, W, L, S All tests

Large Print R, W, L, S ACCESS Paper, 
Kindergarten ACCESS

Assistive Technology R, W, L, S ACCESS Online 
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WIDA Accommodations Manual 26-27
Accommodations Available 

Accommodation Domain(s) Test Format
Low Vision Script R, W, L, S Kindergarten ACCESS
Manual Control of Audio Item R, W, L, S ACCESS Paper, Braille
Repeat Audio Item L, S, W ACCESS Paper / Online
Scribe L, S, W All tests
Recording Device and Transcription W All tests
Test Administered in a Non-School Setting R, W, L, S All tests
Word Processor or Similar Keyboarding Skills R, W, L, S All tests
Speech to Text W ACCESS Paper / Online
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Considerations: Deaf or Hard of Hearing
• Consider how the student can meaningfully participate in each language domain.
• Student may participate in Reading and Writing domains with few or no 

accommodations.
• In-Person Human Reader may support students who use speech reading (for 

listening, speaking, and writing domains).
• Paper-based ACCESS may provide more opportunities for speech reading and 

flexibility.
• Mixed-mode testing is not allowed (online + paper across domains).
• Listening and Speaking domain exemptions should only be considered when the 

student cannot meaningfully participate, even with allowable accommodations and 
supports.
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Considerations: Blind or Visually Impaired
• Students with low vision may participate in online testing using 

built-in magnification tools.
• Paper-based testing, large print, CCTV, or document cameras 

may provide additional access supports.
• Determine in advance which test mode best allows the student to 

demonstrate English language skills.
• Mixed-mode testing is not allowed (online + paper across 

domains). Braille materials are available for WIDA ACCESS only 
for students proficient in braille.
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Supporting Student Response on WIDA 
ACCESS & Alternate
Common Misconception
• Students who do not use verbal speech or write with a pencil 

should be exempt from speaking and writing domains.
What WIDA Allows
• AAC devices may be considered the student’s voice. 
• Multiple response methods (e.g., pointing, eye gaze, selecting 

responses, general words) 
• Scribes may record student-indicated responses from multiple 

response methods for writing.
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Supporting Student Response with an 
Accommodation with WIDA ACCESS AND Alternate
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Supporting Student Response in WIDA 
Alternate
What This Looks Like in Practice
• Student selects or indicates responses using AAC, pointing, 

or eye gaze.
• Test administrator/scribe records the response.
• Responses do not have to be verbally produced.
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When a Disability Impacts Access: 
What’s Next?
• Appropriate accommodations must be provided first.
• Team-based decisions are required.
• Domain exemptions are rare and require state approval using 

a state form submitted by your EL District testing coordinator. 
• Use the domain exemption decision tree as a guide.
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WIDA Domain 
Exemption 
Decision Tree
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Collaboration in 
ELP Assessment 
Decision-Making 
What does it look like?
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Collaboration in Assessment Decision-
Making Looks Like

• Ongoing communication between teams
• Shared input on accommodations
• EL staff participation in IEP discussions 

regarding ELP assessments
• Special Education staff input on accessibility 

during testing
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Collaboration in Assessment Guiding 
Questions
• Determine Assessment Participation

• Should this student participate in ACCESS or Alternate ACCESS?
• Who needs to be involved?

• Bring Both Lenses
• What do current EL data and IEP/SPED data each tell us?

• Evaluate WIDA Supports/Accommodations First
• What accommodations/supports have been tried, and how effective were 

they?
• Plan & Assign Responsibility

• What is our plan moving forward, and who is responsible?
• Do we need amend to the IEP?
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Scenario 
Practices
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Scenario 1
A 6th grade student with an IEP for a significant cognitive disability is also an 
EL. The student will be taking the OAAP this year. The team feels the student 
cannot complete the writing domain. Student uses an AAC device to 
communicate in the classroom and during instruction.

Discussion Questions:
• What assessment decision needs to be made? 
• What accommodations and accessibility supports should be considered first? 
• Does the student’s disability impact assessment access? How? 
• What are the most appropriate next steps for the team?
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Scenario 1: What should we see on the 
IEP? 
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Scenario 2
A 3rd grade student’s primary disability is identified as Deaf/Hard of Hearing and 
met the qualifications to be an EL. The student communicates using sign 
language during instruction and is learning to lip read. The student participates in 
general education classes with interpreter support and accesses instruction 
through signed communication and visual supports.
Discussion Questions:
• What assessment decision needs to be made? 
• What accommodations and accessibility supports should be considered first? 
• Does the student’s disability impact assessment access? How? 
• What are the most appropriate next steps for the team?
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Scenario 2: What should we see on the IEP?
Domain Exemption form? 
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Important 
Timelines & 
Resources
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Important Deadlines 

• In October:
• Check dually identified students' IEPs, review that accommodations 

have been reviewed and entered
• WIDA Alternate decision tree reviewed especially for students in 

non state testing program years
• Target Deadline for Domain Exemptions: December 1st

• We recognize that transfer and newly enrolled students may need 
flexibility, but this remains the overall goal.
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Resources 
• ELP Assessment Domain Exemption Request Form - Updated 8/11/26

• OELP will require this form to be completed and submitted in a Student 
Assessment ELP DVR. Once submitted, please see the comments in the DVR 
to verify the OELP’s approval or denial. Target deadline December 1st.

• WIDA Accommodations Checklists
• WIDA PD self paced course *(You will need a WIDA Secure Portal Log 

in): 
• Supporting Multilingual Learners with Disabilities in Language and 

Communication
• Understanding WIDA Alternate ACCESS Score Reports 2027
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Thank you!

Angela Kelly
Project Director, OAAP
Office of Assessments

Angela.Kelly@sde.ok.gov
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