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Introduction to Non-Standard 
Accommodations
• Non-Standard Accommodations are accommodations offered for 

students on an IEP/504/Health Plan that require OSDE approval.
• The ELA/Read-Aloud Accommodation (NS1) is for students 

who cannot decode text on their own.
• This accommodation is not intended for students who read below grade 

level but have some decoding skills. 
• The Unique Accommodation (NS2) is for students who require 

changes or alterations to the test materials, presentation, or 
environment.
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Timeline
• The application window opens on December 1 annually.

• Applications are submitted through the Non-Standard 
Accommodation Application in Single Sign On. 

• The application window closes on February 1 annually.
• The application status will be indicated in Single Sign On no 

later than March 15.
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NS1
Read-Aloud Accommodations
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NS1:  3-Pronged Approach

For NS1  
application to 

be 
considered:

Student is unable to decode 
at any level

Student needs assistive technology or 
human reader to function in the classroom 

**EXCEPT WHILE BEING TAUGHT 
DECODING**

IEP/504 team uploads required 
documentation to the Non-Standard 
Accommodation Application in Single 

Sign On
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NSA: Factor 1

• The student has a specific disability that severely limits 
or prevents him/her from decoding printed text at any 
level of difficulty, even after varied and repeated attempts to 
teach the student to do so (i.e., the student is a non-reader, 
not simply reading below grade level); and
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NSA: Factor 2

• The student can only access printed materials 
through assistance, such as a screen reader (assistive 
technology) or human reader and/or is provided with 
spoken text on audiotape, CD, video, or other electronic 
format during routine instruction (including Sign 
Language Interpretation) except while the student is 
being taught to decode; and
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NSA: Factor 3
• The IEP/504 team will utilize and provide the required 

documentation from the OSTP ELA Test Read-Aloud 
Protocol, which includes

• the use of the Protocol for Accommodations in Reading (PAR) 
• the AEM Navigator for deaf or blind students 

• This documentation must be uploaded to the Non-
Standard Accommodation Application in Single Sign 
On for consideration by the OSDE.
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Documentation Needed for NS1
• An up-to-date IEP/504 Plan in EdPlan (within past year)
• An evaluation report/MEEGS in EdPlan (within past 3 years)
• Completed OSTP ELA/Read-Aloud Non-Standard 

Accommodation Protocol & Rubric
• Required pages of the PAR Administration (or AEM Navigator 

for hearing- or visually-impaired students)
• At least three reading screening results from the past year

• Two from the current school year
• No read-aloud accommodations should be utilized with the screener
• Approved screeners linked on the protocol
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Non-Standard 
Accommodation 
Protocol and 
Rubric
NS1: Read-Aloud Accommodations

NSA Updates 2025-202610



NSA Updates 2025-202611



Criteria 1
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• EdPlan must have an up-to-date IEP or 504 Plan
• It is not necessary to upload the plans to Single Sign On
• Testing accommodations and classroom accommodations should 

mirror one another as much as possible (see boxes above)



Criteria 2
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• If student is hearing- or visually-impaired, please complete and 
upload the AEM Navigator Student Summary Worksheet and not the 
PAR.

• If administering the PAR, use only the passage “Night Sky” for all 
students at all grade levels.
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IMPORTANT:  If this page isn’t signed by a parent and the LEA representative, 
the NSA committee will not be able to review the application.



Choosing PAR vs. AEM

Student cannot decode 
words at any level

Student has no 
visual/hearing 

impairment

PAR Step 1:
Student reads Night 
Sky passage aloud

PAR Step 2:
Read-aloud 

documentation 
completed (score and 

comprehension)

PAR Step 3:
Administration Results 

& Protocol for 
Accommodations 

completed

Student is visually- or 
hearing-impaired

Complete AEM Student 
Summary Worksheet 

(not PAR)
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PAR 
Documentation
NS1: Read-Aloud Accommodations
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Required
PAR Documentation: 
Night Sky passage 
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Administer ONLY
Student’s Oral Reading

Complete 
comprehension section 

as fully as possible

Indicate missed words and 
where student stopped after 

one minute

Please do not 
have the student 
continue to read 
after one minute.



Required
PAR 
Documentation:
Administration 
Results
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Because the NS1 test is based 
on a student’s ability to decode, 
it is not necessary to administer 
the PAR with an adult reader or 
a text reader.



Required
PAR 
Documentation:
Protocol for 
Accommodations 
in Reading
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Reminder:  Complete 
the Recommendations 

section



Incorrect Documentation 1
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The passage above is correct, but the student had to 
attempt to read the entire passage rather than 
stopping at the 1-minute mark.

The passage to the right is not the correct passage.



Incorrect Documentation 2
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The passage above shows only the Adult Reader 
administration of “Night Sky” and has no score or marks on 
the passage.

The passage to the right shows 71 words read, but nothing 
is filled out on the reading passage.



AEM 
Documentation
NS1: Read-Aloud Accommodations
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Determining AEM vs. PAR
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If the IEP’s Overall 
Objective Statements 
and/or Consideration 
of Special Factors for 
IEP Development 
indicate hearing or 
visual impairment, 
the AEM Student 
Summary Worksheet 
should be completed 
in place of the PAR.
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Required
AEM 
Documentation:
Student Summary 
Worksheet

Complete Tables 1 & 2
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Required AEM Documentation:
Student Summary Worksheet

Complete Step 1
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Required AEM Documentation:
Student Summary Worksheet

Complete Step 2, 
Checkpoint 3
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Required AEM Documentation:
Student Summary Worksheet

Complete Step 2, 
Checkpoints 4 & 5



Screeners
NS1: Read-Aloud Accommodations
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Screening Data
• Data from approved Universal Screening Assessments (found on 

the OSDE website) is a critical part of the application process.  
• Screening data shows student progress over the course of time 

that the PAR results do not provide.
• When this data is combined with the PAR results and IEP 

information, it gives the NSA Review Committee a more 
comprehensive view.

• If the screening data is missing or incomplete, the committee 
is unable to review that student’s application. 
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Screeners:  What to Include
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Important:  Two of the three reports must come from the current academic year.  



Examples of What to Include 1
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IMPORTANT:  Data that is obtained over the course of a few days/weeks 
is not as helpful in showing a student’s progress over time, nor is 
including reports from the previous academic year.  

Two of the three reports must come from the current academic year. 



Examples of What to Include 2
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IMPORTANT:  Data that is 
obtained over the course of a 
few days/weeks is not as 
helpful in showing a 
student’s progress over time, 
nor is including reports from 
the previous academic year.  

Two of the three reports 
must come from the current 
academic year. 



Examples of What to Include
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Putting It All
Together
NS1: Read-Aloud Accommodations
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Our Process

NSA Updates 2025-202637

• If “No” is checked in any area in Criteria 1, the committee is unable to review the application.
• If “No” is checked in Criteria 2, that could mean a delay in obtaining a decision from the committee. 



NS2
Form U (Unique Accommodations)
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Standard Accommodations vs. Unique 
Accommodations
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• Standard accommodations are not unique 
accommodations, so no Form U application is needed. 

• Some examples might be:
• Large-print or Braille editions of the test
• Dictating responses to a scribe
• Frequent breaks
• Assistive technology, such as color overlays or multiplication charts

Please see the OSTP IEP/504 Accommodations Manual for 
more information on standard accommodations.



NS2/Form U Guidelines
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• There are some changes this year in what requires a 
Form U application, but the guidelines remain consistent:

• Any unique accommodation should be listed on a student’s 
IEP, 504, or Health Plan as NS2, even if an application is not 
being submitted

• The accommodation should be included in both the classroom and the 
OSTP sections of those plans



Updates for NS2/Form U:
Calming/Sensory Tools
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• No Form U application is needed for the following:
• Calming/Sensory Tools

• Some examples include:
• Fidget devices
• Bouncy chairs
• Elastic chair bands
• Stuffed animals
• Chew toys

We recommend that students using these items be tested in a 
separate location.



NS2/Form U Applications
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• Please continue to submit a Form U application for 
the following:

• Health-related devices and supplies, such as glucose 
monitors, diabetes management supplies (e.g., 
snacks/drinks), specialized hearing devices, Epi Pens, or 
heart monitors

• Service Dogs



Submitting 
Applications
Both NS1 and NS2 Accommodations
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Where to Find Single Sign On
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• Go to oklahoma.gov/education and scroll to the bottom of the main 
page

• Click on Single Sign On



Single Sign On
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Important:  Only District Superintendent credentials allow for 
application creation and submission for non-standard 
accommodations.



Creating an Application:  Step 1
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Please read the 
instructions first, 
then click 
“Application”



Creating an Application:  Step 2
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1. Click “Create New Application”
2. Select “Application Upload” and then click “Create”



Creating an Application:  Step 3
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• Type the student’s name into the search bar and then click “Search”
• Choose the correct student from the list (check STN, DOB, Grade, and School)



Creating an Application:  Something New
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• Select the correct 
school year

• Select “Spring” for 
when test is 
administered

• Select what kind of 
accommodation is 
needed for the 
student (NEW!)

• Upload the required 
documentation 
(remember to save 
the file as “last 
name, first name, 
MI, NS1/NS2”)

• Click “Submit”



Application Results
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• Results for each application may be found in Single Sign On
• Emails will not be sent to notify schools/districts of approval or denial
• Emails may be sent for the following reasons:

• Additional documentation is needed 
• Clarification of information is required

• When an application has been approved or denied, please look at the 
OSDE notes for 

• Additional information on testing setting/environment (e.g., if the 
OSDE recommends testing in a separate location)

• Rationale for why an application was denied



Resources
• Non-Standard Accommodations Page

• OSTP IEP/504 Accommodations Manual
• OSTP ELA Read-Aloud Protocol

• PAR 
• “Night Sky” (Student Copy)
• “Night Sky” scoring sheet
• Administration Results and Protocol for Accommodations in 

Reading
• AEM

• Student Summary Worksheet
• Universal Screeners
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https://oklahoma.gov/education/services/assessments/non-standard-accommodations.html
https://oklahoma.gov/education/services/assessments/non-standard-accommodations.html
https://oklahoma.gov/education/services/assessments/non-standard-accommodations.html
https://oklahoma.gov/education/services/assessments/non-standard-accommodations.html
https://oklahoma.gov/content/dam/ok/en/osde/documents/services/assessments/2025-2026%20OSTP%20IEP%20504%20Accommodations%20Manual.pdf
https://oklahoma.gov/content/dam/ok/en/osde/documents/services/assessments/2025-2026%20OSTP%20IEP%20504%20Accommodations%20Manual.pdf
https://oklahoma.gov/content/dam/ok/en/osde/documents/services/assessments/2025-2026%20OSTP%20ELA%20Read-Aloud%20Rubric%20and%20Protocol.pdf
https://oklahoma.gov/content/dam/ok/en/osde/documents/services/assessments/2025-2026%20OSTP%20ELA%20Read-Aloud%20Rubric%20and%20Protocol.pdf
https://oklahoma.gov/content/dam/ok/en/osde/documents/services/assessments/2025-2026%20OSTP%20ELA%20Read-Aloud%20Rubric%20and%20Protocol.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ud5SdlHG3XFsFlW8qP_sfEd_rp0L-tlG/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pd3XIgpfVqBLM09awZhkWAc3-xZewPPP/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1i4zyQZwc3O9FN3hD7cZksJn4gCqy3aga/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1i4zyQZwc3O9FN3hD7cZksJn4gCqy3aga/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1i4zyQZwc3O9FN3hD7cZksJn4gCqy3aga/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DdShfZtn98NaGuhrSbtfcm0tzm3oEj6m/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=101672136011280432442&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DdShfZtn98NaGuhrSbtfcm0tzm3oEj6m/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=101672136011280432442&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://oklahoma.gov/education/services/literacy-policy-and-programs/strong-readers-for-schools.html
https://oklahoma.gov/education/services/literacy-policy-and-programs/strong-readers-for-schools.html


Contact Information
• Catherine Boomer, Program Director, State Assessments | catherine.boomer@sde.ok.gov
• Alyssa Tyra, Program Manager, State Assessments | alyssa.tyra@sde.ok.gov 
• Deb Wade, Project Manager, ELA  Assessments | deb.wade@sde.ok.gov
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Thank You!

53

Email: deb.wade@sde.ok.gov 
Office Phone: (405) 522-3616
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