2026 OLBPH Summer Reading Event Calendar
Below is the schedule of events for the OLBPH’s summer reading program. Programs are all-ages unless otherwise noted. Programs include content created by the OLBPH and the Braille Institute of America. 
Start times for live programs are given in Central Daylight Time.
The Braille Institute of America has a single registration form for all BIA events. Registering for one program will register you for all programs. You do not need to attend all BIA programs if you don’t want.
June: OLBPH
“Many a Page”
The OLBPH’s podcast “Many a Page” launches this month! Call the library to receive it on cartridge. Patrons may count “Many a Page” as an activity.
15 June: Braille Institute, 3pm CDT
2026 Summer Reading Program Kickoff 
Launch a summer of stories! Join us for an opening program with special guests as we introduce our 2026 Summer Reading theme and preview the workshops ahead.
Registration link: https://www.brailleinstitute.org/summer-reading-program/
15 June: OLBPH
Dinosaur origami video
OKDRS Youtube channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnkoCvgTKURbrEtbyh1vp3w
Restricted to patrons under 18.
Create your own dinosaur origami as Lacey walks you through folding paper into your very own origami dinosaur.
Call 405.521.3514 or email ldowns@okdrds.gov to receive origami paper.
16 June: Braille Institute, 3pm CDT
Peter Heller in Conversation with Maeve Conran 
Best-selling author Peter Heller discusses his novels, The Dog Stars (DB075493), which is being released in August as a major motion picture directed by Academy Award-winning director Ridley Scott and starring Oscar-nominated actor Jacob Elordi, and The Orchard (DB134029), with Colorado Public Radio journalist Maeve Conran. They will explore what it means to unearth a story and how landscape becomes a character. 
Registration link: https://www.brailleinstitute.org/summer-reading-program/
22 June: Braille Institute
Narrated soundscapes 
Narrated Soundscapes take you on immersive audio journeys through the landscapes of four national parks. Once posted, each one remains available so you can explore at your own pace. The national parks are Badlands National Park in New Mexico, Hawai’i Volcanoes National Park in Hawai’i, Everglades National Park, and Cape Cod National Seashore.
New episode posted every other Monday at https://www.brailleinstitute.org/summer-reading-program/
24 June: Utah State Library for the Blind & Disabled, 12p CDT
America250 Utah Red, White, and Braille Bash
Restricted to braille patrons ages 5-14.
The Utah State Library for the Blind & Disabled is hosting an America 250 event over Zoom Patrons interested MUST be between ages 5 to 14 and MUST receive braille service from the Utah State Library. 
RSVP to blind@utah.gov by June 1, 2026. For questions about the event, please call the Utah State Library at 800.453.4293.
30 June: Braille Institute
National Parks as Living Archives: Stories from New Mexico
National Park Service staff and partners explore the science, history, and culture embedded in three New Mexico sites: Aztec Ruins National Monument, Manhattan Project National Historical Park, and Valles Caldera National Preserve.
Registration link: https://www.brailleinstitute.org/summer-reading-program/
1 July: OLBPH
Digging up dinosaur eggs 
OKDRS Youtube channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnkoCvgTKURbrEtbyh1vp3w
Restricted to patrons under 18.
Watch Kat dig up dinosaur eggs and get some awesome dino-themed book recommendations!
Call 405.521.3514 or email ldowns@okdrds.gov to receive your very own dinosaur egg.
14 July Braille: Institute, 3p CDT
Leona Godin & Georgina Kleege in Conversation with Mike Marlin
Authors M. Leona Godin (There Plant Eyes, DB104014) and Georgina Kleege (More Than Meets the Eye: What Blindness Brings to Art, DB093533) discuss their nonfiction work with Mike Marlin, Director of the Braille and Talking Book Library in Sacramento – exploring blindness, perception, and how their lived experiences intertwine with their scholarly work.
Registration link: https://www.brailleinstitute.org/summer-reading-program/
28 July: Braille Institute, 3p CDT
Excavating a Life: Megan Marshall in Conversation with Heather Clark
Pulitzer Prize-winning biographer Megan Marshall joins fellow biographer Heather Clark to discuss Marshall’s 2025 book, After Lives: On Biography and the Mysteries of the Human Heart (DBC11807) — exploring biography as excavation and how writing about others becomes a way of writing about oneself. 
Registration link: https://www.brailleinstitute.org/summer-reading-program/
1August: OLBPH
Grow your own crystal video
OKDRS Youtube channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnkoCvgTKURbrEtbyh1vp3w
Restricted to patrons under 18.
Grow your own crystal with Marka as she shows you how and provides book recommendations.
Call 405.521.3514 or email ldowns@okdrds.gov to receive your crystal growing supplies.
11 August: Braille Institute, 3p CDT
Digging Up the Past: A Historical Fiction Panel
Authors Sadeqa Johnson, Jeff Shaara, and Elizabeth Wein explore the research, imagination, and craft behind the historical fiction genre, and why bringing the past to life on the page matters more than ever. 
Registration link: https://www.brailleinstitute.org/summer-reading-program/
