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TITLE 317. OKLAHOMA HEALTH CARE AUTHORITY 
CHAPTER 30. MEDICAL PROVIDERS-FEE FOR SERVICE 

SUBCHAPTER 3. GENERAL PROVIDER POLICIES 
PART 3. GENERAL MEDICAL PROGRAM INFORMATION 

 
317:30-3-61. Serious reportable events – never even ts  
(a) Definitions.   The following words and terms, when used 
in this Section, have the following meaning, unless the 
context clearly indicates otherwise. 

(1) "Surgical and other invasive procedures"  are defined 
as operative procedures in which skin or mucous 
membranes and connective tissues are incised or an 
instrument is introduced through a natural body orifice.  
Invasive procedures include a range of procedures from 
minimally invasive dermatological procedures (biopsy, 
excision, and deep cryotherapy for malignant lesions) to 
extensive multi-organ transplantation.  They include all 
procedures described by the codes in the surgery section 
of the Current Procedural Terminology (CPT) and other 
invasive procedures such as percutaneous transluminal 
angioplasty and cardiac catheterization.  They include 
minimally invasive procedures involving biopsies or 
placement of probes or catheters requiring the entry 
into a body cavity through a needle or trocar.  They do 
not include use of instruments such as otoscopes for 
examinations or very minor procedures such as drawing 
blood. 
(2) A surgical or other invasive procedure is considered 
to be the wrong procedure if it is not consistent with 
the correctly documented informed consent for that 
member. 
(3) A surgical or other invasive procedure is considered 
to have been performed on the wrong body part if it is 
not consistent with the correctly documented informed 
consent for that member including surgery on the right 
body part, but on the wrong location on the body; for 
example, left versus right (appendages and/or organs), 
or at the wrong level (spine). 
(4) A surgical or other invasive procedure is considered 
to have been performed on the wrong member if that 
procedure is not consistent with the correctly 
documented informed consent for that member. 

(b) Coverage.   The Oklahoma Health Care Authority (OHCA) 
will no longer cover a particular surgical or other 
invasive procedure to treat a particular medical condition 
when the practitioner erroneously performs (1) a different 
procedure altogether; (2) the correct procedure but on the 
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wrong body part; or (3) the correct procedure but on the 
wrong member.  SoonerCare will not cover hospitalizations 
or any services related to these non-covered procedures.  
All services provided in the operating room when an error 
occurs are considered related and therefore not covered.  
All providers in the operating room when the error occurs, 
who could bill individually for their services, are also 
not eligible for payment.  All related services provided 
during the same hospitalization in which the error occurred 
are not covered.  A provider cannot shift financial 
liability or responsibility for the non-covered services to 
the member if the OHCA has determined that the service is 
related to one of the above erroneous surgical procedures.  
(c) Billing.   For inpatient claims, hospitals are required 
to bill two claims when the erroneous surgery is reported, 
one claim with covered services or procedures unrelated to 
the erroneous surgery, the other claim with the non-covered 
services or procedures as a no-payment claim.  For 
outpatient and practitioner claims, providers are required 
to append the applicable HCPCS modifiers to all lines 
related to the erroneous surgery.  Claim lines submitted 
with one of the applicable HCPCS modifiers will be line-
item denied. 
(d) Related claims.   Once a claim for the erroneous 
surgery(s) has been received, OHCA may review member 
history for related claims as appropriate.  Incoming claims 
for the identified member may be reviewed for an 18-month 
period from the date of the surgical error.  If such claims 
are identified to be related to the erroneous surgical 
procedure(s), OHCA may take appropriate action to deny such 
claims and recover any overpayments on claims already 
processed. 
(e) Dually eligible members.   SoonerCare will not act as a 
secondary payer for Medicare non-payment of the 
aforementioned erroneous surgery(s).  
 
 


