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RE:  Oklahoma Health Care Authority (OHCA) Proposed Rule Changes for State Health 

Programs 
 
Dear Tribal Representative: 
 
The purpose of this letter is to give you notice of proposed rule changes that will be reviewed at the 
Medical Advisory Committee (MAC) meeting held on November 16th, 2011.  As you are aware, there 
was also an in-person consultation at OHCA regarding these rules on November 1st.  The OHCA is 
committed to active communication with Tribal Governments during the OHCA decision-making and 
priority-setting process and therefore keeps you apprised of all proposed rule changes. 
 
Enclosed is a summary of the currently proposed rule changes for your review.  The summary 
describes the purpose of each rule change and the anticipated impact on those affected. To view the 
complete proposal for the November 16th MAC, you can visit www.okhca.org/macagenda.  
 
Please note that these are only proposed rule changes and have not yet taken effect.  Before 
implementation, new rule changes must obtain budget authorization, federal approval (if applicable), 
OHCA Board approval, and the governor’s approval.   
 
Additionally, OHCA is now posting all proposed rule changes on the Agency's public website 
www.okhca.org/rule-changes. The proposed rule changes page is designed to give all constituents 
and stakeholders an opportunity to review and make comments regarding upcoming rule changes.  
 To ensure that you stay apprised of proposed rule changes, you may sign up for web alerts for the 
page and you will automatically be notified when any new rules are posted for comment.  
 
OHCA values consultation with Tribal Governments and will provide your representatives a 
reasonable amount of time to respond to this notification.  If you have any questions or comments 
about the proposed rule changes, please use the online comment system found at 
www.okhca.org/rule-changes. This system allows us to efficiently respond to comments and 
inquiries regarding our rules. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Dana Miller 
Indian Health Director 
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OHCA Initiated  
 
11-03 Family Planning Waiver Population to State Plan – OHCA rules for the 
SoonerPlan Family Planning Program are revised to remove references to the Family 
Planning Waiver.  Section 2303 of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act allows 
individuals receiving Family Planning Waiver services to receive those same services 
plus additional family planning and family planning related services under the Title XIX 
State Plan.  In addition to a broader service package, the State Plan option allows a 
more efficient way of making future changes to the SoonerPlan program.  If approved, 
the rule change will allow over 32,000 SoonerPlan members and future members to 
receive the enhanced package of State Plan Family Planning services.  The rule 
revision also includes the removal of language relating to family planning centers, 
clarification of eligibility rules and other minor policy corrections. 
Budget Impact – $171,887 state share; $1,246,000 federal share 
 
11-24 Certified Alcohol Drug Counselors – Rules are revised to reflect that 
behavioral health therapy services may only be provided by licensed professionals 
effective July 1, 2013. Currently, Certified Alcohol Drug Counselors (CADCs) may 
perform therapy services in accordance with their Licensure Act. Revisions are made to 
comply with Oklahoma Statues.  
Budget Impact – Budget Neutral 
 
11-27 Outpatient Behavioral Health Rules – Agency Behavioral Health rules are 
revised in order to sufficiently and accurately set forth the substantive and procedural 
requirements for providing and billing for covered SoonerCare behavioral health 
services. Provider credentials and coverage guidelines will be transferred from the 
current Behavioral Health Provider Manual to the Agency's Behavioral Health rules in 
order to comply with rule promulgation requirements set forth in Oklahoma 
Administrative Procedures Act (APA). These revisions will not only ensure that the 
Agency remains in compliance with the APA, but also provides the Agency the 
necessary legal basis to successfully maintain program integrity. Additionally, Partial 
Hospitalization Program (PHP) rules are revised in order to provide consistency with the 
Title XIX State Plan. 
Budget Impact – Budget neutral.  
 
Federally Initiated  
 
11-04 "Rosa's Law" Revisions – OHCA rules are revised to change language in policy 
that references "mental retardation" to "intellectual disabilities".  Revisions are 
necessary to comply with Public Law 111-256 (Rosa's Law) that replaces the term 
mental retardation with intellectual disability, in federal education, health and labor laws. 
Budget Impact –Budget Neutral  
 
11-20 Provider Agreements Clarification– Provider agreement rules are revised to 
ensure clarity. Revisions are made to reflect language in 42 CFR 455.414; that provider 

 

 



agreements must be renewed at least every five years. Additionally, revisions are made 
to revise the contact information for the OHCA Provider Contracting Unit.  
Budget Impact – Budget Neutral 
 
 
OKDHS Initiated  
 
11-15 Long-term Care Partnership Program– Oklahoma Health Care Authority long-
term care eligibility rules are revised to include a brief description of the Long-term Care 
Partnership program.  The Long-term Care Partnership program (LTCP) allows 
individuals with qualified LTCP insurance policies the opportunity to protect certain 
assets in determining eligibility for SoonerCare long term care services.  
Budget Impact – Budget neutral 
 
 

 

 


