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OHCA 2012-09 
 
March 12, 2012 
 
 
Re: Prior Authorization Requests for Physical and Occupational Therapy 
 
 
Dear Provider: 
 
In an effort to expedite prior authorization requests for initial post-operative and acute physical and 
occupational therapy, the use of the SC modifier will be required effective Apr. 1, 2012. In order to 
identify this type of prior authorization, the SC modifier will be used for informational purposes.  Please 
note that the current therapy modifiers for physical and occupational therapy (PT/OT) will still be 
required in addition to the SC modifier.  
 
Post-operative surgical prior authorization requests are defined by the Oklahoma Health Care Authority 
(OHCA) as not greater than 3 months from the date of the initial surgical procedure;  
Acute injuries prior authorization requests are defined by OHCA as not greater than 2 weeks from the 
initial injury date.  

 
Inappropriate use of the SC modifier will result in a cancellation of the prior authorization request.  All 
cancelled prior authorization requests must be re-submitted as a new prior authorization.  Please 
remember that the 30 day rule still applies. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns regarding this letter, please feel free to contact the Medical 
Authorization Unit at 1-800-522-0114. 
 
Thank you for your continued support and the services you provide to SoonerCare and Insure 
Oklahoma members. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Garth L. Splinter, M.D. 
State Medicaid Director 
 


