[image: ]
[bookmark: _GoBack]For Consideration by the DRS Commission:

The following interpreter pay rate guideline was established for the Oklahoma Department of Rehabilitation Services (DRS) to use internally when contracting directly with sign language interpreters.  It has been a general practice for other agencies, or businesses, to adopt and follow the pay rate guidelines; however, the guideline is not a mandated industry standard for other agencies to follow.

The following information is listed in the Department of Rehabilitation Services instructions to staff as a part of DRS Policy 612:10-7-196. Interpreter Services

Interpreter Service Fee  
	                                  
	                                  Daytime Hours	                             After Hours 	
	                                (7 am-5pm, M-F)         (5pm-7am M-F, Weekends, Holidays) 
											Existing	Proposed		Existing	Proposed	
RID CSC or CI/CT or NIC 	$35.00/hr	$50.00/hr		$52.50/hr	$75.00/hr
RID CI or CT or NAD Level V	$32.00/hr	$47.00/hr		$48.00/hr	$70.50/hr
QAST Level V or NAD Level IV	$29.00/hr	$44.00/hr		$43.50/hr	$66.00/hr
QAST Level IV or NAD Level III	$25.00/hr	$40.00/hr		$37.50/hr	$60.00/hr
QAST Level III			$22.00/hr	$37.00/hr		$33.00/hr	$55.50/hr
QAST Level II			$18.00/hr	$18.00/hr		$27.00/hr	$27.00/hr
QAST Level I			$16.00/hr	$16.00/hr		$24.00/hr	$24.00/hr
Uncertified			$ 7.50/hr	$00.00/hr		$11.25/hr	$00.00/hr

An interpreter will be paid for a minimum of 2 hours per each assignment.  If the assignment is cancelled less than 24 hours, the interpreter will be compensated for the full scheduled length of the assignment, with no travel expenses paid.   
An interpreter holding certification that has two different certification levels will be paid the fee for the highest certification level held.
Department of Rehabilitation Services does not recognize, nor accept, reciprocity from other States that have sign language interpreter certifications, which include BEI or EIPA.  DRS does not consider BEI or EIPA to be equivalent to any of the Quality Assurance Screening Test (QAST) certification levels.
The proposal will be brought back to the Commission for consideration and vote at the December Commission Meeting.  If approved the contracts will be modified for services performed after December 31, 2020.
Empower Oklahomans with Disabilities
2401 NW 23rd St, Suite 51, Oklahoma City, OK  73107 | Office: 405-522-7936 | Fax: 405-522-7948
Director Melinda Fruendt
Commissioners Jace Wolfe, Wes Hilliard, Theresa Flannery
image1.png
Oklahoma Dep
of Rehabilitation

www.okdrs.gov




