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All About Me!
(for the child/youth)
My name is:
and I am          years old! 
My favorite hobby, books, movies, activities, places are:
I want to stay in contact with:
I love to eat:
I hate to eat:
My favorite thing to do before I go to bed is:
What scares me most about foster care is:
What I like most about my family is:
I hope more than anything that:
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact your child welfare and/or resource specialist: 
04PP023E  
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Bringing birth and resource parents together for a conversation about the child. 
Initial Meeting
Placing a child in a home other than their own home can be frightening and traumatic even if the child knows the people they are staying with or has a good relationship with them.
An initial meeting is a way for biological and resource parents to work together to help a child feel safe and comfortable in a temporary placement. It is a chance for all participants to meet one another, talk about the child's needs, and develop a plan that helps everyone meet the child's needs.
Everyone involved may have different feelings, opinions, ideas, fears, and cultures, so please be respectful of those differences.
INITIAL MEETING PROTOCOL
The initial meeting is scheduled within 10-business days of the child's placement in the resource home.Participants include at least all the child welfare specialists, tribal child welfare (if applicable), biological parents, the child, and resource parents.The child welfare specialist notifies all participants of the meeting's date and time and ensures it is held in a location where everyone feels safe and comfortable.Arrive to the meeting on time and keep everything said in the meeting confidential
ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
Biological Parents
Share information about your child, such as daily routines, habits, favorite foods, favorite toys, hobbies, likes and dislikes, and medical needs.Share information about your family including daily routines, religious and/or cultural traditions, and important relationships.Bring an item that is special or important to your child, such as photos of the family, a favorite toy, blanket, or item of clothing.Be respectful of the child’s temporary parent and reassure your child that everyone there wants to help them feel safe and cared for and it is okay to trust the resource parents and the child welfare specialist. 
Resource Parents
Share information about your family including daily routines, religious and/or cultural traditions, and extracurricular activities.Talk about why you are a resource parent and begin to build a supportive relationship with the biological parents as the best way to nurture their child.Understand the biological parents are the experts on their child and family and ask questions that will 
help you better understand the child's needs and their family dynamic, including routines, traditions, important or special relationships, and medical needs.
 
BENEFITS OF INITIAL MEETING
Makes it easier for the child to transition into the temporary home by sharing information that directly impacts the child's well-being.Develops a plan that supports and assists the families with meeting the child’s needs. Creates a more stable placement for the child and increases the likelihood of quickly returning home.Assists the child with positive and healthy emotional development and improves the chances of success in school.Promotes a sharing and supportive relationship between biological parents and resource parents that may continue even after family reunification and case closure.Helps ease the biological parent’s fears and anxiety about the resource family and build a sense of comfort about the child’s safety and well-being.
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