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Oklahoma’s unemployment rate held steady in January 
 

Oklahoma’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate was unchanged at 3.5 in January. The U.S. 
unemployment rate was unchanged at 3.7 percent in January. Over the year, the state’s seasonally 
adjusted unemployment rate was 0.4 percentage point higher than January 2023. 

 

 
 

 
In January, statewide seasonally adjusted employment increased by 2,424 persons (0.1 percent), while 
unemployment increased by 645 persons (0.9 percent). Over the year, seasonally adjusted 
unemployment increased by 10,768 persons (18.1 percent). 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

January 2024
Unemp. 

rate* Labor force* Employment* Unemployment*

Oklahoma 3.5% 1,983,705 1,913,574 70,131
United States 3.7% 167,276,000 161,152,000 6,124,000

* Data adjusted for seasonal factors

OKLAHOMA
Unemp.

rate* Labor force* Employment* Unemployment*

Jan '24 3.5% 1,983,705 1,913,574 70,131
Dec '23 3.5% 1,980,636 1,911,150 69,486
Nov '23 3.5% 1,981,456 1,911,551 69,905
Oct '23 3.5% 1,981,704 1,911,587 70,117

Sept '23 3.5% 1,978,509 1,909,967 68,542
Aug '23 3.3% 1,973,426 1,907,578 65,848

Jan '23 3.1% 1,933,220 1,873,857 59,363

* Data adjusted for seasonal factors

January 2024 Number Percent Number Percent

Labor force 3,069 0.2% 50,485 2.6%
Employment 2,424 0.1% 39,717 2.1%

Unemployment 645 0.9% 10,768 18.1%

Monthly change* Annual change*

* Data adjusted for seasonal factors
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Oklahoma nonfarm employment adds jobs in January 
 
Oklahoma’s seasonally adjusted NONFARM EMPLOYMENT increased by 4,100 jobs (0.2 percent) over 
the month in January 2024. U.S. seasonally adjusted NONFARM EMPLOYMENT rose by 229,000 jobs 
(0.1 percent), in January. Over the year, statewide NONFARM EMPLOYMENT added a seasonally 
adjusted 27,700 jobs (1.6 percent). 

   
• In January, seven of Oklahoma’s supersectors added jobs, as Education and Health Services 

(1,700 jobs) followed by Mining and Logging (1,000 jobs) reported the largest job gains over the 
month. 

• Other Services (-1,000 jobs) followed by Trade, Transportation, and Utilities (-600 jobs) posted 
the largest over-the-month job losses in January. 

• Seven of Oklahoma’s supersectors reported job gains over the year in January, as Education and 
Health Services (13,900 jobs) posted the largest gain, followed by Government (10,000 jobs). 

• Professional and Business Services (-5,600 jobs), followed by Trade, Transportation and 
Utilities (-2,700 jobs) reported the largest over-the-year job losses in January. 
 

 
 

 
 
Average Hourly Wage (12-month average) Private Sector  
In January, Oklahoma’s private sector average hourly wage grew to $29.07, up from $28.94 the prior 
month and $27.11 a year ago. 

NUMBER OF JOBS* CHANGE FROM*
JAN DEC JAN
2024 2023 2023

TOTAL NONFARM EMPLOYMENT 1,773,300 1,769,200 1,745,600 4,100 0.2% 27,700 1.6%
Total Private 1,409,700 1,406,100 1,392,000 3,600 0.3% 17,700 1.3%
Goods Producing 260,600 258,500 251,700 2,100 0.8% 8,900 3.5%
Service-Providing 1,512,700 1,510,700 1,493,900 2,000 0.1% 18,800 1.3%

Private Service Providing 1,149,100 1,147,600 1,140,300 1,500 0.1% 8,800 0.8%
Mining, Logging and Construction 119,500 117,800 114,100 1,700 1.4% 5,400 4.7%

Mining and Logging 32,400 31,400 32,300 1,000 3.2% 100 0.3%
Construction 87,100 86,400 81,800 700 0.8% 5,300 6.5%
Manufacturing 141,100 140,700 137,600 400 0.3% 3,500 2.5%

Durable Goods 94,500 94,100 90,600 400 0.4% 3,900 4.3%
Non-Durable Goods 46,600 46,600 47,000 0 0.0% -400 -0.9%

Trade, Transportation, and Utilities 320,800 321,400 323,500 -600 -0.2% -2,700 -0.8%
Wholesale Trade 60,200 60,200 58,900 0 0.0% 1,300 2.2%
Retail Trade 188,300 188,600 186,000 -300 -0.2% 2,300 1.2%
Transportation, Warehousing and Utilities 72,300 72,600 78,600 -300 -0.4% -6,300 -8.0%

Information 17,100 17,100 18,100 0 0.0% -1,000 -5.5%
Financial Activities 84,700 83,900 83,200 800 1.0% 1,500 1.8%

Finance and Insurance 61,600 61,000 60,700 600 1.0% 900 1.5%
Real Estate and Rental and Leasing 23,100 22,900 22,500 200 0.9% 600 2.7%

Professional and Business Services 206,000 206,000 211,600 0 0.0% -5,600 -2.6%
Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services 83,000 82,900 82,900 100 0.1% 100 0.1%
Management of Companies and Enterprises 22,500 22,600 22,500 -100 -0.4% 0 0.0%
Administrative and Support and Waste Management and 
Remediation Services

100,500 100,500 106,200 0 0.0% -5,700 -5.4%

Education and Health Services 267,100 265,400 253,200 1,700 0.6% 13,900 5.5%
Educational Services 22,900 22,700 21,900 200 0.9% 1,000 4.6%
Health Care and Social Assistance 244,200 242,700 231,300 1,500 0.6% 12,900 5.6%

Leisure and Hospitality 184,100 183,500 180,600 600 0.3% 3,500 1.9%
Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation 20,700 20,500 19,600 200 1.0% 1,100 5.6%
Accommodation and Food Services 163,400 163,000 161,000 400 0.2% 2,400 1.5%

Other Services 69,300 70,300 70,100 -1,000 -1.4% -800 -1.1%
Government 363,600 363,100 353,600 500 0.1% 10,000 2.8%

Federal Government 53,000 52,500 51,300 500 1.0% 1,700 3.3%
State Government 81,400 81,800 77,700 -400 -0.5% 3,700 4.8%
Local Government 229,200 228,800 224,600 400 0.2% 4,600 2.0%

Jobs Pct. Jobs Pct.
* Data adjusted for seasonal factors
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