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Commission for Educational Quality and Accountability  

  

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES  

  
 July 16, 2025, 12:00 P.M.  

5400 N. Grand Blvd.  
1st floor conference room   

Oklahoma City, OK 73112  
 

The Commission for Educational Quality and Accountability (the “Commission” or “CEQA”) met 
for a Commission meeting at 12:00 p.m., on July 16, 2025, at the offices of the Office of 
Educational Quality and Accountability (“OEQA”), 5400 N. Grand Blvd., 1st Floor Conference 
Room, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73112. Notice of and agenda was posted on a prominent public 
view at OEQA, and on the Commission website, in compliance with Open Meeting Act.  
 
COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT: Secretary of Education Nellie Sanders; 

Ashlyn Fiegener; Kathryn Szallar; John 
Daniel, and Geoff Kingsley 

 
COMMISSION MEMBERS ABSENT: Ken Parker; Brian Jacoby 

 
OEQA STAFF PRESENT: Megan Oftedal; Rusty Faircloth; and Tatyana 

Blakemore 

 
GUESTS PRESENT: Kristin Bugg; Jerry Mihelic, Razann Ghazal, 

Gavin Graham, Melissa Reed, and Mary 
Millikin  

 
Call to Order: Secretary of Education Nellie Sanders called the July 16, 2025, meeting of the 
Commission to order at 12:02 p.m. Roll call established the presence of a quorum with five (5) 
Commission Members present; Secretary of Education Nellie Sanders; Ashlyn Fiegener; Kathryn 
Szallar; Geoff Kingsley’ and John Daniel. Ken Parker and Brian Jacoby were absent.   
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Welcome and Introduction of Others Present, Dr. Megan Oftedal welcomes the Commission 
and introduced others present at the meeting.   
  
Discussion, and Possible Revision, and Action to: Approve Minutes of the May 21, 2025, 

Special Meeting of the Commission. The Commission review the minutes of the May 21st, 
2025 meeting. Ms. Szallar made a motion to Approve the Minutes of the May 21st, 2025, Special 
Meeting of the Commission. Mr. Kingsley seconded the motion, and the motion passed 
unanimously by roll call vote of the Commission Members present. Those voting for the motion: 
Secretary of Education Nellie Sanders; Ashlyn Fiegener; Kathryn Szallar; John Daniel, and 
Geoff Kingsley. 
  
Presentation, Discussion and Possible Action to: Request of Rogers State University for 
approval to add a new program – Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education, Mary Millikin, 
PhD, Rogers State University Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs. Secretary Sanders 
made a motion to: Approve Rogers State University to add a new program – Bachelor of Science 
in Elementary Education. Dr. Fiegener seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously 
by roll call vote of the Commission Members present. Those voting for the motion: Secretary of 
Education Nellie Sanders; Ashlyn Fiegener; Kathryn Szallar; John Daniel, and Geoff Kingsley. 
 

Discussion and Possible Action to: Ratify the Final FY 2026 Budget that OEQA submitted to 
OMES on or by June 30, 2025; and Authorize OEQA to proceed with any future modifications 
to said Final FY 2026 Budget. Mr. Kingsley made a motion to: Ratify the Final FY 2026 Budget 
that OEQA submitted to OMES on or by June 30, 2025; and Authorize OEQA to proceed with 
any future modifications to said Final FY 2026 Budget. Secretary Sanders seconded the motion, 
and the motion passed unanimously by role call vote of the Commission Members present. 
Those voting for the motion: Secretary of Education Nellie Sanders; Ashlyn Fiegener; Kathryn 
Szallar; John Daniel, and Geoff Kingsley. 
 
Discussion and Possible Action to: Authorize OEQA to execute Strata Lease and Parking 
Agreement.  
 

Dr. Fiegener made a motion to: Authorize OEQA to execute Strata Lease and 
Parking Agreement. Ms. Szallar seconded the motion, and the motion passed 
unanimously by role call vote of the Commission Members present. Those voting 
for the motion: Secretary of Education Nellie Sanders; Ashlyn Fiegener; Kathryn 
Szallar; John Daniel, and Geoff Kingsley 

 
Mr. Daniel made a motion to: Authorize OEQA to modify the Strata Parking 
Agreement. Ms. Szallar seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously 
by role call vote of the Commission Members present. Those voting for the motion: 
Secretary of Education Nellie Sanders; Ashlyn Fiegener; Kathryn Szallar; John 
Daniel, and Geoff Kingsley. 

 
Discussion and Possible Action to: Enter into Executive Session pursuant to 25 O.S. § 307(B)(1) 
to discuss the “employment, hiring, appointment, promotion, demotion, disciplining, or 
resignation” of Executive Director, Megan Oftedal, Ph.D., to: (i) conduct Dr. Oftedal’s Annual 
Performance Review; and (ii) approve, modify, or reject the terms, if any, of Dr. Oftedal’s 
resignation, including discussion of any potential severance package. 
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a. Vote to Enter into Executive Session: Mr. Daniel made a motion to: Enter into Executive Session 
pursuant to 25 O.S. § 307(B)(1) to discuss the “employment, hiring, appointment, promotion, 
demotion, disciplining, or resignation” of Executive Director, Megan Oftedal, Ph.D., to: (i) 
conduct Dr. Oftedal’s Annual Performance Review; and (ii) approve, modify, or reject the terms, 
if any, of Dr. Oftedal’s resignation, including discussion of any potential severance package. 
Secretary Sanders seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously by role call vote of 
the Commission Members present. Those voting for the motion: Secretary of Education Nellie 
Sanders; Ashlyn Fiegener; Kathryn Szallar; John Daniel, and Geoff Kingsley. Executive Session 
started at: 1:12 p.m.  

 
b. EXECUTIVE SESSION pursuant to 25 O.S. § 307(B)(1)  

 
c. Vote to Exit Executive Session and Re-Enter Open Session: Mr. Daniel made a motion to: Exit 
Executive Session and Re-Enter Open Session. Ms. Szallar seconded the motion, and the motion 
passed unanimously by role call vote of the Commission Members present. Those voting for the 
motion: Secretary of Education Nellie Sanders; Ashlyn Fiegener; Kathryn Szallar; John Daniel, 
and Geoff Kingsley. Executive Session Ended/Re-Entered Open Session at: 1:44 p.m. 

 
d. Possible Action regarding item(s) discussed in Executive Session:  

 

Dr. Fiegener made a motion to: Take notice of and accept Dr. Oftedal’s recession of 
her resignation and further take note that Dr. Oftedal remains the Executive Director of 
the OEQA. Ms. Szallar seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously by 
role call vote of the Commission Members present. Those voting for the motion: 
Secretary of Education Nellie Sanders; Ashlyn Fiegener; Kathryn Szallar; John Daniel, 
and Geoff Kingsley. 
 
Mr. Kingsley made a motion to: Take notice that the Commission will conduct an 
annual performance review for Dr. Oftedal at some point in the future was disused, but 
it was not conducted at this time. Dr. Fiegener seconded the motion, and the motion 
passed unanimously by role call vote of the Commission Members present. Those 
voting for the motion: Secretary of Education Nellie Sanders; Ashlyn Fiegener; 
Kathryn Szallar; John Daniel, and Geoff Kingsley. 
 
 

Discussion and Possible Action to: Enter into Executive Session pursuant to 25 O.S. § 307(B)(1) 
to discuss the “employment, hiring, appointment, promotion, demotion, disciplining, or 
resignation” of a potential Interim Director, to include compensation. Discussion had on this 
Agenda item: Given the outcome of the previous Executive Session Agenda item, this Agenda 
item was moot and no longer needed. No Executive Session on this Agenda item was had and no 
action on this Agenda item was taken.  
  
Discussion and Possible Action to: Establish the hiring process for a new Executive Director, 
including but not limited to, authorizing an “Executive Director Search Subcommittee” to oversee 
the hiring process for a new Executive Director, including, but not limited to, ratification of, and/or 
authorization to: draft and publish a job description and job post, review candidate applications, 
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select qualified candidates for interviews, hire an executive search firm and provide 
recommendations and other information related to same to the Commission. Mr. Daniel made a 
motion to: Ratify the Executive Director Search Subcommittee and the actions it has taken to look 
for a new Executive Director and authorize the Executive Director Search Subcommittee to take 
all action necessary to continue, suspend, or terminate the search. Dr. Fiegener seconded the 
motion, and the motion passed unanimously by role call vote of the Commission Members present. 
Those voting for the motion: Secretary of Education Nellie Sanders; Ashlyn Fiegener; Kathryn 
Szallar; John Daniel, and Geoff Kingsley.  
 
New Business: None. 
 
Public Comment: None.  
 
Adjournment: Dr. Fiegener made a motion to adjourn at 2:06 p.m. Mr. Kingsley seconded, and 
the motion passed unanimously by roll call vote of the Commission Members present. Those 
voting for the motion: Secretary of Education Nellie Sanders; Ashlyn Fiegener; Kathryn Szallar; 
and Geoff Kingsley.  
   

 

http://www.oeqa.ok.gov/

