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July 28, 2025

The Honorable Sean Duffy

U.S. Secretary of Transportation
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

RE: Competitive Highway Bridge Program

Dear Secretary Duffy:

I am writing to express my strong support for the Oklahoma Department of Transportation’s (ODOT)
grant application to the Competitive Highway Bridge Program. This project will replace one
structurally deficient (SD) bridge and two bridge at-risk of becoming SD located in north-central
Oklahoma. This project invests in the safety and efficiency of our transportation infrastructure, is
critical to our rural communities, and aligns with the Federal Highway Administration’s (FHWA) goals.

This project constructs three bridges in rural Oklahoma to deliver safer infrastructure utilizing mutual
efforts to reduce costs. The Belford Bridge, constructed in 1927, connects Pawnee and Osage Counties
across the Arkansas River and is in poor condition, has insufficient width, and is load posted, making it
unsuitable to carry large vehicles such as trucks or large agricultural equipment. The SH-99 bridge over
the Cimarron River and SH-16 over Sand Creek in Creek County are functionally obsolete and at risk
of becoming SD. The deteriorating state of these bridges poses a significant threat to the safety of all
users, including residents, commercial vehicles, truck traffic, and emergency response units.

The proposed project will replace two deficient bridges to minimize public agency costs needed to keep
them in service over their lifecycle while maintaining the bridges in Good and Fair condition. Safety is
at the forefront of this project; replacing these outdated bridges will reduce the risk of accidents and
structural failures, ensuring safe passage for all road users. Their replacement will enhance the
efficiency of goods movement, reduce travel delays due to closures, and support economic activities,
ultimately contributing to sustained economic growth in the area.

Thank you in advance for your strong consideration of ODOT’s essential project for a CHBP award.
Please contact our ofﬁges if you need any further assistance as you consider this important proposal.

Jarrod Whitehouse
Commissioner
Creek County District 3



