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ORIGINAL DOCUMENT



Oklahoma Department of Transportation

Environmental Programs Division

Office 521-3050 Fax 522-5193

Re-evaluation Memo

DATE September 9, 2013 | Project No. IMY-0240-1(358)004
County Oklahoma State Job Piece No: | 09032(17)

NEPA PROJECT .

MANAGER David Saulsberry | PHONE NUMBER | (405) 521-2315
ODOT Field Division | 4 Bridge NBI No. (For | N/A

County & State
Projects) & Location
No. (County Projects
Only)

Project Description from JPINFO

1-240 EB to SB 1-35 at Interchange (Phase 1A)

Description of the Proposed Action

Reconstruct 1-35/1-240 Interchange — Phase 1A
Construct approximately 1,200 feet of permanent
construction on 1-240 eastbound and westbound
lanes, Ramp G (EB 1-240 to SB 1-35 Direct Ramp),
the southwest quadrant service road, a portion of
Ramp M (SB 1-35 to SW Service Road) falling
between the SW service road and Ramp G, including
the bridge header for future Bridge M and a portion
of Ramp C (WB 1-240 to SB I-35) including
temporary connection at existing collector road.

Reason for this Re-evaluation

Time Lapse — ROW Authorization for Phase 1A Only

Were additional studies performed
for this re-evaluation?

Yes

Was there a meeting held to update
the public?

No

The Oklahoma Department of Transportation has performed a re-evaluation of the following

document:

Original Document Type EA Date of Original September 1, 2005
Document

Job Piece for Original NEPA 09032(05)

Document

Termini for Original NEPA
Document

From North of S.E. 66th to South of S.E. 82" along
1-35 and From West of Shields Blvd to Eastern Ave
along 1-240 including the 1-35/1-240 Interchange

Project Scope for Original NEPA

Reconstruct 1-35/1-240 Interchange

Were there any Re-evaluations done
specifically for this project segment?

No Date(s) of Re-
evaluations

Reason(s) for the previous Re-
Evaluation




The status of the projects within the original study extent is as follows:

JP NO. PROJECT EXTENT R/W OR LET/AWARD
CONSTRUCTION DATE
I-35 @ the 1-240 Jct. (Phase 1) _
09032(05) Reconstruct Interchange Construction 2018
[-35 @ the 1-240 Jct. (Phase 11) _
09032(06) Reconstruct Interchange Construction 2020
I-35 @ the 1-240 Jct. (Phase I11)
09032(07) Reconstruct Interchange Construction Unscheduled Pool
I-35 @ the 1-240 Jct. (Phase 1V)
09032(08) Reconstruct Interchange Construction Unscheduled Pool
I-35 @ the 1-240 Jct. Phase I, I, Phase 1 of R/W for 9/2005
09032(09) 1, & IV (Reconstruct
Interchange) 09032(05)(06)(07)(08) (Awarded)
[-35 @ the 1-240 Jct. Phase I, 11 —_
T Utilities for
09032(10) 111, & IV (Reconstruct 2016
Interchange) 09032(05)(06)(07)(08)
[-35 @ the 1-240 Jct. Phase I, 11
T Phase 2 of R/W for
09032(11) 1, & IV (Reconstruct 2016
Interchange) 09032(05)(06)(07)(08)
Advanced Acquisition for the
09032(12 Undeveloped Parcels in the S.E. R/W for 6/2004
(12) | &sw. Quadrants of the | 09037(05)(06)(07)(08) (Awarded)
1-240/1-35 Interchange
I-240: EB to SB I-35 at the
09032(14) | Crossroads Interchange (Phase RW for 09032(17) 8/2013
IA)
I-240: EB to SB 1-35 at the _
09032(17) | Crossroads Interchange (Phase Construction 5/2015
IA)
[-240: EB to SB I-35 at the
09032(18) | Crossroads Interchange (Phase UT for 09032(17) 11/2013

1A)

Commitments from Original Document and updates to these commitments as the result of

additional studies:

e The addition of a turnaround lane on the south side of the existing S.E. 59" Street bridge
will be implemented to improve traffic flow in the area.

This is outside the scope of this segment.




The service road from west of former Best Buy and east of the Texas Roadhouse will be
eliminated to minimize the need for right-of-way and the project will be designed to
preserve existing businesses in the northeast quadrant.

This is outside the scope of this segment.

Further evaluation and additional public involvement will be done to evaluate the need to
close Pole Road.

This is outside the scope of this segment.
The proper Section 404 permit, if required, needs to be obtained.

The Department will obtain the appropriate 404 permit prior to letting the project for
construction.

The Department’s Hazardous Waste Coordinator identified several sites along the
referenced project limits that may require further evaluation if these sites were to fall
within the proposed right-of-way needs for construction. Upon completion of final
design plans for any proposed improvements to the 1-35/1-240 interchange, a copy of the
plans needs to be provided to the Department’s Hazardous Waste Coordinator for review.

The Department’s Hazardous Waste Coordinator has reviewed the proposed right-0f-
way plans for Phase 1A of the interchange and determined there are two (2) LUST sites
located along the length of this project. Prior to Right-of-Way submittal, plan notes
dated June 21, 2012 for avoidance of potential LUST sites in the vicinity of the project
will be added to the plans.

New Commitments as a result of additional studies:

The following plan note for the swallows will need to be added to the plans:

“Cliff Swallows and Barn Swallows are small colonial nesting birds protected by the
federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act. These species commonly use bridges and culverts for
nesting. The nesting season for the swallows runs from April 1 to August 31. Swallow
use of culverts under 1-240 at Sta. 406+18.83 and Sta. 419+85.00 has been observed
during the initial surveys conducted as part of the biological studies in 2012. Any
activities which would destroy active nests or harm eggs or birds would violate the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act. The Resident Engineer will evaluate the contractor's proposed
work methods and conclude whether the proposed work would harm the nesting birds
before work near the structure is authorized. If the proposed work will harm the nesting
birds, the bridge may be netted prior to April 1 or the work delayed until the nesting
season is complete. Methods other than netting must be pre-approved by the ODOT
Biologist.”



e The Relocation Plan that was done for the proposed project determined that there are no
family residences and five (5) commercial properties located along the 1-240/1-35
Southwest Service Road that will be impacted by the proposed right-of-way on this
project. Additional commercial businesses located in the I-35 Office Park Mall and
Marshall Park Mall may be displaced due to the loss of parking space unless the parking
can be reconfigured. All right of way acquisition will be in accordance with the Uniform
Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (Uniform Act).

e Asrequested by FHWA in the letter dated May 7, 2013, a full Re-Evaluation of the
EA/FONSI, dated September 1, 2005, will be completed within the next 2 years.
Additional public involvement and studies will be done to address the proposed Plaza
Mayor at the old Crossroads Mall. The Pole Road closure, the turnaround at S.E. 59
Street, and the service road in the Northeast Quadrant will be addressed as part of that
and the Access Justification Report (AJR) will be updated.

The Department has completed the environmental analysis and review of the referenced project
and has concluded that the subject project is consistent with the original NEPA document and/or
later reevaluations. In addition, there are no substantive changes in the environmental impacts of
the action from those described in the original document.

All documentation, analyses, and agency coordination regarding this Re-evaluation are contained

in a supporting appendix maintained in the project file at the Oklahoma Department of
Transportation, Environmental Programs Division.

Preparer/Reviewer Signatures

W&%/&% 7// 2/13
Environmental Project Manager ‘| Date
Assistant Env1ronn\ental Programs D1v1s1 Date
Engineer

Attachments (Check Applicable Ones)

Original CE + Distribution Memo

Original CE

EA (Mainbody only), FONSI +Distribution Memo

X
X Plans for the Project being Re-evaluated

404 Permit (if applicable)

X Additional Studies (if applicable)




Distribution List (Check Applicable Ones)

X

Project Management Division (All State Projects)

X

Roadway Design Division (All State projects with the exception of projects from
Traffic Division and Special Projects)

X

Bridge Division (All State Bridge Projects)

Traffic Division (For projects from Traffic Division)

Local Government Division (County or City Projects)

Special Projects (Special Projects Only)

Safe Routes to School Coordinator (SRTS Projects Only)

Field Division Engineer (All Projects)

Right-of-Way Division (All Projects)

Office Engineer Division (All Projects)

XX | XX

FHWA (All Projects. Place Copy of Complete Document on FHWA's Directory)

Copy to:

Reading File




Oklahoma Department of Transportation

Environmental Programs Division Office 521-3050 Fax 522-5193
DATE: June 21, 2012
TO: Roadway Division, Project Management Division
FROM: Environmental Programs Division

SUBJECT: 1-240 EB to SB I-35 at Crossroads Interchange, Phase 1A, Oklahoma County.
Project No. IMY-0240-1(358)004; JP No. 09032(17).

Two (2) leaking underground storage tank (LUST) sites are located along the length of this project. Please
have the LUST site locations added to the plan and profile sheets by placing a box in the appropriate
location with the Oklahoma Corporation Commission (OCC) facility number, case number, and denoting
it as a LUST site.

Please have the following added to the “Environmental Mitigation Notes” of the project plans per Policy
Directive C-201-2D(2):

“Latitude/Longitude OCC Facility No./OCC Case No. Facility
35.3916, -97.5068 55-08554 / 064-0831 Shields Conoco
35.3915, -97.5070 55-08224 / 064-1702 Mosley’s Texaco

Petroleum contamination may exist at or near the referenced Leaking Underground Storage Tank
(LUST) sites. Based on the available information, contamination is not expected to affect
construction activities, but is still possible. In the event contaminated soil or groundwater is
encountered, the contractor shall adhere to ODOT’s Hazardous Materials Specification 107.15 and
notify the Resident Engineer, who may then contact the Environmental Programs Division at (405)
521-3026 for assistance.”

This mitigation measure should be discussed at all pre-work conferences per Policy Directive C-201-2-
E(1). If you have any questions, please contact Kris Mutz at (405)521-2326.

KwM
Xc: NEPA Project Manager

Division 4 Engineer
Right-of Way Division



Oklahoma Department of Transportation

Planning Division Office 521-2704 Fax 521-6917
September 12, 2005
TO: Distribution Below
FROM: Joseph C. Khatib, Environmental Studies Branch ~T€&Z

SUBJECT: Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) for proposed reconstruction of I-
35/1-240 Interchange in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma County. Project IR-35-
3(124)121, J/P 09032(05).

The Department has received a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) from the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) on the Environmental Assessment prepared for the referenced project.
With receipt of the FONSI, environmental processing is complete and final design, right-of-way
acquisition and construction phases can proceed as funds become available.

Please note the following must be addressed in the final design stages of project development:
® The proper Section 404 permit, if required, needs to be obtained.

° The Department’s Hazardous Waste Coordinator identified several sites along the
referenced project limits that may require further evaluation if these sites were to fall
within the proposed right-of-way needs for construction. Upon completion of final
design plans for any proposed improvements to the I-35/1-240 interchange, a copy of
the plans needs to be provided to the Department’s Hazardous Waste Coordinator for
review.

If you have any questions regarding this project, please contact Mr. Joe Khatib at (405) 521-3651.
DRS/jck

Attachment

Distribution:

Assistant Chief Engineer - Director of Preconstruction
Bridge Division

Roadway Design Division

Right-of-Way Division

Project Management Division - Kyle McKinley

Office Engineer Division

Division IV Engineer

Programs Division

FHWA - Souzan Bahavar

Greg Worrell - Department Hazardous Waste Coordinator














































































1-35/1-240 Interchange
Environmental Assessment

Table 13 Potential Contaminators

Potential Contaminator Vicinity to Project Threat
Underground Storage Tank (UST) Within 1.0 mile radius Slight potential to contaminate
Leaking Underground Storage Tank Within 0.5 mile radius Slight potential to contaminate
(LUST)

Above Ground Storage Tank Within 1.0 mile radius Slight potential to contaminate

Resource Conservation and Resource Within 0.25 mile radius Low potential to contaminate
Recovery (RCRIS) — small quantity
Generator of hazardous waste

Hazardous Materials Incident Report Within 1.0 mile radius Unlikely potential to

System (HMRIS) contaminate

Oklahoma Complaint Database Within 0.5 mile radius Very low potential to
contaminate

Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs) Within 0.25 mile radius Low potential to contaminate

Activity Database

Federal Insecticide Fungicide Within 1.0 mile radius Low potential to contaminate

Rodenticide Act (FIFRA)/Toxic
Substance Control Act (TSCA)

Facility Index System (FINDS) Within 0.25 mile radius Low potential to contaminate

Based on the results of the ISA, the proposed project vicinity avoids most properties that
indicate a potential for environmental impact. The following unresolved issues may merit
additional investigations:

= Excavations in areas with railroads, utility relocations, or right-of-way easements.
= A more detailed search of water, oil and gas well locations.
* A more detailed search regarding activities where PCBs may be used at Oklahoma Gas

and Electric Company.

If potentially hazardous conditions are encountered during right-of-way acquisition or
construction, then ODOT has procedures in place to remove USTs and any contaminated soil
that may be encountered.

V. Public Involvement and Coordination

A scoping letter soliciting comments relating to the social, economic, and environmental effects
of this project was mailed to 42 local, county, state and federal agencies, organizations, and
individuals on February 24, 2003 A copy of this letter and its recipients is located in Appendix
6. Thirteen replies were received and are attached in Appendix 7. The following summarizes
the responses received:

= The USFWS stated that the project is not likely to adversely affect federally listed or
proposed species or their habitats.

Response: The comment is noted.
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1-35/1-240 Interchange
Environmental Assessment

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) stated that since the area is
considered urban, no Prime or Unique Farmlands exist. They also mentioned to contact
the local floodplain management board with any proposed construction, and to install
and maintain proper sediment and erosion control structures during construction.

Response: The comment about farmlands is noted. The Oklahoma Water Resource
Board was also sent a solicitation letter. As required, a SWMP plan will be created
and followed during the construction of the project.

The Oklahoma Water Resource Board (OWRB) mentioned that they have a
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with ODOT. They suggested that John Dyer of
ODOT be contacted to ensure this project would comply with OWRB’s Chapter 55
Regulations and the ODOT MOA.

Response: Mr. Dyer, ODOT Biologist, has reviewed the wetlands findings and
vegetation and wildlife field reports. This project will comply with the OWRB’s
Chapter 55 Regulations and the ODOT MOA.

The Association of Central Oklahoma Governments (ACOG) stated that the proposed
improvements are a consistent step toward their long-range goals to improve this
intersection. They also encouraged close coordination with impacted property owners
and the City of Oklahoma City to ensure a final design that adequately considers local
land use plans, regional transportation goals, and safety of the traveling public.

Response: The project team has followed proper ODOT procedures with public
involvement and involving affected property owners in the EA process. Please see
the Land Use section in Chapter 4 of this document for further information on
consistency with land use and transportation plans.

The Field Station Manager of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) stated that no
BLM interests would be affected by this project.

Response: The comment is noted.

The Wildlife Biologist of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) stated that no BLM
interests would be affected by this project.

Response: The comment is noted.

The USACE stated that the project area lies outside of any recognized floodplain;
however, that during construction and after, care should be taken to minimize potential
hazards from local drainage to the subject and adjacent properties. They also stated that
the project must have no adverse affect to the flood plain.

Response: Since there is no floodplain in the project area, no adverse affect will
occur. There will be a drainage plan created prior to any construction taking place.

A second response from the USACE stated that since no dredged or fill material will be
placed into any “waters of the United States,” including jurisdictional wetlands, that no
Section 404 permit will be required. They noted that if construction does necessitate a
discharge into the unnamed tributary to Lightning Creek, the project should be re-
submitted to the USACE for further review. They also noted that other Federal, State, or
local permits may be required.
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1-35/1-240 Interchange
Environmental Assessment

Response: If the unnamed tributary to Lightning Creek will be affected during
construction, the USACE will be contacted. Any other permits for this project that are
necessary will be obtained prior to construction, including the proper Section 404
permits.

The Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department noted that the only park in the
vicinity is McCracken Park. It was stated that if there is no permanent impact on the park
facility, then the proposed project would have no negative impacts.

Response: There will be no impacts to McCracken Park.

The Oklahoma State Archeological Survey stated that after a file search, there are no
recorded archaeological sites in the project area and that no archaeological materials
will likely be encountered. It was noted that if buried archaeological material should be
encountered during construction, to contact the Oklahoma State Archeological Survey
immediately. It was also mentioned that ODOT has a responsibility to consult with
interested Native American tribes/groups.

Response: If archaeological material is encountered during construction, the
Oklahoma State Archeological Survey will be immediately contacted. Proper Native
American consultation has been performed by ODOT.

The Eastern Oklahoma Regional Office (EORO), Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), stated
that the project area is not within the jurisdiction of the EORO and that there are no
comments or issues of concern on this project. However, it was noted that this
transportation network services the Region and the Tribes and that a copy of the project
notice will be forwarded to the Tribes. The tribes will respond independently to the notice
if there are any concerns.

Response: The comment has been noted.

The National Parks Service stated that there are no Park Service Units in the vicinity and
they have no comment on the project.

Response: The comment has been noted.

The Oklahoma Historical Society stated that they could not respond to the solicitation
letter at this time due to lack of information.

Response: An historical survey was performed and no historical properties were
found. Concurrence was received from the SHPO office on June 23, 2003. See
SHPO coordination letters located in Appendix 4 of this document.

The Central Oklahoma Transportation Parking Authority (COTPA) noted that the COTPA
Long Range Plan envisions a transit hub/park-and-ride in south Oklahoma City, that
COTPA has initiated a regional fixed guideway planning study, that COTPA operates
one bus route to Crossroads Mall and operates three others within one mile of the
interchange, and that COTPA has an informal park-and-ride lot arrangement with
Crossroads Mall. It was also stated that COTPA officials would like to coordinate with
ODOT staff throughout the project development process to determine if the proposed
designs could leave room for an intermodal transit facility since the location for a future
transit hub/park-and-ride facility has not been determined. In addition, it was requested
that ODOT look at incorporating enough room in the proposed interchange design for a
potential high occupancy vehicle lane addition, and that ODOT keep COTPA staff
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1-35/1-240 Interchange
Environmental Assessment

informed of road closures and detours during construction and consider funding express
buses during construction to help provide commuters with an alternate mode of
transportation.

Response: ODOT will coordinate with COTPA throughout the development of the
proposed project to ensure that their recommendations are given due consideration.

Public Meeting

The first public meeting was held at the Ramada Inn Airport South, located adjacent to the
interchange at 6800 South 1-35 on March 27, 2003. The purpose of the meeting was to assist
ODOT in identifying any critical, social, and environmental effects that may result from the
project and to receive the public’s opinion about the project. Forty-six (46) people signed the
attendance roster for the meeting. Minutes of the meeting and comments received from the
meeting are included in Appendix 8. No opposition to the project was voiced.

In general, comments received were favorable toward the proposed project and most people
attending were eager for ODOT to begin improvements to the interchange.

A second public meeting was held at the ODOT Oklahoma City Residency, located at 1021 SE
59th Street, Oklahoma City, on August 28, 2003. The purpose of the meeting was to present
impacts associated with each of the conceptual interchange designs. The public was asked for
input regarding improvements associated with the eight conceptual interchange alternatives.
Fifty-seven (57) people signed the attendance roster for the meeting. Minutes of the meeting
and comments received from the meeting are included in Appendix 8.

Public Hearing

A public hearing to consider the social, economic, and environmental effects of the proposed
project will be held at the earliest possible date. All comments generated by this process will be
reviewed and considered prior to preparation of final design plans for the project.
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From: Thomas.Goldstein@dot.gov

To: Mike_Patterson/ODOT@fd9ns01.okladot.state.ok.us
Cc: Pgreen@odot.org; dstreb@odot.org; kharms@odot.org; Dawn_Sullivan/ODOT@fd9ns01.okladot.state.ok.us;

DNguyen@odot.org; Souzan.Bahavar@dot.gov; Elizabeth.Romero@dot.gov; John.Hartley@dot.gov;
Karen.Orton@dot.gov

Subject: 1-35/1-240 Crossroads Interchange Right-of-Way Project
Date: 05/07/2013 03:46 PM
Attachments: 1-35 1-240 Crossroads Interchange Letter.pdf

Good afternoon Mr. Patterson,

Attached is a letter regarding the 1-35/1-240 Crossroads Interchange in Oklahoma County. During a
meeting on April Sth, the Oklahoma Department of Transportation expressed it would like to
advance a right-of-way project to acquire 30-plus parcels of land in the southwest quadrant of the
Crossroads Interchange. FHWA has reviewed this request and will allow the right-of-way project to
go forward if ODOT provides a letter requesting a conditional approval of the southwest quadrant

right-of-way project addressing the conditions provided in the attached letter.
If you have any questions or comments, please contact me by email or at 405-254-3330.

Thanks,
Tom Goldstein

Thomas D. Goldstein, PE

Engineering and Operations Team Leader
Federal Highway Administration
Oklahoma Division Office

5801 N Broadway Extension, Suite 300
Oklahoma City, OK 73118

Work: 405-254-3330

Cell: 405-301-3681
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(‘ Oklahoma Division 5801 N Broadway Ext., Ste. 300
@& Oklahoma City, OK 73118

U.S.Department May 7, 2013 Phone: 405-254-3300

of fansportafion Fax: 405-254-3302

Federal Highway www.fhwa.dot.gov/okdiv
Administration

In Reply Refer To:

"HDA-OK

J. Michael Patterson

Executive Director

Oklahoma Department of Transportation
200 N.E. 21% Street

Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Attention: Mr. Paul Green
Dear Mr. Patterson:

We appreciated the opportunity to discuss the [-35/1-240 Crossroads Interchange in Oklahoma
County on April 8. It is our understanding from this meeting that ODOT would like to advance
a right-of-way project to acquire 30-plus parcels of land in the southwest quadrant of the
Crossroads Interchange. The right-of-way (R/W) project is said to be needed to begin soon in
order to meet the fiscal year 2015 letting schedule for the construction project on the 1-240
eastbound to I-35 southbound ramp (southwest quadrant of the Crossroads Interchange).

It is also our understanding that an Environmental Assessment (EA)/Finding of No Significant
Impact (FONSI) for the entire interchange was signed in 2005, but that the Access Justification
Report (AJR) was never officially approved. Normally, we would expect the approval of the
NEPA document and the AJR to go hand-in-hand and be completed prior to letting any projects
involving final design, right-of-way acquisition, construction, etc. However, it has been brought
to our attention that this southwest quadrant will significantly improve the operation and safety
of the Interstate mainlines and the interchange and is needed as soon as possible due to high
accident rates. Therefore, ODOT is seeking a conditional authorization for a right-of-way
project needed prior to the approval of the full reevaluation of the EA/FONSI and the AJR.

While it would be more ideal to wait to let this project, Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) will consider allowing this right-of-way project to go forward if ODOT provides a
letter requesting a conditional approval of the southwest quadrant right-of-way project and
addressing the following conditions:

e Explain the purpose and need for constructing a project in the Southwest Quadrant of the
Crossroads Interchange in 2015 rather than waiting to let this project after the approval of
a full reevaluation of the EA/FONSI of the entire interchange (including coverage on
changes to Crossroads Mall) and the approved AJR. The justification should show the
southwest quadrant project will improve safety (provide evaluation of crash data) and
operation (reference traffic analysis showing improvements in level-of-service) of the
Interstate mainlines and interchange.





e Provide the number and locations of the following as part of the southwest quadrant
project: right-of-way parcels to be acquired and the number of displacees, personal
properties and utilities to be relocated. It should also include the timeframes needed for
the acquisitions and relocations.

e Prior to FHWA approval of the R/W projects at issue, ODOT must consult with this
office regarding a reevaluation of the original EA. While it must address the entire
interchange project in general terms, this consultation should address the following:

o Focus on documenting that the proposed project in the SW quadrant is consistent
with what was described in the original EA/FONSI,

o Document that number and type of R/W acquisitions in this quadrant are
consistent with those anticipated in the original NEPA approval,

o Document that this action introduces no other substantive environmental impacts
that were not evaluated in the original EA,

o Address any changes in project setting or legal requirements that might render the
original EA findings and recommendations obsolete, and

o Describe future reevaluation and public outreach activities that will be completed
to address known land-use changes and other environmental issues related to the
entire interchange and known land use changes

e Provide assurance that ODOT will complete the full reevaluation of the entire EA/FONSI
and the AJR within 1 to 2 years. FHWA will not be giving conditional approvals of any
other sections of this interchange.

e Commit to completing a value engineering (VE) study prior to the SW Quadrant Project
being let since the entire interchange project qualifies for a VE Study.

e Acknowledge that any costs due to changes from the overall reevaluation and AJR to the
southwest quadrant will be ODOT’s responsibility.

If you have any questions or comments please contact me at 405-254-3330 or by email at
thomas.goldstein@dot.gov.

Sincerely,

Thomas D. Goldstein, P.E.
Engineering & Operations Team Leader





CC:

Mr. David Streb, Director of Engineering

Mr. Kurt Harms, Right-of-Way and Utilities Division Engineer

Ms. Dawn Sullivan, Environmental Programs Division Engineer
Mr. Daniel Nguyen, Project Manager, Project Management Division
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U.S.Department May 7, 2013 Phone: 405-254-3300

of fansportafion Fax: 405-254-3302

Federal Highway www.fhwa.dot.gov/okdiv
Administration

In Reply Refer To:

"HDA-OK

J. Michael Patterson

Executive Director

Oklahoma Department of Transportation
200 N.E. 21% Street

Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Attention: Mr. Paul Green
Dear Mr. Patterson:

We appreciated the opportunity to discuss the [-35/1-240 Crossroads Interchange in Oklahoma
County on April 8. It is our understanding from this meeting that ODOT would like to advance
a right-of-way project to acquire 30-plus parcels of land in the southwest quadrant of the
Crossroads Interchange. The right-of-way (R/W) project is said to be needed to begin soon in
order to meet the fiscal year 2015 letting schedule for the construction project on the 1-240
eastbound to I-35 southbound ramp (southwest quadrant of the Crossroads Interchange).

It is also our understanding that an Environmental Assessment (EA)/Finding of No Significant
Impact (FONSI) for the entire interchange was signed in 2005, but that the Access Justification
Report (AJR) was never officially approved. Normally, we would expect the approval of the
NEPA document and the AJR to go hand-in-hand and be completed prior to letting any projects
involving final design, right-of-way acquisition, construction, etc. However, it has been brought
to our attention that this southwest quadrant will significantly improve the operation and safety
of the Interstate mainlines and the interchange and is needed as soon as possible due to high
accident rates. Therefore, ODOT is seeking a conditional authorization for a right-of-way
project needed prior to the approval of the full reevaluation of the EA/FONSI and the AJR.

While it would be more ideal to wait to let this project, Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) will consider allowing this right-of-way project to go forward if ODOT provides a
letter requesting a conditional approval of the southwest quadrant right-of-way project and
addressing the following conditions:

e Explain the purpose and need for constructing a project in the Southwest Quadrant of the
Crossroads Interchange in 2015 rather than waiting to let this project after the approval of
a full reevaluation of the EA/FONSI of the entire interchange (including coverage on
changes to Crossroads Mall) and the approved AJR. The justification should show the
southwest quadrant project will improve safety (provide evaluation of crash data) and
operation (reference traffic analysis showing improvements in level-of-service) of the
Interstate mainlines and interchange.



e Provide the number and locations of the following as part of the southwest quadrant
project: right-of-way parcels to be acquired and the number of displacees, personal
properties and utilities to be relocated. It should also include the timeframes needed for
the acquisitions and relocations.

e Prior to FHWA approval of the R/W projects at issue, ODOT must consult with this
office regarding a reevaluation of the original EA. While it must address the entire
interchange project in general terms, this consultation should address the following:

o Focus on documenting that the proposed project in the SW quadrant is consistent
with what was described in the original EA/FONSI,

o Document that number and type of R/W acquisitions in this quadrant are
consistent with those anticipated in the original NEPA approval,

o Document that this action introduces no other substantive environmental impacts
that were not evaluated in the original EA,

o Address any changes in project setting or legal requirements that might render the
original EA findings and recommendations obsolete, and

o Describe future reevaluation and public outreach activities that will be completed
to address known land-use changes and other environmental issues related to the
entire interchange and known land use changes

e Provide assurance that ODOT will complete the full reevaluation of the entire EA/FONSI
and the AJR within 1 to 2 years. FHWA will not be giving conditional approvals of any
other sections of this interchange.

e Commit to completing a value engineering (VE) study prior to the SW Quadrant Project
being let since the entire interchange project qualifies for a VE Study.

e Acknowledge that any costs due to changes from the overall reevaluation and AJR to the
southwest quadrant will be ODOT’s responsibility.

If you have any questions or comments please contact me at 405-254-3330 or by email at
thomas.goldstein@dot.gov.

Sincerely,

Thomas D. Goldstein, P.E.
Engineering & Operations Team Leader



CC:

Mr. David Streb, Director of Engineering

Mr. Kurt Harms, Right-of-Way and Utilities Division Engineer

Ms. Dawn Sullivan, Environmental Programs Division Engineer
Mr. Daniel Nguyen, Project Manager, Project Management Division
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