
 
 
  

“The mission of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation is to provide a safe, economical, and  

effective transportation network for the people, commerce and communities of Oklahoma.” 
 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 
DATE:  February 16, 2021 
 
TO: File   
  
FROM: Joe Brutsché, Project Management Division  
 
SUBJECT: J/P 29571(04) McClain Co. SH-74 at I-35 Interchange 
        Preliminary Engineering – Alternative Analysis (scope background)  

 

 
A virtual scoping/planning meeting was held on Wednesday, September 16, 2020 at 8:30am 
via Microsoft Teams to discuss the project intent and the design efforts and schedule going 
forward. 
 
Meeting Attendee list: 
 
Ron Brown – District 3    Lauren Ludwig – Traffic E&O Division 
Luis Malave – Purcell Residency    Samuel Hardin – Traffic E&O Division 
Matthew Helton – Wewoka Residency  Carissa Russell – Roadway Design 
George Mallett – Dist. 3 Bridge   Kamber Norman – Roadway Design 
Caleb Austin – Roadway Design   Amanda Alexander– Environmental Div. 
Eduardo Elder – Roadway Design  Alex Peta – Environmental Div. 
Steven Bowen – Roadway Design  Brandy Moore – R/W & Utilities Division 
Ben Mazloompour – Roadway Design  Derrick Anderson – Survey Division 
Dustin Powell – Roadway Design   Steve Jacobi – Bridge Division 
Danna Hogan – Roadway Design   Justin Hernandez– Bridge Division 
Joe Brutsché – Project Management Div. Roland Sison – Bridge Division 
 
 
The following items were discussed: 
 
Overview and Background – 
 
Project J/P 23283(04) (designed in-house) was let to construction in 2019 and is currently 
under construction.   
This project consisted of interchange modifications with the addition of an I-35 SB exit ramp to 
SH-74 and modification to the I-35 NB exit/entrance ramp with the addition of a roundabout at 
Adkins Hill Rd and Airport Rd. The existing SH-74 bridge over I-35 was rehabbed as part of 
this project. 
 
Existing Program –  
 
Recently this project J/P 29571(04) was evaluated for rehabilitation and under contract with 
CEC.   
That project was cancelled in 2018 because it was clear that the existing skewed bridge will 
need full replacement. Until recently was programmed as a bridge and approaches on SH-74, 
with the intent to replace the skewed SH-74 bridge over I-35. In 2019 Roadway geometrics 
produced 3 potential ultimate interchange alternatives. At this time a preliminary AJR analysis 
was performed.  
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Scope Discussion and Action Plan -  
 
It has been decided that a preliminary engineering/alternatives analysis will be needed to 
determine a preferred design solution. 
   

 Traffic Division Planning and Analytics Branch will begin data collection which can be 
provided for the development of the preliminary engineering study/alternatives analysis 

 The PE Study will consist of: 
o At minimum 2 alternatives with bridge skew between 0º and 30º which are 

compatible with the J/P 23283(04) design, and plan for an ultimate 6-lane I-35 with 
median and widened to the outside. 

o Cost comparison for a replacement bridge options at skew between 0º and 30º 
o Cost comparison of the Roadway and Traffic improvements 
o Emphasis will need to be on the constructability of each alternative, factoring in the 

elevations and roadway tie-in points to achieve the required span length and bridge 
clearance over I-35 

o Impact Matrix comparing of R/W, utility and Environmental impacts between the 
alternatives 

 District 3 asked that the analysis plan for construction phasing of each alternative. 
o The project has been modified in the program from Bridge and Approaches to an 

Interchange. 
 

The project schedule and programming estimate will be revised after the analysis and 
selection of the preferred alternative. 
 
Environmental and Public Involvement –  
 

 As this is an interchange modification, it will require public involvement to present the 
alternative analysis, preferred alternative and the access change.  

 This could be a good candidate for Virtual Public Involvement (VPI) and EPD can do the 
VPI either after the completion of alternative analysis if District 3 is looking for public 
input in the selection of preferred alternative, or after 60% if District 3 is looking to 
present the proposed design with the environmental impacts. 

 Likely environmental impacts with the interchange modifications are: 
o Access change  
o Noise  
o Possible business relocations 
o Possible hazardous waste issues  

 EPD will have to wait for 30% plans to perform noise analysis, and won’t be able to 
present the noise impacts if we are doing the VPI prior to 60% plans. 

 The NEPA document will likely be Documented Categorical Exclusion (DCE) because it 
is an interchange modification instead of just a bridge replacement.  

 EPD will wait until the preliminary analysis is complete before task ordering NEPA and 
Public Involvement to a consultant or to include them with design solicitation if ODOT 
opts to solicit design after the completion of the alternative analysis. 

 
 
 






