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SUBJECT:		ODOT Receives Recognition for Habitat Stewardship 
LOCATION:     	ODOT Field District 1, Muskogee 
In 2025, the Oklahoma Department of Transportation was again recognized by national Transportation and Energy partners at the International Monarch Summit in Minneapolis for leading in monarch habitat conservation, receiving the Habitat Stewardship Award, representative of total habitat and number of monarchs supported on transportation lands. 
This marks the fifth consecutive year of national recognition for ODOT’s innovative collaboration between its Maintenance and Environmental Divisions through the Monarch Butterfly Candidate Conservation Agreement with Assurances (CCAA) Program.
For the 2024–25 monarch season, the Environmental Division recognizes Field District 1 District Engineer Chris Wallace and his maintenance team for its outstanding efforts.
Since 2021, Field District 1, located in Muskogee, has embraced Monarch CCAA conservation practices. The team has adapted vegetation management near maintenance facilities to support both operations and habitat, while also identifying additional ODOT-owned lands to expand monarch resources.
This strategic approach has resulted in 815 annually adopted acres and nearly 1,500 milkweed stems, contributing to ODOT’s statewide total of more than 16,000 adopted acres under the program.
ODOT collaborates with 79 partner agencies nationwide and has emerged as a leader in balancing transportation safety, environmental stewardship and pollinator conservation. 
This success is made possible by the dedication of ODOT’s Maintenance crews.
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