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December 18, 2024 
Governor J. Kevin Stitt 
Senate President Pro Tempore Lonnie Paxton 
Speaker of the House Kyle Hilbert 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to present findings by the Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women on 
issues and challenges that impact women’s quality of life and economic opportunities. This FY24 Annual Report is 
submitted to you under Section 665 of Title 74 of the Oklahoma Statutes. It is being submitted in December to reach 
all newly elected legislators for the 60th Legislature convening in January 2025. 
 
The Commission experienced another impactful year and is providing policy and legislative recommendations to the 
executive and legislative branches from our efforts this year. These recommendations are based on the Commission 
hosting a Summit on access to affordable childcare, meeting with several state agencies and hosting  Anti-Human 
Trafficking Community Conversations across the state. 

In FY24, the Commission continued “The Journey” that began in FY23 when the Commission visited eight non-
profit organizations and seven tribal nations to learn how domestic violence, substance abuse addiction, mental 
health and other issues are impacting women. We met with eight state agencies to collaborate on the Commission’s 
findings and to learn more about how government programs are addressing these issues so that the Commission 
could make recommendations for improvement. 

Through a $150,000 appropriation by the Oklahoma Senate, the Commission wrapped up the state’s first statewide 
effort to educate Oklahomans on recognizing the early signs of human trafficking. The Commission created Not Me 
Not My Community Stop Human Trafficking educational initiative and reached out to universities, colleges, career 
techs and high schools with a panel comprised of law enforcement, non-profit and tribal experts. The Commission 
provided the schools and communities with tools and resources to continue the educational process.

In FY25, the Commission will continue its “Journey” by collaborating with state agencies on a broad range of issues. We 
plan to take a holistic approach toward bridging the economic and quality of life issues, which are not mutually exclusive, 
by hosting a summit on the economic value of elevating women, from better access to affordable healthcare to financial 
independence. The Commission launched the first statewide survey to hear from Oklahomans on the top issues 
impacting women and plans to make this an annual survey to establish benchmarks and quantify current top-of-mind 
issues. Finally, discussions are underway to identify a location for a permanent Oklahoma Women’s Hall of Fame exhibit.

Please feel free to reach out to us with any questions about the Commission’s Annual Report. Thank you for your 
continued support for the Commission and our work.

Sincerely,

Brenda Jones Barwick, APR
State Chair (2022-2025)
Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women
Mobile: 405-831-5548
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FY24 Commission Impact Accomplishments:

Presentation to the Oklahoma Women’s Legislative Caucus on 
the human trafficking educational initiative.

The Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women serves as
an advisory role to the executive and legislative branches on
economic, education, healthcare, pay equity, workforce, and
societal issues that impact women. In fulfilling this advisory role,
the Commission accomplished the following events and 
activities from July 2023 to June 2024.

•	 Hosted a Solutions, Initiatives, Strategies, (SIS) Summit on 
Navigating the Oklahoma Childcare Crisis as a Barrier 
to Women’s Economic Opportunities with Paula Faris, 
author of “You Don’t Have To Carry It All”, Emmy-Award 
winning journalist, and encourager/advocate to moms. 
Presentations were also made by several state legislators, 
state agencies and non-profits. (A full report is on page 4.)

•	 Facilitated 16 Community Conversations statewide with state 
agencies, non-profits and colleges on education, workforce 
development, incarceration, diversionary programs, health, 
substance abuse, aging, and human trafficking.

•	 Conducted educational outreach to rural and urban 
communities: Tulsa, Oklahoma City, Ardmore, Chickasha, 
Claremore, Lawton, Miami, Wayne, Wilburton, and Enid.

•	 Provided briefing to the Women’s Legislative Caucus on 
progress of the human trafficking educational initiative.

•	 Collaborated with 7 non-profits statewide: Cooperative 
Council of Oklahoma School Administration, Oklahoma City 
Jr. League, Partnership for School Readiness, Girl Scouts, 
and Tulsa Kiwanis; and the Consul General of Ireland and 
Oklahoma Irish Heritage Society to celebrate Kate Barnard, 
Oklahoma’s first female statewide elected official.

•	 Collaborated with 8 state agencies: Department of 
Corrections, Department of Career and Technology 
Education, State Regents for Higher Education, Attorney 
General’s Office, Bureau of Narcotics, Department of 
Health, Department of Human Services, and District 
Attorney Council.

•	 Provided grants to 6 non-profit organizations providing 
services and resources to human trafficking survivors for 
educating young women and girls about human trafficking 
and increasing public awareness. Each non-profit provided 
a report to the Commission on educational outreach 
accomplishments resulting from the grants.

16 Community 
Conversations

Solutions, Initiatives, Strategies Summit held in October with 
Emmy-Award winning journalist and author Paula Faris.

Murdered and Missing 
Indigenous Women
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Policy and Legislative Recommendations
Based on the Commission’s conversations with dozens of Oklahoma women, the Commission brings forth these policy 
and legislative recommendations for consideration to increase the quality of life and economic opportunities for women.

1.	 Passage of HB 4147 authored by Rep. Suzanne Schreiber and presented in 2024 Regular Session. The bill offers 
a tax credit to employers that operate a childcare facility or willing to share costs with employees for childcare 
services. This would increase economic opportunities for women who desire to work and for promotions to 
advance careers and household incomes. This bill is eligible to be heard again in 2025.

2.	 Create policies aimed at expanding licensed childcare facilities in census tracts and extend full utilization of 
subsidized childcare benefits.

3.	 Offer the state cosmetology exam in Spanish and Mandarin to ensure women in these growing populations can 
practice legally and provide household financial stability.

4.	 Human Trafficking criminal charges should be a non-bailable offense.

5.	 Extend foster care to age 21, which provides a better path for the children to transition into a more stable 
adulthood. Oklahoma is one of the few states without extended foster care.

 
The Commission’s FY23 Annual Report included these policy and legislative recommendations:

1.	 When released from prison for a felony and completing a re-entry program or certain number of years of no 
parole violations, women should no longer have to check the “F-Felon” box on apartments, jobs, and loan 
applications. This would give them equity when compared to other applicants for apartments, loans, and jobs. 
The women have children, and she is attempting to establish a stable home life for her family and stop the cycle 
of incarceration. She should not have to carry the Scarlett Letter F for the remainder of her entire life.

2.	 If she enters a post-incarceration work program, drop reinstatement fees for driver’s licenses and drug testing. 

3.	 Allow mothers to enter a “how to be a good mother” program or class before taking her children away. The 
current approach is feeding a generational cycle of incarceration, and Oklahoma may never see a decrease in 
female incarceration without a new approach.

4.	 Develop a partnership with Career Techs, community colleges and universities that will assist domestic violence 
survivors who are exploited economically by helping her earn a degree or learn a trade to strive for economic 
independence. Studies show that a pilot project can result in a 60% success rate.

5.	 Accept  accreditation by the National Association of Private Schools to help children put money into a College 
Savings 529 account and allow children with an incarcerated parent qualify for the Nicole Henry Scholarship.

6.	 Promote and give more funding to diversionary programs and transitional homes to give hope to young women, 
especially in rural areas that could help her get out of situations before escalating to prison. Many rural young women are 
not aware of diversionary programs and transitional homes due to lack of marketing and promoting of these programs in 
rural areas. A rural awareness initiative could be a “Get Out of Situation” card and save them from going to prison.

7.	 The state needs to re-evaluate how to provide a path to success for women between the ages of 18-25 who 
experienced foster care. Currently, there is a lack of resources and assistance for women who age out of foster 
care, which is pushing some  women onto the incarceration path. Three pathway recommendations are:

•	 Partner with career techs, community colleges and universities to learn a wage-paying trade, profession, or 
skill, combined with a scholarship program.

•	 Partner with companies for jobs so she can earn a living wage salary with insurance and other benefits, not 
minimum wage jobs. This path could encourage her to become a productive citizen.

•	 Partner with non-profits, hotels or apartment owners to provide a safe, secure housing until age 25.
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Solutions, Initiatives, Strategies (SIS) Summit: Navigating the Oklahoma 
Childcare Crisis: A Barrier to Women’s Economic Opportunity

In partnership with Oklahoma City Community College, the Commission hosted the 
Solutions, Initiatives, Strategies Summit, Navigating the Oklahoma Childcare Crisis: A 
Barrier to Women’s Economic Opportunity, on Thursday, October 24, 2023, with more 
than 150 in attendance and presentations by state agencies, legislators and non-profit 
leaders. The Summit was chaired by Commissioner Jana Gridley. 

According to the Oklahoma Child Care Resource and Referral Center, currently 55%
 of our state’s population lives in a childcare desert. A childcare desert is any census 
tract with more than 30 children under age 5 that contains either no childcare 
providers or so few options that there are more than three times as many children 
as licensed childcare slots (source: Center for American Progress).

Keynote speaker was Emmy-Award winning journalist Paula Faris who is an 
encourager/advocate to mothers through her book, “You Don’t Have To Carry  
It All”, and “The Paula Faris Show” podcast for mothers. The Summit featured several 
experts on childcare costs and access, workforce development and workplace issues. 
The speakers addressed current strategies and challenges.

Childcare continues to top the charts of common household expenses. Historically, 
statistics prove when families do not have access to affordable, high-quality childcare, 
children miss out on important child development opportunities. According to the U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, as many as 100,000 Americans have been forced to stay 
home from work each month because of childcare problems.

The childcare shortage is not only causing parents to leave their jobs, but also 
preventing them from returning to work. The economic toll now amounts to $122 
billion each year in lost earnings, productivity, and revenue.

Tackling the childcare crisis in Oklahoma will require a comprehensive strategy in 
public investment. On May 2, 2023, House Bill 2452 was signed by Governor Kevin Stitt, and became law on Nov. 1, 2023. 
The bill principally authored by Rep. Suzanne Schreiber (Dist. 70) and Sen. Jessica Garvin (Dist. 43) prohibit municipal 
governments from enacting additional regulations on family childcare homes that have already undergone the rigorous 
licensing process prescribed by the Department of Human Services to operate a childcare business in Oklahoma. Through 
the passage of HB 2452, Oklahoma has shown a commitment to increasing access to quality and affordable childcare for 
Oklahoma families, while working to stabilize the struggling childcare industry across the state.

Policy and Legislation Recommendation to Improve the Childcare Crisis:
• Create policies aimed at expanding licensed childcare facilities in census tracts
• Extend full utilization of subsidized childcare benefits
• Where applicable, increase access to paid family leave
• Offer flexible working hours or on-site childcare
• Provide more Nontraditional Hours (NTH) childcare facilities

SIS is a collaborative statewide initiative of action strategies recommended by the Commission to improve the quality of life 
for women in Oklahoma. Links to the Summit video presentations are at www.oklahoma.gov/ocsw/summits.

Representative Suzanne Schreiber speaking at 
the Commission’s SIS Summit on the economic 
cost of lack of access to affordable childcare.

Summit Chair and Commissioner Jana Gridley 
with keynote speaker Paula Faris.



	 Annual Impact Report FY 2024

7

August 2023

Presentation by Secretary of Public Safety Tricia Everest 
on elevating the quality of life and mental health for 
incarcerated women and developing educational and 
job training preparation for their post-incarceration.  

Presentation by Dr. Laura Ahlstrom, Professor at 
OSU Spears School of Business and Lead Author 
of “Summary Report of Women,” on data related to 
childcare access and affordability, women’s labor 
force participation, earnings, and business ownership. 
Full report is available at www.oklahoma.gov/OCSW 
under Initiatives tab. 

Supported Governor Kevin Stitt’s Executive Order 
for Women’s Bill of Rights. He was the first governor 
in the nation to issue an executive order protecting 
women in sports, school restrooms, locker rooms, and 
correctional facilities, and supporting the human right 
for access to safe spaces for women.

September 2023

Met with Mabel Bassett Correctional Facility’s Warden 
and nine women who are serving their sentences at 
the facility to learn from their life experiences on how 
policies or legislation could help other women before 
situations escalate to imprisonment.  

October 2023

Hosted a Summit on Navigating the Oklahoma 
Childcare Crisis as a Barrier to Women’s Economic 
Opportunities with legislators, several nonprofit 
groups and state agencies. Private funds were raised 
to welcome Paula Faris as the keynote speaker.  
Videos of six presenters at the Summit are available 
at www.oklahoma.gov/ocsw/summits.

Senator Darrell Weaver held an Interim Study to 
evaluate how to best educate students on human 
trafficking and prevent them from becoming a victim. 
Commission State Chair was one of the presenters to 
the Senate Education Committee meeting.

Commission FY24
Monthly Impact Report

Interim Study Participants from left: The Demand Project Executive Assistant 
Sarah Rivera, Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women Executive Director 
Kitti Asberry, The Dragonfly Home Outreach Coordinator Halle Carr, The Dragonfly 
Home CoFounder and Development Director Melissa Eick, Senator Darrell Weaver, 
Commission Chair Brenda Barwick, Dragonfly Home Co-Founder and Executive 
Director Whitney Anderson, Institute for Child Advocacy CEO Joe Dorman, TDP 
Co-Founder and CEO Kristin Weiss, TDP Legal Director Shar Agosto, and TDP 
Program Director Holly Frankfurt
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November 2023

Partnered with First Lady Sarah Stitt to host a Community 
Conversation at the Governor’s Mansion on the stop human 
trafficking educational initiative. The panels included the Attorney 
General, Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics, and The Dragonfly Home. 
A second panel included college and high school students who 
attended Not Me Not My Community Stop Human Trafficking 
events and provided an update on how they have reached out 
further within their communities. One student who attended the 
Durant event led an effort to 
educate school bus drivers  
on how to recognize the early 
signs  of human trafficking.

Senator Micheal Bergstrom speaks 
at the Not Me Not My Community 
educational event at Rogers State 

University in Claremore.

January 2024

Senator and Commissioner Brenda Stanley provided a 
presentation on legislation that had been introduced 
related to women and families. 

Presented the Not Me Not My Community Stop Human 
Trafficking educational initiative to the Cooperative 
Council for Oklahoma School Administration’s annual 
conference. Afterwards, several administrators asked for 
presentations to their teachers.

February 2024

Met with Oklahoma Department of Health Chief of 
Staff Jackie Shawnee on services to 68 county health 
departments statewide and learned Oklahoma ranks 5th 
in nation for STDs and STIs. Testing and education about 
these diseases are encouraged, however there is a need for 
funding to hire contract workers to meet the needs of the 
communities and school districts need to provide access. 

Hosted Not Me Not My Community Community 
Conversations at the University of Science and Arts in 
Oklahoma in Chickasha and in partnership with the Dr. 
Ada Lois Sipuel Fisher Center for Social Justice and 
Racial Healing; and at Northeastern Oklahoma A&M 
College in Miami.

Senator and Commissioner Brenda Stanley provides legislative update on bills 
impacting women.

Attorney General Gentner Drummond and First Lady Sarah Stitt speak 
at the Community Conversation hosted at the Governor’s Mansion.

Commissioner Jill Shero facilitates Community Conversation with panel expert 
Mike Hoskins at Northeastern Oklahoma A&M College in Miami.

Panel experts Rochelle Redbone Arebalo of Murdered and Missing Indigenous 
Women and former Deputy District Attorney Leslie Stewart address students at 

University of Science and Arts in Chickasha on early detection of human trafficking.
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April 2024

Met with the Oklahoma Department of Human Services who presented 
information about five programs:  
•	 WorkReadyOK that offers remote work environment for those who 

need to work from home
•	 Wheels Mobile Bus taking all DHS services to reach people wherever
•	 Foster Care services after aging out at 18, such as community 

partners like PIVOT building tiny homes that open in May 2024, 
establishing a helpline; and helping connect with biological parents

•	 Beaneighbor.com to help people connect with fellow  
Oklahomans and create a stronger community

•	 Multi-sector Plan on Aging that recognizes there will be more 
 older Oklahomans than children within 15 years.

The Jr. League of Oklahoma City invited the Commission for a brief 
presentation about its work and previewed the commission’s  video on 
human trafficking in Oklahoma, produced by Prairie Surf Studio.

Not Me Not My Community Community Conversation held at Eastern 
Oklahoma State College in Wilburton.

March 2024

Met with the Oklahoma Attorney General’s office for an 
update on its Human Trafficking Task Force led by Deputy 
Attorney General Dana Towery. Information was provided 
about their efforts related to labor trafficking, lack of 
interpreters in multiple languages, especially Asian, and 
“Sugar Daddy” websites to pay for college or get a vehicle 
masked as “financial freedom.” There is a need to change 
the narrative “just a runaway” because a number of minors 
are entrapped in human trafficking. It is imperative to get 
information into 6th and 7th grades at schools.

Not Me Not My Community Community Conversations 
held at Southern Tech in Ardmore and at Mid-America 
Technology Center in Wayne with Rep. Cynthia Roe.

May 2024
The District Attorneys Council Executive Coordinator Kathryn Brewer, Director of Grants Robert Herman and 
Administrator Annie Daniel presented information on federal grants that go to 125 agencies statewide. Top priorities 
are related to domestic violence and sexual assault for underserved victims. Rep. Sherrie Conley provided a briefing on 
HB3958 to stop crimes against children that went into effect July 1, 2024. 

June 2024

Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics Agent-in-Charge Matt Varney presented a new
initiative that takes the Not Me Not My Community educational initiative to the next level. 
OBN launched “You Are Not Alone” to reach women who are currently being trafficked 
but unaware that human trafficking defines their current situation.

Stop Human Trafficking Community 
Conversation at Southern Tech in 
Ardmore with Oklahoma Bureau of 
Narcotics Agent-in-Charge Matt 
Varney, Dragonfly Home co-founder 
Melissa Eick, and facilitated by 
Commissioner Dr. Nyla Khan.

Deputy Attorney General Dane Towery 
updated the Commission on its 

Human Trafficking Task Force.

Oklahoma Department of Human Services Marcida 
Dubose, Jami Majors, and Jennifer Boyer made 

presentations on 5 programs from foster care to aging.

Rep. Cynthia Roe welcomes students attending the 
Stop Human Trafficking Community Conversation 

at Mid-America Technology Center in Wayne.
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Not Me Not My Community Stop Human Trafficking 
Educational Initiative – Final Report

The Oklahoma Senate appropriated $150,000 funds for a two-year initiative to reach students between the ages of 
13-25 living in rural areas to increase their knowledge and awareness about human trafficking. 

In January 2023, the Commission launched Oklahoma’s first-ever educational initiative, Not Me Not My Community 
Stop Human Trafficking educational initiative that focuses on recognizing the early signs of human trafficking with 
Community Conversations of expert panelists. 

Highlights of the educational initiative are: 

	✓ 13 Community Conversations at universities, colleges, and career 
technology centers

	✓ 6 educational grants to non-profit groups providing resources to 
human trafficking survivors for educational programs: Dragonfly 
Home, DVIS, The Spring, Red Cord, Murdered and Missing 
Indigenous Women, The Demand Project

	✓ 6 non-profit and trade association presentations: Jr. League, Girl 
Scouts, Kiwanis, Cybersecurity Association, Cooperative Council of 
Oklahoma School Administration, Partnership for School Readiness.

	✓ 3 First Lady Sarah Stitt hosted panel discussions at the  
Governor’s Phillips Pavilion

	✓ 1 briefing with Women’s Legislative Caucus

	✓ 1 video to illustrate the typical human trafficking scenario in Oklahoma produced by Prairie Surf Studio.  
The video is available to any organization at www.oklahoma.gov/ocsw/human-trafficking. 

Budget:

Educational grants to 6 nonprofit groups, Girl Scouts and a state college 		  $70,000

Materials: Rack cards, stickers, key chains 		  $4,559

Video on Oklahoma human trafficking 		  $24,820

Photography and Videography at all events 		  $28,082

Printing for signage and materials at events 		  $1,775

Venue rentals and event costs 		  $12,101

Digital and newspaper marketing to promote attendance at events 		  $8,662

**Branding, creative design, social media posts and media relations services 	 **$0

were donated at no cost to the state by Jones PR

	  

	 TOTAL 		  $149,999
 

The educational initiative reached more than 20,000 Oklahomans through Community Conversations at 
colleges and career techs, presentations to non-profit groups and trade associations, graduate presentations 
and programs at high schools, middle schools and camps, plus earned media, newspaper, and digital media 
placements. The funds expired September 30, 2024.

Senators Roger Thompson and Darrell Weaver 
recognized for their support to stop human trafficking 
with Commission’s subcommittee members: Executive 
Director Kitti Asberry, Commissioner Briana Ramos, 
Vice Chair Carol Hefner, Chair Brenda Barwick, 
Advisory Council members Mike Hoskins and 
Debbie Hogue Downing.



	 Annual Impact Report FY 2024

11

 Investment in Rural Newspapers

 

Purcell Register

Chickasha Express Star

The Daily Ardmorite
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The University of Cen-
tral Oklahoma, along with 

more than three dozen 
colleges and universities 

from across Oklahoma 
and surrounding states, 
will host the Oklahoma 
County College Fair from 
6-8 p.m., Sept. 19, in the 
Nigh University Center, 
located on Central’s cam-
pus. The event is free and 
open to the public.

The college fair, hosted 
by Central’s Offi  ce of Un-
dergraduate Admissions, 
will provide attendees 
the opportunity to meet 
with college and univer-
sity representatives to 
learn more about college 
admissions, fi nancial aid, 
scholarships, housing and 
degree programs. All stu-
dents and adults interest-
ed in learning about op-
tions for their future are 
encouraged to register. 

“Students thinking about 
their next steps should 
come to the Oklahoma 
County College Fair at 
UCO, where they can 
meet with a wide variety 
of colleges and universi-
ties from across the metro 
and region,” said Jancy 
Scott, senior director of 
recruitment and admis-
sions at Central.

“At UCO, we are com-

mitted to helping students 
fi nd the perfect fi t, which 
we are confi dent will be 
Central. 

With 119 undergraduate 
and 81 graduate programs, 
we have something for 
everyone.”

The event is open to 
high school sophomores, 
juniors, seniors and their 
families, as well as any 
member of the commu-
nity with an interest in 
higher education. Those 
interested are required to 
preregister. 

UCO is now accepting 
applications for admis-
sion for the 2025-26 ac-
ademic year. Incoming 
freshmen and transfer 
students will automatical-
ly be awarded academic 
scholarships, pending 
eligibility, with the sub-
mission of a completed 
online application and all 
admissions-related docu-
ments by Feb. 1, 2025. 

To register for Oklaho-
ma County College Fair, 
visit app.strivescan.com/
students.

To learn more about 
UCO and apply, visit 
www.uco.edu. 

The Oklahoma Com-
mission on the Status of 
Women (OCSW) will 
present Secretary of Pub-
lic Safety Tricia Everest 
with the 2024 Kate Bar-
nard Award, and Senator 
Brenda Stanley and Rep. 
Tammy West with the 
2024 Guardian Awards at 
the Oklahoma Women’s 
Hall of Fame Ceremo-
ny on Friday, September 
27 at the Omni Hotel in 
Oklahoma City.

“Secretary Everest ex-
emplifi es Kate Barnard’s 
passion to make real 
changes for the incarcer-
ated population and es-
pecially women to help 
them become productive 
citizens and to learn good 
parenting skills after their 
terms are served,” said 
OCSW Chair Brenda Bar-
wick. “Senator Stanley 
and Representative West 
have been true cham-
pions for women in the 

Oklahoma Legislature 
in the areas of education, 
rural healthcare, women 
veterans, caregivers and 
restorative justice.”

In 1998, the Oklaho-
ma Commission on the 
Status of Women created 
the Kate Barnard Award 
to continue recognition 
of the women who have 
made a diff erence in Okla-
homa by becoming public 
servants. These women 
are elected or appointed 
salaried public offi  cials in 

Oklahoma. Kate Barnard 
became the fi rst woman 
to win a statewide elected 
offi  ce in the United States 
in 1907. She held the of-
fi ce of Commissioner of 
Charities and Corrections 
for two terms where she 
had 30 statutory laws 
passed through the leg-
islature, including prison 
reform, compulsory ed-
ucation, child labor laws, 
mental health, unemploy-
ment and working condi-
tions. Visit Kate Barnard 
Award for a list of former 
recipients of this award.

Everest was appointed 
by Governor Kevin Stitt 
in 2021, to oversee 55 
agencies, including the 
Department of Public 
Safety, the Oklahoma De-
partment of Corrections, 
the Oklahoma State Bu-
reau of Investigation, the 
Pardon and Parole Board, 
and the Oklahoma De-
partment of Emergency 
Management and Home-

land Security. 
Everest stated, “Kate 

Barnard and juvenile jus-
tice is where I started my 
journey in Oklahoma as a 
lawyer and is the heart of 
everything that guides me, 
I am honored to receive 
the award.” As the found-
ing Chair of Palomar: 
Oklahoma City’s Family 
Justice Center and found-
ing chair of ReMerge, a 
non-profi t that diverts 
mothers from prison and 
empowers women to 
build healthy foundations 
for themselves and their 
children. 

Sen. Stanley and Rep. 
West will receive the 
Guardian Award. Creat-
ed in 2010, the Guard-
ian Award recognizes 
Oklahoma legislative, 
executive, and judicial 
offi  cials who have made 
signifi cant contributions 
to guarding, protecting, 
and preserving the rights 
of women and families.  

Visit
Guardian Award for a 

list of former recipients 
of this public service 
award.

Sen. Stanley demon-
strated a strong commit-
ment to improving the 
health and well-being 
of women through sev-
eral legislative bills that 
include patients receive 
mammography report 
summaries, improve mid-
wifery care to improve 
maternal and child health, 
and sales tax exemption 
for women’s veterans or-
ganizations. Prior to be-
ing elected to the Oklaho-
ma State Senate in 2018, 
she served 40 years as a 
school teacher and prin-
cipal. 

Rep. West authored the 
Caring for Caregivers 
Bill giving a tax credit 
for expenses incurred by 
a family caregiver and 
led several legislative 
bills to provide for vic-
tim-centered, restorative 
justice deferred prosecu-
tion programs, while still 
promoting public safety 
and protecting victims. 
She serves on the Board 
of Directors for RISE, 
Re-entry Investment in 
Student Education that 
is the fi rst fully licensed 
cosmetology school in 
a women’s prison, and 
upon release, the wom-

en who have completed 
the program are licensed 
and ready to work imme-
diately.

The evening will con-
clude with the induction 
of six outstanding women 
into the Oklahoma Wom-
en’s Hall of Fame (OW-
HOF.)  The 2024 class of 
inductees are Dr. Nancy 
Anthony, Marilyn Maurer 
Hugon, Edie Roodman, 
Crystal Stovall, Jane 
Semple Umsted, and 
Molly Wehrenberg. For 
information on sponsor-
ship and tickets, please 
visit Oklahoma Women 
Hall of Fame or www.
oklahoma.gov/ocsw .

This year’s Presenting 
Sponsor is the Choctaw 
Nation .

The Oklahoma Com-
mission on the Status 
of Women is the offi  cial 
state commission rep-
resenting the voice of 
women in state govern-
ment. OCSW advises 
the Legislature and Ex-
ecutive branches about 
issues to improve oppor-
tunities and quality of life 
for women. In addition 
to hosting the Oklahoma 
Women’s Hall of Fame, 
OCSW conducts Com-
munity Conversations on 
issues impacting Oklaho-
ma women and families 
and promotes The Ap-
pointments Project (TAP).
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Oklahoma Commission on Status of Women to honor Sec. 
Everest, Sen. Stanley and Rep. West at Women’s Hall Of Fame

Government

The Case of the Miss-
ing Ribbit, a new book 
by Terry Abernathy, has 
been released by Dor-
rance Publishing Co., 
Inc.

Tommy wakes up one 
sunny Saturday morning 
ready to play with his 
lively pet frog, Ribbit. 

There is one problem, 
though: Ribbit is not 
in his cage! He has es-
caped! With the help of 
his friends, Tommy sets 
out to look for clues and 
bring Ribbit back home.

Abernathy is a native 

of Oklahoma, and resi-
dent of Choctaw.

The Case of the Miss-
ing Ribbit is a 68-page 
hardback with a retail 
price of $43 (eBook 
$38). The ISBN is 979-
8-88925-299-3. 

It was published by 
Dorrance Publishing Co., 
Inc. of Pittsburgh, Penn-
sylvania. 

For details visit the on-
line bookstore at https://
bookstore.dorrancepub-
lishing.com/products/
the-case-of-the-missing-
ribbit.

Choctaw author 
publishes children’s book

Reading

UCO invites high school students to 
Oklahoma County College Fair, Sept. 19

Education

Tricia Everest Tammy WestBrenda Stanley
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OKLAHOMA
CLASSIFIED
AD NETWORK

FOR MORE INFO CALL

1-888-815-2672
WANT TO BUY

OLD GUITAR$ WANTED! LARRY
BRING$ CA$H for vintage USA
guitars, tubeamps,banjos,mandolins,
etc. Fender, Gibson, Martin, Gretsch,
others. Call or text 918-288-2222.
www.stringswest.com

AUCTION FEB 16TH
AUCTION FEB. 16TH - 160 +/-
ACRES. * Enid/Carrier/Hillside area,
Garfield Co., OK * Wildlife/LiveStock/
Haven * Grass * Timber * Cropland
* Home * Farm Bldgs. * Minerals
* WIGGINSAUCTIONEERS.COM *
580.233.3066

VETERINARY CARE
When veterinary care is unavail-
able or unaffordable, ask for Happy
Jack ® animal healthcare for cats,
dogs, & horses. At Tractor Supply ®
(www.happyjackinc.com)

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE
Put your message where it mat-
ters most – IN OKLAHOMA
NEWSPAPERS. We can place
your ad in 144 newspapers.
For more information or to place
an ad, contact Landon Cobb at
(405) 499-0022 or toll-free in OK at
1-888-815-2672.

LARGE ABSOLUTE AUCTION
FIREARMS*AMMO

200 NW 114TH ST, OKLA. CITY, OKLA.

THURS. FEB. 15TH AT 10:00 AM
INSPECTION: WED. FEB. 14TH FROM
8:30 AM TO 4:30 PM AND STARTING

AT 8:00 AM DAY OF AUCTION

CAN’T MAKE IT TO THE AUCTION, BID
LIVE ON-LINE AT WWW.DAKIL.COM

OVER 500 LOTS TO BE SOLD
Browning Shotguns-Never Fired-Rare & 1 of Kind,

Collectible Winchester, Colt LE 6920 Pre-Ban Model,
Nighthawk Customs, Heckler & Koch, J. Stevens

Arms, Wilson Combat Scattergun, Rifles, Shotguns,
Pistols, Historical & Collectible Memorabilia Firearms &

Accessories, Ammo. Buyers premium will apply.

PLEASE SEE WEB SITE FOR DETAILED
LISTING & PICTURES!

www.dakil.com

AUCTIONEERS
405-751-6179

METAL ROOFS
$4995* INSTALLED
25% OFF SIDING/WINDOWS

LIMITED TIME

CALL NOW! 800-664-4856
TM CONSTRUCTION

Sr/Military Discounts *Call for details

CHUPPS AUCTION & REAL ESTATE
Stan Chupp (918) 638-1157

Dale Chupp, Realtor, Coldwell Banker Neokla Select (918) 630-0495
Jonathan Miller (918) 237-7582

TERMS: Cash – Credit Cards – Check with Proper ID – OK Sales
Tax Applies unless exemption is shown.

ESTATE
AUCTION

Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024
STARTS @ 9:17 AM
10400 S. Memorial Dr., Tulsa, OK 74133

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ACCIDENTS. ANY ANNOUNCEMENTS DAY OF
SALE SUPERSEDES PREVIOUS ADVERTISING.

TRACTORS, TRAILERS, VEHICLES, IMPLEMENTS, CATTLE PANELS, CATTLE
FEEDERS, SQUEEZE CHUTES, BOATS, LADDERS, MOWERS, TRUCK & TRACTOR
TIRES & WHEELS, BATTERY CHARGERS, CUTTING TORCHES, WELDERS,
AIR COMPRESSORS, SCRAP METAL, GALVANIZED TUBS, COPPER KETTLE,
CROCK JUGS, OIL LAMPS, WATCHES, WALL ART, BOOKS, PORCELAIN COOK
STOVE, HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE and LOTS of ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES

Auctioneer’s Note: PLAN NOW TO ATTEND THIS AUCTION! So many things to see - Lots of Antiques and
Collectibles STILL BURIED. Must be at Auction to Appreciate! Follow us on Facebook or visit our website for more
info and pictures atwww.chuppsauction.com

ESTATE OF: Tony Solow
OWNER: Solow Family Trust

AUCTION STARTS @ 9:17AM – LIVE ONSITE & ONLINE
BIDDING ON LOTS 1 – 77 @ 11:31AM

LIVE ONLINE &
ON-SITE BIDDING/
RUNNING 1 - 2
RINGS ALL DAY!

Local Chickasha small business uses Wizardry 
to create tourism and record sales in January

By Cassie Poole 
Chickasha Chamber of 

Commerce

New Chickasha Business, 
Rock Island Candy Co. 
created magic in downtown 
Chickasha to beat away the 
January blues. Lora Gerst-
ner, with a dream of open-
ing a Candy store in Down-
town Chickasha, initially 
operated her business out of 
a Candy Truck, showcasing 
custom-made treats at local 
festivals. Their inventive 
candy packaging gained 
popularity in 2022, notably 
when parked at the Chicka-
sha Leg Lamp during town 
events.

In February 2023, sup-
ported by the Chickasha 
EDC Small Business Grant, 
Rock Island Candy transi-
tioned their Candy Truck to 
a brick-and-mortar candy 
store on the second floor of 
the Production House. By 
August of the same year, 
they relocated downstairs 
within the same building 
to increase visibility and 
square footage. Despite 
record holiday sales, an-
ticipating a decline in foot 
traffic for January, they 
turned to a creative solution 
– inspired by the world of 
witchcraft and wizardry!

Commenting on this shift, 

Gerstner mentioned, “We 
were brainstorming ways 
to stay afloat. Bri, a Har-
ry Potter enthusiast, and 
part-time employee, sug-
gested we create a themed 
month surrounded around 
the movie franchise.” With 
a theme set the crew began 
working to build a magical 
escape from themed candies 
to officially licensed Harry 
Potter merchandise. 

During January, Rock 
Island Candy's wizardry 
theme not only boosted their 
sales but also benefited 
other Downtown Chickasha 
businesses. AdventureS-
cape’s “Sorcer’s Secret” 
room was booked solid 
for the last two weeks of 
January because of the in-
flux of Harry Potter fans in 
Chickasha. So did Brink’s 
Downtown Boutique. Jill 

Brinkley, owner commented 
“We loved seeing visitors, 
especially in January when 
sales slowdown after the 
holidays.” 

“The first Saturday had 
a definite increase cus-
tomers, but after Cassie, 
from the Chamber, filmed 
a video all of a sudden, we 
had lines out the door,” 
remarked Gerstner.Cassie 
Poole, Marketing Director 

for the Chickasha Chamber 
of Commerce, highlight-
ed the impact, saying, “I 
tried to make it out the first 
weekend, but I wasn’t able 
to until the Friday after. The 
moment I walked in I knew 
I needed to share this with 
the Chamber’s social media 
audience.” Shared it was in 
only 24 hours the video was 
shared over 240 times and 
had over 30,000 views on 
Facebook alone. 

In January, Rock Island 
Candy attracted visitors 
from across Oklahoma, 
including Tulsa, Altus, 
Chandler, Lawton, and all 
over the OKC Metro Area. 
According to Placer data 
from the Chickasha EDC 
the Candy Store saw a near 
double the amount of foot 
traffic in January compared 
to December 2023. Looking 
ahead to February, Gerstner 
is enthusiastic about offer-
ing Valentine's Day sweets 
and supporting local busi-
nesses like Wild Ox Axe 
Throwing by starting an Axe 
throwing league, reinforcing 
the collaborative spirit of 
Chickasha. For more in-
formation about upcoming 
themes and treats with Rock 
Island Candy Co. make sure 
to follow them on Facebook 
and Instagram. 

 Chickasha Chamber

Rock Island Candy Co. During Their last Butter Beer Saturday on January.

USAO, OCSW partner to host “Stop Human Trafficking” community conversation
Oklahoma 

Commission on the 
Status of Women

The Oklahoma Com-
mission on the Status 
of Women (OCSW) 
is partnering with the 
University of Science 
and Arts of Oklahoma 
(USAO) and Dr. Ada 
Lois Sipuel Fisher Cen-
ter for Social Justice 
and Racial Healing 
to host a Community 
Conversation to Stop 

event is scheduled for 
Friday, Feb. 9, at 10 
a.m. in the ballroom on 

Student Union, located 
at 1727 W. Alabama in 
Chickasha.  The event 
is free and open to the 
public.  

Each year, an esti-
mated 4,000 Oklaho-
mans seek help from 

situations. OCSW 

recently launched two 
educational initiatives 
to stop-human traf-

Community Conver-
sations to Stop Human 

and a Not Me, Not My 
Community initiative.

is modern-day slav-
ery,” said Commission 
State Chair Brenda 
Jones Barwick. “It’s 
a $150 billion a year 
industry, and Oklaho-
ma is not immune to 
it. Most human traf-

is not happening by 
people passing through 
on highways, but by 
members in their circle 
of trust, such as family 
members, friends, or 
acquaintances, who en-
trap them into involun-
tary servitude through 
labor, sex, or drugs.”

The series of Com-
munity Conversations 

to Stop Human Traf-

schools, colleges, and 
universities statewide 
to educate Oklahoma 
teens, young adults, 
teachers, and parents on 
how to recognize early 
signs of a person being 
targeted for human traf-

A panel of Oklaho-
ma professionals and 
experts provide the full 
spectrum of human 

in Oklahoma. Panel-

organizations that are 
providing healing and 
recovery services and 
resources to people 
entrapped into human 

-
cussion will highlight 
tribal and ethnic groups 
whose populations have 
experienced a high lev-
el of people forced into 
involuntary slavery; 
and law enforcement 

and drug interdiction 

trained to recognize 
the signs of a bondage 
situation. 

Commission is focusing 
on prevention of human 

the past, the focus has 
been on dealing with 

the crime has occurred, 
Barwick stated. 

She added, “Many are 
unaware they are being 

is typically a slow, 
methodical recruitment 
process by a trusted 
relationship. The Com-
mission is educating 
Oklahomans to recog-

and third phase by traf-

Oklahomans to stand 
strong and say, ‘Not 
Me, Not My Communi-

The Commission be-

gan its work on human 

when it partnered with 
the Oklahoma Bureau 
of Narcotics to host 
Solutions, Initiatives, 
Strategies on Human 

For the last two years, 
First Lady Sarah Stitt 
has hosted an annual 
summit on this topic at 
the Governor’s Man-
sion with a panel of 
experts. In 2022, the 
Commission formed a 

-
ing subcommittee led 
by Commissioner Dr. 
Nyla Khan to plan and 
implement the educa-
tional events.

Additional informa-
tion about the Commis-
sion’s work on human 

White Paper published 
in 2021, can be found 
at https://oklahoma.
gov/ocsw/human-traf-

For more information 
to schedule a Commu-
nity Conversation or 
obtain Not Me Not My 
Community materials, 
contact the Commission 
at ocswadmin@omes.
ok.gov or call 405-401-
6970.

Blood Institute: Come out of hibernation to save lives Feb. 10
Our Blood Institute 

Our Blood Insti-
tute needs Chickasha 
residents to come out 
of hibernation and help 
save lives. 

Give blood during at 
an Our Blood Institute 
donor center or mo-
bile drive to receive 
a glow-in-the-dark 
“When I’m Not Hiber-
nating, I’m Donating 
Blood” T-shirt.

The winter is histor-
ically a challenging 
time for blood dona-
tions as many people 

are staying indoors due 
to the weather, causing 
a negative impact on 
the blood supply. OBI 
needs 1,200 donors a 
day to maintain an ade-
quate blood supply.

Individuals aged 
sixteen and up are 
urged to give blood at 
the Chickasha YMCA 
this Saturday, Feb. 10 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Anyone who is 
healthy and 16 years 
old* or older can give 
blood. Donation typi-
cally takes only about 

an hour, and one dona-
tion saves up to three 
lives. Appointments 
to donate can be made 
online at obi.org or by 
calling 877-340-8777. 
Walk-ins are also wel-
come.

Anyone who is 
healthy and 16 years 
old* or older can give 
blood. Donation typi-
cally takes only about 
an hour, and one dona-
tion saves up to three 
lives. Appointments 
to donate can be made 
online at obi.org or by 
calling 877-340-8777. 

Walk-ins are also wel-
come.

*16-year-olds must 
weigh at least 125 
pounds and provide 
signed parental per-
mission; 17-year-olds 
must weigh at least 
125 pounds; 18+ year 
olds must weigh at 
least 110 pounds. Pho-
to ID required.

OBI is the sixth-larg-
est independent blood 
center in the nation, 
with 16 donor cen-
ters in Oklahoma, 
Arkansas, and Texas, 
including nine centers 

throughout Oklahoma. 
OBI provides more 
than 90 percent of 
Oklahoma’s blood sup-
ply to more than 160 
hospitals and medical 
facilities.
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Modern-day slavery that forces adults, teens and children 
into involuntary servitude for labor, drugs or sex through 
fraud or coercion.

Labor trafficking is the most prevalent type of human 
trafficking, and mostly found in these industries:  agricul-
ture, such as marijuana farms, home cleaning services, 
manufacturing, and hotel and restaurant sectors.

Sex trafficking targets men, women, boys and girls in 
rural, suburban and urban communities. Typically, it is a 
slow recruiting process, usually through social media or 
apps, or by a family member, friend or acquaintance to 
create a false friendship, romance, promise or job offer.

In Oklahoma, most human trafficking is not happening 
by people passing through on highways, but by Oklaho-
mans entrapping Oklahomans without leaving the state 
or their hometown.

At least 350 Oklahoma victims per year have received 
assistance to heal and recover from a human trafficking 
experience; and at least 4,000 Oklahomans per year are 
requesting help.

TEXT “HELP” TO #233733
https://humantraffickinghotline.org

STOP HUMAN TRAFFICKING

WHAT IS HUMAN TRAFFICKING?

Collateral

Facebook page:Info card: Keychains:

Video produced by Prairie Surf Studio depicting a typical scenario in Oklahoma involving human trafficking.

Digital and Social Media Posts

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eG8ZDE8hbOQ98ycJOJO7H-dZc30wGIJv/view
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CHRONOLOGY OF IMPACT ACHIEVEMENTS 
ON ISSUES (FY04 – FY24)

 The Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women advises the Governor and legislature on findings from research, 
focus groups, summits and community conversations conducted by the Commission. These findings are provided in an 
Annual Report as recommendations for legislation and policy to improve the quality of life and economic opportunities 
for women in Oklahoma. Below is a chronology of the research, summits and community conversations conducted by the 
Commission from FY04 to FY24.

2024 – Focus on Childcare and Human Trafficking

-	 Hosted Solutions, Initiatives, Strategies Summit on Navigating Childcare Crisis as a Barrier to Women’s Economic 
Opportunities with Emmy-Award winning journalist, Encourager/Advocate to Moms, 

	 and Author Paula Faris of “You Don’t Have To Carry It All” book.
-	 Facilitated 16 Community Conversations statewide on workforce development, incarceration, health,  

substance abuse, aging, and human trafficking
-	 Collaborated with 8 state agencies: Corrections, Career/Technology, Higher Education State Regents,  

Attorney General, Bureau of Narcotics, Health, Human Services and District Attorney Council.
-	 Wrapped up Not Me Not My Community Stop Human Trafficking educational initiative reaching more than  

20,000 Oklahomans and provided 6 grants to non-profit organizations to continue education in schools and  
camps on how to detect early signs of human trafficking.

2023 – Focus on Collaboration with State Agencies

-	 Collaborated with 7 state agencies: Corrections, Career & Technology Education, Mental Health and  
	 Substance Abuse, Attorney General, Bureau of Narcotics, Seminole State College, OKC Community College
-	 Conducted 15 Community Conversations on incarceration, diversionary programs, domestic violence, education, 		
	 substance abuse, trauma and human trafficking, reaching urban and rural: OKC, Tulsa, Seminole, Okemah,  
	 Durant, Weatherford and Lawton
-	 Collaborated with 9 non-profits statewide and heard from 10 survivors of different situations
-	 Collaborated with 6 nations: Apache, Choctaw, Cheyenne-Arapaho, Chickasaw, Cherokee and Comanche
-	 Launched the state’s first-ever educational effort, Not Me, to focus on early signs of human trafficking
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2022-2021 – Focus on Human Trafficking
-	 Conducted focus group research on human trafficking in Weatherford at Southwestern Oklahoma State University
-	 Held a Stop Human Trafficking Summit with First Lady Sarah Stitt and brought in the world’s foremost expert  
	 researcher on human trafficking from London – at no cost to the state
-	 Partnered with 3 non-profits statewide and an internationally acclaimed Subject Matter Expert throughout  
	 2019-2020;  published The White Paper, Growing Epidemic of Human Trafficking in Oklahoma in 2021 that is 			
	 memorialized in the Oklahoma Department of Human Services publication, “A Snapshot Report on Efforts to Fight 		
	 Human Trafficking in Oklahoma” and detailed in HB 4210 that established the Human Trafficking Response Unit in the 		
	 Oklahoma Attorney General’s Office, which was provided funding in 2023.
-	 Held statewide Facebook Live Community Conversations on the growing epidemic of human trafficking

2020 – Focus on Census (In-person events limited due to pandemic)

-	 Held Community Conversation on Facebook Live “Stand Up and Be Counted: Shape Your Future, 2020 Census”
-	 Held Proclamation presentation event at the State Capitol celebrating the 100th Anniversary of the 19th Amendment 
– 	 Women’s Right to Vote

2019-2017 – Focus on Mental Health and Substance Abuse

-	 Held first statewide Facebook Live Webinar with Subject Matter Experts on underlying mental health and substance 		
	 abuse issues leading to the high incarceration of women; the National Commission on the Status of Women shared 		
	 the webinar nationwide and to state and local commissions
-	 Held several Regional Community Conversations on Mental Health and Substance Abuse in Ada, Oklahoma City, 		
	 Woodward and with Hispanic community partners, while conducting survey research
-	 Formed partnership with Girls Scouts of Western Oklahoma to provide role models in many professions for young girls,  
	 and participated in Girls Day of Discovery event

2016-2015 – Focus on Domestic Violence

-	 Held Regional Community Conversations on Domestic Violence in Tulsa, Weatherford and Stillwater; conducted 		
	 survey research at each event
-	 Held a statewide Summit on Domestic Violence; partnered with YWCA and other non-profits
-	 Developed and distributed fact sheets to the legislature on the Status of Women in the U.S. and Oklahoma with 		
	 focus on underlying causes of incarceration: Domestic Violence of Women, Behavioral Health and Mental Health and 		
	 Substance Abuse, and Women’s Health
-	 Held Community Conversations on women’s health, reducing incarceration, improving educational and economic 		
	 status in Ardmore and Tulsa, partnering with the Oklahoma Women’s Coalition
-	 OU’s Carl Albert Research Center transferred The Appointment Project (get more women appointed to boards 		
	 and commissions) and LINKS (registry of state organizations focused on advancement of women)  to 	  
	 Commission for implementation 

CHRONOLOGY OF IMPACT ACHIEVEMENTS 
ON ISSUES (FY04 – FY24)
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2014 – Focus on Human Trafficking

-	 Held a statewide Summit on Human Trafficking and partnered with Survivors for Solutions, plus many women’s groups
-	 Collaborated with the Justice System partners in Norman on domestic violence, sexual assault and stalking that led to 		
	 the Commission’s focus on human trafficking.

2013 -2011: Focus on Health

-	 Held statewide Summit on Wise Choices: Solutions to Obesity and Diabetes in Women and partnered with Harold 		
	 Hamm Diabetes Center. Summit was funded by U.S. Public Health Service grant and partners.
-	 Co-hosted a legislative interim study on the growing human trafficking issue and partnered with Oklahoma Bureau of 		
	 Narcotics and several law enforcement entities.
-	 Statewide collaboration on Gestational Diabetes for women and their children to prevent obesity. Partners included  
	 Harold Hamm Diabetes Center, OUHSC Gestational Diabetes Clinic, OSU Diabetes Clinic, Choctaw Nation  
	 Gestational Diabetes Clinic of Excellence, Chickasaw Nation Gestational Diabetes Clinic of Excellence, and Oklahoma  
	 Department of Health County network of maternity clinics.

2010-2009 – Focus on Incarceration

-	 Published Oklahoma Women’s Baseline Statistical Report and distributed statewide. Partnered with Oklahoma  
	 State University’s Women Archives.
-	 Held Blue Ribbon Panel to address reducing the incarceration rate of women; partnered with the George Kaiser 		
	 Foundation and Oklahoma Department of Corrections
-	 Held statewide Summit to develop the Public Agenda Action Plan by 2020 to reduce the rate of incarceration of 		
	 women with increased community services in prevention, intervention and diversion, recidivism, and reentry, which 		
	 stimulated policy and community service changes
-	 Established the Guardian Award as an annual recognition to elected officials contributing to guarding, protecting 		
	 and preserving the rights of women, after presenting the first Guardian Award to Rep. Ron Peters for legislation passed 	
	 supporting women. 

2008-2007 – Focus on Health

-	 Statewide Summit featuring U.S. Assistant Secretary of Health Wanda Jones to discuss health, also incarceration  
	 of women.
-	 Regional Summits on Osteoporosis and Heart Health held in Stillwater, Muskogee, Seminole and Woodward.



	 Annual Impact Report FY 2024

17

2006-2004 – Focus on Health, Incarceration

-	 Published Oklahoma Women’s Almanac; partnered with OSU Women’s Archives
-	 Statewide Summit on drugs and mental health courts as an approach to reduce women incarceration
-	 Implemented 2004 Task Force recommendations to reduce women incarceration
-	 Commissioner legislators introduced bill to develop Oklahoma’s Breast and Cervical Cancer Program.
-	 Published Special Task Force Report on Incarcerated Women

Prior to 2004:

From the inception of the Oklahoma Governor’s Commission on the Status of Women (1960s) to the legislated Oklahoma 
Commission on the Status of Women (1994), the Commission selects one to three topical focus areas and spends two to 
four years researching the topic, conducting community conversations to gain local input, and finally, convening a Summit 
for the purpose of making recommendations to the legislature and the Governor.
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