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September 2023

Governor of Oklahoma J. Kevin Stitt
Oklahoma Senate President Pro Tempore Greg Treat
Oklahoma Speaker of the House Charles McCall

Thank you for the privilege to present findings by the Oklahoma Commission on the Status of 
Women respecting the many issues and challenges that impact women’s quality of life and economic 
opportunities. This Annual Impact Report is submitted to you under Section 665 of Title 74 of the 
Oklahoma Statutes.

The Commission experienced its most productive and impactful year in history, including providing 
the most policy and legislative recommendations to the executive and legislative branches in one year. 
These recommendations are based on the Commission’s tireless efforts visiting numerous non-profits 
and tribal nations in one year. We listened to women from all walks of life whose voices should be heard 
at the State Capitol. 

FY23 began with “The Journey” to focus on how Oklahoma became the top state to incarcerate women 
due to the high rate of drug offenders, domestic violence, addiction, and mental health. Many policy 
and legislative actions can address these issues early and provide appropriate resources to decrease the 
state’s high incarceration rate of women.

The Commission appreciates the allocation of $150,000 by the Oklahoma Senate to launch the state’s 
first program to educate Oklahomans on the early signs of human trafficking. The Commission believes 
the best approach to defeat this crime is to recognize and identify the early signs of sex trafficking, labor 
trafficking, and drug trafficking. In the fall 2022, the Commission launched the Not Me, Stop Human 
Trafficking educational initiative and reached out to universities, colleges, and high schools with a 
panel of law enforcement, non-profit, and narcotics experts. The Commission provides the schools and 
communities with information, tools, and resources to continue the educational process.

In FY24, the Commission will continue its “Journey” by presenting its findings to state agencies and 
will meet with agency program directors to collaborate on our research findings and promote the 
Commission as a resource for them. 

Please do not hesitate to reach out to us with any questions or comments about the Commission’s 
Annual Report and the important work we perform. Thank you for your continued support for the 
Commission and our efforts to improve the status of women in Oklahoma.

Sincerely,

Brenda Jones Barwick, APR
State Chair
Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women
Mobile: 405-831-5548
Email: ocswadmin@omes.ok.gov
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Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women 
The Commission comprises of 30 Commissioners who are appointed by the Governor, 
Senate President Pro Tempore and Speaker of the House. Each appointing authority has 
ten appointments for five-year terms each.

FY23 Executive Officers:
Brenda Jones Barwick, Chair
Carol Hefner, Vice Chair
Jill Shero, Finance Chair 
Julie Dermody, Secretary
Dr. Nyla Khan, Advisory Council Chair
Victoria Woods, Immediate Past Chair

Kitti Asberry, Executive Director

FY23 Commissioners:
Representative Rhonda Baker
Brenda Jones Barwick, APR
Emmalee Barresi
Marci Bond
Pat Carr
Denise Castelli
Emily Crouch
Director Lee Denney
Julie Dermody
Director Janie Dillard
Jana Gridley
Joy Hammons
Linda Haneborg
Carol Hefner
Estela Hernandez
Dr. Nyla Khan
Jean Lehr
Shiny Matthew
Shondra McCage
Representative Cyndi Munson
Shauna Peters
Briana Ramos
Dr. Delores Runnels
Jill Shero
Senator Brenda Stanley
Ollie Starr
Representative Tammy West
Victoria Woods
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Statewide Accomplishments
• 15 Community Conversations statewide with non-profits and colleges on incarceration, diversionary 

programs, domestic violence, education, substance abuse, trauma, and human trafficking

• 8 Rural and urban locations:  Tulsa, Oklahoma City, Seminole, Okemah, Durant, Weatherford, 
Alva, and Lawton. 

• 8 statewide non-profit collaborations: TEEM, YWCA, Little Light House, Resonance 
Center for Women, J16 Ministry, Palomar Family Justice Center, INTEGRIS Arcadia Trails Center for 
Addiction Recovery, and ASIS International Oklahoma Chapter.

• 10 state agency collaborations: Department of Corrections, Department of Career and Technology 
Education, Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services, Attorney General’s Office, 
Seminole State College, Oklahoma City Community College, and Bureau of Narcotics, Southwestern 
Oklahoma State University, Northwestern Oklahoma State University, and Great Plains Technology Center. 

• 7 Tribal nation collaborations: Apache, Choctaw, Cheyenne-Arapaho, Chickasaw, Cherokee,
Comanche, and Seminole.

• Performed 1 focus group research on human trafficking with college and high school students

• Conducted 5 human trafficking pre-event and post-event surveys

• Allocated 3 grants to human trafficking non-profits certified by the Attorney General’s office to
educate young women and increase their awareness level concerning human trafficking.

• Entered a partnership with Oklahoma City Community College to present an Economic and 
Workforce Summit on October 24, 2023. Topics of discussion will include solutions and recommendations 
to assist women in advancing their financial independence and economic growth opportunities.

The Journey
The Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women serves in an advisory role to the executive and 
legislative branches on economic, education, healthcare, pay equity, workforce, and societal issues that 
impact women. In our role as advisers, the Commission embarked on an eight-month Journey to listen to 
women talk about their life stories. The Commission visited eight non-profit organizations to learn more 
about the interconnections of many societal issues and their root causes. The graph below summarizes the 
Commission’s journey between September 2022 and May 2023.

#1 Per capita 
grandparents 
raising grandkids
72% non-violent

#2 Highest incarceration
69% victims

1 in 3 Domestic Violence
#1 ranked by CDC

Lack of Infrastructure
Unresolved Trauma
#15 lack treatment 
centers

Drugs, Anxiety, Depression, Obesity
22% Frequent mental distress

Child trauma: 80% 
chance incarceration 
84% are mothers

“Failure to Protect”
20-40 years

Abusers - 2 years

STATUS OF WOMEN IN OKLAHOMA

The Status of Women is not equal to the status of men 
Presented to Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women by Commissioner Brenda Barwick on June 16, 2022
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Legislative and Policy Recommendations

Based on the Commission’s conversations with dozens of Oklahoma women from the  
non-profits we visited, the Commission brings forth these policy and legislative 
recommendations for consideration.

1. When released from prison for a felony and completing a re-entry program or certain 
number of years of no parole violations, women should no longer have to check the “F-Felon” 
box on housing, jobs, and loan applications. This would give them equity when compared to 
other applicants for housing, loans, and jobs. Many women have children, who are attempting 
to establish a stable home life for her family and stop the cycle of incarceration. She should not 
have to carry the Scarlett Letter F for the remainder of her entire life. 

2. Opt for a new approach of decreasing female incarceration by allowing mothers to enter 
a “how to be a good mother” program or class before taking her children away. The current 
approach is feeding a generational cycle of incarceration, and Oklahoma may never see a 
decrease in female incarceration without a new approach. 

3. Develop a partnership with Career Techs, community colleges and universities that will assist 
domestic violence survivors who are exploited economically by helping her earn a degree or 
learn a trade to strive for economic independence. Studies show that a pilot project can result in 
a 60% success rate.

4. Studies show Oklahoma would benefit from accepting accreditation by the National 
Association of Private Schools to help children put money into a College Savings 529 account 
and allow children with an incarcerated parent to qualify for the Nicole Henry Scholarship.

5. Promote and give more funding to diversionary programs and transitional homes to give 
hope to young women, especially in rural areas that could help her get out of situations before 
escalating to prison. Many rural young women are not aware of diversionary programs and 
transitional homes due to lack of marketing and promoting of these programs in rural areas. A 
rural awareness initiative could be a “Get Out of Situation” card and save them from going to 
prison.

6.  Currently, there is a lack of resources and assistance for women who age out of foster care, 
which is accelerating many women into the path of incarceration. It would be beneficial for the 
state to re-evaluate how to provide women a path for success between the ages of 18-25 who 
were in foster care. Three pathway recommendations are:

a. Partner with career techs, community colleges and universities to learn a wage-paying 
trade, profession, or skill, combined with a scholarship program

b. Partner with companies for jobs so she can earn a salary with insurance and other 
benefits, not minimum wage jobs. By making a living wage, it discourages her from going 
back to old ways and old friends, and thus become a productive citizen.

c. Partner with non-profits, hotels or apartment owners to provide her with a safe, secure 
housing until she reaches age 25

7.  Look at ways to reduce or eliminate compounding punishment. If a woman enters a post-
incarceration work program, drop reinstatement fees for driver’s licenses and additional drug 
testing, which are needed to re-enter society. 
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Commission FY23 Impact Report
The following is the Commission’s Impact Activity report from September 2022 – May 2023. 

September 2022
The Education and Employment Ministry 
(TEEM). The Community Conversation was 
facilitated by former Speaker of the House 
and TEEM Executive Director Kris Steele, 
and we heard from women who shared their 
experience with Oklahoma’s criminal legal 
system. The leading factors to incarceration for 
women are listed below in ranking order, and 
#1-#4 are often inter-related, so the women 
are dealing with multiple issues:
1. Domestic violence -- may have been forced

by the abuser to commit a crime
2. Unresolved trauma -- a child whose mother

is sent to prison may never resolve this 
trauma, which may lead to mental health 
issues and eventually incarceration

3. Mental Health -- can lead to 
self-medicating or addiction

4. Addiction
5. Poverty
6. Lack of education
7. Self-esteem - how she sees herself in society
 
October 2022
At the YWCA (Oklahoma City), we heard from three survivors and learned about the top 100 Barriers to 
Leaving Abusive Partners. The top 5 barriers are words (threats) from the abusive partner:
1. I will kill you
2. I will kill the children
3. I will kill myself
4. I will kill your family
5. I will call Child Welfare

Meet YWCA OKC!  
3-Minute Video:
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=NzJOzCFdOCw

TEEM Executive Director addresses the Commission  
on incarceration leading factors.

YWCA leadership team meets with Commission on domestic violence issues.
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November 2022
Little Light House (Oklahoma City), a school for children whose parents are incarcerated was founded 
by Robin Khoury. A study by OU Professor Dr. Susan Sharp found that the minute a child’s mother is 
taken away, life problems begin for the child. Child trauma changes the chemistry in a child’s brain, as 
it is in an early development phase. One pregnant girl said, “I don’t know anyone who is married. I’ve 
never been to a wedding. I don’t know what marriage looks like.”  Generational incarceration is fed by 
generational poverty.  An After -School Program that brings people to meet and engage with the kids 
would be very helpful to the kids to see what is a marriage and a stable family and home life, which could 
open ideas and pathways to aspire toward rather than incarceration.

December 2022
Partnered with Southwestern Oklahoma State University, Weatherford Chamber of Commerce and 
Cheyenne-Arapaho to host a focus group and an initial Community Conversation on the human 
trafficking educational initiative. The focus group included college and high school students. A full 
report is attached and key findings were;
1. More education on what is human trafficking. No one knew it extended beyond 

sex trafficking. 
2. Need for a website to access educational materials and phone number if they suspect 

trafficking. Need to promote the national human trafficking hotline number.
3. Need education about situations and early signs that indicate someone is 

being targeted.

January 2023
Resonance Center for Women (Tulsa) is a 
transition home for women coming out of 
incarceration, domestic violence, substance 
abuse, human trafficking or any traumatic 
situations. Resonance partners with several 
Tulsa companies (AON, BAMA, WEBCO) 
that offer the women an opportunity to 
work. The non-profit also owns Take 2 Café 
in downtown Tulsa and is another work 
option for the women. We heard from a 
domestic violence survivor who is 27 years 
old, has a 9-year old daughter, and now has 
three savings accounts, a 401k, and going to 
college. She was proud to say that her family 
is proud of her.

Partnered with Seminole State College 
and Seminole Chamber of Commerce 
to officially launch the Not Me, Stop Human Trafficking educational initiative. Senator Roger Thompson 
officially announced the kickoff for the educational initiative. The first event was attended by more than 250 
students from colleges and high schools, plus community and business leaders. Serving on the Community 
Conversation panel were representatives from the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics, The Dragonfly Home 
and Missing Murdered Indigenous Women. The Commission presented a $2,000 grant to the college and 
President Lana Reynolds plans to name a room on campus after the Commission where students can come 
for assistance. Begin coordinating with the U.S. Department of Homeland Security to end human trafficking, 
“#WearBlueDay” (January 11) and utilizing toolkits for schools and communities as part of the Not Me effort.

Commission launches Not Me, Stop Human Trafficking educational initiative 
at Seminole State College.
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February 2023
Palomar Family Justice Center (Oklahoma 
City) works with numerous community 
agencies to provide wraparound services to 
victims of domestic violence, child abuse, 
sexual assault and human trafficking. 

Partnered with the Choctaw Nation to 
host a Community Conversation on Not 
Me, Stop Human Trafficking. Nearly 350 
college and high school students attended, 
included Choctaw Chief Gary Batton. One 
attendee immediately consulted with her 
School Counselor and the County Sheriff 
about her situation.  The panelists included 
representatives from The Spring – Shelter  
for Domestic Violence and Human  
Trafficking Survivors, and the Oklahoma 
Bureau of Narcotics.

Senator Roger Thompson (Okemah) 
addresses students at Seminole State 
College to launch Not Me, Stop Human 
Trafficking education effort.

Commission State Chair Brenda Barwick and Vice Chair Carol Hefner 
present the Community Partner certificate to Palomar Family Justice 

Center CEO Hillary Burkholder

Choctaw Nation Chief Gary Batton addresses the Not Me Community Conversation in Durant.
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March 2023
J127 Ministry (Durant) is a transition home for 
women who have aged out of the foster care 
system to gain life skills and critical foundations for 
their futures.  Based on James 1:27 scripture (“Take 
care of your orphans”), J127 has housing for 10 
young women and programming includes learning 
life skills, such as budgeting, bank accounts, car 
maintenance, sewing, interest rates, education 
and how to break the poverty cycle. Many of these 
women have been through 12 foster homes, so 
they deal with a lot of trauma. J127 creates stable 
relationship experiences for them, such as inviting 
local leaders to bring a prepared meal and dine with 
the women, and taking the women to a restaurant to 
show how to read and order from a menu. 

Partnered again with Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University to host a Community Conversation on 
the Not Me, Stop Human Trafficking initiative. The 
panelists included representatives from The Red 
Cord, a Southwest Oklahoma anti-human trafficking 
organization, and the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics.

April 2023
Partnered with Great Plains Technology 
Center in Lawton for a Community 
Conversation on Not Me, Stop Human 
Trafficking. Panel representatives 
include The Red Cord and Oklahoma 
Bureau of Narcotics.

Partnered with Northwestern 
Oklahoma State University in Alva for a 
Community Conversation on Not Me, 
Stop Human Trafficking with Oklahoma 
Bureau of Narcotics.

Presented the Guardian Award to  
Senator Roger Thompson (Okemah) for 
his significant role in launching the educational initiative to end human trafficking and to Representative 
Cyndi Munson (Oklahoma City) for her legislative successes to provide equal pay for equal work and to 
strengthen the rights of survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault Lana Reynolds, Seminole State 
College President, was presented the Kate Barnard Award for hosting the first Not Me, Stop Human 
Trafficking Community Conversation. These awards were presented at the Oklahoma Women’s Hall of 
Fame that included induction of 8 women who have made enduring contributions to Oklahoma and beyond. 

Commission visits J127 Ministry to learn about issues facing women  
after aging out of the foster care system.

Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics Mike Snowden addresses students at Northwestern 
Oklahoma State University in Alva at a Not Me Community Conversation.

May 2023

Hosted the monthly meeting at INTEGRIS Health Arcadia Trails Center for Addiction Recovery 
(Edmond). The Commission learned about the programs provided to individuals facing substance abuse 
and disorder functions. The facility provides a full continuum of care services with state-of-the-art drug 
and alcohol treatment program.  

CHRONOLOGY OF IMPACT ACHIEVEMENTS SINCE 2004

The following chronology details significant accomplishments per year and illustrates the requirement for 
multiple years to adequately study an issue.

2023 – Focus on mul�ple issues 
- Collaborated with 10 state agencies: Correc�ons, Career & Technology Educa�on, Mental Health and

Substance Abuse, Atorney General, Bureau of Narco�cs, Seminole State College, OKC Community College,
Southwestern Oklahoma State University, Northwestern Oklahoma State University, Great Plains
Technology Center

- Conducted 15 Community Conversa�ons on incarcera�on, diversionary programs, domes�c violence,
educa�on, substance abuse, trauma and human trafficking, reaching urban and rural: OKC, Tulsa, Seminole,
Okemah, Durant, Weatherford and Lawton

- Collaborated with 8 non-profits statewide and heard from 10 survivors of different situa�ons
- Collaborated with 7 na�ons: Apache, Choctaw, Cheyenne-Arapaho, Chickasaw, Cherokee, Comanche, and Seminole
- Conducted a focus group with college and high school students in Weatherford on messaging for a human

trafficking educational initiative.
- Launched the state’s first human trafficking educa�onal effort, Not Me, to focus on early signs of human

trafficking
- Conducted 5 human trafficking pre-event and post-event surveys. Data attached.
- Legislation included the Commission's seven recommendations from its 2021 Human Trafficking Report for

the Attorney General's Human Trafficking Task Force.
- Issued statement supporting Governor Stitt's Women's Bill of Rights executive order that defines "woman"

and protects safe spaces for women.

2022-2021 – Focus on Human Trafficking 
- Conducted focus group research on human trafficking in Weatherford at Southwestern Oklahoma State University
- Held a Stop Human Trafficking Summit with First Lady Sarah Stitt and brought in the world’s foremost

expert researcher on human trafficking from London – at no cost to the state
- Partnered with 3 non-profits statewide and an interna�onally acclaimed Subject Mater Expert throughout

2019-2020;  published The White Paper, Growing Epidemic of Human Trafficking in Oklahoma in 2021 that
is memorialized in the Oklahoma Department of Human Services publica�on, “A Snapshot Report on Efforts
to Fight Human Trafficking in Oklahoma” and detailed in HB 4210 that established the Human Trafficking
Response Unit in the Oklahoma Atorney General’s Office, which was provided funding in 2023.

- Held statewide Facebook Live Community Conversa�ons on the growing epidemic of human trafficking

2020 – Focus on Census (In-person events limited due to pandemic) 
- Held Community Conversa�on on Facebook Live “Stand Up and Be Counted: Shape Your Future, 2020 Census”
- Held Proclama�on presenta�on event at the State Capitol celebra�ng the 100th Anniversary of the 19th

Amendment – Women’s Right to Vote
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2016-2015 – Focus on Domes�c Violence 
- Held Regional Community Conversa�ons on Domes�c Violence in Tulsa, Weatherford and S�llwater; conducted

survey research at each event
- Held a statewide Summit on Domes�c Violence; partnered with YWCA and other non-profits
- Developed and distributed fact sheets to the legislature on the Status of Women in the U.S. and Oklahoma with

focus on underlying causes of incarcera�on: Domes�c Violence of Women, Behavioral Health and Mental
Health and Substance Abuse, and Women’s Health

- Held Community Conversa�ons on women’s health, reducing incarcera�on, improving educa�onal and
economic status in Ardmore and Tulsa, partnering with the Oklahoma Women’s Coali�on

- OU’s Carl Albert Research Center transferred The Appointment Project (get more women appointed to boards
and commissions) and LINKS (registry of state organiza�ons focused on advancement of women)  to
Commission for implementa�on

2014 – Focus on Human Trafficking 
- Held a statewide Summit on Human Trafficking and partnered with Survivors for Solu�ons, plus many women’s groups
- Collaborated with the Jus�ce System partners in Norman on domes�c violence, sexual assault and stalking that

led to the Commission’s focus on human trafficking.

2013 -2011: Focus on Health 
- Held statewide Summit on Wise Choices: Solutions to Obesity and Diabetes in Women and partnered with

Harold Hamm Diabetes Center. Summit was funded by U.S. Public Health Service grant and partners.
- Co-hosted a legisla�ve interim study on the growing human trafficking issue and partnered with Oklahoma

Bureau of Narco�cs and several law enforcement en��es.
- Statewide collabora�on on Gesta�onal Diabetes for women and their children to prevent obesity. Partners

included Harold Hamm Diabetes Center, OUHSC Gesta�onal Diabetes Clinic, OSU Diabetes Clinic, Choctaw
Na�on Gesta�onal Diabetes Clinic of Excellence, Chickasaw Na�on Gesta�onal Diabetes Clinic of Excellence,
and Oklahoma Department of Health County network of maternity clinics.

2010-2009 – Focus on Incarcera�on 
- Published Oklahoma Women’s Baseline Sta�s�cal Report and distributed statewide. Partnered with Oklahoma

State University’s Women Archives.
- Held Blue Ribbon Panel to address reducing the incarcera�on rate of women; partnered with the George Kaiser

Founda�on and Oklahoma Department of Correc�ons
- Held statewide Summit to develop the Public Agenda Ac�on Plan by 2020 to reduce the rate of incarcera�on

of women with increased community services in preven�on, interven�on and diversion, recidivism, and
reentry, which s�mulated policy and community service changes

- Established the Guardian Award as an annual recogni�on to elected officials contribu�ng to guarding,
protec�ng and preserving the rights of women, a�er presen�ng the first Guardian Award to Rep. Ron Peters for
legisla�on passed suppor�ng women.

2019-2017 – Focus on Mental Health and Substance Abuse 
- Held first statewide Facebook Live Webinar with Subject Mater Experts on underlying mental health and

substance abuse issues leading to the high incarcera�on of women; the Na�onal Commission on the Status
of Women shared the webinar na�onwide and to state and local commissions

- Held several Regional Community Conversa�ons on Mental Health and Substance Abuse in Ada, Oklahoma
City, Woodward and with Hispanic community partners, while conduc�ng survey research

- Formed partnership with Girls Scouts of Western Oklahoma to provide role models in many professions for
young girls, and par�cipated in Girls Day of Discovery event

2006-2004 – Focus on Health, Incarcera�on 
- Published Oklahoma Women’s Almanac; partnered with OSU Women’s Archives
- Statewide Summit on drugs and mental health courts as an approach to reduce women incarcera�on
- Implemented 2004 Task Force recommenda�ons to reduce women incarcera�on
- Commissioner legislators introduced bill to develop Oklahoma’s Breast and Cervical Cancer Program.
- Published Special Task Force Report on Incarcerated Women

Prior to 2004: 
From the incep�on of the Oklahoma Governor’s Commission on the Status of Women (1960s) to the legislated 
Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women (1994), the Commission selects one to three topical focus areas 
and spends two to four years researching the topic, conduc�ng community conversa�ons to gain local input, and 
finally, convening a Summit for the purpose of making recommenda�ons to the legislature and the Governor. 

2008-2007 – Focus on Health 

- Statewide Summit featuring U.S. Assistant Secretary of Health Wanda Jones to discuss health, also
incarcera�on of women.

- Regional Summits on Osteoporosis and Heart Health held in S�llwater, Muskogee, Seminole and Woodward.
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legisla�on passed suppor�ng women.

2019-2017 – Focus on Mental Health and Substance Abuse 
- Held first statewide Facebook Live Webinar with Subject Mater Experts on underlying mental health and

substance abuse issues leading to the high incarcera�on of women; the Na�onal Commission on the Status
of Women shared the webinar na�onwide and to state and local commissions

- Held several Regional Community Conversa�ons on Mental Health and Substance Abuse in Ada, Oklahoma
City, Woodward and with Hispanic community partners, while conduc�ng survey research

- Formed partnership with Girls Scouts of Western Oklahoma to provide role models in many professions for
young girls, and par�cipated in Girls Day of Discovery event

2006-2004 – Focus on Health, Incarcera�on 
- Published Oklahoma Women’s Almanac; partnered with OSU Women’s Archives
- Statewide Summit on drugs and mental health courts as an approach to reduce women incarcera�on
- Implemented 2004 Task Force recommenda�ons to reduce women incarcera�on
- Commissioner legislators introduced bill to develop Oklahoma’s Breast and Cervical Cancer Program.
- Published Special Task Force Report on Incarcerated Women

Prior to 2004: 
From the incep�on of the Oklahoma Governor’s Commission on the Status of Women (1960s) to the legislated 
Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women (1994), the Commission selects one to three topical focus areas 
and spends two to four years researching the topic, conduc�ng community conversa�ons to gain local input, and 
finally, convening a Summit for the purpose of making recommenda�ons to the legislature and the Governor. 

2008-2007 – Focus on Health 

- Statewide Summit featuring U.S. Assistant Secretary of Health Wanda Jones to discuss health, also
incarcera�on of women.

- Regional Summits on Osteoporosis and Heart Health held in S�llwater, Muskogee, Seminole and Woodward.
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Not Me, Stop Human Trafficking Educational Initiative Launch - Year One
The Oklahoma Senate allocated $150,000 funds for an initiative to reach students through schools that 
increases their knowledge and awareness about human trafficking and learn to identify and recognize 
early signs of potential trafficking.

Following a focus group with college and high school students at Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University, this research was used to launch Oklahoma’s first educational initiative, Not Me, Stop 
Human Trafficking educational initiative in January 2023. It focuses on detecting the early signs 
of human trafficking with a Community Conversation of expert panelists. As of summer 2023, the 
Commission reached approximately 1,500 Oklahoma students, community and business leaders 
through five events. The commission conducted pre-event and post-event surveys to measure an 
increase in awareness from the Community Conversations, and the data is attached. The allocation 
funds the Commission’s educational initiative through September 2024.

The first Not Me, Stop Human Trafficking Community Conversation was held at Seminole State College 
and more than 250 high school and college students, and business and community leaders attended 
the two events. The Commission partnered with the Seminole Chamber of Commerce and invited high 
school students from Okemah and other nearby towns.

The Commission is leveraging the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s End Human Trafficking 
community toolkits and marketing materials by distributing to school and community leaders as a follow 
up to the Not Me Community Conversations.

Not Me Keychains
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Commission on the
Status of Women

 

WHERE:

WHEN:     

   
 

     

Worley Seminar Center, Building 300
Great Plains Technology Center

4500 SW Lee Blvd. in Lawton

April 13, 2023        9:30-11:00 A.M.

Think you know about human trafficking? Tell us what you
 know and scan the QR code to answer 4 questions.

Information card Event flyer

Facebook page

The Commission made Not Me, Stop Human Trafficking social media pages:  
@NotMeOkla on Facebook and Instagram
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2022 Human Trafficking Focus Group Report
Overview

•	 A focus group was held on December 16, 2022, in Weatherford, OK, for the Oklahoma Commission 
on the Status of Women. It was held inside the Weatherford Chamber of Commerce conference 
room at 210 W Main St, Weatherford, OK 73096. The group convened from noon to 1 p.m. The 
facilitator for the focus group was Cory Cart, APR, who presented this report to the Commission.

Attendees
•	 Joining the moderator were nine participants. The participants represented numerous subsets of 

the state’s population based on gender, age, ethnic background, career, and residency location. 
•	 Gender: Two men and seven women comprised the group.
•	 Ethnic Backgrounds Represented: Caucasian, Hispanic, Native American, and mixed
•	 Age: Participants ranged in age from 20 to 67
•	 Location of Home Residence: Participants hailed from five cities: Weatherford, Seminole, Yukon, 

Hydro, and Clinton.
•	 Career: Participants represented a variety of careers, including a county HR director, a university 

marketing director, an administrative assistant, two university students, a loan officer, and three 
CASA advocates.

Feedback by Topic
•	 Participants were presented with open-ended questions to gauge their diverse reactions to each. 

All participants engaged with the subject matter, and nearly all contributed to each topic. Instead 
of grouping feedback by the question asked, it is grouped by topic. This is because once a question 
was asked, the conversation was allowed to take shape organically, and the participants discussed 
topics rather than giving direct answers to questions.

Topic 1: Defining human trafficking
•	 When asked to define human trafficking, participants paused and were confused. No one was able 

to define the topic fully.
•	 Several people mentioned kidnapping as the only way to describe this topic.
•	 One participant stated numerous times that immigrant populations are the most targeted.
•	 Discussion at one point centered on the fact that human trafficking is not something that 

voluntarily materializes. In other words, they said it was not something you choose to do. They feel 
that there is confusion over topics like prostitution. The group discussed that it is assumed that 
everyone in this area chooses to do it voluntarily, but that is not always the case.

•	 A few participants stated that human trafficking only impacts impoverished Oklahomans.
•	 A few participants stated that it typically impacts college students the most.
•	 One mentioned it referred to illegal activity along I-40.

Topic 2: Signs one is being targeted
•	 Overall, there was very little understanding or consensus of what warning signs might indicate you 

are being targeted.
•	 Several participants described that the primary way of being targeted is by being followed in stores 

or parking lots.
•	 A portion of the discussion centered on tagging cars with markers such as zip ties, window writing, 

and other identifiable objects.
•	 One stated that manipulative relationships are a sign.
•	 Two brought up age dynamics – specifically older men with younger women.
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Topic 3: How and where to find help
•	 When asked where to seek help or assistance beyond calling 911, the room fell silent. Overall, no 

one knew where to go for help specifically related to human trafficking.

Topic 4: Scope of human trafficking in Oklahoma
•	 There was no degree of certainty about the impact human trafficking has on Oklahoma.

Topic 5: Creative feedback
•	 Overall feedback on creative and branding from the participants included:

o The creative should convey the various aspects of what human trafficking is and how it is defined. 
For instance, most didn’t think of men or that you can experience human trafficking in a corporate 
environment.

o The creative needs something to make it “more real” and “more Oklahoma.”
o They want to know if there is a website or phone number for people to call if they need help. Thus, 

part of the education about human trafficking should be focused on where and how to seek help 
beyond calling 911.

o They pointed out that Oklahoma’s immigrant populations are greatly impacted by human 
trafficking, so they recommended that the campaign be presented in English and Spanish.

o Top Choice Concept:

                
	 Participants liked the left side of the billboard but didn’t feel the text on the yellow 

half was impactful. Participants suggested that the yellow side of the billboard 
feature Oklahoma-specific statistics that illustrate the problem. They said the stats 
would make it the “most real”.

	 They did NOT like the tagline “Say No to Human Trafficking.” They felt this 
conveyed that human trafficking was a choice a person made. They did not find it 
effective, rather one stated it was offensive.

	 One participant felt this logo evoked action that kids would understand. She stated that 
it would help kids know to use this hand gesture and say “Not me” if they were in an 
unsafe situation.

	 They felt there needed to be a website or phone number on the billboard so that 
people could know where to turn to when they, or someone they know, needed help.
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Topic 6: Educational resources
•	 All participants agreed that they would start with a Google search
•	 Podcasts were suggested as an educational tool to learn more. These could live on a website and 

be available for free.
•	 Numerous participants asked if there was an Oklahoma-specific website for this campaign. One 

recommended the URL of oknotme.com.
•	 Several participants said shareable resources were important to them.
•	 One participant pointed out that area bathrooms at gas stations had a phone number inside the 

bathroom stalls for women to call for help while in the restroom. They suggested this should be a 
focus for gas station bathrooms situated alongside Oklahoma’s interstates.

Topic 7: Promo Products
•	 All participants agreed that stickers for water bottles and laptops would be good.
•	 It was also highly suggested that belt bags and bucket hats are best for high school-age and college 

students.
•	 Pop sockets and key chains were suggested as something that would be always on a person, and it 

is recommended that a phone number and website be on the items. No matter the final decision 
on what to purchase, the group agreed that the items should always be on you to know where to 
access safety information if you were being targeted easily. 

Recommendations
Trends identified throughout the focus group shape the recommendations for the next steps.

•	 Focus should be put on educating Oklahomans on what human trafficking is and how it is defined. 
No one knew it included situations beyond sex trafficking. A focus on the corporate aspects of 
human trafficking resonated with this group and stimulated the most interest in learning more 
about the topic. Thus, scenarios that shock or surprise your audiences will have the most impact.

•	 Overall, the group said that being exposed to more facts, stats, and figures would make them take 
notice of the issues and explore it in more detail.

•	 Women are most familiar with the subject of human trafficking. There is a clear pattern that men 
do not think it impacts them. Thus, a portion of the education should be focused on educating 
men about how to protect their family and friends from being targeted and helping them 
understand that they can be targeted.

•	 Nearly all participants wanted a website to access educational materials and a phone number to 
have saved in case they needed to direct someone in the event they found themselves targeted. 
While the commission’s mission is to educate, it is recommended that all materials feature the 
national human trafficking hotline number if one specific to Oklahoma isn’t available.

•	 Only one participant could articulate what to do if they found themselves in a bad situation. 
Education should be provided on where and how to seek help if needed.

•	 There was not a clear understanding of the signs you are being targeted. Education needs to be 
provided about situations and signs that would indicate someone is being targeted as a potential 
victim.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE     Media Contact: Kitti Asberry 
January 10, 2023        (405) 401-6970 
         Pakita.Asberry@omes.ok.gov

Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women Launches Anti-Human Trafficking 
Series and Not Me Educational Initiative

OKLAHOMA CITY -- Each year, an estimated 4,000 Oklahomans seek help from human trafficking 
situations. The Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women will launch two anti-human trafficking 
educational efforts -- series of Community Conversations to Stop Human Trafficking at schools and a 
Not Me initiative.

“Human trafficking is modern-day slavery,” said Commission State Chair Brenda Jones Barwick. “It’s a 
$150 billion a year industry and Oklahoma is not immune to it. Most human trafficking in Oklahoma is 
not happening by people passing through on highways, but by Oklahomans who are family members, 
friends or acquaintances entrapping Oklahomans into involuntary servitude through labor, sex or 
drugs.”

The series of Community Conversations to Stop Human Trafficking will be held at high schools, 
colleges and universities statewide to educate Oklahoma teens, young adults, teachers and parents 
on how to recognize early signs of a person being targeted for human trafficking servitude. The first 
Community Conversation will be held at Seminole State College on Thursday, Jan. 12, at Noon in 
the Jeff Johnstone Fine Arts Center ballroom with community leaders, following a 9:30 am panel 
discussion with students and faculty.

Community Conversations will feature a panel of Oklahoma professionals and experts on several 
aspects of human trafficking to provide a full spectrum of the issue in Oklahoma. Panelists will include 
non-profits that are providing healing and recovery services and resources to people entrapped into 
human trafficking situations; tribal and ethnic groups whose populations have experienced a high 
level of people forced into involuntary slavery; and law enforcement and drug interdiction officers 
who have been trained to recognize the signs of a bondage situation.

Labor trafficking is the most prevalent type of human trafficking. Its recruitment, harboring and 
transportation by force, fraud or coercion is most found in industries, such as agriculture, including 
marijuana farms, domestic workers in homes or hotels, and manufacturing or restaurant workers in 
inhumane environments with low wages.
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The second educational effort is a statewide Not Me initiative, also launched on Thursday at 
Seminole State College, to stop human trafficking and to raise awareness in recognizing early signs of 
human trafficking. The Not Me initiative will promote resources to seek help, such as hotlines, text 
number, a website, and several Oklahoma non-profit groups that are providing services to those who 
have been forced into a human trafficking situation.

For the first time, the Commission is focusing on prevention of human trafficking.  Barwick stated, 
“The focus has been on dealing with human trafficking after the crime has occurred. Many are 
unaware they are being trafficked because it is typically a slow, methodical recruitment process by 
a trusted relationship. We will educate Oklahomans to recognize the first, second and third typical 
approach by traffickers and empower Oklahomans to stand strong and say ‘Not Me’ to the trafficker.”

The Commission began its work on human trafficking in 2014 when it partnered with the Oklahoma 
Bureau of Narcotics to host Solutions, Initiatives, Strategies on Human Trafficking Summit. In 2020, 
First Lady Sarah Stitt hosted a summit on this topic at the Governor’s Mansion with a panel of 
experts. Additional information about the Commission’s work on human trafficking, including a 
White Paper published last year, can be found at https://oklahoma.gov/ocsw/human-trafficking.html.

For more information to schedule a Community Conversation or obtain Not Me materials, contact the 
Commission at ocswadmin@omes.ok.gov or call 405-401-6970.

For more information on the Seminole State College events, contact Professor Christal Knowles 
at 405-382-9207 or c.knowles@sscok.edu for the morning session and Seminole Chamber of 
Commerce at 405-382-3640 for the noon event.

The Oklahoma Commission on the Status of Women is an official state agency that advises the 
Governor and legislature on recommendations to strengthen and empower women by identifying 
issues to improve their quality of life and economic opportunities. It comprises 30 commissioners 
appointed by the Governor, Senate President Pro Tempore and Speaker of the House, as well as an 
Advisory Council of men and women who have an expertise on issues that impact women. Visit the 
Commission website at www.oklahoma.gov/ocsw.
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Rural Educational Sites
2023

The map below identifies each area statewide where Not Me, Stop Human Trafficking 
Community Conversations were held from January to May 2023.

The following word clouds visually illustrate the increased knowledge and awareness prior 
 to and after the community conversations:

                        Themes in pre-event surveys:                                 

    Themes in post-event surveys:
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A LUNCH SPECIALS A

TRY OUR NEW STUFFED AVOCADOS & OTHER NEW MENU ITEMS!

17804 Drummond Rd, Shawnee, OK

By Gail Ellis

The northeast district of 
Oklahoma State University 
Extension has received two 
Native American Agriculture 
Fund grants to support new 
and ongoing partnerships 
with multiple Native Amer-
ican tribes and nations in 
Oklahoma.

NAAF provides funding 
to eligible organizations for 
business assistance, agri-
cultural education, techni-
cal support and advocacy 
services to support Native 
farmers and ranchers. 
Nancy Johnson, director 
of OSU Extension in the 
northeast district, said OSU 
Extension received similar 
grants from the Federally 
Recognized Tribes Exten-
sion Program in the past, 
but this most recent award 
is the first distributed by 
NAFF.

The two grants, one allot-
ted to the Muscogee Nation 
and another designated for 
a group of nine tribes in the 
northeast part of the state, 
will provide approximately 
$335,000 over the next four 
years for agricultural proj-
ects tied to the preservation 
of Native American culture.

Objectives outlined for 
the Muscogee Nation grant 
by Johnson and co-prin-
cipal investigator Leslie 
Lewis include establishing a 
new OSU Extension educa-
tor position to help relaunch 
an archery club, introduce 
anti-bullying and health 
curricula and train youth in 
meat judging. Native Farm-
ers and Ranchers program-
ming will explore pecan 
grafting as well as beef and 
small animal production 
and management.

Other portions of funding 
for the Muscogee Nation 

will support community 
development with training 
in resume writing, job skills 
and soft skills, along with 
education on the dangers of 
substance abuse and social 
media safety. Tribe mem-
bers will learn about county 
and tribal government, the 
benefits of growing their 
own food, food distribution 
and how to ensure a healthy 
diet.

“Some of the training 
opportunities will be inter-
twined with their native 
language, and we hope to 
incorporate elders into the 
process of cultural pres-
ervation through customs 
such as basket weaving,” 
Johnson said.

The Muscogee Nation 
has about 87,000 members 
in Oklahoma; the nation 
covers Okmulgee, McIn-
tosh, Okfuskee, Hughes, 
Creek, Tulsa and Wagoner 
counties along with por-
tions of Mayes, Rogers and 
Seminole counties. John-
son said the NAAF grant 
was written in collaboration 
with the College of the Mus-
cogee Nation, and the new 
educator will be housed on 
its campus when hired.

The goal of the nine-
tribes grant, co-authored 
by Kathy Enyart, is to fund 
an educator to build upon 
resources already in place, 
including free water testing 
and childcare training.

“The Eastern Shawnee 
Tribe has an outdoor class-

room it’s going to let us use, 
and the Quapaw Nation 
could potentially let us use 
its meat processing plant 
for meat judging,” Johnson 
said.

The nine tribes of the 
Inter-Tribal Council are the 
Eastern Shawnee Tribe, 
Miami Tribe, Modoc Nation, 
Ottawa Tribe, Peoria Tribe, 
Quapaw Tribe, Seneca-Ca-
yuga Nation, Shawnee Tribe 
and Wyandotte Nation, all 
located in Ottawa County.

In addition to the latest 

round of funding through 
NAAF, Federally Recog-
nized Tribes Extension 
Program grants currently 
support projects involv-
ing community gardening 
in Pawnee County and an 
OSU Extension educator 
position and full-time pro-
gram assistant in Osage 
County.

“We’ll collaborate with 12 
different tribes in this grant 
cycle, and that’s pretty sub-
stantial,” Johnson said. 
“Our county educators 

connected and partnered 
with these tribes to lay the 
groundwork before we 
applied for this latest grant, 
and that has been success-
ful.”

OSU Extension uses 
research-based informa-
tion to help all Oklahomans 
solve local issues and con-
cerns, promote leadership 
and manage resources 
wisely throughout the 
state’s 77 counties. Most 
information is available at 
little to no cost.

OSU Extension to Add Native American Educator Roles

The Native American Agriculture Fund grant awarded to the Muscogee Nation will 
provide education and training on the benefits of growing a garden. (Photo by Todd 
Johnson, OSU Agricultural Communications Services)

News Release

OKLAHOMA CITY -- 
Each year, an estimated 
4,000 Oklahomans seek 
help from human trafficking 
situations. The Oklahoma 
Commission on the Status 
of Women will launch two 

anti-human trafficking edu-
cational efforts -- series of 
Community Conversations 
to Stop Human Trafficking 
at schools and a Not Me 
initiative.

“Human trafficking is 
modern-day slavery,” 
said Commission State 
Chair Brenda Jones Bar-
wick. “It’s a $150 billion a 
year industry and Okla-
homa is not immune to 
it. Most human trafficking 
in Oklahoma is not hap-
pening by people passing 
through on highways, but 
by Oklahomans who are 
family members, friends or 
acquaintances entrapping 
Oklahomans into invol-
untary servitude through 
labor, sex or drugs.”

The series of Commu-
nity Conversations to Stop 
Human Trafficking will 
be held at high schools, 
colleges and universities 
statewide to educate Okla-
homa teens, young adults, 
teachers and parents on 
how to recognize early 
signs of a person being 
targeted for human traf-
ficking servitude. The first 
Community Conversation 
will be held at Seminole 
State College on Thurs-
day, Jan. 12, at Noon in 
the Jeff Johnstone Fine 
Arts Center ballroom with 
community leaders, fol-
lowing a 9:30 am panel 
discussion with students 
and faculty.

Community Conversa-
tions will feature a panel 
of Oklahoma profession-
als and experts on sev-
eral aspects of human 
trafficking to provide a 
full spectrum of the issue 
in Oklahoma. Panelists 
will include non-profits 
that are providing heal-
ing and recovery services 
and resources to people 
entrapped into human traf-
ficking situations; tribal and 
ethnic groups whose popu-
lations have experienced a 
high level of people forced 
into involuntary slavery; 
and law enforcement and 
drug interdiction officers 
who have been trained to 
recognize the signs of a 
bondage situation.

Labor trafficking is 
the most prevalent type 
of human trafficking. Its 
recruitment, harboring and 
transportation by force, 
fraud or coercion is most 
found in industries, such 
as agriculture, including 
marijuana farms, domes-

tic workers in homes or 
hotels, and manufacturing 
or restaurant workers in 
inhumane environments 
with low wages.

The second educa-
tional effort is a statewide 
Not Me initiative, also 
launched on Thursday at 
Seminole State College, 
to stop human trafficking 
and to raise awareness 
in recognizing early signs 
of human trafficking. The 
Not Me initiative will pro-
mote resources to seek 
help, such as hotlines, text 
number, a website, and 
several Oklahoma non-
profit groups that are pro-
viding services to those 
who have been forced into 
a human trafficking situa-
tion.

For the first time, the 
Commission is focusing 
on prevention of human 
trafficking.  Barwick stated, 
“The focus has been on 
dealing with human traf-
ficking after the crime 
has occurred. Many are 
unaware they are being 
trafficked because it is 
typically a slow, method-
ical recruitment process 
by a trusted relationship. 
We will educate Oklaho-
mans to recognize the 
first, second and third typ-
ical approach by traffick-
ers and empower Oklaho-
mans to stand strong and 
say ‘Not Me’ to the traf-
ficker.”

The Commission began 
its work on human traffick-
ing in 2014 when it part-
nered with the Oklahoma 
Bureau of Narcotics to host 
Solutions, Initiatives, Strat-
egies on Human Traffick-
ing Summit. In 2020, First 
Lady Sarah Stitt hosted a 
summit on this topic at the 
Governor’s Mansion with 
a panel of experts. Addi-
tional information about 
the Commission’s work on 
human trafficking, includ-
ing a White Paper pub-
lished last year, can be 
found at https://oklahoma.
gov/ocsw/human-traffick-
ing.html.

For more information 
to schedule a Community 
Conversation or obtain Not 
Me materials, contact the 
Commission at ocswad-
min@omes.ok.gov or call 
405-401-6970.

For more information 
on the Seminole State 
College events, con-
tact Professor Christal 
Knowles at 405-382-9207 

or c.knowles@sscok.edu 
for the morning session 
and Seminole Chamber 
of Commerce at 405-382-
3640 for the noon event.

The Oklahoma Com-
mission on the Status of 
Women is an official state 
agency that advises the 
Governor and legislature 
on recommendations to 
strengthen and empower 
women by identifying 
issues to improve their 
quality of life and eco-
nomic opportunities. It 
comprises 30 commis-
sioners appointed by the 
Governor, Senate Pres-
ident Pro Tempore and 
Speaker of the House, as 
well as an Advisory Coun-
cil of men and women 
who have an expertise 
on issues that impact 
women. Visit the Commis-
sion website at www.okla-
homa.gov/ocsw.

Anti-Human Trafficking Series 
Launched This Week in Oklahoma
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Kiersten Stone
WDN Lifestyles Editor

 The 2nd annual Ag Parade and Street 
Fair is set to be full of free activities 
and photo opportunities for all to 
enjoy.
 The parade will begin 5:30 p.m. 
and travel along Main Street between 
Caddo and 8th Street.
 After the parade ends, all fl oats, 
tractors and combines will circle back 
and park downtown for pictures and 
close-up looks. The Weatherford 
Fire Department also will have the 

fi retrucks in Towne Centre for kids to 
get a hands-on experience with.

Chatterbox
Do you have information for the WDN Chatterbox? Call (580) 772-3301. Jerry Waldrop, who can be reached by calling (618) 421-5794, 
is a volunteer of Veterans Corner, along SH 9 in Norman. He will be at the Heartland Museum in Weatherford from 9 a.m. to noon Friday, 
April 7, to aid veterans in filing for disability benefits. Veterans need to bring their DD-214. Happy Birthday to WDN Facebook friends 
Christi Stewart, Barbara Jones, Debo Johnson, Ron Williams, Morgan Milliron, Cindy Sink, Bobby Johnson, Rory King, Jim 
Edwards, Jamie Spain, Aprill Watan, Tisha Nevels and Brent Reed.

SWOSU hosts panel to discuss
human trafficking in Oklahoma
Kiersten Stone
WDN Lifestyles Editor

 The SWOSU Political 
Science Student Association 
partnered with the Oklahoma 
Commission on the Status 
of Women to host a panel 

discussing the early warning 
signs and the effects of human 
traffi cking in Oklahoma.
 The panel consisted of 
four panelists who were 
experts in their fi eld. The 
fi rst panelist was Melissa 
Eick, co-founder and director 

of Communications and 
Development of the Dragonfl y 
Home. The second panelist 
was Mike Hoskins, drug 
intelligence offi cer for the 
Oklahoma region of the 
Texoma-High Intensity Drug 
Traffi cking Areas Program. 

The third panelist was Craig 
Williams, chief agent of the 
Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics 
and Dangerous Drugs, 
Marijuana Enforcement Teams 
and the Human Traffi cking 
Sections. The fourth and fi nal 
panelist was Ashley Chapman, 

vice president of the Red 
Cord, Southwest Oklahoma’s 
Anti Human Traffi cking 
Organization.
 The panel began by 

Montgomery Malone/WDN
Xpress Wellness Urgent Care 
Weatherford is the Connections Food 
and Resource Center Grand Can 
Sculpture Competition Champion. 
Pictured from left is Sarah Creason, 
Misty Crider and Brooke Ward.

▼

•Please see Parade,
Page 12

50¢

Inserts inside

Street fair to be a
a family affair

•Please see Panel,
Page 12

Police — 6-7 Puzzles — 11 Classifieds — 8-10 Legals — 11 Sports — 2-5

Provided
►

Xpress Wellness Urgent Care 
Weatherford won the Connections 
Food and Resource Center Grand Can 
Sculpture Competition with a Shark 
made out of tuna cans. The shark is 
swimming in bottles of water.
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