


Parent Partnership Board Activities
April 2022 to June 2022

• NEW STAFF! Isabel Rodriguez – OCCY Community Planner – Parent Leadership Programs
• Oklahoma State Department of Health and Oklahoma Human Services Bi-Annual 

Collaborative Meeting: Strengthening Families through Parent Voice Presentation – Parent 
Partnership Board Member Sunnie Jamerson and OCCY, Oklahoma Partnership for School 
Readiness & Children’s Trust Fund Alliance Staff

• Oklahoma Partnership for School Readiness. Oklahoma Early Childhood Research 
Symposium Panel Presentation: Innovations in Covid 19: A Discussion of Sustainability –
Parent Partnership Board Member Dr. Lana Turner-Addison

• Strategic Sharing Workshop Facilitated by Children’s Trust Fund Alliance and hosted by 
OCCY for Parent Partnership Board Members and the OU OK Parent Child-Assistance 
Program (PCAP) Parent Advisors

• OCCY Parent Partnership Board Meetings – April & May
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THE OK PCAP PROJECT: GOAL & 
PURPOSE

To replicate and evaluate an established, 
evidence-informed intervention for pregnant 

and parenting women with substance use 
disorders to improve the well-being of 

Oklahoma children, families, and communities.



OK PCAP Partners and Funders



Meet The Oklahoma PCAP Team

Angela Harnden, PhD
Project Director

Julie Gerlinger, PhD
Quantitative Analysis Lead

Erin Maher, PhD
Principal Investigator

Matthew Deel, MD
Clinical Lead

Susan Stoner, PhD
WA PCAP Director & Co-PI

Deven Carlson, PhD
Cost-Benefit Analysis Lead

Heather Lepper-Pappan, MS
Graduate Research Assistant

Rin Ferraro, MS
Graduate Research Assistant



Parent Advisory Committee

Tara Peterson
Tulsa

Community-based Doula 
Tulsa Birth Equity Initiative &
Women in Recovery graduate

Cheyenne Nakanshi
Oklahoma City

North Care Parent Parter @ 
Oklahoma Parent Center

Michelle Jones
Washington PCAP

Case manager @ Washington PCAP

Dmarte` Williams 
Ohio

Certified Community Health Provider

ROLE

• Research consultant
• Lived experience expert
• Strategic Sharing

CONSULTATION

• Study design
• Study and program implementation
• Data analysis and interpretation
• Dissemination and communication



The Parent-Child 
Assistance Program 

(PCAP)
• Evidence-informed program from 

WA state, initially developed in the 
1990s

• Intensive case management and 
home visiting model

• Long duration - 3 years

• Small caseloads -16 women

• Theoretical bases - Relational 
Theory, Stages of Change, and Harm 
Reduction



The Parent-Child Assistance Program (PCAP) 
Goals

Assisting mothers in 
obtaining treatment 
and staying in 
recovery

1

Linking mothers to 
community resources 
that will help them 
build and maintain 
healthy, independent 
family lives for 
themselves and their 
children

2

Preventing future 
drug and alcohol use 
during pregnancy

3



Need in 
Oklahoma

High rate of substance use disorders

Oklahoma providers wrote 79 opioid 
prescriptions for every 100 persons–compared 
51 prescriptions per person in US

Parental substance use a risk factor in more 
than half of all child maltreatment cases

Rates of substance-exposed newborns 
increasing

Highest incarceration rate for women in the 
nation, most related to drug offences; nearly 2/3 
of women in prison are mothers



PCAP STUDY
Goal: Establish PCAP as an evidence-based 
program through rigorous evaluation to support 
spread, replication, and financing.

Evidence-based programs are established as such 
through experimental (randomized control trials) 
or quasi-experimental studies. 

Federal legislation (e.g., MIECHV, FFPSA) 
increasingly ties federal funding to interventions 
that are evidence-based.

Randomization allows researchers to isolate the 
impact of a program on outcomes of interest to 
policymakers.

Treatment participants receive PCAP, and control 
group participants are referred to services in the 
community (services as usual, were it not for this 
study).



Data Collection Schedule and Content



Addiction Severity Index (ASI)
Semi-structured interview designed to provide important information about aspects of a client’s life which may 
contribute to her substance abuse problem

Original 5th Edition ASI Sections 

• General Information
• Alcohol and Drug Use & Family Planning
• Legal Status 
• Medical Status 
• Psychiatric Status 
• Employment/Support Status 

The UW-ASI adds: (including some of our own questions)

• Target Child, Other Biological Children 
• Community Services
• Family History expanded to include Childhood History 



The Self—Administered Survey (SAS)
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PCAP Outcomes from WA: Pre- and Post-Design
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Cost Savings
From:
• Reduced use of child 

welfare services
• Reduced use of public 

assistance
• Increased employment and 

education
• Fewer subsequent alcohol-

and drug-exposed infants



OK PCAP: 
2021 - 2026

Sept 2021 – Late Summer 2022: 
Planning and infrastructure building

Late Summer 2022 - Sept 2023: 
Rolling enrollment into PCAP study

2025 - Sept 2026: Women graduate 
after 3 years

September 2026: End of the project, 
final analyses and reporting to follow



FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
PLEASE CONTACT:

PCAP@OU.EDU

ERIN MAHER, PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR 
(ERIN.MAHER@OU.EDU)

ANGELA HARNDEN, PROJECT DIRECTOR 
(ANGELA.HARNDEN@OU.EDU)
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