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Undocumented Orphan Wells (2023)

~61,000 (estimated)



Source: 
https://www.mi
ndat.org/loc-
426887.html



The Oklahoma Corporation Commission (OCC) began regulating the 
oil and gas industry in 1914. While the Commission was established 
at statehood in 1907, its initial focus was on railroads and 
telecommunications.
The shift toward oil and gas regulation occurred in several key phases:
 
 1913 (Early Oversight): The Second Legislature first placed oil 
pipelines under OCC regulation.
 

1914 (First Direct Drilling Regulation): The OCC officially began 
regulating oil and gas by restricting drilling and production in the 
Cushing and Healdton fields. This action was taken to prevent waste 
during a period when production far exceeded pipeline transport 
capacity.

 



1915 (Formal Statutory Authority): The Oklahoma Legislature passed 
the Oil and Gas Conservation Act, which granted the OCC broad 
statutory power to regulate drilling across the state. This act was 
designed to:
 Protect the correlative rights of all parties entitled to share in 
  production.
 Prevent waste of the state’s natural resources.
 Abate and prevent pollution resulting from exploration and 
  production activities. 

By 1917, the OCC had established formal rules and regulations 
governing the industry, which have since expanded to include well 
spacing, environmental compliance, and underground injection 
controls.
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The OGCD field staff have spent over

280 hours
working this incident
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December 19, 
2025 

Mitch and Kara 
Meredith filed a 
lawsuit against 
their insurance 
company and 

property developer, 
Brandan Foutch. 



In a January 26th demand letter,  the 
Meredith’s attorney demanded “the 
use of state funds to purchase the 

Meredith property”



Extensive Investigation by Oil & Gas Conservation Division

Over a seven-month period, the OGCD has conducted a comprehensive and 
methodical investigation into the Fort Gibson residence, including:

· 16 on-site visits for inspection, sampling, and evaluation

· Fluid sampling, site surveys, and environmental assessments

· Review of historical drilling records and well data in the surrounding area

· Analysis of historical aerial imagery and land-use patterns

· Coordination with state and federal partners, including the U.S. Geological 
Survey

· Evaluation of geological and hydrological conditions, including naturally occurring 
groundwater or artesian sources

· Review of seismic activity, including a 2.2 magnitude earthquake recorded 
within 10 miles of the site in August 2025



Legal Limitations Prevent Further Action

• Even if a subsurface source - such as an undocumented well - were identified, 
current law presents significant limitations

• The OGCD does not have statutory authority to remove or alter a private 
structure to access conditions beneath a home. In this case, access to the area 
beneath the residence is necessary to determine the source of the intrusion

• Additionally, the OGCD cannot proceed with plugging a potential well beneath 
the structure unless the home is removed or access is granted through the 
residence. At this time, that access is limited.

• The structure itself is preventing us from determining what may exist 
underneath



Commissioner Kim David Leading Effort to Identify Legal 
Remedy

Chair David holds firm that while the Oil & Gas Division has reached the limits 
of its regulatory authority, efforts to find a solution are ongoing.

“This is a deeply concerning situation for this family, and it is through no fault of 
their own,” Chair David said. “From the outset, I have worked alongside our Oil 
and Gas Division and directly with lawmakers to identify a path forward.”

“The reality is, there is currently no legal mechanism that allows us to take the 
next step. That is why I am continuing to work with legislators to pursue a 
solution - not only for this family, but to ensure other Oklahoma families are not 
left in similar situations in the future.”

“We are not stepping away from this issue - we are working to address a gap 
in the law. Our focus remains on helping this family while working to ensure 
a path exists for others in the future.”
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