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Undocumented Orphan Wells (2023)

~61,000 (estimated)



Source: 
https://www.mi
ndat.org/loc-
426887.html



The Oklahoma Corporation Commission (OCC) began regulating the 
oil and gas industry in 1914. While the Commission was established 
at statehood in 1907, its initial focus was on railroads and 
telecommunications .
The shift toward oil and gas regulation occurred in several key phases:
 
 1913 (Early Oversight): The Second Legislature first placed oil 
pipelines under OCC regulation.
 

1914 (First Direct Drilling Regulation) : The OCC officially began 
regulating oil and gas by restricting drilling and production in the 
Cushing and Healdton fields. This action was taken to prevent waste 
during a period when production far exceeded pipeline transport 
capacity.

 



1915 (Formal Statutory Authority): The Oklahoma Legislature passed 
the Oil and Gas Conservation Act, which granted the OCC broad 
statutory power to regulate drilling across the state. This act was 
designed to:
 Protect the correlative rights of all parties entitled to share in 
  production.
 ÂƖĲƻĲŰƣШƽċƚƣĲШŸŉШƣőĲШƚƣċƣĲќƚШŰċƣƨƖċũШƖĲƚŸƨƖĦĲƚЮ
 Abate and prevent pollution resulting from exploration and 
  production activities. 

By 1917, the OCC had established formal rules and regulations 
governing the industry , which have since expanded to include well 
spacing, environmental compliance, and underground injection 
controls.
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