Oklahoma Opioid Abatement Board
Abatement Grant Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

General

1. What is the Oklahoma Political Subdivisions Opioid Abatement Grants Act?

The Oklahoma Political Subdivisions Opioid Abatement Grants Act establishes the Oklahoma
Opioid Abatement Revolving Fund (the “Abatement Fund”) and the administration,
accountability, and operation of the Abatement Fund. 74 O.S.2021, § 30.3-30.8.

2. What is the Oklahoma Opioid Abatement Revolving Fund?

The Abatement Fund consists of certain funds obtained through settlements or judgments entered
on behalf of the State of Oklahoma relating to opioid litigation that involves pharmaceutical supply
chain participants. Funds may either be designated for deposit in the Fund or appropriated to it by
the Legislature.

3. Whatis the Abatement Fund used for?

The Oklahoma Opioid Abatement Board (the “Board”) is responsible for authorizing
disbursements from the Abatement Fund as grants to eligible political subdivisions. Eligibility of
applicants, as well as approved uses of these dollars are strictly controlled by state statute and
administrative rules.

4. What is the role of the Board?

The Board is responsible for developing and implementing procedures for the disbursement of
opioid grant awards to eligible participants. For additional information relating to who is eligible
to apply for a grant award and how funds can be used, see below. The Board also has responsibility
for the following:

e Developing an opioid grant application, and a process for the submission and
evaluation of grants;

e Establishing an appeals process for eligible participants to contest denials of an opioid
grant application or specific fund use requests;

e Maintaining oversight of the expenditure of opioid grant awards to ensure grants are
used exclusively for approved purposes; and

e Suspending allocations of grant awards found by the Board to be out of compliance.

74 0.S. § 30.7(C)
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5. Who are the members of the Board?

The Board’s membership can be found here.

6. When does the Board meet?
Information relating to Board meetings can be found here.
7. Who may apply for the grant funds?

Any “political subdivision,” as defined in 51 O.S. § 152(11)(a-d), that has been impacted by the
opioid crisis may apply for a grant funded from the Oklahoma Opioid Abatement Revolving Fund.
The definition includes any municipality, school district, inclusive of a technology center school
district, county, and a public trust where the sole beneficiary or beneficiaries are a city, town,
school district, or county. Depending on the trust indenture of a public trust, this may include a
county jail trust authority. Pending legislation would authorize board of regents or board of trustees
of a state educational institution which is a member of The Oklahoma State System of Higher
Education to be included in the definition of “political subdivision™ for purposes of eligibility
starting November of 2025.

8. Can a non-profit or other non-political subdivision apply for the grant funds?

No. The law limits applicants to only political subdivisions, as defined in in 51 O.S. § 152(11)(a-
d).

9. How are community service organizations or non-profits impacted by the grant
program?

The Board cannot award funds to these organizations directly. These organizations, however, may
partner with an eligible political subdivision that they serve for purposes of implementing a
specific approved opioid abatement project.

10. How does an eligible political subdivision apply for a grant?

To be considered for a grant award, an eligible political subdivision must submit a completed
application to the Board. The submitted application must be timely submitted and comply with all
requirements in law, administrative rule and Board procedures. The Board approved the 2025
funding amounts on March, 27, 2025. The online submission portal for State institutes of higher
education opens November 01, 2025, and the application window closes December 31, 2025. The
Office of the Oklahoma Attorney General has posted its recent webinar, as well as many applicant
resources to the website to provide further guidance and answer questions from eligible political
subdivisions.

11. Is an eligible participant required to provide matching grant funds?

No.
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12. What action must an eligible participant take prior to applying for a grant award?

An eligible political subdivision must demonstrate a commitment to abating the opioid crisis in
order to be considered for an award. First, an eligible political subdivision must memorialize in a
resolution or the equivalent governmental action the approval to utilize a grant award or expend
grant funds. 74 O.S. § 30.7(D). The resolution or its equivalent are required components of the
application for a grant award.

Additionally, the political subdivision must identify and engage a group of local stakeholders, such
as a governance committee or advisory council, to coordinate assessment, planning,
implementation and evaluation activities according to established principles of the Board. Under
this requirement, a political subdivision must engage in meaningful consultation with local health
departments, hospitals, schools, public safety service providers, Certified Community Behavioral
Health Clinics, prevention specialists, treatment providers, first responders, individuals and
families impacted by the crisis and other subject matter experts and provide the opportunity for
public comment. As a part of the meaningful consultation, a political subdivision must also provide
evidence that it conducted a needs assessment to examine local data and identify community needs
pertaining to opioids. Based on the needs assessment, an eligible political subdivision will then
formulate a plan that becomes part of a submitted application for a grant award.

Furthermore, to receive grant funds, an eligible political subdivision may be required to authorize,
approve and execute a release of claims. The release of claims, along with terms and conditions
are anticipated to be a part of, and fully incorporated into, the grant agreement. Purdue Settlement

Agreement; 74 O.S. § 30.7(E)

13. What documents must be submitted with a grant application?
Please see find a checklist available here.
14. How many applications can an eligible political subdivision submit?

An eligible political subdivision is limited to submitting one (1) application. While a subdivision
may only submit a single application, this rule does not prevent the subdivision from playing a
part in the activities described in the components of another subdivision’s submitted grant
proposal. Payments from the opioid settlements will continue to trickle on over the next fifteen
(15) years. Consequently, the Office of the Attorney General anticipates that the Legislature will
continue to appropriate funds to the Opioid Abatement Board for future opioid abatement grants.

15. In what amounts are grants made?

The amount of a grant award is determined solely in the discretion of the Board. The Board is not
required to fund a grant in the amount requested by the Applicant. Maximum grant awards are
based on an applicant’s population or full-time enrollment as established by the Board for each
round of grant funding. See question # 18 for the tiers and amounts approved by the Board for
2025 funding opportunities.
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16. Do applicants have to reapply each year?

No. Upon approval of the grant, grantees remaining in compliance will continue to receive
quarterly funds for the full three years of the project.

17. If an applicant’s grant is approved, do they have to wait three years to apply for
additional grant projects?

No. Grantees are eligible to submit one application for each application period, even if they are
currently engaged in grant projects awarded in prior years.

18. Is there a limit on the amount of funding that can be requested?

Yes. Applicants may only apply for the maximum amount available for their respective population
size. Requests for funding above those limits will not be considered, subject to two exceptions
provided in the emergency rules, including a showing of extraordinary need. The following are
tiers and amounts as approved by the Board for 2025 funding opportunities:

County Tiers
) Population Proposed
Tier Number ) _
Range Maximum Funding
1 Up to 25,000 $225,000.00
2 25,001-75,000 $450,000.00
3 75,001 or more $900,000.00

Municipality Tiers

Proposed

Tier Number Population Range ) )
Maximum Funding

1 Up to 15,000 $180,000.00
2 15,001-100,000 $375,000.00
3 100,001 or more $750,000.00
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Common Education School District Tiers

. Enrollment Proposed Maximum
Tier Number

Range Funding
1 Upto 2,000 $105,000.00
2 2,001-15,000 $225,000.00
3 15,001 or more $450,000.00

Technology School District Tiers

. Enrollment Proposed
Tier Number ) )
Range Maximum Funding
1 Up to 5,000 $105,000.00
2 5,001-15,000 $225,000.00
3 15,001 or more $450,000.00

Collaborative Mulit-Applicant Tiers

Population or Proposed
Enrollment Range Maximum Funding

Tier Number

1 Up to 100,000 $525,000.00

2 100,001-500,000 $1,050,000.00

3 500,000 or more  $2,250,000.00
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Higher Education School District Tiers

_ Enrollment  Proposed Maximum
Tier Number

Range Funding
1 Up to 5,000 $105,000.00
2 5,001-15,000 $225,000.00
3 15,001 - 25,000 $450,000.00
4 25,001 or more $900,000.00

A public trust which serves a city, school district or county as its sole beneficiary or beneficiaries
is also an eligible political subdivision.

School districts’ (common, technology, and higher education) population is determined by the
most recently available data from the Oklahoma State Department of Education or the Oklahoma
State Regents for Higher Education.

These maximum funding amounts are for the entire 3-year grant period.
19. Are funds awarded by the Board on an up-front or reimbursement basis?

The Board will distribute grant awards through equal quarterly disbursements. Grants for 2025
allow applicants to request a double-payment as their first payment for startup purposes.

20. How will payments be made?

The Board, by and through the OAG, will make payments directly to the political subdivision that
receives a grant. For good cause shown, the Board may authorize a different payment schedule for
an eligible political subdivision.

21. May an eligible political subdivision submit a single-year proposal?

No. While applicants should submit a proposal with a term that best suits their project. OAG staff
will be recommending a grant term (cycle) of at least three years/ (36) months.

22. If an application is recommended and approved for funding, what then happens?

Upon approval of a grant application, the Board (through staff) will notify a successful applicant.
The notice of award will include the following: 1) the amount of the grant award; 2) dates for
reporting to the Board; and 3) an agreement that sets forth the terms and conditions applicable to
the grant.
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23. How will the Board monitor a political subdivision’s use of funds?

At a minimum, a political subdivision that receives an award of funds will be required to report
the use of funds and related performance measures every quarter. Additionally, the Board may
conduct random and periodic audits of any grantee’s use of funds or other activities related to the
grant award. Periodic performance reviews may also be conducted to ensure projects are furthering
the mission and purpose of the Oklahoma Political Subdivisions Opioid Abatement Grants Act.
Training will be provided to equip grantees to comply with all activities and submissions necessary
for oversight.

24. Are indirect costs authorized as a part of a political subdivision’s implementation of
a grant?

Yes. Indirect costs are permitted, but may not exceed 5% of the total grant award. In no way should
this be construed as funding the indirect costs of any third-party partner or contractor. For more
information about indirect costs, please visit this link.

25. How long does a grant recipient need to maintain documents relating to the grant
program?

The Recipient is required to maintain all books, records, accounts and other documents, including
property, personnel and financial records relative to the grant for seven (7) years after receiving
the final payment.

Use of Funds
26. What are the authorized purposes of the Abatement Fund?

Grants must be used for an evidence-based, forward-looking strategy, program or service used for
the prevention, treatment or other strategy concerning opioids. The full list of approved purposes
is detailed in the provisions of 74 O.S. § 30.5. It is important to note that grant funds cannot be
used retroactively for strategies, programs or services that occurred prior to January 1, 2015. 74
O.S. § 30.5. Additional resources relating to approved purposes include those from the Healthy
Minds Policy Initiative’s Guidance for Oklahoma political subdivision use of opioid settlement
funds, and Priority Strategies for 2025 Opioid Abatement Grant Applications located on the
Oklahoma Attorney General’s website.

27. What are evidence-based practices?

Evidence-based practice (EBP) in substance use prevention, intervention, treatment and recovery
is an approach that uses research to guide clinical decision-making. It focuses on using techniques
proven effective through research rather than personal preferences or anecdotal reports.
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Please use links below to explore EBPs. These are not all inclusive.

o https://www.samhsa.gov/resource-search/ebp

o https://www.samhsa.gov/find-help/harm-reduction
e https://www.ncbi.nlm.nth.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2916744/
o https://health.ri.gov/Master List of EBP

o https://www.healthymindspolicy.org/policy/guidance-for-oklahoma-communities-
use-of-opioid-settlement-funds

28. What drugs are considered opioids?

Please see the Johns Hopkins Medicine information on opioids. The list is at the bottom of the
article.

29. Is a political subdivision authorized to supplant existing funds with funds awarded by
the Board?

Yes, but only for abatement strategies, programming and services that started on or after January
1, 2015. For example, if a political subdivision were to decide to reduce or replace previously
allocated funds with Board-awarded grant funds to support an existing abatement program, this
would be supplanting and is not prohibited under the Act. However, the Legislature in passing the
Act has expressed its intent and encourages “forward-looking” strategies, programming and
services and the expansion of availability of the same. Therefore, supplanting is discouraged as
the grant award funding available through the Opioid Abatement Board may be one-time funding.
However, supplementing, adding to, expanding, or enhancing programs or services starting on or
after January 1, 2015 is allowable.

30. Are staff salaries considered abatement?

Possibly. Use of abatement funds for staff salaries would have to be directly tied to abatement
efforts (treatment, education/prevention, criminal justice involved, recovery, harm reduction).
Further, a political subdivision using abatement funds for staff may only do so by creating new
positions or funding additional hours for existing staff that are directly related to opioid abatement
services or programs created after January 1, 2015. Applicants including staffing costs in their
projects should be prepared to submit detailed reports of personnel time dedicated to approved
grant efforts.

31. Can the funds be used for law enforcement interdiction efforts?
No. Use of abatement funds for police salaries would have to be directly tied to abatement efforts
(treatment, education/prevention, criminal justice involved, recovery, harm reduction) and not for

interdiction (patrol, investigation, and arrest activities).

32. Is the hiring of school counselors (K-12) an authorized use of funds?
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Possibly. In addition to opioid use disorder, Oklahoma law references co-occurring substance use
disorder or mental health conditions in multiple areas of the list of approved purposes. The
applicant should ensure the project results in outcomes with performance measures that relate to
opioid use disorder in addition to the co-occurring conditions.

33. Can an eligible political subdivision provide funds to a community service board or
other non-profit organization in exchange for the provision of goods or services?

Yes. Eligible political subdivisions may enter into written agreements with third-party partners in
an abatement program. It is the responsibility of the political subdivision to ensure the compliance
of any partnering third-party with the requirements of the grant award.

34. Are expanding existing abatement programs an authorized use of funds?

Yes, expansion of programs or services that were available starting on or after January 1, 2015
(see Question 24), is permissible. Those submitting expansion or extension program are
encouraged to provide data to support their decision making.

35. Is providing Narcan/Naloxone and related education considered abatement?
Yes.
36. Would a recovery coordinator position qualify as abatement?

Yes, as long as there is a focus on opioid use, abuse or disorder. Oklahoma law references co-
occurring substance use disorder or mental health conditions in multiple areas. However, the
applicant should ensure the project results in outcomes with performance measures that relate to
opioid use, abuse or disorder in addition to any co-occurring conditions.

37. Can funding be used to develop a drug court docket and supportive services to reduce
incarceration rates?

Yes, as long as there is a focus on opioid use, abuse or disorder. Oklahoma law references co-
occurring substance use disorder or mental health conditions in multiple areas. However, the
applicant should ensure the project results in outcomes with performance measures that relate to
opioid use disorder in addition to any co-occurring conditions.

38. Can abatement funds be used for a crisis receiving center?
Yes, as long as there is a focus on opioid use, abuse or disorder. Oklahoma law references co-
occurring substance use disorder or mental health conditions in multiple areas. However, the
applicant should ensure the project results in outcomes with performance measures that relate to

opioid use disorder in addition to any co-occurring conditions.

39. Does providing opioid use disorder treatment qualify as abatement?
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Yes.

40. Does providing materials for programming (ex: printouts, pamphlets, literature, etc.)
qualify as abatement?

Yes, as long as the materials focus on opioid use, abuse or disorder.
41. Can funds be used to hire a grant writer or consultant relating to grant opportunities?
No.

42. Can the funds be used for capital improvements related to the opioid public health
crisis?

No, capital improvements are not authorized by the Abatement Act.

43. Can eligible political subdivisions pool grant funds in support of regional projects?

Yes. Partnerships among eligible subdivisions are encouraged in order to maximize the effect of
grant awards. Further, the Abatement Act specifically authorizes grant funds to be used to “support
efforts to provide leadership, planning and coordination to abate the opioid epidemic
through...regional intergovernmental efforts and not-for-profit agency support.” 74 O.S. §

30.5(1)(q).

44. Can subdivisions use faith based organizations as service providers in an application?
There is no exclusion of faith-based partners for those who may participate as partners in

approved grant activities. Any provider who is licensed/approved to perform the services
approved under the proposal may partner with an eligible subdivision on their project.

45. Can the funds be used to establish an endowment supporting an eligible purpose?

No. Investment beyond the term of the grant is not a purpose for which the Board may legally
approve a grant.

46. Where can potential applicants find data or information on the opioid problem in
their jurisdiction?

Potential applicants may refer to the Healthy Minds Guidance for Oklahoma political subdivision
use of opioid settlement funds.

47. Can funding be used to address human trafficking in our jurisdiction?
Grants are limited to projects addressing opioid abatement.

48. If private funds are used to launch eligible activities because insufficient grant funds
have been received, can future opioid funds be used for repayment?
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Yes, but this purpose must be made clear in the application, and funds may only be spent for
abatement strategies, programming and services that started on or after January 1, 2015. For
example, if a political subdivision were to decide to reduce or replace previously allocated funds
with Board-awarded grant funds to support an existing abatement program, this would be
supplantation and is not prohibited under the Act. However, the Legislature in passing the Act
has expressed its intent and encourages “forward-looking” strategies, programming and services
and the expansion of availability of the same. Therefore, supplanting is discouraged as the grant
award funding available through the Opioid Abatement Board may be one-time funding.
However, supplementing, adding to, expanding, or enhancing programs or services starting on or
after January 1, 2015, is allowable. Debt servicing and related costs are not eligible grant
expenditures.

49. How do approved uses for opioid abatement grant funds differ from those for the
Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse’s Request for Proposals
781?

Opioid grants distributed by the Attorney General’s office approved uses can be found at Opioid
Abatement Grant. Information on 781 funds can be found at 781 FAQ.

50. How may applicants access the content of applications approved in prior grant
cycles?

Application copies from prior applicants may be requested through the open records process by
emailing openrecordsrequest@oag.ok.gov .
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