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Dear Representative Fugate: 

April 23, 2026 

This office has received your request for an official Attorney General Opinion in which 
you ask, in effect, the following question: 

Is it lawful for a new Governor's Mansion financed by private donations to be 

constructed on the State Capitol Complex without approval by the Legislature, 

despite the need for later appropriations to cover the costs of maintenance and 

upkeep? 

I. 

SUMMARY 

A new Governor's Mansion constructed with privately donated funds would be considered a gift 
or donation of property to the State, which invokes the procedures of title 60, sections 381 - 385 
of the Oklahoma Statutes. Under the relevant provisions, the Governor is authorized to accept such 
gifts or donations on behalf of the State and the Office of Management and Enterprise Services 
("OMES") is charged with allotting the property consistent with the donors' objectives. Prior 
approval of the Legislature is not required. As for ongoing costs of maintenance and upkeep, title 
74, section 7 of the Oklahoma Statutes authorizes the Governor to maintain his or her official 
residence "as necessary and appropriate" at the expense of the State, subject to funds being 
appropriated annually by the Legislature. 

II. 

BACKGROUND 

Presently, the Governor's Mansion 1 is located on the grounds of the State Capitol Complex in 
Oklahoma City. 74 O.S.2021, § l 8 l l.4(A). Situated just east of the State Capitol, the 14,000-
square-foot building was originally constructed in 1928 with funds appropriated by the Legislature. 
Cynthia Savage, Governors Mansion, THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OKLAHOMA HISTORY AND CULTURE, 
https://www.okhistory.org/publications/enc/entry?entry=G0022 (Jan. 15, 2010). In the nearly 100 

1 In statute, the building is also referred to as the Executive Mansion. See, e.g., 73 O.S.2021, § 1. 
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