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April 3, 2025 
 

The Honorable John Thune    
Majority Leader      
United States Senate     
Washington, D.C. 20515     
 
The Honorable Chuck Schumer 
Minority Leader 
United States Senate  
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
 RE: Nominee for Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 

Dear Leaders Thune and Schumer: 

Lieutenant General John D. Caine’s (Dan Caine) unique combination of 
national security expertise, private sector experience, and a distinguished military 
career, including service as one of the pilots tasked with protecting Washington, 
D.C., during the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, makes him the ideal choice 
to serve as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. We, the undersigned Attorneys 
General, strongly support Lt. Gen. Caine’s nomination and respectfully urge you to 
vote in favor of his confirmation. 

Lt. Gen. Caine will bring a wealth of experience and leadership to the role of 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Commissioned in 1990 through the Virginia 
Military Institute's ROTC program, he has dedicated over three decades to the 
United States Air Force. His extensive operational background includes more than 
2,800 hours as a command pilot in the F-16, with over 150 combat hours, which 
highlights his proficiency in high-stakes environments. In addition to his critical 
role in defending Washington, D.C., during the September 11, 2001, attacks, he 
served as the deputy commanding general for Operation Inherent Resolve from 
2018 to 2019, playing a pivotal role in the defeat of the ISIS caliphate. Among 
numerous other honors, Lt. Gen. Caine has been awarded the Defense Superior 
Service Medal, Distinguished Flying Cross, and Bronze Star Medal with bronze oak 
leaf cluster. 

Beyond his combat experience, Lt. Gen. Caine has held multiple leadership 
positions that have shaped his strategic acumen. From 2019 to 2021, he directed the 
Special Access Program Central Office at the Pentagon, advising the Secretary of 
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Defense on programs protected under special access controls. He subsequently 
served as the Associate Director for Military Affairs at the Central Intelligence 
Agency from 2021 to 2024 where he acted as a liaison between the military and 
intelligence communities. His service with the CIA involved coordination between 
military and intelligence sectors, an essential skill for the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs, whose responsibilities include bridging gaps between the military and 
civilian leadership. His work in high-level strategy and defense planning makes 
him adept at managing large, complex initiatives. His blend of military and 
intelligence expertise means he has a unique understanding of the operational and 
strategic skills necessary to effectively manage the country’s global defense policy. 

Lt. Gen. Caine's private sector experience complements his distinguished 
military career, providing him with a unique perspective that is critical to the role 
of Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. He serves as the CEO of The Caine Group, 
LLC, a firm specializing in investments and consulting across aerospace, defense, 
real estate, and energy industries. Additionally, he has been involved with Voyager, 
a space technology company, as the Chairman of its Defense & National Security 
Advisory Board, where he provides strategic guidance on defense-related initiatives. 
This combination of private sector leadership and defense expertise positions him to 
effectively integrate private sector innovations into military strategies, a crucial 
attribute for the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.  

Lt. Gen. Caine's diverse background, encompassing distinguished military 
service, interagency roles, and private sector ventures, makes him the ideal 
candidate for Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. With a proven track record of 
strategic success, brilliant leadership under pressure, and unwavering dedication to 
the United States, Lt. Gen. Dan Caine embodies the qualities necessary to 
effectively serve as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. We urge you to confirm 
his nomination without delay. 

  

Respectfully, 

       

 

      Gentner Drummond   
Oklahoma Attorney General 



 

 

 
Tim Griffin 
Arkansas Attorney General 
 

  
 
 
 
Lynn Fitch 
Mississippi Attorney General 

 
 
 
 
Austin Knudsen 
Montana Attorney General 
 

  
 
 
 
Alan Wilson 
South Carolina Attorney General 
 

 
 
 
 
Ken Paxton 
Texas Attorney General  

  
 
 
 
Derek Brown 
Utah Attorney General 

 
 
 
 
John “JB” McCuskey 
West Virginia Attorney General 

  

 


