
 » Total Statewide Jobs – 58,958
 » Total Statewide Annual Payroll - $3.4 Billion
 » Total Annual Spending - $10.5 Billion
 » Total Statewide Economic Activity - $13.9 Billion

Jobs in Oklahoma that Gain Efficiency from Using 
Aviation

Many employers in Oklahoma use aviation to transport their 
employees, ship and receive goods and supplies, and facilitate 
convenient visits from their customers and suppliers.  Additional 
research conducted as part of the OAC study estimates that there 
are approximately 34,800 jobs statewide that have improved 
efficiency through support provided by various facets of aviation.  
These jobs are in addition to those supported by the airports, the 
military, and off-airport aviation-related employers.

Total  Oklahoma Economic Impacts from Aviation and 
Aerospace

Aviation and aerospace are significant contributors to Oklahoma’s 
economy.  Total annual statewide economic impacts from the 
public airports, aviation-related military activities, and off-airport 
aviation and aerospace employers are shown below:

Annually, aviation and aerospace contribute $43.7 billion to the 
Oklahoma economy. Employers in Oklahoma use commercial 
and general aviation airports as important tools to improve 
their efficiency. Military aviation units are some of the largest 
single site employers in the state, and there are over 800 off-
airport businesses in Oklahoma that are engaged in aviation and 
aerospace activities.   

When all aviation and aerospace activities are considered, this 
study has estimated that all direct, indirect, and induced jobs 
represent about 14.5% of all non-farm employment in Oklahoma.  
Clearly, the OAC study has shown that aviation and aerospace are 
significant contributors to Oklahoma’s economy.  

STATEWIDE IMPACTS
OKLAHOMA
Statewide Economic Benefits from Airports

As part of OAC’s research project, annual economic impacts 
for 109 study airports were estimated.  Economic impacts 
reported in the OAC study reflect a snapshot of conditions 
that characterized the airports in 2016.  Each airport was 
investigated, as applicable, to identify potential economic 
impacts related to: 

 » Airport Management 
 » Airport Tenants
 » Investment in Capital Projects 
 » Spending from Visitors Arriving on General 
Aviation Aircraft     

 » Spending from Visitors Arriving on Commercial 
Airlines

The OAC study used four primary measures to express both 
statewide and airport specific annual economic impacts:

 » Employment/Jobs
 » Annual Payroll
 » Annual Spending
 » Total Annual Economic Activity (Payroll plus 
Spending)

Economic impacts reported in the study reflect not only direct 
impacts but also indirect/induced impacts that result from a 
multiplier effect.  Together, direct and indirect/induced impacts 
equal total statewide and airport specific annual economic 
impacts. A state model, specific to Oklahoma, was used by the 
Oklahoma Department of Commerce to estimate total economic 
impacts.    

For all study airports, OAC’s statewide economic impact study 
estimated total annual economic impacts as shown below. 
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Additional economic impacts identified in this category are as 
follows:

Prepared by:

Total Annual Impacts from All Study Airports

OAC’s research project estimated annual economic impacts for 
109 study airports.  As noted previously when total impacts 
(direct and indirect/induced) are considered, all airports are 
responsible for the following annual economic impacts.  

 » Total Statewide Jobs – 74,002
 » Total Statewide Annual Payroll - $3.6 Billion
 » Total Annual Spending - $7 Billion
 » Total Statewide Economic Activity - $10.6 B

Total Annual State Tax Revenues from Study Airports

Airport-related jobs and spending, along with visitor spending 
are responsible for a variety of tax revenues.  On a statewide 
basis, the study airports and activities they support contribute 
the following annual tax revenues. Airport-related tax revenues 
estimated in this study considered only direct employment, 
payroll, and spending.

Total Annual Economic Impacts from Military Aviation

In addition to Oklahoma’s 109 civilian airports, the state also 
has three major military airfields.  These include: Altus Air Force 
Base, Tinker Air Force Base, and Vance Air Force Base.  Similar to 
the civilian airports, the military airfields have annual economic 
impacts that can be measured in terms of spending and total 
annual economic activity.  Economic impacts shown here are for 
all three bases and consider impacts related to operations and 
capital investment. In addition to the three air force bases, the 
Oklahoma Army Air Guard has various activities in Oklahoma 
at non-airport locations that also contribute to military-related 
economic impacts.  Total statewide economic impacts from 
military aviation are shown below.

 » Total Statewide Jobs – 72,648
 » Total Statewide Annual Payroll - $4.7 Billion
 » Total Annual Spending - $14.6 Billion
 » Total Statewide Economic Activity - $19.3 Billion

Additional Economic Impacts from Off-Airport 
Aviation and Aerospace Companies

Aside from aviation businesses located at study airports, there 
are other companies involved in activities that support the 
aviation or aerospace industries in Oklahoma.  As part of the 
OAC project, these businesses were identified and researched 
to determine additional economic impacts associated with their 
operations. Examples of businesses included in this category 
include Nordam, Boeing, L-3, and Flight Safety International. 



*This FAA data represents only a small  fraction of actual operations

Estimating the Airport’s Annual Economic Impact

Surveys, interviews, and on-site visits were used to collect 
direct impacts for the airport management function and 
for any aviation-related airport tenants who are engaged in 
the provision of aviation services or customer support.  In 
some instances, jobs in the airport management category 
are not physically located at the airport.  This is particularly 
true when the airport is owned by a city or county.  Also, for 
both the airport management and airport tenant categories, 
not all jobs are full-time.  There are also part-time as well as 
seasonal jobs.  For this study, all less-than-full-time positions 
were converted to full-time equivalent (FTE) jobs using hours 
worked or salary paid.  

Many airports in Oklahoma have investments to complete 
capital projects.  Funds for capital investment come from 
the FAA, the state, the airport owner, and/or other third-
party sources.  While money is being spent to implement a 
project, this spending helps to support jobs and the payroll 
associated with these jobs.  For this study, average annual 
capital investment for the airport, from all sources, over 
a five-year period was considered to estimate economic 
impacts in the capital investment category. 

Each year, an estimated 14,619 visitors arrive at the airport 
on general aviation aircraft; and 27,019 visitors arrive on 
a scheduled commercial airline flight. While in the state, 
these visitors often have expenditures for lodging, food, 
retail, ground transportation, entertainment, and/or retail 
purchases. Annual visitor spending helps to support other 
jobs and payroll, primarily in the hospitality industry.

The accompanying table shows direct, indirect/induced, 
and total economic impacts for the airport for airport 
management, airport tenants, capital investment, and visitor 
spending.  Additional airport-related benefits come in the 
form of state tax revenues that the airport contributes 
related to the following:

From these sources, the study estimated that the airport 
contributes approximately $3,425,715 in annual state and 
local tax revenues.

LAWTON-FORT SILL REGIONAL AIRPORT
Total Annual Economic Impact on Oklahoma’s Economy

Annual Economic Impacts from Lawton-Fort Sill Regional Airport

This table reports the direct, indirect/induced, and total economic impacts for the airport as estimated in OAC’s study.
EMPLOYMENT TOTAL PAYROLL ANNUAL SPENDING ANNUAL ECONOMIC ACTIVITY

Direct
Indirect/
Induced Total Direct

Indirect/
Induced Total Direct

Indirect/
Induced Total Direct

Indirect/
Induced Total

Airport 
Management 9 4 13  $310,144  $187,598  $497,742  $521,528  $651,771  $1,173,299  $831,672  $839,369  $1,671,041 

Airport Tenants 78.5 80.6 159.1  $3,728,743  $4,027,649  $7,756,392  $4,781,010  $3,305,602  $8,086,612  $8,509,753  $7,333,251  $15,843,004 

Capital 
Investment 10 8 18  $385,570  $390,587  $776,157  $1,238,608  $1,015,579  $2,254,187  $1,624,178  $1,406,166  $3,030,344 

General 
Aviation Visitor 

Spending
79 28 107  $1,755,469  $1,253,814  $3,009,283  $4,896,207  $2,474,574  $7,370,781  $6,651,676  $3,728,388  $10,380,064 

Commercial 
Service Visitor 

Impacts
172.9 67.5 240.4  $4,029,411  $3,021,880  $7,051,291  $10,992,895  $6,247,291  $17,240,186  $15,022,306  $9,269,171  $24,291,477 

Total Impacts 349.4 188.1 537.5  $10,209,337  $8,881,528  $19,090,865  $22,430,248  $13,694,817  $36,125,065  $32,639,585 $22,576,345  $55,215,930 

• Sales tax paid by visitors on hotels, meals, rental 
cars, and retail spending

• Sales tax paid on goods and materials purchased to 
support capital projects

• Sales tax paid on supplies needed to operate the 
airport or tenant businesses

• Sales and income tax paid by employees whose 
direct jobs are airport supported

The Airport Helps Connect the Community

When businesses decide to relocate or expand, there are many factors 
they consider. Frequently, having access to a commercial airport is 
a highly-rated decision-making factor. A mile of road can take you 
one mile, and mile of runway can take you pretty much anywhere. 
Information from FAA is available on a snapshot of non-stop general 
aviation and commercial airline flights that depart from the airport. This 
is not a full accounting for all flights, but the map demonstrates how the 
airport helps to conveniently connect the community to destinations 
across the United States and beyond.  

Total Annual Economic Impact for Lawton-Fort Sill Regional Airport

Other Benefits of Lawton-Fort 
Sill Regional Airport

The airport’s economic and tax 
revenue benefits have been 
previously reported.  But these 
are not the only benefits the 
community receives from the 
airport.  Airports such as Lawton-
Fort Sill Regional Airport support 
many unnoticed health, welfare, 
environmental, safety, and other 
business benefits.  Some of the other 
benefits supported by the airport are 
discussed here.

Annual Economic Activity = Payroll + Spending

Lawton-Fort Sill Regional 
Airport Provides More Than 
Just Economic Benefits

The airport supports the needs of 
Ft. Sill Army Base, located five miles 
away. The base utilizes the airport for soldier 
transport on American Airlines. Many family members 
also fly commercially and privately to visit and to attend 
graduations. Army deployments occur several times per year; 
when these happen B-757s fly to the airport to transport 
soldiers and C-17s and C-5s fly in to transport equipment.  
Fort Sill is a major contributor to the local economy; the 
airport helps to support the base.  

The airport supports other military training operations. 
Sheppard Air Force Base in Wichita Falls, Texas conducts 
Euro-NATO Joint Jet Pilot Training for international student 
pilots.  This training is conducted utilizing T-1 and T-38 
aircraft. The Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base Fort Worth 
also conducts frequent training at the airport using F-16 
aircraft.  The military is a significant contributor to the state’s 
and to the local economy, and the airport helps to support 
this contribution.   

The airport supports area healthcare needs. MediFlight 
uses the airport for air ambulance flights to Comanche 
County Memorial Hospital. Patients are transferred by air to 
hospitals in larger metro areas. Several doctors also utilize 
general aviation aircraft to see patients. Dr. Joseph Young (a 
cataract surgeon with the Young Eye Institute); Dr. Richard 
Brittingham (an internist at Memorial Hospital); and Dr. David 
Maury (a family practitioner at Southwest Hospital Group) all 
frequently utilize the airport. 

Several companies fly into Lawton Regional Airport to 
oversee operations they have in the local area. EZ GO, 
Dillard’s, Goodyear, Republic Paper, and Bar S all fly in to 
the area. Halliburton has a technology center located in 
nearby Duncan. This company engages charter flights for 
its employees from Lawton Regional Airport to travel to its 
offices in Florida and Louisiana.  Aviation is a key tool for 
many businesses and is often important to supporting area 
jobs.  

Recreational attractions and activities in Oklahoma attract 
both residents and visitors.  When residents or visitors fly to 
recreational attractions, they often have spending, for the 
entertainment and also for items such as food, lodging, and 
retail.  This spending helps to support the local economy.  
The Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge and the historic town 
of Meers attract visitors throughout the year. 


