
TITLE 485. OKLAHOMA BOARD OF NURSING 
CHAPTER 10.  LICENSURE OF PRACTICAL AND REGISTERED NURSES 

RULEMAKING ACTION: 
EMERGENCY adoption    

RULES:  
Subchapter 15.  Requirements for Practice As An Advanced Practice Registered Nurse 

485:10-15-4. [AMENDED] 
Subchapter 16. Requirements for Prescriptive Authority For Advanced Practice 
Registered Nurses 

485:10-16-1. [AMENDED] 
485:10-16-3.2. [AMENDED] 

AUTHORITY: 
Oklahoma Board of Nursing; 59 O.S., §§ 567.2(A), 567.3a, 567.4a, 567.4c, 
567.4(F), 567.5a 

ADOPTION: 
 September 23, 2026 
EFFECTIVE: 
 November 1, 2026 
EXPIRATION: 
  Effective through September 14, 2027, unless superseded by another rule or 
disapproved by the Legislature. 
SUPERSEDED EMERGENCY ACTIONS: 
 n/a 
INCORPORATIONS BY REFERENCE: 
 n/a 
FINDING OF EMERGENCY: 

Emergency rule changes to Subchapter 15. Requirements for Practice As An 
Advanced Practice Registered Nurse and Subchapter 16. Requirements for Prescriptive 
Authority For Advanced Practice Registered Nurses are required to align agency rules 
with state statute pursuant to the passage of SB 1567, effective November 1, 2026, 
regarding independent prescriptive authority for Advanced Practice Registered Nurses. 
GIST/ANALYSIS: 

The proposed amendments will provide a mechanism for implementation of law 
changes through nursing regulation to ensure requirements are in alignment with state 
statute to grant independent prescriptive authority practice. 
REASON FOR THE RULE: 

The proposed emergency rules are required to timely coincide with the SB 1567 
effective date of November 1, 2026, to align the agency’s administrative rules with state 
statutes. The permanent rulemaking process will not meet the time constraint of the 
statute effective date. 
CONTACT PERSON: 

Mike Starchman, Deputy Executive Director, michael.starchman@nursing.ok.gov, 
(405) 962-1809, 2501 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 207, Oklahoma City, OK 73105
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PURSUANT TO THE ACTIONS DESCRIBED HEREIN, THE FOLLOWING 
EMERGENCY RULES ARE CONSIDERED PROMULGATED AND EFFECTIVE UPON 
APPROVAL BY THE GOVERNOR AS SET FORTH IN 75 O.S., SECTION 253(F), 
WITH A CONTINGENT EFFECTIVE DATE OF NOVEMBER 1, 2026:  
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RULE IMPACT STATEMENT:   Oklahoma Board of Nursing; OAC Title 485., Chapter 
10. Licensure of Practical and Registered Nurses, Subchapter 15.  Requirements
for Practice As An Advanced Practice Registered Nurse; Subchapter 16.
Requirements for Prescriptive Authority For Advanced Practice Registered Nurses.
a. Statement of the need for the rule and legal basis for supporting it:

Proposed changes to permanent rules are necessary to align rules with
state statutes in the Nursing Practice Act and minimize barriers to independent
prescriptive authority recognition for Advanced Practice Registered Nurses who
are Certified Nurse Practitioners, Clinical Nurse Specialists and Certified Nurse
Midwives.

b. Classification of the rules as major or nonmajor, with a justification for the
classification, including an estimate of the total annual implementation and
compliance costs that are reasonably expected to be incurred by or passed along
to businesses, state or local government units, or individuals and a determination
of whether those costs will exceed One Million Dollars ($1,000,000.00) over the
initial five-year period following the promulgation of the proposed rule. Provided, if
the costs exceed One Million Dollars ($1,000,000.00), the agency shall classify the
rule as a major rule.

The proposed rule changes for Subchapters 15 and 16 are non-major as
total potential implementation costs, as measured by potential fees collected from
applicants for independent prescriptive authority. One-time potential fees to be
collected in the first year of implementation are $187,000 based on an estimate of
2,200 current Advanced Practice Registered Nurses who may meet eligibility
requirements and pay an application fee of $85. The increase in fees is not
anticipated to carry forward to future years as Advanced Practice Registered
Nurses would either apply for supervised prescriptive authority or independent
prescriptive authority upon renewal, but not both within the same year.

c. Description of the purpose of the proposed rule, including a determination of
whether the proposed rule is mandated by federal law, or as a requirement for
participation in or implementation of a federally subsidized or assisted program,
and whether the proposed rule exceeds the requirements of the applicable federal
law. Summary and preliminary comparison of any existing or proposed federal
regulations that are intended to address the activities to be regulated by the
proposed rule:

The proposed amendments of section 4 within Subchapter 15 addresses
malpractice insurance requirements for Advanced Practice Registered Nurses to
ensure the rules of the Board align with the requirements of the Oklahoma Nursing
Practice Act. This proposed amendment moves this requirement from 485:10-16-
3.2(2) to 485:10-15-4(5) to more accurately reflect changes enacted in HB 2298
(2025).

The proposed amendments of sections 1 and 3.2 within Subchapter 16
ensures the rules of the Board comply with the revisions to the Oklahoma Nursing
Practice Act enacted through SB 1567 (2026). The proposed amendments of
485:10-16-1 include the addition of the definition of “Good Standing”. The
proposed amendments of 485:10-16-3.2 reflect the changes in application
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requirements for independent prescriptive authority established by SB 1567 (2026) 
and removes the malpractice insurance requirement from this section as it more 
accurately applies to Subchapter 15.   

d. Description of the classes of persons who most likely will be affected by the
proposed rule, including classes that will bear the costs of the proposed rule, and
any information on cost impacts received by the agency from any private or public
entities:

 Applicants for Independent Prescriptive Authority recognition. 

e. Description of classes of persons who will benefit from the proposed rule:
Minimizes barriers to independent prescriptive authority recognition for

Advanced Practice Registered Nurses who are Certified Nurse Practitioners,
Clinical Nurse Specialists and Certified Nurse Midwives in a way that is consistent
and in alignment with state statutes.

f. Comprehensive analysis of the rule’s economic impact, including any anticipated
impacts on affected classes of persons or political subdivisions, the full-time-
employee count of the agency, any cost or benefits, and a detailed quantification
of implementation and compliance costs on the affected businesses, business
sectors, public utility ratepayers, individuals, state or local government units, and
on the state economy as a whole. The analysis shall include a listing of all fee
changes and, whenever possible, a separate justification for each fee change.

There will be no economic impact on political subdivisions. There are no fee
changes associated with the rules.

g. Detailed explanation of the methodology and assumptions used to determine the
economic impact, including the dollar amounts calculated:

The potential one-time economic impact of $187,000 is based on an
estimate of 2,200 current Advanced Practice Registered Nurses who may meet
eligibility requirements and pay an application fee of $85 during the first year of
implementation.

h. Determination of whether implementation of the proposed rule will have an
economic impact on any political subdivisions or require their cooperation in
implementing or enforcing the rule:

The implementation of the proposed rules will have no economic impact on
a political subdivision or require cooperation in implementing or enforcing the rules.

i. Determination of whether implementation of the proposed rule may have an
adverse economic effect on small business as provided by the Oklahoma Small
Business Regulatory Flexibility Act.

The proposed rules will have no adverse impact on small business. 

j. Analysis of alternatives to adopting the rule; estimates of the amount of time that
would be spend by state employees to develop the rule and of the amount of other
resources that would be utilized to develop the rule; and measures taken by the
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agency to minimize the cost and impact of the proposed rule on business and 
economic development in this state, local government units of this state, and 
individuals.   

There are no identified alternatives to adopting the rule that ensure  
compliance with the new law. The agency has worked to minimize the costs by 
utilizing the existing authorized fee structure for this type of application. There are 
no identified impacts on economic development in this state. 

k. Determination of the effect of the proposed rule on the public health, safety, and
environment and, if the proposed rule is designed to reduce significant risks to the
public health, safety, and environment and, an explanation of the nature of the risk
and to what extent the proposed rule will reduce the risk:

Ensures the agency’s granting of independent prescriptive authority is in
alignment with state statutes.

l. Determination of any detrimental effect on the public health, safety, and
environment if the proposed rule is not implemented:

If the proposed rule is not implemented, the agency’s licensing and
certification rules will not be in alignment with state statutes.

m. Date the rule impact statement was prepared and if modified, the date modified:
Prepared: September 3, 2026 
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