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§11-31-101.  Establishment of municipal libraries - Financial statement and estimate. 

A municipal governing body may establish and maintain a public library for the use 
and benefit of the citizens of the municipality. The governing body may establish branch 
libraries in different parts of the municipality to accommodate the citizens of the 
municipality.  After the establishment of a municipal public library, the municipal 
governing body shall include an item in its municipal financial statement and estimate of 
needs for the following fiscal year to maintain the public library. 
Laws 1977, c. 256, § 31-101, eff. July 1, 1978.  
 
§11-31-102.  Library board of directors. 

The municipal governing body may, in its discretion and by ordinance, place the 
management and control of the public library under a library board of directors. The 
library board shall consist of at least five but not more than nine directors, chosen by the 
municipal governing body with reference to their fitness for such office. No director shall 
receive compensation as such.  Directors appointed to the library board shall hold office 
for a term of three (3) years from the first day of May following their appointment, and 
their terms shall be staggered.  The municipal governing body may remove any director 
for misconduct or neglect of duty.  Vacancies in the library board of directors shall be 
filled in the same manner as original appointments. 
Laws 1977, c. 256, § 31-102, eff. July 1, 1978; Laws 1992, c. 381, § 1, eff. July 1, 1992. 
Laws 2012 
 
§11-31-103.  Organization of library board. 

The library board, immediately after the appointment and qualification of its 
directors, shall meet and organize by electing one director as president, one director as 
secretary, and by electing such other officers as the board may deem necessary. 
Laws 1977, c. 256, § 31-103, eff. July 1, 1978.  
 
§11-31-104.  Powers and duties of library board - Fixing of fees. 

The library board shall have control and supervision of the public library of the 
municipality.  The library board may appoint a suitable librarian and remove the 
librarian, subject to approval of the municipal governing body.  The board shall fix any 
fees to be charged by the library and shall have such other powers and authority as 
may be provided by ordinances of the municipality. 
Laws 1977, c. 256, § 31-104, eff. July 1, 1978; Laws 1991, c. 124, § 16, eff. July 1, 
1991; Laws 1992, c. 381, § 2, eff. July 1, 1992. 
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The library board shall have the power, with the approval of the municipal 

governing body, to purchase grounds and erect thereon a suitable building for the use 
of the municipal library and to suitably equip the same, and to lease rooms or buildings 
for the use of the library. The title to any grounds so purchased or leased, as well as 
any building thereon, shall be taken in the name of the municipality as grantee. 
Laws 1977, c. 256, § 31-105, eff. July 1, 1978.  
 
§11-31-106.  Library board may impose fines or penalties. 

The library board may impose fines or suitable penalties for loss of, failure to 
return, or damage to library materials, subject to ordinances which the municipal 
governing body may enact. 
Laws 1977, c. 256, § 31-106, eff. July 1, 1978; Laws 1992, c. 381, § 3, eff. July 1, 1992. 
 
§11-31-107.  Donations. 

Any person desiring to make donations of money, personal or real property for the 
benefit of the municipal library shall have the right to vest the title to such money or 
property in the municipality, to be held and controlled by the municipality, when 
accepted, according to the terms of the donation.  The municipality shall be held and 
considered to be a special trustee as to such property or money donated. 
Laws 1977, c. 256, § 31-107, eff. July 1, 1978; Laws 1992, c. 381, § 4, eff. July 1, 1992. 
 
§11-31-108.  Annual report of board. 

The library board shall make, on or before the thirty-first day of July in each year, 
an annual report to the municipal governing body stating: 

1.  The condition of its trust on the thirtieth day of June of that year; 
 2.  The various sums of money and property received from the library fund and  
  other sources, and how such moneys have been expended and for what   
  purposes; 

3.  The budget for the library for the next fiscal year; 
4.  Statistics on the general character and number of books and periodicals which: 

a.  are on hand; 
b.  are lost or missing; 
c.  have been added by purchase, gift or otherwise during the year;  

 and 
d.  have been loaned out during the year; 

5.  The number of persons making use of the library during the year; and 
6.  Such other information, statistics and suggestions as it may deem of general  

      interest. 
Laws 1977, c. 256, § 31-108, eff. July 1, 1978.  
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