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I. Regulation

A.Agency

Alabama 

Alaska 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

California 

Colorado 

Idaho 

Indiana 

Kansas 

What state agency is primarily responsible for 

overseeing drilling, operation, and plugging of 

e:eothermal wells? 

The Alabama legislature has designated the 

Alabama Oil and Gas Board to regulate gothermal 

ooerations. 

Our agency, the Alaska Oil and Gas Conservation 

Commission, is responsible for oil & gas and 

I geothermal wells in Alaska. 

Arizona Oil and Gas Conservation Commission 

Oil and Gas Commission would be responsible 

provided current statutory authority is clarified to 

include geothermal wells. 

California Geologic Energy Management Division 

(CalGEM). 

Colorado Energy and Carbon Management 

Commission for deep geothermal wells. 

Idaho Department of Water Resources (IDWR). 

Indiana does not have a state agency responsible 

for geothermal wells. 

KDHE-GWTU manages the drilling, construction, 

and plugging of geothermal wells in Kansas. 

Geothermal Operations: Exploring the Need for a State Regulatory Forum 

Survey Results 

What other state agencies have oversight or 

permitting responsibilities related to geothermal 

wells. use of the heat, or use of the water? 

The Alabama Department of Environmetnal 

Management also has authority over geothermal 

ooertions. 

Alaska Department of Natural Resources. 

Use of water - Arizona Department of 

Environmental Quality, Arizona Department of 

Water Resources. 

None 

a. The Regional Water Quality Control Board

(RWQCB) of the area where the geothermal well or

project is located will permit the surface discharge

of the geothermal welt's brine if there is no injection

of the brine. They will also be able to comment on

injection project permits under application with

CalGEM.

b. The Air Pollution Control District (APCD) of the

area where the geothermal well or project is

located may be involved in the permitting of

emissions related to the operation of equipment

and other air emission sources related to the

development of the geothermal resource.

c. The California Energy Commission (CEC) permits

any geothermal power project that will produce 50

MW of electric power or more. If less than 50 MW,

the county permits the power project.

d. Shallow geothermal heat-exchange wells

including ground source heat pump welts are under

the supervision of the Department of Water

Resources lDWRl.
Colorado Division of Water Resources (State 

Engineer) for shallow geothermal wells. 

Indiana does not have a state agency responsible 

for geothermal wells. 

The KDH E Bureau of Waste Management oversees 

the disposal of heat transfer fluid. For certain 

applications needing water rights, it's advisable to 
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