
Katharine Kovacek, Special Agent
Infrastructure Coordinator
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Office of Inspector General 

Combating Orphaned 
Well Fraud



We Are Here to Help 

WANT TO ENSURE YOU ARE 
GETTING WHAT YOU PAY FOR 

CONTRACTORS MIS-USING 
FUNDING IS EXPENSIVE

WE HAVE TOOLS AND 
TECHNIQUES NOT AVAILABLE TO 

YOUR AGENCIES 



Current 
Trends

Contractors paying others to take 
wells to avoid plugging liabilities

Price-fixing among competitors

Scrap material misuse

Rumors of contractors not 
performing work



Let’s Work 
Together

Data Sharing 

IOGCC Fraud Awareness Webinar: 
Combating Orphaned Well Fraud, 
November 14 12:30pm MT 

Report irregularities 



Katharine Kovacek, Special Agent
720-354-6757
Katharine_Kovacek@doioig.gov

Dave House, Special Agent in Charge
720-428-0601
David_House@doioig.gov
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