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Colorado Chamber – Welcome to Colorful Colorado –
We Hope You Enjoyed Your Stay!

September 27, 2018

• Colorado Chamber – only Statewide Chamber of Commerce

• Represents hundreds of businesses of all size and sectors across the state

• Also encompasses trade associations, economic development organizations and 

over 75 local Chambers of Commerce

• Included are:
• Electricity generation sector
• Oil and gas exploration, production and refining
• Numerous manufacturers and business in key industrial sectors

• Chamber works to improve the business climate in Colorado for all sizes of 

businesses from statewide, multi-disciplinary perspectives.



Presentation Overview

State Policy Change

Environmental Justice & the States 

Climate Goals

CO Chamber Efforts 2023

Environmental and Sustainability & 

Climate Action Task Force

GHG Roadmap 2.0
2023 Colorado set GHG Reduction 
Targets of 26% by 2025, 50% by 2030, 
and 100% by 2050

CO Chamber Efforts 2023

Roundtable for Environmental 

Sustainability and Climate Urgency 

(RESCU)
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State Policy Changes 
–Environmental 
Justice & State’s 
Climate Goals



FOR BUSINESS. FOR COLORADO. FOR TOMORROW.

https://www.commonsenseinstituteus.org/colorado/research/
a/new-energy-laws--regulations



Environmental Justice Considerations Need a Cumulative Look and a Grounded 
Understanding of the Disparate Needs of Individual Communities

FOR BUSINESS. FOR COLORADO. FOR TOMORROW.

• HB 21-1266 – Environmental Justice Disproportionately Impacted Community

• Defined a Disproportionately Impacted Community

• CDPHE has an Environmental Justice Screening Tool called EnviroScreen

• Established the First Reduction Targets from Roadmap 1.0 (have since been 

legislatively changed)

• Requires State Agencies to take Environmental Justice and Community 

Engagement and Impact Considerations into all Agency decision making

https://cdphe.colorado.gov/enviroscreen


CDPHE & Other State Agencies – Environmental Justice Outreach

FOR BUSINESS. FOR COLORADO. FOR TOMORROW.

• CDPHE Environmental Justice Office
• "Environmental justice recognizes that all people have a right to breathe clean 

air, drink clean water, participate freely in decisions that affect their 
environment, live free of dangerous levels of toxic pollution, experience equal 
protection of environmental policies, and share the benefits of a prosperous 
and vibrant pollution-free economy."

• Ombudsperson

• Action Task Force 

• Advisory Board

• Grants

• Resources

• Supplemental Environmental Projects
https://teeo-cdphe.shinyapps.io/COEnviroScreen_English/#map



Colorado Energy Office
GreenHouse Gas 
Roadmaps 1.0 and 2.0

FOR BUSINESS. FOR COLORADO. FOR TOMORROW.

https://energyoffice.colorado.gov/ghg-pollution-reduction-roadmap



• 2023 Colorado set GHG Reduction Targets of 26% by 2025, 50% by 2030, and 100% by 2050

• Reduce oil and gas emissions 26% 2025, 50% 2030, 100% 2050.

• Reduce emissions from the midstream sector 20% by 2030.

• Reduce emissions from large manufacturing 20% by 2030.

• Reduce emissions from vehicles by adding 1 million EVs by 2030.

• Utilities reduce emissions by 80% by 2030.

• All through electrification – large emissions reductions have been and will be gained – but have 

we looked at this holistically, or are we operating in silos?

GHG Roadmap



Roadmap from 1.0 Near Term Actions

COLORADO OIL & GAS ASSOCIATION
4



Figure 1. Historic statewide emissions, updated baseline 

emissions projection, and statutory emissions targets
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Shown in Million Metric Tons 
Carbon Dioxide Equivalent 
(MMT CO2eq); excludes 
emissions from land use



Figure 2. Historic statewide emissions, updated baseline emissions 

projection, NTA emissions projections, and statutory emissions targets
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Shown in Million Metric 
Tons Carbon Dioxide 
Equivalent (MMT CO2eq); 
excludes emissions from 
land use



Table 2. Near Term Actions and Year Action 
“Gets Underway”
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Table 2. Near Term Actions and Year Action 
“Gets Underway” (Cont.)
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Table 2. Near Term Actions and Year Action 
“Gets Underway” (cont.)
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Colorado Chamber Environmental Sustainability & 
Climate Action Taskforce 

September 27, 2018

• Colorado businesses are deeply invested in a clean environment and healthy economy 

for our Communities and for the future of Colorado

• Protecting the environment without sacrificing economic growth is a top priority for the 

Chamber

• In 2023 Chamber created the Environmental Sustainability and Climate Action Task 

Force

• Lead a collaborative effort to establish climate and sustainability policies that 

address responsible production 

• Complex Regulatory Environment and extensive legislation is becoming difficult to 

balance and can potentially drive business out of the State



SECTION
DIVIDER
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January 2024 – Taskforce Principals



SECTION
DIVIDER

FOR BUSINESS. FOR COLORADO. FOR TOMORROW.Six Recommendations of Chamber Taskforce
• Recommenda tion One  – undetermined aspects of how Colorado Reach it’s emissions-

reduction targets – advise legislature & Governor on necessary policy changes

• Recommenda tion Two – existing permitting system for infrastructure and new technologies 

is a barrier to meeting targets, reform permitting and invest in infrastructure – drive business 

investment into the State not out

• Recommenda tion Three  – CCS, DAC, Hydrogen will be needed to meet goals – needs a 

clear regulatory structure

• Recommenda tion Four – Rulemaking Leakage – expand definition of energy intensive 

industries (Education)

• Recommenda tion Five  – Building Electrification – additional incentives

• Recommenda tion Six – Regional Carbon Market – quicker strategy adoption for hard-to-

decarbonize sectors of the economy



SECTION
DIVIDER

FOR BUSINESS. FOR COLORADO. FOR TOMORROW.Roundtable for Environmental Sustainability and 
Climate Urgency (RESCU)

• Advise State Leaders on Policy Changes and identify actions to help the state meet it’s 

emission targets

• Invited members of the Environmental Community to participate and collaborate with industry

• Proactive legislation on IT infrastructure improvements to help with air permitting back 

log (substantial), transparency and compliance improvements

• Create a longer-term Task Force to foster relationships between businesses and the 

environmental community – to work toward permitting and other improvements 

(roadblock removal) to meet the States Climate Goals

• Continued dialogue is critical to success – we want to keep the dialogue going as it 

pertains to enforcement accountability and electrification as a pathway to 

decarbonization goals.



Questions?

FOR BUSINESS. FOR COLORADO. FOR TOMORROW.
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