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PURPOSE OF REPORT

• Help states and provinces develop 
effective regulatory strategies and funding 
sources

• Provide information for support from 
federal and state/provincial governments

• Promote informed decisions by state & 
provincial legislators, Congress/ 
Parliament, federal agencies, other 
interested parties



2019 REPORT

Reported on numbers at end of 2018
Contents:
•   Idle wells
•   Documented orphan wells
•   Undocumented wells
•   Plugging funds 
•   Financial assurance
•   Incentives
•   Innovations and successes



Format similar to 2019 Report with updates 
on:
• Current status of programs and  

funding
•  Trends in well numbers
•   Clarity and confirmation of state & 

provincial data
• Further analysis on undocumented 

wells
• Discuss potential uses of orphan wells

2021 UPDATE



CURRENT FEDERAL LEGISLATION

• Senate Bill 1076 - Introduced April 12
• House Bill 2415 - Introduced April 8
• Amend Energy Policy Act of 2005 
• Provide funds to states and tribes to 

plug orphaned oil and gas wells and 
restore sites



Congressional Briefing 

Questionnaire to States - 2019 and 2020 
Data
•  Wells drilled and not plugged
•  Documented orphan wells 
•  Orphan wells plugged 
•  Total wells plugged (including

orphans) 



Survey of States & Provinces for  
2021 Updated Report

• Similar to 2018 survey.  Incorporates numbers from 
recent questionnaire for 2019 & 2020

• Some wording changes for clarity and consistency
• Additional questions:

► Total known wells drilled - active, idle, 
abandoned, plugged

► Orphan well site restoration – 2019, 2020
► Documented orphans on state/provincial, federal, 

or tribal land – 2019, 2020
► Comments on trends in idle and orphan wells
► Comments on repurposing of idle or orphan wells



Survey 
Example 



Survey 
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