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Proposal For an IOGCC “PHMSA UNGS State Certification 
Workgroup”

• Purpose will be to create a “Roadmap” document to assist
Oil and Gas Regulatory Agencies navigate the UNGS
Certification Process.

• Workgroup will consist of members from States where the
Oil and Gas Regulatory Agency has or is in the process of
acquiring UNGS Certification. (Arkansas, California, Indiana
and Kansas have already volunteered)

• Goal will be to have a draft document ready for discussion at
the meeting in North Dakota.

• Following finalization of the document, individual state
assistance with the Certification process could be provided
through the Exchange.



PHMSA UNGS JURISDICTION “Clarifications” 

• PHMSA will inspect both Interstate and Intrastate
underground gas storage facilities with respect to
the federal program requirements.

• PHMSA will not prohibit State from administering
and enforcing any state regulations at either type
facility.

• PHMSA State Certification will only permit State
Partner to administer federal program at Intrastate
facilities.

• PHMSA will not dictate which State agency is to be
the Partner Agency for UNGS Certification.



Intra-state Storage Projects
Oil and Gas Agency Certification
Pipeline Agency Certification



Requirements for becoming a State Program Partner with 
PHMSA for UNGS

Statutory Authority in Your State and Rule Making Ability

• PHMSA will not determine which Agency in State
(PSC/PUC or O&G) should apply (if there are
multiple agencies with statutory authority), State
will internally decide which will apply for UNGS.

• Official determination by Oil/Gas Commission,
Board or Agency Administrator to enter into
agreement.

• Letter to Zach Barrett to start process.

• Determine whether a 60105 (inspect and enforce)
or 60106 (inspect only) program.

• Rule Making doesn’t mean Federal Code line by
line…



Example of Federal Requirements  Added to Existing 
State Gas Storage Rules

Additional Federal Regulatory Requirements

1) All Underground Gas Storage Projects shall be:

a) In compliance with construction, operation and maintenance
requirements Federal Regulations 49 CFR Part 192, as amended.

b) Subject to the applicable enforcement provisions of Federal
Regulation 49 CFR Part 190, as amended.

c) Subject to the applicable incident and other reporting requirements
contained in Federal Regulation 49 CFR Part 191, as amended, and
all such reports shall be submitted to the Arkansas Oil and Gas
Commission.

2) All Operators of Underground Gas Storage Projects shall be subject to
the applicable drug and alcohol testing requirements contained in
Federal Regulation 49 CFR Part 199, as amended.



Base Grant Application-Completed each September



Guidelines for UNGS Program
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PHMSA T&Q

• UNGS Inspector only requires ONE course for Certification 
• IF you have State Inspectors performing State program 

inspections, send the same person(s) to PHMSA training class.



Inspection and Enforcement

• Inspection based upon “shall” statements in the RP’s
but subject to change. State reference will follow
changes with “as amended” adopted in State rule.

• PHMSA developed UNGS component to utilize
Inspection Assistant (IA) or paper forms.

• The PHMSA inspection is independent of and not
related to provisions of your state program.

• Both PHMSA and State programs will be
administered separately or concurrently if State is
certified - “one stop shop for gas storage
operators”

• Enforcement depends on state certification status.



PHMSA UNGS Inspection Form

• Rule and FAQs
• Reporting
• Risk Management
• Reservoir Integrity
• Well Integrity
• Site Security
• Procedures and Training



PHMSA UNGS Inspection Form



PHMSA UNGS Inspection Form



SUMMARY

• UNGS program is stand alone (you don’t have
to be a PHMSA pipeline state partner)

• Must have or can obtain Statutory and Rule
Making Authority for UNGS

• One (1) course for UNGS

• UNGS program does NOT effect your current
state program, even for interstate storage in
your state, PHMSA will not prohibit a state
from enforcing state requirements, they just
will not permit enforcing the federal program

• Can/should use same personnel



State Programs currently with PHMSA UNGS authority  

• Arkansas Oil and Gas Commission

• California Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal
Resources

• Illinois Department of Natural Resources (Oil and Gas
Resource Management)

• Kansas Corporation Commission Oil and Gas
Conservation Division

• Minnesota Department of Public Safety

• Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission

• Indiana Department of Natural Resources (Division of Oil
and Gas)

• Louisiana Department of Natural Resources

• Oklahoma Corporation Commission

• Oregon Public Utility Commission



PHMSA UNGS GRANT FUNDING for 2018
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