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ALLOCATION TO PLACE OF OCCURRENCE

sed on the place of residence of the deceased,
ace of occurrence of the accident. For purposes
lace of occurrence of the accident is more mean-

Unlike general mortality data which are ba
these accident mortality data are based on the pl
of safety education and accident prevention the p
ingful than the place of residence or the place of death.

POPULATION

Population figures used in computing rates for this publication have been estimated by the
Division of Statistics. The estimate for the total population was 2,235,839 and for the white pop-
ulation, 2,036,567, for the Negro population, 145,503, and for the Indian population, 53,769.

CLASSIFICATION OF ACCIDENT DATA

d be suitable for all possible’ applications of acciden-

tal death data. While one user of such data might be interested primarily in the sort of places
where the accidents occurred, another might need to know the manner of injury, and still another
eed to know the nature of the injury in order to provide medical treatment facilities.

No single method of classification woul

might n
vternal Cause of Injury Code

tion used is the “E" or E
Injuries, and

nal Sutistical Classification of Diseases,
cause of death code used for all death certificates

gories combined, in Tables III and VI.

In this publication, one classifica
found in the Manual of the Internatio
Causes of Death. This constitutes part of the
in Oklahoma and has been used, with some cate
ouncil, providing, first, for five major

e where the accident occurred. These are occupational,
ge of the

hicle, and unknown. Chart 1 shows the percenta
The way in which the assignment was

A second classification is that of the National Safety C
categories according to the type of plac
home, motor vehicle, public non-motor ve
1,471 deaths for 1952 assigned to each of these categories.
made is discussed in later sections of this bulletin.

Chart 1

Accidental Deaths by Major Classifications
Oklahoma, 1952
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The discussion of accidental death d i
: ata which follows has b ivi
o - : : een divided accordin i
J‘d ategories of the National Safety Council classification. There is als Tg to'the f'we
accidental deaths are discussed in relation to the age of the decedent FISSAEE A

OCCUPATIONAL ACCIDENTS

In accordanc i ;
tional if they oc;u:;;hi;ui:: 221?::39D;i’tlgc;giiu?a{z:glgs:ncti L GEscits menuelinaltatian amedjes
tic serva . i ent, except that work accid
ko ve;lif;:l:iiea(;la;jgﬁzd as home accu'dents, and transport accidents at work wer:lgls,a;Zi?i(;rgeass_
farmation e to whether then(t)in-motor vehicle according to the circumstances. In general, the in-
certificate itself which re icetas-ed. vas at.work when the injury occurred came from tl,le death
e & ey u(,l'ue? ? his ‘mformatlon for all deaths from external causes. Many certi-
obtained, it was fl‘eCilentl;S tr"um'm&tlon, pOWever, and even when supplementary information was
course of gainful employmenstj I FﬂOttlf‘OSSlble to determine whether the victim was injured in the
P, i it freque:nc or this reason, these numbers of occupational accidental death

y of such deaths. aths

Chu_rf 2

Occupational Accidental Deaths, by Occupation
Oklahoma, 1952
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of all accident fatalities.

portance was fire and explosion of com
cent of the total.

During 1952, 114 accidental deaths were counted in the occupational category.

number of these, 39, occurred to persons engaged in agricultural operations than to persons en-
gaged in any other occupational pursuits. Second, in numerical importance, were the 22 fatal ac-

cidents which occurred to persons in the course of mining, quarrying, and oil and gas well activi-
ties. In each of the years 1950 and 1951 fatalities

ceeded those in the agricultural group. However, these were the only two years in which agricul-

tural fatalities have not been highest in number. Construction work was the occupational classi-

fication having the next gréatest number of accidental fatalities, 16, followed by transportation,

10 deaths, manufacturing, 9 deaths, and service, 8 deaths. Together, agriculture, mining, quar-
rying, oil and gas well, and construction activities were associated with
tal deaths assigned to the occupational category.

from accidents in this occupational group ex-

67.5 per cent of acciden-

Among the 39 agricultural fatalities, 16 or 41 per cent involved th
tractors when not being used for transportation. Five more deaths resulted from fire or explosion
of combustible material. Four resulted from injuries by animals and three each resulted from elec-
trocution, lightning, and motorless road vehicles. Firearms were responsible for two deaths and

the remaining three resulted, one each, from poisoning by motor vehicle exhaust gas, excessive
heat, and unspecified accidents.

e use of machinery including

Among the 22 fatal injuries incurred while the victims were engaged in mining, quarrying, and
oil and gas well activities, 6 resulted from being struck or crushed by falling object or earth, 5
from machinery, 4 from fire or explosion of combustible material, and 3 from electric shock, These
numbers and those for other occupational classifications may be seen in Table 2.

Table 2
Occupational Accidental Deaths By Occupation,
by External Cause of Injury, Oklahoma, 1952

Occupation
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Construction accidents accounted for 16 deaths, o

f which 6 involved machinery; 3 and 2,
respectively, involved electric curre

nt and lighting; and 2 involved falls.

Among the 77 deaths connected with agriculture, mining, quarrying, oil and gas wells, and
construction, 27 or 35,1 per cent involved machinery.

HOME ACCIDENTS

The number of fatal accidents occurring in and around the home or resident institutions during

1952 was 424 compared with 389 occurring in 1951. These 424 deaths represented 28.8-per cent

As has been true in previous years falls outnumbered all other types of fatal home accidents

being 194 in number and representing 45.8 per cent of all home fatalities. Next in numerical im-

deaths representing 25.7 per
s of fatal accidents of each type occurring in the home.

bustible material with 109
Chart 3 shows number

A greater.

Chart 3

Fatal Accidents Occurring in the Home
by Type, Oklahoma, 1952
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Accident Fatalities from Falls and from Fire
and Explosion of Combustible Material, by Age
Oklahoma, 1952
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The largest part of the 194 fatalities resulting from falls oceurred among people of advanced
age with 92.8 per cent being 65 years of age or older and 78.9 per cent being 75 or older. Num-
bers of such deaths are shown in Chart 4 according to the age of the deceased. Information from
supplementary home accident reportsrevealed that most often these falls took place while the aged
people were getting into or out of beds or chairs or simply walking in the house or yard. These
falls in general were attributed to the infirmities of age rather than to environmental hazards.
However, 5 fatal falls which oceurred on January 3 and 4 of 1952 were reported to be due to icy
conditions underfoot. One oft these was a 57 year old man. Throw rugs were reported to have been
responsible for 4 fatal falls. In addition a 93.year old woman was standing on a chair in the kitch-
en and fell off it; a 79 year old woman fell from a kitchen stool on which shehad climbed to reach
an object on a high shelf; and another 79 year old woman climbed upon a trunk from which she fell.

Deaths resulting from injuries sustained from fire and explosion of combustible material were
distributed over the whole age span with greater numbers occurring , however, among preschool
age children. The age distribution of these deaths may also be seen in Chart 4. Supplementary
home accident reports were received for all 26 deaths among children of less than 5 years of age.
Five of the 7 infants under 1 year of age lost their lives when fire destroyed the home or room in
which they were located; a one month old infant died as a result of burns from a hot water bottle
which exploded in his bed; and still another one month old infant was fatally burned when her
mother, who was holding her in her lap, fell asleep, dropping a cigarette, which set the chair on
fire., Twelve of the 19 deaths at ages 1 to 4 years resulted from burning homes from which they
did not escape. Three children ages 2, 3, and 4, lost their lives in separate accidents when their
clothing was ignited from open heaters. Two children, ages 3 and 4, were each fatally burned from
fires started by playing with matches. A three year old child was playing with a bottle of gasoline
which exploded and became ignited and another three year old was purned when a kitchen stove
exploded.

Multiple deaths frequently occurred among families when a house was consumed by fire. The
worst such accident was one in which lightning struck a small frame house which became a mass
of flames in minutes. Ten of the 12 people asleep in the house died and the other 2 were injured.
A family of four children aged 1to 5 years, left at home alone while the mother went to the store,
died when the house burned. It was thought that an open heater set fire to newspapers which
spread to the house itself. A family of 3 children ranging in age from 1 to 5 years died when their
home burned at night while they were sleeping. Faulty wiring was thought to have caused the fire
and it was not stated whether the children were at home alone. Two small children, out of three
left at home alone while the mother went to the grocery store, died in the fire which resulted from
their playing with a bottle of gasoline.

Firearms were responsible for 23 accidental deaths of which 15, or 65.2 per cent, were among
children and young adults 1 to 24 years of age. All but one of the 29 victims were male. For 10
deaths, the accidental shooting was reported to be resulting from someone playing with or scuffling
over a gun. Other accidental deaths with firearms occurred in varied circumstances. A 16 year
old boy returning from a hunting trip propped his gun against a fence with the muzzle end up. As
he climbed the fence the gun discharged. A 73 year old man was taking a shotgun, muzzle first,
from a closet. The gun was discharged - - probably by clothing in the closet. A 22 year old man
was riding on a tractor and had his gun on the tractor with him. A jolt of the tractor discharged

the gun killing the rider.

Twenty-eight deaths, of which 24, or 85.7 per cent, were among infants under one year of age,
were reported to be the result of mechanical suffocation. Ten suffocations were reported to have
occurred while the infant was in bed with its parents or brothers and sisters and 11 more were re-
ported as being caused by bed clothes. It is thought, that many of these deaths attributed to me-
chanical suffocation are actually due to pathological conditions present in the infant which would
be revealed only by an autopsy. None of the supplementary accident reports for these deaths stat-
od that an autopsy had been performed. A one month old infant and a two month old infant each
died as the result of aspiration of vomitus and an eleven month old infant aspirated a large piece
of food which caused asphyxiation. A two year old child suffocated when he shut himself up in

an empty ice box.

b ;I‘I;e 14 ac;:idental deaths from poisoning (gas excepted) were disciributed 8 among children
uh-fdr years of age and 6 a.m:ong a.dul'ts. Six supplementary reports received for the deaths among
chi .en gf.we the f(.)ll..OWITlg information: a child 11 months old and a child 1 year old each ate
La:l);::vehpllllli c;:oni;{a;nmg strychnine; a 3 year old child took pentobarbital sodium sleepiné cap

which hetook from a kitchen cabinet: a 1 year old child f i i
: : ; - ound and ate discarded suga t
sodium salicylate pills; a 2 year old died from ex i icati e oated
: ; - cessive medication with aspirin; and a 2 year
old child drank B.lac.k Leaf 40 which he got from the kitchen cabinet. Four supplementary re yet
on the adults all indicated accidental over-dose of sleeping pills PO
Among the other specified home accidents were 4 drownings which occurred on home premises

Of these, two were under 1 year of age. A 10 m i
; ; onth old infant was left alone in the b
drowned, and a 9 month old infant drowned when he fell into a pail of water © paihtub and

Chart 5

Home Accident Fatalities by Age
Oklahoma, 1952
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s nlt‘l‘;);ienghome accident fatalities occur to the very young and the very old than fo persons in
age groups. Chart 5 shows the numbers of such iti i

e ; uch fatalities according to the age of the

ms. These differences may be expected since the very young and the aged are likely to spend

more of ir ti i
e tt?en' time at home. This age and home accident fatality relationship may be compared
at for age, sex, and general accident fatalities shown in. Chart 9




MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS

Motor vehicles were involved in 622 accidental deaths during 19525 gc;mpri:lréiugéi 1::11(‘1 c;::;
of all accidental deaths. This number exceeded that of 1951 wl?en o dwetl:h e e b
greater than that for any year since the middle 1930s. F‘ol: an a.c'c1den tee;hen D e
the motor vehicle category, the motor vehicle has tn? be in mf)tmn ex?ep gy
connected with boarding or alighting from a motor veh.lc'le. Acfudents o ?7(;001- g
ed for 426 or 68.5 per cent of these deaths, non-collision accidents for i A
accidents of unspecified type for the remaining 17 deaths.

wis : ; L
The greatest number of collision accident fatalities, 265, resulted ’.ﬁ'tamf_thc;se ljjne»;c;h;l;\cghc;c
i i j destrian and collision wi ixed o -
isi ith another motor vehicle. Injury to pe - : ; .
i:lostiﬁse: for 64 deaths. Twenty-five more deaths resulted from collision with rallroelxd trzi%n',; 6 from
' - - » IS )
collision with an animal or with an animal-drawn vehicle, and 2 from injury to pedal cyc

Chart 6

Motor Vehicle Accident Fatalities by Age
Oklahoma, 1952
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. ; in Chart
Young adults suffered the greatest toll from motor vehicle accidents as méy 1);, detr(x) 1;40ye;r

6 where numbers of deaths are shown by age. The greatest number occurred md tl:ae o e

age group with next greatest numbers occurring in the 25 to 99 year group an

group, respectively.

Two hundred eighty-one, or 45.2 per cent, of the persons losing their livest asez:erezggezf
motor vehicle accidents were drivers of vehicles involved and 260, or 41.8 per cent, W p
gers in vehicles involved.

The time of day continued to be an important factor in these fatalities withbgreari‘;st ‘r)\:rrfl::;z
talities occurring in the late afternoon and early evening hours. These numbers may i 1
(')f P ble IV in the Appendix., In Oklahoma as in the United States, as reported by tpe Na 1(‘))11&
;r;fi; ‘Council in Accident Facts, motor vehicle accident deaths occur more frehque:ttljlf ;nlgggticig:rg,
November, and December than they do in other months of the year. Cl?grtt"l show
monthly average number of deaths by the month of occurrence of the accident.

Chart 7

Average Number of Motor Yehicle Accident Deaths,
by Month of Accident, Oklahoma, 1950-1952
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PUBLIC NON-MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS

Two hundred thirteen accident fatalities were assigned fo the public non-motor vehicle cate-

gory which is made up of two main groups of accidents. The first of these includes all transporta-

tion accidents other than motor vehicle accidents regardless of whether or not the deceased was
specified as being ‘‘at work’' when the accident occurred. There were 55 such accidental deaths
in 1952 compared with 89 so classified in 1951. Of the 55 deaths, 24 resulted from railroad acci-

dents, 14 from air transportation accidents, 9 from motorless vehicle accidents, and 8 from water
transportation accidents.

The other main groupincludes deaths resulting from other accidents occurring in public places
to persons while not engaged in gainful employment. The greatest number of these fatalities, 68,
resulted from drowning. Twenty-two more deaths were due to falls, 17 to accidents with firearms,
14 to fire and explosion of combustible material, and 36 to other types of public accidents.

These 68 drownings classified here do not give the complete story of the magnitude of the

water injury hazard in Oklahoma in 1952. In addition there were 8 drownings classified under

water transport accidents, 4 drownings occurring on private premises and classified under home
accidents, and 1 drowning unspecified as to place of occurrence. The age distribution ofthe total
of 81 drownings is shown in Chart 8. From this it may be seen that the toll is greatest among per-
sons under 35 years of age. Eighty per cent of drowning deaths were in this age span.
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Chart 8

Drowning Deaths by Age

Oklahoma, 1952

Deaths Per Year of Age
[+

A7
0 L 1 \ \ 1 1 i )
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 90 100
Age
PLACE OF ACCIDENT UNKNOWN

All accidental deaths which failed to specify the place of occurrence of the accide

nt and which

were neither occupational nor motor vehicular were assigned to the «ynknown’’ category. During
deaths have been classified according to

the external cause of injury. The greatest number of these, 36, resulted from falls.

1952, 98 fatalities were so assigned. In Table 3 these

Table 3

Accidental Deaths Included in Mational Safety Council

“‘Unknown’’ Category, by External Cause of Injury, by Race

Oklahoma, 1952

Race
External Cause of Injury (E Code) Total
White Negro Indian
Total 98 84 10 4
Poisonings 6 4 £ 2
Falls 36 35 L -
Fire and explosion of combustible material 2 2 = F
Hot substances, corrosive liquid, and steam 4 3 = 1
Firearms 3 2 1 -
Suffocation and foreign body entering orifice 9 7 2 *
Drowning 1 - 1 =
Excessive heat 6 5 1 -
Hunger, thirst, and exposure 5 4 1 -
Complications of inoculation 1 L = -
Late effects of motor vehicle accidents 1 1 i =
Late effects of other accidents 13 13 - =
Other 11 7 3 1

- 10 -

firearms i i
were in second and third places, respectively, as causes of accidental deaths.

hot substance, and radiation
5 appeared among the four leading exter i
B g ernal causes of deathin allage

AGE AND ACCIDENTAL DEATHS

As pointed out at the beginning of the discussion, accidents lead all other causes of death
among persons 1 to 34 years of age. To this point the discussion has been based on the National

safety Council method of classification. For this particular section, however, the discussi i
be devoted to accident fatalities which occur to specific age groups ' ton il

Chart 9 shows accidental deaths by age for males and females separately. In every age group
except that composed of -persons 75 years of age and over the number of fatalities among males
was greater than that among females and the greatest number occurred under the age of one year

Chart 9

Accidental Deaths by Sex and Age
Oklahoma, 1952
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n Table 4 are shown the leading causes of external injury for specific age groups. In all
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In each of the age groups 5 to 14 years and 15 to 24 years drowning and

Fire,
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Table 4

Leading Caus
Oklahoma, 1952

es of Fatal External Injury by Age

Number of Per Cent of
Age & Exteranl Injury Deaths Accidental Deaths
Under | Year
Mechanical suffocation 28 42.4
Suffocation and other injury by foreign body entering body orifice 11 16.7
Fire, hot substance, and radiation 9 13.6
Motor vehicles 9 13.6
1- 4 Years
Motor vehicles 27 35.5
Fire, hot substance, and radiation 23 30.3
Poisoning by solid and liquid substance 9 11.8
Drowning 5 6.6
5 - 14 Years
Motor vehicles 35 33.0
Drowning 27 25.5
Firearms 14 13.2
Fire, hot substance, and radiation 11 10.4
15 - 24 Years
Motor vehicles 114 62.0
Drowning 17 9,2
Firearms 14 7.6
Electric current 8 4.3
25 - 44 Years
Motor vehicles 182 56.9
Fire, hot substance, and radiation 32 10.0
Aircraft 13 4,1
Machinery 13 4.1
45 - 64 Years
Motor vehicles 171 58.8
Fire. hot substance, and radiation 27 e
Falls 21 7.2
Machinery 11 3.8
65 Years and Over
Falls 224 54.0
Motor vehicles 73 17.6
46 1.1
18 4.3

Fire, hot substance, and radiation
Excessive heat and insolation

12 -
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EY TYPE OF ACCIDENT, BY MONTH, 1952

TABLE II. DEATHS RESULTING FROM ACCIDENTS OCCURRING IN OKLAHCMA

TABLE III. DEATHS RESULTING FROM ACCIDENTS OCCURRING IN OKLAH NUME]
OMA, BY TYPE OF ACCI
- AND BY URBAN AND RURAL I.ocﬁ‘IoN, 1952 CLORT: i SHGRANE X RAEE,
;é.gﬂ;|||‘|||III1-¢|""""""" IIIlllIIlIII!lIIIIll\I.:Q
e
[5]
Type of Accident Total Wihi
te Negro Indian
Estimated ti : B st
% § Qe L) Grlg g 1ogage rsgae & LG e T B = e, e L 29 M:=235*839 —— 215, 703 a5 1,158,460 1,0;,379
3 er | Rate || Number | Rate | Number | Rate | Number | Rate || Number | Rate | Number| Rate
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TABLE VI. DEATHS RES
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OKLAHOMA, 1952
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= TABLE VI. DEATHS RESULTING FROM ACCIDENTS Af
OCCURRENCE OF ACCIDENT, BY CCORDING TO COUNTY OF OCCURRENCE OF ACCIDENT
ACCLDENTS ACCORDING TO COUNTE oF TYPE OF ACCIDENT, OKLAHOMA, 1952 ’
TABLE VI. DEATHS REsszg%l;% E%‘O‘;GGIDENT, S KLAHGMA, 1952, {Contimued) H , 1952, (Continued)
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Type 6 2 5 Total fatalities 2l 2l
18 17 21 3 13 20 L w 2 1 5 26 n 2 27
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