
The app can be downloaded for free 

through the Apple App Store and the 

Google Play store: 

 

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/cause-of

-death-reference-guide/id1363232296?

mt=8 

 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/

details?id=gov.cdc.iiu.anubis 

The CDC has just released a new app called 

Cause of Death Quick Reference Guide. This 

quick guide application is designed to acquaint 

physicians, medical students, and others with 

the vital registration system in the United States 

and to provide instructions for completing 

death certificates. Emphasis is directed toward 

the certification of medical information, the 

primary responsibility of the physician, and a 

critical piece of information on the death  

certificate. It contains numerous short and easy-

to-read sections on the steps of death  

pronouncement and completion of the death 

certificate.  Physicians are encouraged to access 

and use the mobile application. 

Mobile Application: Guidance to the Physician on 

Completing the Cause of Death 

It’s Not a Guessing Game 

Social Security Number (SSN) and decedent’s Hispanic Origin & Race information should 

be obtained from the informant to ensure accuracy.  Guessing could cause issues and      

possibly the need for correction or amendment down the line.  Please remember to: 

 Obtain the correct SSN from the informant and ensure correct name spelling. Multiple 

failed attempts to verify the SSN will cause the field to lock. This security feature    

cannot be unlocked by ROVER staff. 

 Enter Decedent’s Hispanic Origin and Race as identified/reported by the informant, not 

based on physical appearance or attributes. 

Contact the ROVER Help Desk at AskRover@health.ok.gov or 405.271.5380 with any 

questions or need for assistance. 
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The medical certification section of the U.S. Standard Certificate of Death is designed to 

collect an underlying cause of death; that is, the disease or injury which initiated the 
chain of morbid events leading directly to death or the circumstances of the accident or     

violence which produced the fatal injury. The certification section of the death certificate 
follows the format recommended by the World Health Organization in the International 

Classification of Diseases to facilitate reporting of the underlying cause of death by listing 
the immediate cause of death followed by antecedent causes in proper sequence. Other 

Significant Conditions section allows the physician to list any other medically important 
disease or condition that was present at the time of death and which may have         
contributed to death but was not a direct link in the chain of events directly leading to 

the death.  Listed below are some Basic Concepts for Completing a cause-of-

death statement. 

Double Check It: Avoiding Incomplete Cause of Death 

1) Deaths known or suspected of having been caused by injury or poisoning should be 

reported to the medical examiner, and you will complete the death certificate if the 

medical examiner doesn’t accept the case.  

2) The cause-of-death information should be your best medical opinion.  

3) Only one condition should be listed per line in Part I. Additional lines may be added 

if necessary.  

4) Each condition in Part I should cause the one above it.  

5) Abbreviations and parentheses should be avoided in reporting causes.  

6) Provide the best estimate of the interval between the presumed onset of each con-
dition and death. The terms “approximately” or “unknown” may be used. Do not 

leave the interval blank; if unknown, indicate that it is unknown.  

7) Report each disease, abnormality, injury, or poisoning that you believe adversely 

affected the decedent. A condition can be listed as “probable” even if it has not 

been definitively diagnosed.  

8) A complete sequence should be reported in Part I that explains why the patient 
died. The sequence may be an etiological or pathological sequence as well as a se-

quence in which an earlier condition is believed to have prepared the way for a 

subsequent cause by damage to tissues or impairment of function.  

“A properly 

completed 

cause-of-death 

section provides 

etiologic 

explanation of 

the order, type, 

and association 

of events 

resulting in 

death” 
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(Article excerpt from CDC ICD-10 Cause of Death Querying, 2010) 



 

Time is of the Essence: Filing of Regular & Fetal Deaths 

“Failure to file 

death certificates 

promptly may 

cause probate, 

insurance and/or 

financial 

problems for an 

already grieving 

family” 
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The failure to file death certificates promptly may cause probate, insurance and/or financial 

problems for an already grieving family, and inhibit the ability of the Oklahoma State  

Department of Health to compile the health statistics so important in determining future 

health policy.  

§63-1-317. Death certificate - Filing - Contents 

(a) A death certificate for each death which occurs in this state shall be filed with the State 

Department of Health, within three (3) days after such death.  

(b) The funeral director shall personally sign the death certificate and shall be responsible 

for filing the death certificate. If the funeral director is not available, the person acting as 

such who first assumes custody of a dead body in accordance with Section 1158 of Title 

21 of the Oklahoma Statutes shall personally sign and file the death certificate. The   

personal data shall be obtained from the next of kin or the best qualified person or 

source available. The certificate shall be completed as to personal data and delivered to 

the attending physician or the medical examiner responsible for completing the medical 

certification portion of the certificate of death within twenty-four (24) hours after the 

death.  

(c) The medical certification shall be completed and signed within forty-eight (48) hours 

after death by the physician in charge of the patient's care for the illness or condition 

which resulted in death, except when inquiry as to the cause of death is required by  

Section 938 of this title.  

(d) (d) In the event that the physician in charge of the patient's care for the illness or      

condition which resulted in death is not in attendance at the time of death, the medical 

certification shall be completed and signed within forty-eight (48) hours after death by 

the physician in attendance at the time of death, except when inquiry as to the cause of 

death is required by Section 938 of this title.   

 

Effective November 1, 2015 all fetal deaths (aka stillbirths) that occur in Oklahoma at 12+ 

weeks gestation are required to be reported to the Oklahoma State Department of Health 

(OSDH).  The entity who assumes custody of the fetus is responsible for filing the fetal death 

certificate. Depending on the situation, this may be the hospital, funeral home, or the family. 

Whoever assumes the role of funeral director is required by law to file the death certificate 

with the Oklahoma Vital Records Division. 

§63-1-318. Fetal Death Certificate - Filing - Contents  

(a) A fetal death certificate for each fetal death which occurs in this state shall be filed with 

the State Registrar, within three (3) days after such delivery.  

(b) The funeral director or person acting as such who first assumes custody of a fetus shall 

file the fetal death certificate. In the absence of such a person, the physician or other 

person in attendance at or after the delivery shall file the certificate of fetal death. He 

shall obtain the personal data from the next of kin or the best qualified person or source 

available. He shall complete the certificate as to personal data and deliver the certificate 

to that person responsible for completing the medical certification of cause of death 

within twenty-four (24) hours after delivery.  

(c) The medical certification shall be completed and signed within forty-eight (48) hours 

after delivery by the physician in attendance at or after delivery, except when inquiry 

into the cause of death is required by Section 938 of this title.   
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ROVER Inquires 

AskROVER@health.ok.gov 
Phone:  405-271-5380 

Fax:  405-271-7683 

Cause of Death, 
Amendment, and 

Registration Inquiries 
 

Phone: 405-271-5108 

Fax: 405-271-2899 
 

ROVER Unleashed Webinars 

 

The Field Services staff of the Oklahoma State Department of Health will begin hosting 

online training sessions for ROVER users.  Death session date & times are: 

Wednesday, June 20th:  

11:00 am  

3:00 pm  

The goal of the sessions will be to offer training, address areas causing confusion, or just 

to answer various questions you might have with the ROVER system. 

Information for accessing the Unleashed sessions will be posted in the News Message 

box on the main page of ROVER. 

CONTACT US 

Page 4         ROVER 

Access ROVER: 

www.rover.health.ok.gov 

Upcoming Events 

OKLHOMA STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

Vital Records Division 

1000 NE 10th Street 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma  73117 

 

www.health.ok.gov 


