
CƛƭƛƴƎ ! {ǝƭƭōƛǊǘƘ /ŜǊǝŬŎŀǘŜ 
The entity who assumes custody of the fetus is responsible for filing 
the fetal death certificate within three (3) days.  
 
Depending on the situation, this may be the hospital, funeral home, or the 
family. Whoever assumes the role of funeral director is required by law to file 
the death certificate with the Oklahoma Vital Records Division.  
 
In the case where a hospital would release the body to the family, the       

Oklahoma Vital Records Division (VR) recommends that the hospital offers to 

file the certificate for the family. This is not required by law; however the   

hospital already has the required information, access to the certifier for     

signature, and a process in place for filing the record; so it can be done 

quickly and without significant disruption of business. If the hospital chooses 

not to file the certificate, then Oklahoma Vital Records asks that the hospital inform the family of their legal    

responsibility. If no notification is provided to the family, it is unlikely a record will ever be filed. Oklahoma VR is 

unlikely to be aware of the event or have the information necessary to contact the family. This will lead to      

incomplete counts of events and the family will regrettably be in violation of state law. If the family does file the 

record, then the family will be required to contact the hospital to obtain the medical information and signatures 

necessary for filing the certificate. Delaying the filing of these records will prove to be more time consuming 

than filing shortly after the event occurs.  
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²ƘŜƴ ¢ƻ CƛƭŜ ! {ǝƭƭōƛǊǘƘ /ŜǊǝŬŎŀǘŜ 
! ŦŜǘŀƭ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŎŎǳǊǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǘǳǎ ƛǎ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘΦ 

Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǎŜΣ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǘǳǎ ƛǎ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ мн ǿŜŜƪǎ ƎŜǎǘŀǝƻƴΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŀ ŦŜǘŀƭ ŘŜŀǘƘκǎǝƭƭōƛǊǘƘ 

ŎŜǊǝŬŎŀǘŜ a¦{¢ ōŜ ŬƭŜŘΦ  

LŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴȅ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ όŜǾŜƴ ƻƴŜ ƘŜŀǊǘōŜŀǘΣ ƻƴŜ ōǊŜŀǘƘΣ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜύΣ 

ǘƘŜƴ ŀ [ƛǾŜ .ƛǊǘƘ /ŜǊǝŬŎŀǘŜ a¦{¢ ōŜ ŬƭŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎŜǎǘŀǝƻƴŀƭ ŀƎŜ ƻǊ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ 

ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƳŀǧŜǊΦ  

LŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦŀƴǘ ŘƛŜǎ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎƘŀǊƎŜ όǊŜƎŀǊŘƭŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘ ƻŎŎǳǊǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘǎΣ ƘƻǳǊǎΣ 

Řŀȅǎ ƻǊ ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜ ōƛǊǘƘύΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŀ 5ŜŀǘƘ /ŜǊǝŬŎŀǘŜ a¦{¢ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŬƭŜŘΦ  

aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŬƭŜŘΤ        

ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǝƭƭōƛǊǘƘ ƻǊ ƛƴŦŀƴǘ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ Ƴŀȅ ŀǊƛǎŜΦ !ōƻǾŜ ƛǎ ŀ 

ƅƻǿŎƘŀǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ƛƴ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƛǎ         

ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ōȅ ƭŀǿ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŬƭƛƴƎΦ  

{ƘƻǳƭŘ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ŜǾŜǊ ŀǊƛǎŜ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƻǊ ŬƭŜ ŀ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘΤ ƻǊ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŬƭŜŘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ hƪƭŀƘƻƳŀ {ǘŀǘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 

IŜŀƭǘƘΣ hŶŎŜ ƻŦ ±ƛǘŀƭ wŜŎƻǊŘǎΣ ό!ǎƪ±wϪƘŜŀƭǘƘΦƻƪΦƎƻǾ ƻǊ плр-нтм-плплύΦ  
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6. "Stillbirth" or "stillborn child" 

means a fetal death;  

8. "Fetal death" means death 

prior to the complete expulsion 

or extraction from its mother of a  

product of human conception 

after the fetus has advanced to 

or beyond the twelfth week of 

uterogestation. The death is  

indicated by the fact that, after 

such expulsion or  extraction, 

the fetus does not breathe or 

show any other evidence of life 

such as beating of the heart, 

pulsation of the  umbilical cord 

or definite movement of         

voluntary muscles;               

                           ········  

 

The Decision Tree 
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FAQôs 

Question:   

If I do not have complete           

information for the mother or    

father can I select ñYesò for items 

16a and 16b on TAB 2 (Mother/

Parent I/SSN Request) in     

ROVER?  

Answer: All information 
needs to be completed in order to 

mark ñYesò for items 16a and 16b 

in ROVER. If any information is    

unavailable, please mark ñNoò for 

items 16a and 16b on TAB 2 

(Mother/Parent I/SSN Request).   

________________ 

 

Question:   

I have a bunch of hand written  

signature pages, can I fax them 

in? 

Answer: The New Birth    

Department will no longer accept 

hand written signature pages 

from facilities when no significant     

systemic issues have been      

substantiated. 

Please send us your e-mail address. 

In the future we will update the password reset process and    

users will be able to reset their own passwords.  In order for this 

process to be successful, please ensure you have updated  

ROVER with your current email address.   

Please send your email address to AskROVER@health.ok.gov. 

At that time you may also update any of your other contact      

information. 
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¢ƘŜ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ IŜŀƭǘƘ 

{ǘŀǝǎǝŎǎ Ƙŀǎ ƛŘŜƴǝŬŜŘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎ ƛƴ 

hƪƭŀƘƻƳŀ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ Řŀǘŀ 

ōȅ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǘ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ 

ǊŀǘŜΦ  

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ƛǎ 

ǊŜǇƻǊǝƴƎ ƛƴŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜ ŘŀǘŀΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 

ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ !ǎƪwh±9wϪƘŜŀƭǘƘΦƻƪΦƎƻǾ 

ŀƴŘ ŀ CƛŜƭŘ wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝǾŜ Ŏŀƴ 

ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǎǘŀǝǎǝŎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ 

ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǝŦȅ ŀƴȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǝƴƎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ 

bŜǿǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ 

ROVER News Messages are 

located on the right side of the 

home page when logged into 

ROVER.  This is where           

important information is shared 

with users.  Any trending issues, 

ROVER upgrades or changes to 

the system will be noted here for 

your convenience. 

wh±9w CǳƴŎǝƻƴŀƭƛǘȅ 

In an effort to ensure system 

performance, the Stateôs      

Centralized IT Unit performs a 

daily system reboot.  Expect the     

system to be down between 

12:30am and 1:00am daily. 
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CŀȄŜŘ wh±9w ǎƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ 

ǇŀƎŜ ƘŜƭǇ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ  

9Ƴŀƛƭ ōƛǊǘƘŦŀȄƘŜƭǇϪƘŜŀƭǘƘΦƻƪΦƎƻǾ 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ 

мΦ /ƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ 

нΦ 5ŀǘŜ ƻŦ ōƛǊǘƘ 

оΦ .ŀǊ ŎƻŘŜ І 

пΦ 5ŀǘŜ ŦŀȄŜŘ 

рΦ LǎǎǳŜκǉǳŜǎǝƻƴ 

 

wh±9w LƴǉǳƛǊƛŜǎ 
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wh±9w ¦ƴƭŜŀǎƘŜŘ 

The Field Services staff of the Oklahoma State Department of 

Health has begun hosting regular online training sessions for 

ROVER  users.  The sessions for birth users are open to birth 

clerks, nurses and/or data entry specialists. 

The goal of the sessions is to offer training, address areas  

causing confusion, or just to answer various questions you might 

have with the ROVER system. 

Our next sessions will be held, Thursday,      

September 13th at 10:00 am and 2:00 pm 

Information for accessing the ROVER Unleashed 

sessions will be posted in the News Message 

box on the main page of ROVER.   
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