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Links provided in the Q&A chat box or in Q&A: 
 
CDC - Interim Infection Prevention and Control Recommendations to Prevent SARS-CoV-2 Spread in 
Nursing Homes - https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/long-term-care.html  
(New guidance released March 29, 2021) 

 
OSDH - LTC COVID-19 Resource Provider Guidance page - https://oklahoma.gov/health/protective-
health/long-term-care-service/ltc-covid-19-resources/provider-guidance.html 

 
 
PPE: 
 
1. Q:  Will a new PPE grid be issued at some point? 

 
A:  We are updating the PPE Grid, the Misc. Grid and the Testing Grid.  The Misc. Grid will provide 
guidance on quarantine.  The PPE Grid will be located within the Misc. Grid.  They can be located on 
the LTC COVID-19 Resources Provider Guidance page. 
  

 
2. Q:  Do residents in assisted living have to wear a mask down to dining room or activity if social 

distancing? 
 
A:  Masks and distancing are part of the Core Principles of COVID Infection Prevention.  In order to 
keep everyone safe, masks are highly recommended when moving throughout the facility. 
 
 

3. Q:  Can direct care staff can wear a surgical mask rather than KN95? 
 

A:  A surgical mask is appropriate for source control for care of your residents in the negative 
environment (general population).  The N95 should be worn for care in the COVID positive and 
quarantine units.  The KN95 is the alternative to the N95 when an N95 is not available.   You can use 
a well-fitted surgical mask if you have not been fit-tested for the N95 although this is not preferred. 
(JK) 
 
 

Outings/Trips: 
 
4. Q:  Can families now take residents off campus for anything other than necessary medical 

appointments and are they allowed to go home and stay overnight with their families? 
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A:  There is nothing that says they cannot.  This includes vaccinated and unvaccinated residents.  You 
know your residents and their families.  You have to consider your risks, provided education, use the 
person-centered approach and consider how they will be managed upon return.   
 
 

5. Q:  Can residents with their own vehicles go on outings independently as long as we follow the CDC 
guidance? 

 
A:  There is nothing that says they cannot.  You know your residents, their abilities and their level of 
compliance.  Consider all aspects of the outing and be sure you are educating and documenting.   
 
 

6. Q:  Do fully vaccinated residents leaving assisted living for doctors appointments need to be 
quarantined for 14 days upon returning? 
 
A:  No, they do not. 
  

 
Miscellaneous: 
 
7. Q:  We recently had a resident (fully vaccinated) that transferred to a nursing home.  Resident's POA 

was informed by the nursing home that she would need to quarantine for 14 days.  Is that accurate?  
I am trying to advocate for them even though she is no longer a resident on our A/L Community. 
 
A:  You are correct, that is not accurate.  The Misc. Grid will help clarify this.  If you have a name of 
the facility you would like to share, we can assist you with advocating.  Contact us at 
LTC@health.ok.gov or call 405.426.8200.  You can also find the guidance in the CDC Interim 
Infection Prevention and Control Recommendations to Prevent SARS-CoV-2 Spread in Nursing 
Homes.  
 
 

8. Q:  Is there a risk assessment that can be provided to us? 
 
A:  We do not have a template of a risk assessment.  Consult with your Infection Preventionist, the 
DON, the nursing staff and the Medical Director to identify what risks you are assessing.  Your 
questions may change based on the risk you are assessing.  If you have questions about what you 
are considering, please contact us.   
 
  

9. Q:  Can visitors and vendors attend activities? 
 
A:  This is a vague question because there are many factors you need to consider.  Are you able to 
continue distancing and maintain the Core Principles?  What kind of spacing do you have?  Where is 
the activity going to take place, indoors or outdoors?  When you include visitors into your activities, 
you need to consider all the risks. 
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