
Pursuant to the authority vested in me by Section 11 of Article VI of the Oklahoma Constitution, I 

have vetoed Enrolled Senate Bill 870. 

 

While I am supportive of protecting vulnerable children, this bill is too broad and leaves many terms 

undefined. Even law enforcement believe this bill is so vague it could lead to overcriminalization. 

There is already a failure to report statute, but it requires that the violator knew of misconduct and 

chose not to report. On the other hand, this bill criminalizes people who suspect – even when they 

don’t really know if a crime has been committed – and do not report. 

 

This bill may unintentionally discourage volunteers and employees from serving, out of concern that 

they could face prosecution for not being sufficiently vigilant in identifying potential misconduct. I 

would encourage the legislature to clarify the above, expand it to more than just OJA and get it to 

my desk to better protect Oklahoma children without the ambiguity. 

 

For these reasons, I have vetoed Enrolled Senate Bill 870. 


