
 

 

 
 

MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING 
 

OKLAHOMA FUNERAL BOARD 
3700 N. Classen, Suite 175 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73118 
 

February 23, 2022 
________________________________________________________________ 
BOARD MEMBERS STAFF 
Tom Coble Shayne Melton 
J. Cooper Ashton Poarch, AAG 
Joe Highberger Rochelle Robinson 
Brent Matherly Tyler Stiles 
Jim Roberts  
Mike Sanders 
Chad Vice  
  

 
MEETING PLACE:  3700 N. Classen Blvd. Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73118, First 
Floor Conference Room.  
 
A copy of this notice of meeting and agenda has been posted in a prominent 
location at the office of the Oklahoma Funeral Board, 3700 North Classen 
Blvd Suite 175, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, on February 17, 2022 at 1:30PM. A 
copy of this agenda is available on the Funeral Board website at 
www.ok.gov/funeral 
 
President Highberger called the meeting to order at 10:00AM. Board 
members Highberger, Roberts, and Sanders were present. Members Coble, 
Cooper, Matherly, and Vice were not present for roll call. A quorum was 
always present. 
 
Review, discussion by the Board members, and possible action regarding 
proposed changes to the Oklahoma Funeral Board Statutes or Rules: Mr. 
Stiles reported that there were no comments from the public regarding the 
Rule Change to add language regarding requests for rule changes update. 
Mr. Stiles also reported that the education committee met and compiled 

http://www.ok.gov/funeral


 

 

language to reduce the additional education requirements for licensure as 
well as adding an embalmer only license. Motion by Roberts second by 
Sanders to approve: Licensing education requirements; FD Only additional 
hours requirement;  EM Only License requirements; Rule Change to add 
language regarding requests for rule changes update.  The motion passed 
unanimously. The statute language is as follows: 
 
§59-396.3. Qualifications and examination of funeral directors and embalmers 
- Approved schools 
 
B. 1. Except as provided in subsection C of this section, the minimum 
requirements for a license to practice funeral directing or embalming, or 
both, are as follows: The minimum requirements for a license to practice 
funeral directing or embalming, or both, are as follows:  

An applicant for a license to practice funeral directing or embalming 
shall be at least twenty (20) years of age, a legal resident of this state, a citizen 
or permanent resident of the United States. In addition, an applicant shall 
have at least sixty (60) semester hours of study earned, measured in quarter 
or clock hours, from a regionally accredited college or university, shall be a 
graduate of a program of mortuary science accredited by the American 
Board of Funeral Service Education, and have served one (1) year as a 
registered apprentice. The applicant may serve as a registered apprentice 
prior to enrollment in an approved school of mortuary science, or subsequent 
to graduation from the school and pass the International Conference of 
Funeral Service Examining Board National Board Science Examination and/or 
Arts Examination with a 75 or higher on each exam. 
 
C. 1. If a person chooses not to meet the qualifications in subsection B of this 
section for a funeral director, the person may alternatively qualify for a license 
to practice funeral directing, but not embalming, upon meeting the eligibility 
requirements of this subsection as follows: An applicant for a license to 
practice funeral directing shall be at least twenty (20) years of age, a legal 
resident of this state, a citizen or permanent resident of the United States. An 
applicant is required to complete a funeral director course of study approved 
by the Oklahoma Funeral Board and that is administered by program of 
funeral service/mortuary science accredited by the American Board of 
Funeral Service Education (ABFSE). The funeral director course of Study shall 
include at least thirty (30) semester hours or Equivalent closely following the 
ABFSE curriculum standard, limited to only: Business Management, 
Cremation, Social Sciences/Humanities, Legal, Ethical, Regulatory, plus 
essential elements of embalming, restorative art, general concerns when 
dealing with human remains, a practicum experience and preparation for the 
required board exams. In addition to the funeral director course of study the 
applicant is required to complete at least sixty (60) additional semester hours 



 

 

of study earned, measured in quarter or clock hours, from a regionally 
accredited college or university and must complete a twelve-month 
minimum term as a registered apprentice with employment at a licensed 
establishment and must have assisted with twenty-five arrangement 
conferences and assisted with twenty five separate funeral or memorial 
services under the supervision of a licensed funeral director in this state. The 
applicant may serve as a registered apprentice prior to enrollment in an 
approved school of mortuary science, concurrently while in mortuary school, 
or subsequent to completion of the funeral director course of study. 

2. Curriculum of study for a funeral director license shall be in a 
program of mortuary science which shall be that prescribed by the 
Oklahoma Funeral Board. An applicant must pay all fees as provided in 
Section 396.4 of this title and pass an exam provided by the International 
Conference of Funeral Service Examining Board with a seventy-five (75) or 
higher as well as pass a law exam provided by the Oklahoma Funeral Board, 
with a seventy-five (75) or higher. A license to practice as a funeral director 
issued pursuant to this subsection shall be restricted to funeral director, and 
the licensee shall not be eligible to practice as the funeral director in charge 
as defined in Section 396.2 of this title. 

 3. If a person chooses not to meet the qualifications in subsection B of 
this section for an embalmer, the person may alternatively qualify for a 
license to practice embalming, upon meeting the eligibility requirements of 
this subsection as follows: An applicant for a license to practice embalming 
shall be at least twenty (20) years of age, a legal resident of this state, a citizen 
or permanent resident of the United States, and of good moral character. An 
applicant is required to complete an embalmer course of study approved by 
the Oklahoma Funeral Board and that is administered by a program of 
funeral service/mortuary science accredited by the American Board of 
Funeral Service Education (ABFSE). The embalmer course of study shall 
include at least thirty (30) semester hours or equivalent closely following the 
ABFSE curriculum standard, limited to only: Biology, Chemistry, Microbiology, 
Human Anatomy, Pathology, Embalming, Embalming Chemistry, and 
Restorative Art, plus essential elements of grief, communication, and 
preparation for the required board exams.  The applicant must also complete 
a twelve-month minimum term as a registered apprentice with full-time 
employment at a licensed establishment or licensed commercial embalming 
establishment and must have assisted with (25) embalmings under the 
supervision of a licensed embalmer in this state. The applicant may serve as a 
registered apprentice prior to enrollment in an approved school of mortuary 
science, concurrently while in mortuary school, or subsequent to completion 
of the embalmer course of study.  
 

4. Curriculum of study for an embalmer license shall be in a program of 
funeral service/mortuary science which shall be that prescribed by the 



 

 

Oklahoma Funeral Board. An applicant must pay all fees as provided in 
Section 396.4 of this title and pass the embalmer examination provided by 
the International Conference of Funeral Service Examining Board seventy-five 
(75) or higher as well as pass a law exam provided by the Oklahoma Funeral 
Board, with a seventy-five (75) or higher.  A license to practice as an 
embalmer issued pursuant to this subsection shall be restricted to embalmer, 
and the licensee shall not be eligible to practice as the funeral director in 
charge as defined in Section 396.2 of this title. 
 
 
§59-396.8. Reciprocity. 
C. The Board may issue an appropriate license without further apprenticeship 
to a resident of a state which does not have the same educational 
requirements necessary for reciprocity with this state, if said applicant:  
1. Has a current license to practice as an embalmer or funeral director in the 
state of residence of the person;  
2. Has been an active embalmer or funeral director practicing in the state of 
residence of the person for at least five (5) years;  
3. Has never been convicted of a felony crime that substantially relates to the 
occupation of an embalmer or funeral director and poses a reasonable threat 
to public safety, and has never been convicted of a misdemeanor related to 
funeral service;  
4. Has never had said license revoked or suspended;  
5. Is not currently facing disciplinary action;  
6. Intends to practice in this state;  
7. Has filed such documents as are required by the Board;  
8. Has paid the fees as required by Section 396.4 of this title;  
9. Is a citizen or permanent resident of the United States;  
10. Is a graduate of an accredited program of mortuary science; 
11. Has passed the National Board Examination or State Board Examination 
administered by the International Conference of Funeral Service Examining 
Board; and 
12. Has passed the Oklahoma State Law Examination. 
 
 
Motion by Roberts second Highberger to adjourn at 10:02am. The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
___________________________ 
Joe Highberger  
Oklahoma Funeral Board President  

 


