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FIRST ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

STATE FIRE MARSHAL

OF THE

State of Oklahoma

(Office of the State Fire Mershal,
Oklahoma OQity, Oklahoma,
January 20, 1113,
To Honorabie Perry A, Baliard, State Insurence Commissioner, State’
of Oklaboma,
Degr Sir— .

I have the honor to submit, ag required by Section 11, Chapter 48,
Hesslon Lawe of 1911, the report of this department for the vear end-
ing Décember 31, 1811, This report covers the time since the ereation
of this- depurtment, June 8, 1811, untll Deecmber 31, 1311, ioclusive.

The number of firea reported was 715, Of this number 800 reporis
ghow a destruction of valuable property, 24 reports show no destrie-
tlon -in- properiy.

Tha total fire loss was $007.220.56 to buildings and $314,779.556 to
contants, making g total destructiom of property to the amount of
£1.422.010.11 during the period coversd by thiz rveport, or an averagt
loss by fire of about $7,000.00 per day.

This department has caused the [nvestigatiom of B4 "“'Supposed
Incondiary Fires."

RESULTS OF INVESTIGATIONES.

Persons arregted on'charge of Breon _ . ______ 29
Pereons arrested on charge of attempt to defrawd. . ... ..., .
Fled from state-snmd whersabolts unknown. .___. 2
Forlelted bond and now fugfltive from Jh‘:-tJr'a ........ AL = L 1
Convicled ... R e o e s e T S a
Hound over o nwnlt tria] In Digtriet Conrt. . Pzpmle i)
Pismipged at preliminary examivation for want of evidence.__.. 1i
Pyromaniat commlited to State Hosgpltal lor Insane___ . ...... 1
Coges pending of ofid of yeavr.. . ____________.._..... de S |
InyvestigitionE Bt pEnoingE o e aaee o amaio.o 16

Of the persone convigted of argon, two of them committed the
erime for the purpeee of collécling the insurance; while the othar
committed hie erime throngh mallce.

BURMING TO COLLECT THE INSURANCE.

The ranse of the greater part of incendizry fire which hava been
investigated by thie department show that the same was caused by a
party who desired to defrand Insarnce Compaoles by purning his




propoerty and colléstng the (msurdnce, which is Ffar greater then the
value of the property destroved,

The person who will apply the toreh to get MauTance money i
one of the most despicable of all eriminals and his erime [z Indeed
difficnlt to detect, as all the evidence goes up In the smoke. A8 the
orime 18 alwavs premeditated and has besn planned for days or weeks
before it is actually commitied, the eriminal bullds up hig “fences” ghd
arranges (0 establish hig innocence should hig purpose have been de-
tected. He is willlng to jecpardize the llves nnd property of others
in order to accomplish his end; robbery is angelic beside it, becauss
the robler simply transfers, whiles the Incendiary destroyz the pro-
ducts of human bood and nerves, [ not buman life,  [ncendiarigm (s
unspeakably mean, because it ig expected to destroy all evidence of the
crime by reducing it to gases and asghes, thue steallng from the hands
of justice the possibility of punishing the guilly one

Mothing hut over ingurands can candas this erime to ha committed
for the purpese of collecting the imsurance, and the local [nEurance
agents are usually ready to write insurance to any amount on which
the person will pay the premium, régardless of whai the actual value
of property Insured may be: The Insurance Agent ig afier the pre-
minms he receives for writing the insurnnce and is not looking after
the interest of his company In the payment of ita losses. The Insur-
ance Agpent who knowingly writes Insurance on property in excess of
lts real valuée ghould be held oriminally as responslbla ae the party
who canses the destruction of the property Lo recelve the Instrinee.

MALICE OR REVENGE

I8 tha cause of comparatively few fires in the clags of incendlarizm,
and when It s the eausd [t usnaliy leaves hehind marks which will
wiise the party who commits such an act to be brought to justice.

CARELESSNESS DR NEGLECT,

All fires except those causged by lightning and moendiarism are the
resnlts of onrelesEness or neglect of some person ol some time, It
may have been in the construction of the building of the flue or chim-
ney, the electrie wirlng, the plumbing, the connection of stoves oy
neating apparatis. :

It la not necessary thal a person most upset & lamp or threw a
match [na pan of gasoline to constliute an act of carelessness which
would destroy property by fire,

Carelessness in the manner of hendiing matches and fire have
vased the larger per cent of the flre waste shown In this report and
more deaths are caunsed by this medium than through the handling of
dynamite and other explosives of that kind in bur state.

We tepeh our children npot o fear the fire. We glve them the
mitoh and tesch them to build the fire and delight In showing them
how harmless it s, yet fire canges more deaths annuaily in the [nited
States than “"either the copperhesd snd all the other reptiles.” A man
will bulld a beputiful home for his family and place In' 1t an open flre:
place or grate with nothing 1o protect them from the flames. This
practice should he stopped, and all fire-places and grates should be
gereendd (o prevent clothing from coming in direct contact with the
flames, Within the past sixty days more than thirty persons hove
met, death in oir state through this one cpuse.

THE PUBLIC PRESS. '
The newspapers and magazlnes of our state have given an enor-
mong umonnt of thoeiy valuable space to the publieation of reporis and



recemmendations made by this department. The public has been
shown that the [nsurance companies ssgess the danger from fire in
eaph  bullding, eollect the amount of the sssessment and use the
amount collected from several hundred buildings to pay the lose of the
one that burned, When one person defrauds an Insurance company
the general public of that community pay the loss and all the expenses
of the company in making the adjustment, The honest man pave for
tha loga of the dighonest man, and the only recourse the honest man
has 15 to assist In prosecuting the dishonest,

The reduction of the enormous fire waste of this state lies in the
hande of the citizeng; I they can be brought (o realize the enormous
draln these preventable fires involve upon our state's: wealth, the
many lives that are logt and that carelessness in one form or pnother
s ehiefly responsible, they will check the waste, enconraging Individ-
ual and municipal respongibility for seouring better conditions, The
average man baliéves that the present proportion of flres ls Ineyls.
able, just as our forefathers believed plague and epldemice fnevitable.
The latter were prevented becavse the people Indlvidually and eol-
lectively were finally induesd Lo glve heed to proper sanitary rales,
The epidemic of fires could be reduced as easlly if the people individ-
uzslly and eollectlvely would give heed to the propeér ruleg of con-
Btruction, protection and care of thelr property. This kind of educa-
tion cam only reach the masses through the columns of the newapa-
pers, the magazines and publie echools,

PUBLIC DFFICIALS.

The Sherlff, County Attorneys, Chief of Police, Chlefs of the Fire
Departments and the Mavors of the citisg and towng have rendersd
valuable sarvices In arresting and prosecuting those charged with
violations of the law, sod io the reporting of fire losseg and the causs
of the same. In & few ingtances tha officers hava beon derellot in
their duty as is provided by law, but In most cases, if not all, this can
be attributed to their ignorance of the law and their duties under the
BRma,

FIRE PREVENTION DAY,

Governpr Croce designated December 16, 1511, a3 Fire Prevention
Dy, which was wall obgerved thropghout the stats hy the public
wohools and appropriate programse were prepared and rendered. Chil-
dren were taughi how to prevent fires and what (o do in cage of Tires
and from this work much has been aecomplished to lesgen the fire
wagte during the hollday season when fire loss |5 usunlly the great-
eBt. Much wag done to elesn up the trash and rubbish and dispose of
it in & proper manner, thus removing one of the great cauees of fire
hazards.

INSURANCE COMPANIES AND THEIR GENERAL AGENTS.

The Insarance companies through thelr special ogents and adjost
cra have given this department thelr hearty co-operntlon and have
been ready to furnish any material facts which wounld ald in the
asgigtancs of the prosacution of any person chargad with orime,

THE FIRE ANALYZED.

All fires #re of the same glEe in the start-—only a spark—and
eould have been eagily extinguished ail that time.

Pire has been called the most lmportant element of {he universe,
Without that grest consiant conflggration, the sun, the surface of our
own and other plansta would ehange in form, and 1ife, and as we com-
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prahend i, would cease to be, The {lames of the match properly ap-
plied to fusl, which ia properly eafegpuarded; makss Heght and heat
gnd health snd happiness, and for (ndustry and progress, and all the
material weifars which we enjoy.

The flame of the mateh or any other souree of heat, Improperiy,
carelesaly, thoughtlessly or wantonly applled. results in the destruc-
tion of property and the losa of life

OKLHOMA FIRE DEPARTMENTS.

The Fire Departmente of this state have made 8 marvelous record
In keeplng down the fire losses during the past year, You will see by
the tabulated statement that the countics having the large oities and
organized fire departmentz have o small logs; exxcept in Moskogee
Counnty, where the fire depariment of that city was attending & fire
outgide of the city when fire broke out within the city snd destroyed
property to the value of $150,000.00 before the department could re-
turn and check the flames.

TABULATED STATEMENTS.

By referring to tubles A, B and O, which constitute & part of thi=s
report, you will find the properiy loss by fire (n each county of the
sinte ps are shown by the recorde of this offloe, the number of flres
whick have ocourred In each county and the amount of property de-
girayed by the several causes. Toial valus of proporty and the insur
nitee earried:

The: total value of bholldings reported are . o . - <.... $2.062.281.87
The lotal lnsuratce cArrled on bulldings. . _____ 712.862.00
Totnl value of eontamte . o e LAY, TG
Tota] Insurance on contents _ - .- - - ... ... (0283100
Total ‘velug of bhulldings and eortents ___________ . ____ 2 750,067.88
Total insurance on bofldings and comtents........_.__ - 131669400

Reapectfully aubmitted, =

C. 0 HAMMONDS,
Biate Fire Marshal,
By C. W. MeERBEHN

Couses of Fires, No. of Flires, Value of
Prop. Desiroyed
Mice End matehes .. i 4 1,530.00
B 5T e e e e, F625,010.68
Incendlary or supposed tﬂ o B S | 133.763.62
0il, gas or gazoline explosion eeeeeece———.. &8 36,087.75
Adjoining dulldings - - CSiooiiocas i atis 120 321,686.87
05 a0 T S B, - - — =T ] £3.816.00
CBIE]2ENBEE . —wwr—msevma—rm=samsammemaaee Bl A7.600.68
Burning robbish and thRh . e ) TRO.00
Pefective flues and semoke stacks ... ___.. B 7211150
Ovar-heated: and defectlve BLOVER acce--an-o—= 25 a8 5ET.00
Children and matohen' __ ... == - (Bf T 444,80
e iy e e e - 1D 5.340.00
BORTRE frim enpine = e e, 3 26,010.00
Spontanecus combostion e eee- ... 1D 18,679.00
Heot 'box on Hoe shatt - .- . meer—aaaa- 4 1.276.00
Total Moo fres. e csera=rememme. - TIH DR, $1,422.010000

= o



SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT.

Oklahomp City, Junuary 22, 1518,
Hon. Perty A Ballord, State Insorance CommiBsioner, Stale of Olkla-
hiomnn,
Doy Sir—

In compliance with your supesstlon I ani plesesd to have the
honor to-pubmit (o you a report of the cxpenseg of this department
from June 8, 1911, untll Jansary 1, 1019:

Appropriation for Year Ending July 1, 1911, ... F4, 000, 060
(Known ns Fire Marshol Acconnt Noo 1.)

Expenditures.

Sularies, Fire Marshal and Assistant. . . § 207.28
Hpeoinl offiGe Belp o oo e i 13
Transportation-and holel eXpPeBse ..o o ... 2055
Talephoneg ... _ A el et 1.00
Fostnes, [reight and e:pmss ...... o & itk
Printing and offlcesupplies: . - - o . 15T
Office furniture amd Hxtures - s 460,50
R I TR T o g sk e NS 1480

RO ey s g - -« F1H14.9G

Balonee in Aceomnl ‘x’n ] ___________________ B O

Ei.nﬂo.nn 00000
Appropiation for Year Ending July 1, 1912__ . .. __ £3.000.00
{Known as Flte Marghol Accounlt MNo, 2.}
Expenditures:

Salaries, Tire Mavshal and Aseislanl ... _51,000.04
Specin]l office. and other help -~ - THOGD
Traneportation and hotel ‘expessds .. _____ 40050
Telegraph snd felephone .. .. . 10488
EIH8 B ol e AT S T e s 1,80
(Hiloo: cupplied —cvoee oo T
T L T e o s e vt s o 1 Tl

Tokul expanditores __ .. ... _._. . H 4—4{‘ 41

Balanoe: toeredit of Account No, 2.-.. 4, 54.3 rsl

FEOD000 BEAN0, 00

The shove sietementa contain all of the expenzes of this depart
mant which hove béen erented by it, for the payment of swhich e
ronie bave beon dasued or requisitions honored by the Board of Pub-
lie Affatre, and the alalms aee now oult#tanding, There are two 'of thesoe
puteanding requisitions;, one o the Western NWewspaper Unlon for
R5.00 and bte to the Manley Bupply Co. for #3300, whieh are charged
apainet Pire Marshnl Actount No. 2 on our hooks, and are metnded In
the expendftures ns ghown above,

The spdaryund sxpenzes neurred by the Stata Fire Marghnl 1o the
performace of the dotfes Imposed upon bim under the law, creating the
offiee of State Pire Marshol sholl be defeeyed by the Fire Tnsurance
Componies dolng business (o thia state, and a tax of gne-fourth of one
per centum on the gross premivm receipts of all sweh companies:

Nezpretinlly- subimitted

€0 HAMMONTS,
Siute Fire AMarshal
By LW, MaEEEHN



Total Mo, fires bn each elty. .

Behool HOUBSE: oy wsvrrsamrass
Court House and Jell. ...
EFreen Houfl, i aeisiiniinalia

Bliating Binks. .. .00
Graln Elovators, .. oo oiee s

Theaters anid Shows.
1 RLTVT T ot 1 R

Blackamith Shops AR
RestaurantE. . ..o iaicne '

B e R e LR e
R. B Shops R, Hotwes et .
O TR s i n e i el e waihe

GEERRR: LD 3 e s w wis
e T e R Ty g
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S TLa a1 ol e e

FPhoto and Bhooting Gallery. . .
. £l TR = R

Barnn, Bhods, ote., . 0. 0e..e..
Voennh Bolldinges, oo ooaa
Earber "Bhons . .vouwa i
Btorage kod Worshooios, . ..
TIEO . e wres o

Hotelg wnd Halls,

D ET I N ey pey s tes man e nE S
Offlee Bulldlng=. ., ... - cvpane
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