
Regular Commission Meeting
August 13, 2026    10:00 AM
OK State Capitol, Rm. G-3



Call to Order

 
Open Meeting Act Compliance

Introductions & Announcements



Call to Order

 
Open Meeting Act Compliance

Introductions & Announcements



(4th Congressional District) Mark Melton is an 
attorney and former jurist who serves as Senior 
Attorney at Echols & Associates. Mark focuses his 
practice on civil, criminal, probate, and family law. 
His career is distinguished by a strong 
commitment to public service and the judiciary. In 
July 2026, he was appointed to the Ethics 
Commission by Oklahoma Supreme Court Chief 
Justice Dustin Rowe, which followed his previous 
tenure as the Associate District Judge of Murray 
County, a position he held after being appointed 
by Governor Kevin Stitt.

Mark’s deep roots in the Oklahoma legal community began shortly after his graduation from 
Oklahoma City University School of Law, where he earned his Juris Doctorate. He initially built his 
legal foundation practicing in Oklahoma City before returning to his hometown of Davis, Oklahoma, 
in 2013 to establish the Melton Law Firm.

Outside of the courtroom, Mark is deeply connected to his local community, alongside his wife, 
Jennie. He is the proud father of three adult sons.  His term with the Commission ends July 2031.



Announcements, consideration, 
discussion, and possible action on the 
disqualification or recusal of any 
Commissioner or Commissioners 
pursuant to Ethics Rule 1.6

Consideration, discussion, and possible 
action on minutes for the regular 
meeting and executive session held 
July 9, 2026



Executive Director’s Report



Budget   As of August 4, 2026

- General Appropriations (Fiscal Year 2026)

- General Appropriations

- General Appropriations (Fiscal Year 2027)

- Revolving Fund

- Political Subdivisions

- Revolving Fund – Specifically for IT/Tech Related Expenses 

- Guardian Replacement Fund



Budget   As of August 4, 2026

General Operations



Budget   As of August 4, 2026

IS Services



Compliance Report
THE GUARDIAN SYSTEM REGISTRANTS 

Active Filers as of June 30, 2026



Compliance Report



Compliance Report



Education Report

8/14/2026: Oklahoma State School Board Association 

Conference

8/17/2026: Midwest City Rotary Club

8/25/2026: Oklahoma Arts Council

9/2/2026: OMES Legal Division

9/15-17/2026: Oklahoma Municipal League Conference

9/21/2026: Government & Administrative Law Practice 

Section Continuing Legal Education



Guardian & Political Subdivision Update
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Guardian & Political Subdivision Update
Technology-Assisted Campaign Finance Report 

Review Procedures, including compliance officer 
verification and quality assurance sampling measures

Combine 
deterministic + AI 
analysis for 
consolidated viewing

Generate priority 
scores

Summarize by report, 
schedule, and flags

Highlight high-risk 
transactions

•PDFs are bulk generated and stored locally for analysis
•Analysis progress tracked manually by staff via excel file

Current state: 

•Monthly/Report based bulk analysis cycle
•Solution queries vendor issued data from Guardian instead of generated PDF reports
•Web-hosted analytics and workflow dashboard

Proposed state:



Guardian & Political Subdivision Update
Candor/

Multi-Channel Campaign
built statewide awareness of changes 
in Ethics Commission requirements 
moved audiences to access OEC 
resources and information.

19,697
Paid Media Clicks

8.04m
Paid Media Impressions

40,011
Website Visits

28,970
Unique Visitors



Public Service Announcement Campaign



Public Service Announcement Campaign

June 2026 Summary Report

Current 
Campaigns

# of Spots June 
2026

Value June 
2026

Contract Total 
to Date

Election 
Transparency 3,054 $75,616 $75,616

CITY STATIONS
(TV & Radio)

# of SPOTS
IN JUNE

VALUE
TO DATE

ADA 10 660 $19,429
BARTLESVILLE 1 381 $8,001
HUGO 2 215 $5,269
MCALISTER 1 104 $3,120
OKLAHOMA CITY 22 1,103 $26,870
WOODWARD 2 120 $3,720



Public Service Announcement Campaign

KOCO

KFOR

KTEN



Public Service Announcement Campaign

July 2025 vs. July 2026



Confidentiality Discussion & Update
Commissioners may become aware of information through their service that is not 
yet—and in some circumstances may never become—public. That can include 
information about complaints, investigations, potential violations, legal advice, 
personnel matters, or other matters the Commission is permitted or required to 
consider confidentially.

• Rule 6.9. Confidentiality of Complaint or Investigation. Unless the Commission 
determines that a complaint or a formal investigation should be made public, all 
complaints and formal investigations, including documents and discussions in 
executive session, shall remain confidential and shall not be disclosed by a 
Commissioner, by the Commission or by its employees except to the extent 
necessary to facilitate or conduct a preliminary inquiry or a formal investigation. 
However, the Executive Director may confirm or deny the existence of a complaint 
or formal investigation alleging a violation of these Rules by any individual upon the 
written request of that individual. A settlement agreement executed under these 
Rules shall be public record. The Commission may make a complaint or formal 
investigation and any documents relating thereto public at any time it deems 
release of that information to be in the public interest.



Confidentiality Discussion & Update
Confidentiality serves an important purpose. The existence of an 
allegation does not mean a violation occurred. Protecting information 
while the appropriate process takes place protects the integrity of our 
work, the fairness of the proceeding, and the reputations of everyone 
involved.

A useful rule of thumb is this: if you learned something 
because you are a Commissioner, rather than because it is 
part of the public record, don’t assume it can be shared 
outside the Commission.
This includes informal conversations with friends, colleagues, public officials, members 
of the regulated community, or the media. And if there is ever uncertainty about 
whether something is public, the best course is simply to ask staff before discussing it.

Confidentiality isn’t about secrecy for secrecy’s sake. It is about protecting a fair and 
trustworthy process.



Confidentiality Discussion & Update

CONFIDENTIALITY: PROTECTING THE PROCESS
Before sharing information, ask:

Is this already part of the public record? 
Did I learn this only because I am a Commissioner? 
Could disclosure affect a pending matter or an individual? 
If I’m unsure, have I asked staff? 

*As a Commissioner you may be approached by the media – feel free to forward 
that inquiry to the Executive Director.

When in doubt: Ask before sharing.



Legislative and Advisory Groups

August/September meetings set with Groups

Topics to Discuss
Rule Amendments/Proposals

Strategic Planning (Advisory Group only)

Dark Money

Artificial Intelligence in Campaigns



Distinguishing Authentic Material From 
Fabricated Content

January 2024
6 states had laws addressing the use of AI in campaigns

Summer of 2026
31 States

Most Popular Approach (28 States): Requiring Disclosures 
Who paid for a Political Ad
Stating the Ad contains Artificial/Synthetic Media
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Disclosure Requirements
Most of the recent litigation challenges bans on AI-
generated political speech, not disclosure requirements

Campaign finance law already contains many examples 
of required disclosures requiring an effort to influence a 
voter:

 ("Paid for by..." disclaimers, donor reporting, expenditure reporting)

Courts have often recognized that these requirements 
further the government's interest in informing voters 
without preventing speech (transparency v censorship)



Why are many states choosing Disclosure?

Preserve political speech while increasing 
transparency.

Help voters evaluate campaign communications.

Fit within existing campaign finance and disclaimer 
frameworks.

May present fewer First Amendment concerns than 
outright bans or criminal penalties.
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STATE WHAT MUST BE 
DISCLOSED LIABILITY WHO 

ENFORCES

Washington
A.I.-generated or manipulated 
political ads must include a 
disclosure

Civil Public Disclosure 
Commission

Michigan
Disclosure required for materially 
deceptive A.I. media in campaign 
ads

Civil & 
Criminal

Secretary of 
State/Attorney 

General

Wisconsin Disclosure on materially altered 
political ads Civil State Election 

Authorities

Oregon Disclosure of synthetic media 
used in political communications Civil Secretary of State

Utah Disclosure requirements for A.I.-
generated political ads Civil State Election 

Officials
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Washington Approach
Instead of making AI-generated Political Ads illegal, it creates a 
civil remedy if someone distributes synthetic media without 
the required disclosure. 

If the disclosure is present, that serves as an affirmative 
defense. 
Helps voters evaluate campaign communications

Legal Challenges
Has certainly seen litigation over campaign transparency laws, but those 
cases have generally involved disclosure obligations imposed on 
platforms or advertisers—not constitutional attacks on the synthetic-
media disclosure concept itself.

Washington successfully defended its longstanding political advertising 
transparency requirements against Meta, with the Washington 
Supreme Court upholding enforcement of those disclosure obligations.Em
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Questions to ask:
When should disclosure be required?

Only AI use? Only materially altered content? Only audio/video? 
Include still photographs/mailers? Include text messages?

What should the disclosure say?
This advertisement contains AI-generated content.

  or
This image has been digitally altered using artificial intelligence.

  or
Synthetic media was used in creating portions of this 
communication.

*Note: Colorado & Utah require additional disclosures in the meta data —
descriptive information about a file’s creator, when the file was created & when 
the file was edited.  Some states only require this when within a certain number 
of days prior to an election – like electioneering rules.
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Questions to ask:
Where should the disclosure appear?

On-screen? Spoken aloud? Written disclaimer? Social media 
caption? End of printed mailer/advertisement?

What communications should be covered?
Social media? TV/Radio? Mail? Websites? Text messages?

Should there be exemptions?
Obvious parody or satire? Memes? News reporting? Candidate 
debate clips? Volunteer-created content?
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Next Month:

Constitutional and Implementation Issues 

What legal & practical considerations should the 
Oklahoma Ethics Commission weigh before 
proposing any rule (or legislation)?
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Executive Session

Regular Commission Meeting
August 13, 2026, 10:00 AM
OK State Capitol, Rm. G-3



Returning Soon From 
Executive Session

Regular Commission Meeting
August 13, 2026  10:00 AM
OK State Capitol, Rm. G-3



Regular Commission Meeting
August 13, 2026 10:00 AM
OK State Capitol, Rm. G-3



Possible Action Following 
Executive Session



Case No. 2026-13, 
alleging violations of Campaign 

Finance Rule 2.



Case No. 2026-09, 
alleging violations of Campaign 

Finance Rule 2.



C-26-04 



C-26-15 



C-26-18 



C-26-19 



C-26-20



C-26-21



No Action On: 
    

C-26-18



New Business

 
Adjournment



2026 Regularly scheduled Ethics Commission Meetings
Start Time: 10:00am   Location: Oklahoma State Capitol, Rm. G-3

Thursday, January 15, 2026      
Thursday, February 12, 2026     
Thursday, March 12, 2026     
Thursday, April 9, 2026     
Thursday, May 14, 2026     
Thursday, June 5, 2026 

Thursday, July 9, 2026     
Thursday, August 13, 2026     
Thursday, September 10, 2026     
Thursday, October 8, 2026     
Thursday, November 12, 2026     
Thursday, December 3, 2026 

Next Regularly Scheduled 
Commission Meeting
September 10, 2026 @10:00 a.m.
OK State Capitol, Rm. G-3
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