
Oklahoma Candidate Qualifications 
State Corporation Commissioner 

 
Oklahoma Constitution, Article 9, Section 15:  
 
"A. A Corporation Commission is hereby created, to be composed of three persons, 
who shall be elected by the people at a general election for State officers, and their 
terms of office shall be six (6) years. In case of a vacancy in said office, the Governor of 
the State shall fill such vacancy by appointment until the next general election, 
when a successor shall be elected to fill out any unexpired term. 
  
B. No person shall be eligible to serve as Corporation Commissioner for a period of 
time in excess of twelve (12) years. Such years need not be consecutive. Any years 
served by a person elected or appointed to serve less than a full term to fill a vacancy 
in such office shall not be included in the limitation set forth herein. Any person 
serving in such position at the time of passage of this amendment shall be eligible to 
complete the term for which he or she has been elected and shall be eligible to 
serve an additional twelve (12) years thereafter, notwithstanding the provisions of 
this amendment. The Legislature is hereby authorized to enact laws to implement 
the provisions of this subsection."  
 
Oklahoma Constitution, Article 9, Section 16:  
 
“The qualifications of such commissioners shall be as follows: To be resident citizens 
of this State for over two years next preceding the election, and qualified voters 
under the Constitution and laws, and not less than thirty years of age; nor shall such 
commissioners, or either of them, be, directly or indirectly, interested in any railroad, 
street railway, traction line, canal, steam boat, pipe line, car line, sleeping car line, car 
association, express line, telephone or telegraph line, operated for hire, in this State, 
or out of it, or any stock, bond, mortgage, security, or earnings of any such railroad, 
street railway, traction line, canal, steam boat, pipe line, car line, sleeping car line, car 
association, express line, telephone or telegraph line, compress or elevator 
companies; and if such Commissioner shall voluntarily become so interested, his 
office shall become vacant; and if any Corporation Commissioner shall become so 
interested otherwise than voluntarily, he shall, within a reasonable time, divest 
himself of such interest; and failing to do this, his office shall become vacant. Nor 
shall any such commissioner hold any other office under the government of the 
United States, or of this State, or any other state government, and shall not, while 
such Commissioner, engage in any occupation or business inconsistent with his 
duties as such commissioner.”  
 
Oklahoma Statutes, Title 26, Section 5-105:  

“A. To file as a candidate for nomination by a political party to any state or county 
office, a person must have been a registered voter of that party for the six-month 
period immediately preceding the first day of the filing period prescribed by law and, 
under oath, so state.  Provided, this requirement shall not apply to a candidate for 



the nomination of a political party which attains recognition less than six (6) months 
preceding the first day of the filing period required by law.  However, the candidate 
shall be required to have registered with the newly recognized party within fifteen 
(15) days after such party recognition. 

B. To file as an independent candidate for any state or county office, a person must 
have been registered to vote as an independent for the six-month period 
immediately preceding the first day of the filing period prescribed by law and, under 
oath, so state.” 

 
Oklahoma Statutes, Title 26, Section 5-105a:  
 
“A. A person who has been convicted of a misdemeanor involving embezzlement or 
a felony under the laws of this state or of the United States or who has entered a plea 
of guilty or nolo contendere to such misdemeanor involving embezzlement or felony 
or who has been convicted of a crime in another state which would have been a 
misdemeanor involving embezzlement or a felony under the laws of this state or has 
entered a plea of guilty or nolo contendere to such crime shall not be eligible to be a 
candidate for or to be elected to any state, county, municipal, judicial or school 
office or any other elective office of any political subdivision of this state for a period 
of fifteen (15) years following completion of his sentence or during the pendency of 
an appeal of such conviction or plea. 
  
B. The provisions of this section shall not be construed to preclude a person who has 
received a pardon from being eligible for or from holding public office.”  
 
 
 


