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The Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality 
P.O. Box 1677
707 North Robinson
Oklahoma City, OK 73101-1677
(405) 702-1000
www.deq.state.ok.us

From the West on I-40, take the Walker exit, go North on Walker to 8th 
or 10th Street, turn right, then go East to Robinson, turn right again to go 
South on Robinson to the Northeast corner of 6th and Robinson.  DEQ 
visitor parking entrance is to the left, across the street from the building.

From the East on I-40, take the Northbound I-235 exit, on I-235 take 
Harrison/6th Street exit ramp. Stay in the right lane on the ramp and 
across the bridge. Take the right fork on West end of bridge to access 6th 
Street. Go West three blocks to Robinson, go North on Robinson, DEQ 
is on the left (NW corner of 6th & Robinson), parking is to the right, 
across the street from the building. Entrance to the DEQ visitor parking 
lot is on the East side of Robinson. Entrances to the building are on the 
East side of the building.

From all other directions, go to I-235.
Southbound I-235 take the 6th Street exit ramp. Go West three blocks to 
Robinson, go North on Robinson, DEQ is on the left (NW corner of 6th & 
Robinson), parking is to the right, across the street from the building. 
Entrance to the DEQ visitor parking lot is on the East side of Robinson.

Northbound I-235, take the Harrison/6th Street exit ramp. Stay in the 
right lane on the ramp and across the bridge. Take the right fork on West 
end of bridge to access 6th Street. Go West three blocks to Robinson, go 
North on Robinson, DEQ is on the left (NW corner of 6th & Robinson), 
parking is to the right, across the street from the building. Entrance to the 
DEQ visitor parking lot is on the East side of Robinson.

After your visit to DEQ go South on Robinson then go East on 5th Street to access I-235 Northbound or Southbound to get to either I-40, I-44, or I-35.  
On 5th Street use the right lane to access Southbound I-235 where you can access I-35 or I-40.
On 5th Street use the middle lane until you get East of Broadway, then merge to the left lane (one way Eastbound on 5th at Broadway) to access Northbound I-235 to access I-44.

Directions to 707 North Robinson, Oklahoma City, OK 73102
The DEQ is located between N. Robinson and N. Harvey and 6th and 7th streets in Downtown Oklahoma City.

You are Invited to an

Environmental Quality Board 
Meeting & Public Forum

Wednesday, September 9, 2026 @ 9:30 a.m.

For more information call the Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality at (405) 702-7100.
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P.O. Box 1677
707 North Robinson
Oklahoma City, OK 73101-1677
(405) 702-1000
www.deq.state.ok.us

From the West on I-40, take the Walker exit, go North on Walker to 8th 
or 10th Street, turn right, then go East to Robinson, turn right again to go 
South on Robinson to the Northeast corner of 6th and Robinson.  DEQ 
visitor parking entrance is to the left, across the street from the building.

From the East on I-40, take the Northbound I-235 exit, on I-235 take 
Harrison/6th Street exit ramp. Stay in the right lane on the ramp and 
across the bridge. Take the right fork on West end of bridge to access 6th 
Street. Go West three blocks to Robinson, go North on Robinson, DEQ 
is on the left (NW corner of 6th & Robinson), parking is to the right, 
across the street from the building. Entrance to the DEQ visitor parking 
lot is on the East side of Robinson. Entrances to the building are on the 
East side of the building.

From all other directions, go to I-235.
Southbound I-235 take the 6th Street exit ramp. Go West three blocks to 
Robinson, go North on Robinson, DEQ is on the left (NW corner of 6th & 
Robinson), parking is to the right, across the street from the building. 
Entrance to the DEQ visitor parking lot is on the East side of Robinson.

Northbound I-235, take the Harrison/6th Street exit ramp. Stay in the 
right lane on the ramp and across the bridge. Take the right fork on West 
end of bridge to access 6th Street. Go West three blocks to Robinson, go 
North on Robinson, DEQ is on the left (NW corner of 6th & Robinson), 
parking is to the right, across the street from the building. Entrance to the 
DEQ visitor parking lot is on the East side of Robinson.

After your visit to DEQ go South on Robinson then go East on 5th Street to access I-235 Northbound or Southbound to get to either I-40, I-44, or I-35.  
On 5th Street use the right lane to access Southbound I-235 where you can access I-35 or I-40.
On 5th Street use the middle lane until you get East of Broadway, then merge to the left lane (one way Eastbound on 5th at Broadway) to access Northbound I-235 to access I-44.

Directions to 707 North Robinson, Oklahoma City, OK 73102
The DEQ is located between N. Robinson and N. Harvey and 6th and 7th streets in Downtown Oklahoma City.

You are Invited to an

Environmental Quality Board 
Meeting & Public Forum

Wednesday, September 9, 2026 @ 9:30 a.m.

For more information call the Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality at (405) 702-7100.
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The Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality 
P.O. Box 1677
707 North Robinson
Oklahoma City, OK 73101-1677
(405) 702-1000
www.deq.state.ok.us

From the West on I-40, take the Walker exit, go North on Walker to 8th 
or 10th Street, turn right, then go East to Robinson, turn right again to go 
South on Robinson to the Northeast corner of 6th and Robinson.  DEQ 
visitor parking entrance is to the left, across the street from the building.

From the East on I-40, take the Northbound I-235 exit, on I-235 take 
Harrison/6th Street exit ramp. Stay in the right lane on the ramp and 
across the bridge. Take the right fork on West end of bridge to access 6th 
Street. Go West three blocks to Robinson, go North on Robinson, DEQ 
is on the left (NW corner of 6th & Robinson), parking is to the right, 
across the street from the building. Entrance to the DEQ visitor parking 
lot is on the East side of Robinson. Entrances to the building are on the 
East side of the building.

From all other directions, go to I-235.
Southbound I-235 take the 6th Street exit ramp. Go West three blocks to 
Robinson, go North on Robinson, DEQ is on the left (NW corner of 6th & 
Robinson), parking is to the right, across the street from the building. 
Entrance to the DEQ visitor parking lot is on the East side of Robinson.

Northbound I-235, take the Harrison/6th Street exit ramp. Stay in the 
right lane on the ramp and across the bridge. Take the right fork on West 
end of bridge to access 6th Street. Go West three blocks to Robinson, go 
North on Robinson, DEQ is on the left (NW corner of 6th & Robinson), 
parking is to the right, across the street from the building. Entrance to the 
DEQ visitor parking lot is on the East side of Robinson.

After your visit to DEQ go South on Robinson then go East on 5th Street to access I-235 Northbound or Southbound to get to either I-40, I-44, or I-35.  
On 5th Street use the right lane to access Southbound I-235 where you can access I-35 or I-40.
On 5th Street use the middle lane until you get East of Broadway, then merge to the left lane (one way Eastbound on 5th at Broadway) to access Northbound I-235 to access I-44.

Directions to 707 North Robinson, Oklahoma City, OK 73102
The DEQ is located between N. Robinson and N. Harvey and 6th and 7th streets in Downtown Oklahoma City.

You are Invited to an

Environmental Quality Board 
Meeting & Public Forum

Wednesday, September 9, 2026 @ 9:30 a.m.

For more information call the Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality at (405) 702-7100.

Guymon City Hall 
424 N. Main Street

Guymon, Oklahoma 73942

The Board cannot act or comment on individual proceedings such as an enforcement action or a pending permit.
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The Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality 
P.O. Box 1677
707 North Robinson
Oklahoma City, OK 73101-1677
(405) 702-1000
www.deq.state.ok.us

From the West on I-40, take the Walker exit, go North on Walker to 8th 
or 10th Street, turn right, then go East to Robinson, turn right again to go 
South on Robinson to the Northeast corner of 6th and Robinson.  DEQ 
visitor parking entrance is to the left, across the street from the building.

From the East on I-40, take the Northbound I-235 exit, on I-235 take 
Harrison/6th Street exit ramp. Stay in the right lane on the ramp and 
across the bridge. Take the right fork on West end of bridge to access 6th 
Street. Go West three blocks to Robinson, go North on Robinson, DEQ 
is on the left (NW corner of 6th & Robinson), parking is to the right, 
across the street from the building. Entrance to the DEQ visitor parking 
lot is on the East side of Robinson. Entrances to the building are on the 
East side of the building.

From all other directions, go to I-235.
Southbound I-235 take the 6th Street exit ramp. Go West three blocks to 
Robinson, go North on Robinson, DEQ is on the left (NW corner of 6th & 
Robinson), parking is to the right, across the street from the building. 
Entrance to the DEQ visitor parking lot is on the East side of Robinson.

Northbound I-235, take the Harrison/6th Street exit ramp. Stay in the 
right lane on the ramp and across the bridge. Take the right fork on West 
end of bridge to access 6th Street. Go West three blocks to Robinson, go 
North on Robinson, DEQ is on the left (NW corner of 6th & Robinson), 
parking is to the right, across the street from the building. Entrance to the 
DEQ visitor parking lot is on the East side of Robinson.

After your visit to DEQ go South on Robinson then go East on 5th Street to access I-235 Northbound or Southbound to get to either I-40, I-44, or I-35.  
On 5th Street use the right lane to access Southbound I-235 where you can access I-35 or I-40.
On 5th Street use the middle lane until you get East of Broadway, then merge to the left lane (one way Eastbound on 5th at Broadway) to access Northbound I-235 to access I-44.

Directions to 707 North Robinson, Oklahoma City, OK 73102
The DEQ is located between N. Robinson and N. Harvey and 6th and 7th streets in Downtown Oklahoma City.

You are Invited to an

Environmental Quality Board 
Meeting & Public Forum

Wednesday, September 9, 2026 @ 9:30 a.m.

For more information call the Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality at (405) 702-7100.



Bring your comments to
Environmental Quality Board Members on 
Friday, February 17, 2023 @ 9:30 a.m. at  

Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality 
Multipurpose Room 707 N. Robinson

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma  73102

The public forum is your opportunity to comment and 
let us know if we are meeting your needs and providing 

timely responses to environmental issues.  Sign-up 
on the forum register when you come to the Board 

meeting.  You will be allocated time to speak to the Board 
about air quality, water quality, land protection, general 
environmental issues and other activities of the DEQ.

Public Forum

The Board cannot act or comment on individual proceedings such as an enforcement action or a pending permit.

If you are unable to attend, but would like to submit comments 
about environmental issues, please contact Quiana Fields at the  

Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality, P.O. Box 1677,
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73101-1677.

Fax: 405/702-7101
Phone: 405/702-7152
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The Board cannot act or comment on individual proceedings such as an enforcement action or a pending permit.
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Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality, P.O. Box 1677,
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73101-1677.

Fax: 405/702-7101
Phone: 405/702-7152

Please subscribe to https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/OKDEQ/subscriber/new
to continue to get these notifications for future Board meetings.
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Bring your comments to
Environmental Quality Board Members
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REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

DEPARMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

OKLAHOMA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY BOARD 

 

A Public Meeting:  9:30 a.m., Wednesday, September 9, 2026 

Guymon City Hall 

424 N. Main Street 

Guymon, OK 73942 
 

A copy of this notice and agenda has been posted in a prominent location at the offices of the 

Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), 707 N. Robinson, Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma, on September 4, 2026, at 4:30 p.m.  A copy of this agenda is also available on DEQ's 

website at www.deq.ok.gov. 

  

Please turn off cell phones 

 

1. Call to Order – Shannon Ferrell, Chair 

 

2. Announcements – Shannon Ferrell, Chair 

 

Announcements will include the introduction of any new Board members or special 

meeting guests, as well as safety information for the current meeting venue and any other 

general housekeeping matters of interest to the Board. These announcements are for 

informational purposes only, and no action by the Board is required.  
 

3. Roll Call – Quiana Fields, Secretary, Board & Councils 

 

4. Approval of Minutes of the June 9, 2026, Regular Meeting 

 

5. Executive Director’s Report – Robert Singletary, Executive Director, DEQ 

 

Mr. Singletary’s report may include significant agency accomplishments and activities 

since the last Board meeting, as well as information pertaining to budgetary and/or 

legislative matters. This report is for informational purposes only, and no action by the 

Board is required.  
 

6. Land Protection Division Update and Proposed Resolution – Kelly Dixon, Division 

Director, Land Protection Division, DEQ 

Presentations will be made on behalf of the Brownfields and SCAP program groups, 

followed by a presentation on grants, a presentation on the results of a five (5) year review 
of solid waste closure and post-closure costs, and a presentation of the annual solid waste 

fees report prepared pursuant to 27A O.S. § 2-10-802(E).  A resolution has been proposed 

for the Board’s consideration and action on annual solid waste fees report. 

http://www.deq.ok.gov/
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• Presentations by Aron Samwel, DEQ Brownfields program, and Kelly Dixon, Division 

Director, LPD. 

• Questions, comments and discussion by the Board 

• Discussion and possible action by the Board, which may include a roll call vote(s) on 

approval of the proposed resolution. 

 

7. Petition to Initiate Rulemaking: Used Tires Recycling Compensation – Andy Skeith 

A Petition to Initiate Rulemaking has been filed by RTR Environmental requesting that 

the EQB modify OAC 252:515-21-73 to allow multiple used tire facilities under common 

ownership and control to combine reporting into a single report, and also to submit a 

combined request for compensation under the capital reimbursement tier (27A O.S. § 2-

11-401.4(E)).   

• Presentation – Andy Skeith, RTR Environmental. 

• Questions and discussion by the Board 

• Discussion and possible action by the Board, which may include a vote to approve or 

deny the petition. 

 

8. DEQ Operational Budget Request (FY 2028) 

DEQ budget requests to the Governor through the Office of Management and Enterprise 

Services (OMES) require approval of the Board. The operational budget request for State 

Fiscal Year (SFY) 2028 (beginning July 1, 2027) must be submitted to OMES by October 

1st of this year.  

• Presentation - Kathy Aebischer, DEQ Director of Administrative Services 

• Questions and discussion by the Board 

• Questions, comments and discussion by the public 

• Discussion and possible action by the Board, which may include a roll call vote(s) on 

approval of the request 

 
9. Budget Update and Financial Overview (FY 2027) – Kathy Aebischer, DEQ Chief 

Financial Officer and Director of Administrative Services 

 

Ms. Aebischer’ s report will include an update and overview of DEQ’s current budget for 

Fiscal Year 2027. This report is for informational purposes only.  Although discussion may 

occur, no action by the Board is required. 

 

10. Rulemaking - OAC 252:606 Oklahoma Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 

Subchapter 1 – Introduction [AMENDED] 

Subchapter 6 – Point Source Discharges [AMENDED] 
Appendix L – Equations for Implementation of Numerical Criteria for Toxic 

Substances to Protect the Fish and Wildlife Propagation Beneficial Use 

[AMENDED] 
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DEQ is proposing to add and modify definitions to Subchapter 1, as well as adding 

language to SUBCHAPTER 6 for determination of reasonable potential for selenium and 

changing language to disallow monitoring frequency reductions for a parameter when the 

receiving water is impaired for that parameter. New equations are proposed to be added to 

Appendix L consistent with the proposed changes to sections in Subchapters 1 and 6.  
 

• Presentation – George Russell, IV, DEQ Water Quality Director 

• Questions and discussion by the Board 

 

This presentation is for informational purposes only, and no action by the Board is required. 

 

11. Rulemaking - OAC 252:730 Oklahoma’s Water Quality Standards 

Subchapter 1 – General Provisions [AMENDED] 

Subchapter 3 – Antidegradation Requirements [AMENDED] 
Subchapter 5 – Surface Water Quality Standards [AMENDED] 

Subchapter 7 – Groundwater Quality Standards [AMENDED] 

Appendix A – Designated Beneficial Uses of Surface Waters [AMENDED] 

Appendix E – Requirements for Development of Site Specific Criteria for Certain 

Parameters [AMENDED] 

Appendix F – Statistical Values of the Historical Data for Mineral Constituents of 

Water Quality (Beginning October 1976 Ending September 1983, Except as 

Indicated) [AMENDED] 

Appendix G – Numerical Criteria to Protect Beneficial Uses [AMENDED] 

Appendix H – Beneficial Use Designations for Certain Limited Areas of 

Groundwater [AMENDED] 
 

DEQ is proposing to comply with the Water Quality Standards Triennial Review and 

includes the following updates: add, remove and/or modify certain definitions; update 

Primary Body Contact Recreation by replacing confidence intervals with geometric mean 

and statistical threshold values, applicable to both E. coli and Enterococci; updating 

Secondary Body Contact Recreation to add numeric criteria for E. coli and enterococci 

based on EPA’s water ingestion formula; adding language allowing the use of the copper 

biotic ligand model for development of copper site-specific criteria; adding language 

allowing for the potential use of multiple regression model for the creation of copper site-

specific criteria; requiring the use of a fish tissue study for selenium site-specific criteria; 
removal of site-specific metals criteria that were not approved by EPA; removal of segment 

averages that were not approved by EPA; recalculation of certain criteria and the addition 

of Aquatic Life and Human Health criteria values based on EPA’s recommended values; 

and, including an updated version of Appendix H that was missing in the most recent 

version of Chapter 730. 

 

• Presentation – George Russell, IV, DEQ Water Quality Director 

• Questions and discussion by the Board 

 
This presentation is for informational purposes only, and no action by the Board is required. 
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12. Rulemaking - OAC 252:740 Implementation of Oklahoma’s Water Quality 

Standards 

Subchapter 1 – General Provisions [AMENDED] 

Subchapter 3 – Implementation of Narrative Toxics Criteria to Protect Aquatic Life 
Using Whole Effluent Toxicity (WET) Testing [AMENDED] 

Subchapter 5 – Implementation of Numerical Criteria to Protect Fish and Wildlife 

From Toxicity Due to Conservative Substances [AMENDED] 

Subchapter 9 – Implementation of Criteria to Protect the Agriculture Beneficial Use 

[AMENDED] 

Subchapter 11 – Implementation of Temperature Criteria to Protect Fish and Wildlife 

Propagation Beneficial Use [AMENDED] 

Subchapter 13 – Implementation of Antidegradation Policy [AMENDED] 

Subchapter 15 – Use Support Assessment Protocols [AMENDED] 

Subchapter 17 – Implementation of Dissolved Oxygen Criteria to Protect Fish and 
Wildlife Propagation [AMENDED] 

 

DEQ is proposing to comply with the Water Quality Standards Triennial Review and 

includes the following updates: add, remove and/or modify certain definitions; update 

reasonable potential to allow the use of a fish tissues study to confirm the need for a water 

quality-based effluent limit; update Assessment of Fish and Wildlife Propagation support 

to add fish tissue criteria as the preferred method for assessing waterbodies for selenium, 

with water column criteria being used if fish tissue is unavailable; and, adding Assessment 

of Secondary Body Contact Recreation support to add criteria values for assessment. 

 

• Presentation – George Russell, IV, DEQ Water Quality Director 

• Questions and discussion by the Board 

 

This presentation is for informational purposes only, and no action by the Board is required. 

 

13. Federal Updates – Madison Miller, Deputy Executive Director, DEQ 

 

Mrs. Miller’s report may include information pertaining to federal administrative, policy, 

and litigation developments that may affect the Board or the Department.  This report is 

for informational purposes only, and no action by the Board is required. 

14. Employee Disclosures – Jonathan Allen, DEQ General Counsel 

 

The Environmental Quality Code requires DEQ employees involved in reviewing, issuing 

or enforcing permits to disclose financial interests they hold in entities regulated by the 

DEQ. The DEQ is required to submit these disclosures to the Board and make them part of 

the minutes. This is for informational purposes only, and no action by the Board is required.  

15. Calendar Year 2027 Board Meeting Dates and Locations - Discussion and vote by the 

Board. 
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16. Executive Session 

The Open Meetings Act, in Section 307 of Title 25 of the Oklahoma Statutes, authorizes 

the Board to enter into an executive session to discuss a pending investigation, claim, or 

action if it determines, with the advice of its attorney, that disclosure will seriously impair 

the ability of the Board to conduct the investigation, evaluate the claim, or prosecute the 

action.     

• In open session, discussion by the Board. 

• In open session, consideration of possible executive session to discuss pending and 

anticipated litigation, including pending cases CSD-2026-3237 and CSD-2026-3242, 

pursuant to Title 25 Oklahoma Statutes Section 307(B)(4) (discussion of pending 

investigation, claim, or action), if authorized by recorded majority vote of a quorum of 

the Board members present. 

• In open session, if executive session approved, designation of a person to keep minutes 

in executive session. 

 

17. Reconvene into open session 

 

• In open session, roll call vote to reconvene regular Board meeting. 

 

18. New Business (Any matter not known about and which could not have been reasonably 

foreseen prior to the posting of agenda) 
 

19. Next Meeting  

 

The next regular meeting of the Environmental Quality Board is scheduled to be held on 

November 10, 2026, at 9:30 a.m., in Ada, Oklahoma.  The meeting will be held at the 

Robert S. Kerr Environmental Research Center, 919 Kerr Research Dr, Ada, OK 74820.   

 

20. Adjournment 

Public Forum – Following Adjournment – The Board meets several times a year at different 

locations across the State to hear the views and concerns of all Oklahomans about 

environmental issues. This opportunity is informal, and we invite you to follow the instructions 

provided during and at the conclusion of the Board meeting if you would like to speak during 

the forum. If necessary to accommodate the public, the Board Chair may decide to conduct the 

Forum prior to the Call to Order.  

Should you desire to attend but have a disability and need an accommodation, please 

notify the DEQ three days in advance at 405-702-7100. For hearing impaired, the TDD 

Relay Number is 1-800-722-0353 for TDD machine use only. 

 





















































































Resolution of the Environmental Quality Board on Solid Waste Fees 

 

Whereas, the Oklahoma Solid Waste Management Act (27A O.S. §2-10-802(E) requires the DEQ 

to annually report to the Solid Waste Management Advisory Council (Council) its income from 

solid waste fees and its expenditures of those monies during the previous fiscal year.  

Whereas, the Council is also required to develop comments comparing income with program 

expenditures. 

Whereas, the Council was terminated on July 1, 2026, according to the provisions of 27A O.S. § 

2-2-201, and the Environmental Quality Board has assumed the duties of the Council;  

Therefore, the Environmental Quality Board hereby resolves as follows: 

1) The solid waste fee income is adequate to support the solid waste management programs 

for which it was originally intended; and  

2) Approves the report of the income and expenditures for fiscal year 2026. 

Adopted by majority vote in open meeting this 9th day of September 2026. 

 

       ATTEST: 

 

 

____________________________________ ____________________________________ 

Shannon Ferrell, Chair    Quiana Fields, Secretary 

Environmental Quality Board 







CHAPTER 515. MANAGEMENT OF SOLID WASTE

SUBCHAPTER 21. USED TIRE PROCESSING, CERTIFICATION, PERMITS AND
COMPENSATION

PART 7. COMPENSATION FROM THE USED TIRE INDEMNITY FUND

252:515-21-73. Certification for compensation
(a) Compliance. An applicant requesting certification for compensation from the fund must be in substantial compliance with:

(1) the Act;
(2) the requirements of this Chapter;
(3) any permits issued by the DEQ, if applicable; and
(4) other applicable authorizations issued by the United States Army Corps of Engineers or local Conservation District.

(b) Affiliated facilities. An applicant may submit a combined request for certification for compensation for two or more facilities if
the facilities are owned or operated by the same legal entity or by entities under common ownership or control. A request for
certification under this subsection must specify the the compensation sought for each facility separately for compensation authorized
under 27A O.S. § 401.4(C) and (D), but may aggregate a request for certification for compensation authorized by 27A O.S. §
401.4(E) for all affiliated facilities covered by the combined request.
(c) Required forms. Applicants eligible for compensation from the fund shall complete the required forms provided by the DEQ
and submit them to DEQ.
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DEQ State Appropriations
Fiscal Year 2028 Budget Request
(JULY 1, 2027 – JUNE 30, 2028)

2

DEQ recommends approval for the agency to submit a budget request seeking up to 
$1,439,954 with recognition that the final request may be amended downward to remain 
consistent with any directions provided by the Governor’s office after Board consideration 
but before the budget request submission deadline.



3

OPERS Contribution Reform in the amount of $1,344,309.

Reinstate the portion of funds reduced in the FY27 appropriation as a result of the OPERS Contribution 
Reform. The FY27 reduction represented savings attributable to non-appropriated divisions and/or other 
agency funding sources rather than a reduction in the agency’s underlying operational needs. These savings 
were reflected as a reduction to the agency’s appropriated funding; however, the associated costs and 
responsibilities remain necessary to maintain agency operations and fulfill statutory obligations.  Reinstating 
the amount reduced  would restore funding to the level necessary to support the agency’s ongoing personnel 
and operational requirements. The requested restoration is not intended to provide additional program 
funding, but rather to reverse a reduction that was based on savings realized from non-appropriated funding 
sources.

FY28 Budget Request On-Going Requests



4

Water Quality Division (WQD) requests one (1) full-time employee (FTE) in the amount of $95,645.

Funding is requested for a dedicated Biosolids Coordinator to implement Oklahoma's biosolids 
program. Currently, biosolids responsibilities are distributed among staff with existing full-time 
program duties, limiting the State's ability to adequately address increasing regulatory demands and 
growing public and legislative interest in biosolids management. Establishing this position will 
strengthen program implementation, improve regulatory consistency, and allow the program to 
proactively address an increasingly visible environmental issue.  Additionally, this position will provide 
support and backup to the MS4 Coordinator. As additional municipalities become subject to MS4 
permitting requirements due to population growth, the existing staffing level is no longer sufficient to 
provide timely permitting, compliance assistance, and program implementation. Adding this position 
will improve program performance, enhance service to regulated communities, and position the State 
to effectively manage continued program expansion.

FY28 Budget Request On-Going Requests



5

Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality

Operations Funding Changes

For the Fiscal Year 2028

On-Going Requests
FY27

Appropriation

FY28
Requested

Increase

FY28
Total

Appropriation
Request

State Environmental Laboratory Services Division $ 2,857,786 $               397,244 $ 3,255,030 

Environmental Complaints & Local Services 2,769,177 384,927 3,154,104 

Water Quality Division 14,044,047 657,783 14,701,830 

Subtotal On-Going Requests $19,671,000 $    1,439,954 $ 21,110,954 

One-Time Requests

0

Total Requests $19,671,000 $1,439,954 $21,110,954 

DEQ recommends approval for the agency to submit a budget request seeking up to $1,439,954 with recognition 
that the final request may be amended downward to remain consistent with any directions provided by the 
Governor’s office after Board consideration but before the budget request submission deadline.





DEQ
Fiscal Year 
2027
Budget
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY BOARD MEETING

SEPTEMBER 9, 2026

Agenda Item 9



Summary of DEQ’s FY27 
Appropriations
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General 
Appropriations

FY26 
Appropriation

GR
Decreases

%
Decreased

FY27 
Appropriation

Base $21,447,676 $(1,766,666) -8.3% $19,671,010

Description
FTEs 

Requested
Funds 

Requested
FTEs 

Approved
Funds 

Approved
Requested a Flat Budget $0 
Reduction due to OPERS Contribution Reform1 $(2,089,690)

Longevity Pay Increase2 313,024

Total $0 3 $(1,766,666) 

FY 2027 Budget Request vs Approved

FY 2026 and FY 2027 General Appropriations Comparison

1.  OPERS Contribution went from 16.5% to 9.5%
2.  Longevity Pay increased annual payments 50%



FY 2026 and FY 2027
 Total Budget Comparison

9

1. Fund 19312 reduction due to parking garage one-time funding.  Will carryover remaining balance.  Estimated completion date January 2027.
2. Fund 19421 Carried over unspent Rural Infrastructure Grant (RIG) funds from FY2025 to FY2026.  This balance has been expended.
3. Fund 19511 Carried over unspent Rural Infrastructure Grant (RIG) funds from FY2025 to FY2026.  This balance has been expended.
4. Fund 57601 FY 2026 Appropriations for DEQ Operations.  Agency base appropriations have been expended remaining unspent Rural Infrastructure Grant (RIG) funds will be carried over FY2027. 

(estimated to be $9.8 million)
5. Fund 20000 decrease due to reduction in building elevator replacement and Salesforce Projects.
6. Fund 22500 decreased due to one-time IT project in FY2026.
7. Fund 23500 Blue River Study in the amount of $1 million funded in FY25. Balance of unspent funds transferred to FY27 ($906,267).
8. Fund 38600 FY 2025 pass-thru funds for Guymon Mesa Water Project ($20M) and Tulsa Levee Project ($50M) funded with Progressing Rural Economic Prosperity (PREP) funds. Balance of unspent funds 

will be transferred to FY27. ($68M)
9. Fund 40500 Volkswagen Settlement Grant Program FY2027 based on current awards.  Program to expire in December 2028.

FUNDING SOURCES
FY2026
 Budget 

FY2027
 Budget Variance 

19312 General Appropriations1 13,627,411 (13,627,411)
19421 General Appropriations2 426,216 (426,216)
19511 General Appropriations3 9,851,694 (9,851,694)
19701 General Appropriations 19,671,010 19,671,010
57601 General Appropriations4 21,447,676 (21,447,676) 
20000 Revolving Fund5 68,919,126 64,171,653 (4,747,473)
21000 Environmental Education Fund 34,260 17,000 (17,260)
22500 Operator Certificate Fund6 1,181,364 572,235 (609,129)
23500 Blue River Study7 997,521 906,267 (91,154)
38600 PREP Funds8 69,472,273 (69,472,273)
40000 Federal Funds 35,361,147 38,544,453 3,183,306 
40300 Brownfields Revolving Loan Fund 175,000 (175,000)
40500 Environmental Settlement Fund (Federal)9 10,292,084 5,786,736 (4,505,348) 
41000 Water Management Federal Fund 9,735,397 7,503,290 (2,232,107)

TOTAL FUNDING SOURCES 241,521,169 137,172,744 ($104,348,425)



FY27 BUDGET 
STATUS

BY DIVISION
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AIR
QUALITY 
DIVISION

 REVENUE 
PROJECTIONS 

(FY26 AND FY27)

11

Fee
FY26 

Projections 
FY27 

Projections Variance

Nontitle V Operating Fees $5,035,915 $5,446,498 $410,583 
Title V Operating Fees 4,722,907 4,828,202 105,295

Nontitle V Application Fees 500,000 600,000 100,000

Title V Application Fees 700,000 700,000 0 

Tire Fees1 3,000,000 1,000,000 (2,000,000) 

Lead Abatement Certification Fees 35,000 35,000 0 
Total Projections $13,993,822 $12,609,700 ($1,384,122)

Total AQD FY2025 collections were $13,974,632 (99.1%) of projections.

1. Reduced Tire Fee revenues allocated to AQD by $2 million to offset the FY27 State Appropriations  
shortfall resulting from the OPERS Contribution Reform reduction affecting ECLS, SELS and WQD.



Air Quality Division Budget
All Funding Sources

12

Revolving funds if 100% projected received for FY27 $12,609,700

Carryover from FY2026 2,138,813

Federal Grants (Could change during FY) 5,908,999

VW Settlement Funds 5,786,736

Total Funds $26,444,248

AQD Distribution of Funds:

FY27 AQD Proposed Budget ($22,172,829)

FY27 ECLS AQD Projects (431,465)

FY27 SELS AQD Projects (188,157)

FY27 Indirect Costs (applied to AQD FTEs @ 29.25%) (3,651,797)

Difference $0



Air Quality Division
FY26 and FY27 Budget Comparison

13

FY26 FY27 Variance

Salaries and other Compensation Expenses 1 $12,710,955 $12,484,777 $(226,178)

Professional Services 2 1,521,398 1,065,198 (456,200) 

Travel Expenses 52,950 59,825 6,875

Administrative Expenses 682,686 1,052,219 369,533

Lab Equipment, Furniture, Building Construction, and Air Monitoring Sites 1,323,950 1,199,016 (124,934)

Local Governments & Non-Profit Projects and Programs 3 11,624,508 6,311,794 (5,312,714)

$27,916,447 $22,172,829 $(5,743,618)

1. Decreased due to reduction in OPERS contribution reform. (16.5% to 9.5%) 
2. Decrease due to one-time project in FY 2026. 
3. Decrease in DERA and Volkswagen Settlement fund projects expected. 



LAND 
PROTECTION 

DIVISION

 REVENUE 
PROJECTIONS 

(FY26 AND FY27)

14

Fee
FY26 

Projections 
FY27 

Projections Variance
Hazardous Waste $1,500,000 $1,700,000 $200,000
Industrial X-Ray 235,000 235,000 0 
Sara Title III 350,000 350,000 0 
Solid Waste 6,200,000 6,200,000 0 

LPD Tire Recycling 600,000 600,000 0 
State Agreement Fees/ GLDs 1,180,000 1,180,000 0 
All VCPs/ CAFO and MACO Programs 420,000 420,000 0 
Fuel Allocation U.S.T. Fund 2,450,000 2,450,000 0 
Electronic Waste 150,000 150,000 0 
UIC Permits 50,000 50,000 0 
Brownfields Revolving Loan Fund 50,000 50,000 0

Total Projections $13,185,000 $13,385,000 $200,000

Total LPD FY26 collections were $15,606,008 (118.4%) of projections.



Land Protection Division
All Funding Sources
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Revolving if 100% projected received for FY27 $13,385,000

Carryover from FY26 3,772,477

Federal Funds (Grants could change during FY) 19,187,398

Total Funds $36,344,875

LPD Distribution of Funds:

FY27 LPD Proposed Budget ($32,241,323)

FY27 ECLS LPD Projects (898,225)

FY27 SELS LPD Projects (570,187)

FY27 Indirect Costs (applied to LPD FTEs @ 29.25%) (2,635,140)

Difference 0



Land Protection Division
FY26 and FY27 Budget Comparison
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FY26 FY27 Variance

Salaries and other Compensation Expenses1 $9,581,355 $9,009,027 $(572,328) 

Professional Services2 1,989,556 7,540,810 5,551,254 

Travel Expenses 147,000 246,000 99,000

Administrative Expenses 442,921 346,133 (96,788) 

Lab Equipment, Furniture, Building Construction, and Air Monitoring Sites 88,110 127,353 39,243

Local Governments & Non-Profit Projects and Programs 17,638,732 14,972,000 (2,666,732)

$29,887,674 $32,241,323 $2,353,649

1. Decreased due to reduction in OPERS contribution reform. (16.5% to 9.5%) 
2. Increase federal grant funded projects planned for FY27.



WATER 
QUALITY 
DIVISION

 REVENUE 
PROJECTIONS 

(FY26 AND FY27)
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Fee
FY26 

Projections 
FY27 

Projections Variance

Plan Review $550,000 $625,000 $75,000

Public Water Supply Annual 2,440,000 2,750,000 310,000

Wastewater Plan Review 300,000 250,000 (50,000) 

Industrial/ Municipal PDES 3,110,000 3,250,000 140,000 

Non-discharging 380,000 450,000 70,000 

Stormwater 1,400,000 1,200,000 (200,000)
Clean Water Act 1,000 1,000 0
Operator Certifications 750,000 750,000 0 

Total Projections $8,931,000 $9,276,000 $345,000

Total WQD FY26 collections were $10,669,153 (120%) of projections.



Water Quality Division Budget
All Funding Sources
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Revolving Funds projected for FY27 $9,276,000

Carryover from FY26 6,963,183

Federal Funds (Grants could change during FY) 13,378,362

State Appropriations/ General Revenue 14,044,047

Total Funds $43,044,047

WQD Distribution of Funds:

FY27 WQD Proposed Budget (38,001,709)

FY27 ECLS WQD Projects (1,284,154)

FY27 SELS WQD Projects (504,318)

FY27 Indirect Costs (applied to WQD FTEs @ 29.25%) (3,871,411)

Difference 0



Water Quality Division
FY26 and FY27 Budget Comparison
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FY26 FY27 Variance

Salaries and other Compensation Expenses 1 $13,651,658 $13,235,592 $(416,066)

Professional Services 2 25,961,667 22,874,252 (3,087,415) 

Travel Expenses 241,305 241,305 9,127 

Administrative Expenses 654,396 499,390 (22,085) 

Lab Equipment, Furniture, Building Construction, and Air Monitoring Sites 89,135 89,135 (89,135) 

Local Governments & Non-Profit Projects and Programs 2,984,521 1,009,122 (1,975,399)

$43,582,682 $38,001,709 ($5,580,973) 

1. Decreased due to reduction in OPERS contribution reform. (16.5% to 9.5%) 
2. Decrease in Rural Water projects due to less carryover funds.



ENVIRONMENTAL 
COMPLAINTS
AND LOCAL 

SERVICES DIVISION

 REVENUE 
PROJECTIONS 

(FY26 AND FY27)

20

Fee
FY26 

Projections 
FY27

 Projections Variance

Private Sewage $2,466,129 $2,540,122 $73,993 

Private Water 1,072 1,104 32 

Septic Tank Installer Certification 80,417 82,829 2,412 

Total Retention Lagoons PDES 249,840 249,840 0

Highway Remediation Licensing 35,000 35,000 0 

Soil Profiler's License 7,505 7,730 225

Septage Pumpers and Transporters 103,000 106,090 3,090
Minor Public Water Supply Systems 85,000 87,500 2,500

Total Projections $3,027,963 $3,110,215 $82,252

Total ECLS FY25 collections were $3,027,963 (140%) of projections.



Environmental Complaints and Local Services Division Budget
All Funding Sources
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Revolving if 100% projected received for FY27 $3,110,215

Carryover from FY26 2,050,669

Federal Funds (Grants could change during FY) 2,267,608

State Appropriations/ General Revenue 2,769,177

LPD (work contributed to solid & hazardous waste) 898,225

AQD (work contributed to AQD) 431,465

WQD (work contributed to WQD) 1,284,154

Total Funds $12,811,513

ECLS Distribution of Funds:

FY27 ECLS Proposed Budget ($10,237,991)

FY27 Indirect Costs (applied to ECLS FTEs @ 29.25%) (2,573,522)

Difference $0



Environmental Complaints and Local Services Division
FY26 and FY27 Budget Comparison

22

1. Decreased due to reduction in OPERS contribution reform. (16.5% to 9.5%) 
2. Decreased due to one-time IT project in FY2026.

FY26 FY27 Variance

Salaries and other Compensation Expenses 1 $9,275,085 $8,998,367 $(476,718) 

Professional Services 2 2,034,750 161,801 (1,872,949) 

Travel Expenses 104,739 160,000 55,261

Administrative Expenses 902,956 1,100,130 197,174

Lab Equipment, Furniture, Building Construction, and Air Monitoring Sites 56,378 17,693 (38,685)

Local Governments & Non-Profit Projects and Programs 861,992 (861,992)

$13,235,900 $10,237,991 $(2,997,909) 



STATE 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

LABORATORY 
SERVICES DIVISION

 REVENUE 
PROJECTIONS 

(FY26 AND FY27)

23

Fee
FY26 

Projections 
FY27 

Projections Variance

Contractual $190,000 $200,000 $10,000

Lab Certification 205,000 265,000 60,000

Private Water Analysis 225,000 225,000 0 

Public Water Supply Analysis 750,000 775,000 25,000

Grant Reimbursement - Lab Analysis 100,000 150,000 50,000

Field Lab Accreditation 50,000 50,000 0

SELS Water Pollution 15,000 10,000 (5,000)
LPD Services and Support 600,000 300,000 (300,000)

Total Projections $2,135,000 $1,975,000 $(160,000)

Total FY26 SELS collections were $2,868,571  (134%) of projections.



State Environmental Lab Services Budget
All Funding Sources
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Revolving if 100% projected received for FY27 $1,975,000

Carryover from FY2026 1,934,505

Federal Funds (Grants could change during FY) 1,859,312

State Appropriations/ General Revenue 3,082,438

LPD (work contributed to solid & hazardous waste) 300,000

AQD (work contributed to Title V and Tire funds used for PWS) 188,157

WQD (work contributed to Public Water Supply) 504,318

Total Funds $9,541,030

ECLS Distribution of Funds:

FY27 SELS Proposed Budget ($7,909,325)

FY27 Indirect Costs (applied to SELS FTEs @ 29.25%) (1,631,705)

Difference $0



State Environmental Lab Services Division
FY26 and FY27 Budget Comparison
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FY26 FY27 Variance

Salaries and other Compensation Expenses 1 $5,816,770 $5,578,479 $(238,291)

Professional Services2 108,691 514,853 406,162 

Travel Expenses 30,000 30,000 0

Administrative Expenses 1,193,191 1,066,264 (126,927) 

Lab Equipment, Furniture, Building Construction, and Air Monitoring Sites3 377,755 719,729 341,974

Local Governments & Non-Profit Projects and Programs 82,000 0 (82,000)

$7,608,407 $7,909,325 $300,918

1. Decreased due to reduction in OPERS contribution reform. (16.5% to 9.5%) 
2. Increase in Professional Services due to one-time IT project.
3. Increase due to Lab equipment purchases.



Administrative Services and Information Technology Budget
All Funding Sources

26

FY27 Divisional Funds for IDC (all fund sources) $14,363,575

Carryover from FY26 4,275,700

OSEE Accounting Services 70,000

Federal Grant Awards 17,000

License Tag Educational Grants 10,000

Penalty Fees 400,000

Total Funds $19,131,275

ASD Distribution of Funds:

FY27 Proposed Budget ($19,106,275)

FY27 Indirect Costs (applied to ASD FTEs @ 29.25%) (25,000)

Variance $0



Administrative Support and Information Technology
FY26 and FY27 Budget Comparison
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FY26 FY27 Variance

Salaries and other Compensation Expenses1 $8,403,124 $7,749,873 $(653,251) 

Professional Services2 4,714,460 2,423,532 (2,290,928)

Travel Expenses 95,488 87,023 (8,465)

Administrative Expenses 2,886,773 3,828,847 942,074 

Lab Equipment, Furniture, Building Construction, and Air Monitoring Sites 4,894,953 5,000,000 105,047

Local Governments & Non-Profit Projects and Programs 509,414 17,000 (492,414) 

$21,504,212 $19,106,275 ($2,397,937)

1. Decreased due to reduction in OPERS contribution reform. (16.5% to 9.5%) 
2. Decrease in Professional Services due to reductions of one-time IT projects.



FY27 AGENCY 
FINANCE 
REPORT

AS OF
7/31/2026
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FY27 Revenue Status Report
As of July 31, 2026

29

Division
FY2027 

Projections

FY2027 
Collections 
7/1 to 7/31

%
of Total 

Projections

Projected 
Revenue 

Remaining
FY2026 

Projections

Collections 
Same Time 

Period

%
of Total 

Projections
Variance

SELS $1,975,000 $94,214 4.8% ($1,880,786) $2,135,000 $480,563 22.5% ($386,349)
ECLS 3,110,215 321,060 10.3% (2,789,155) 3,027,963 271,636 9.0% 49,424
AQD 12,609,700 5,507,976 43.7% (7,101,724) 13,993,822 123,196 0.9% 5,384,780
WQD 9,276,000 1,261,021 13.6% (8,014,979) 8,931,000 227,228 2.5% 1,033,793
LPD 13,385,000 212,125 1.6% (13,172,875) 13,185,000 497,770 3.8% (285,645)

$40,355,915 $7,396,396 18.3% ($32,959,519) $41,272,785 $1,600,393 3.9% $5,796,003

Current Fiscal Year Activity (FY2027) Comparison to Previous Year (FY2026)



FY27 BUDGET STATUS
AS OF JULY 31, 2026

(BY ACCOUNT CODE)
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Expenditure Category Budget Expenses Encumbered Remaining
56,926,114    3,667,231            -                    53,258,883            
34,620,446    315,055               1,419,021       32,886,370            

833,780          1,664                    4,500               827,616                  
7,887,596       328,203               2,381,849       5,177,544               
7,236,357      -                   8,848            7,227,509               

29,668,451    20,729                  10,394,035     19,253,687            
$137,172,744 $4,332,882 $14,208,253 $118,631,609

Administrative Expenses
Lab Equipment, Furniture & Building Construction
Local Governments & Non-Profit Projects and Programs

Total Expenses

Travel Expenses

Salaries and other Compensation Expenses
Professional Services



FY27 BUDGET STATUS
AS OF JULY 31, 2026

(BY FUNDING SOURCE)
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Budget Expenses Encumbered Remaining
19312 General Appropriations (Parking Garage) -                   -                        -                    -                           
19421 General Appropriations ( ORWA RIG Balance) -                   -                        -                    -                           
19511 General Appropriations ( ORWA RIG Balance) -                   -                        -                    -                           
19701 General Appropriations (FY27 Allocation) 19,671,010    -                        -                    19,671,010            
57601 General Appropriations (FY26 Allocation) -                   -                        -                    -                           
20000 Revolving Fund 64,171,653    3,775,164            4,442,243       55,954,246            
21000 Environmental Education Fund 17,000             -                        -                    17,000                     
22000 Hazardous Waste Penalty Fund -                   -                        -                    -                           
22500 Certificate Fund 572,235          17,452                  -                    554,783                  
23500 Blu Rvr-Ltl Blu Crk Strm Hlth 906,367          -                        -                    906,367                  
38600 PREP Funds -                   -                        -                    -                           
40000 Federal Funds 38,544,453    537,939               9,737,601       28,268,913            
40300 Brownfields Revolving Loan Fund -                   -                        -                    -                           
40500 Environmental Settlement Fund (Federal) 5,786,736       2,327                    28,409             5,756,000               
41000 Water Management Federal Fund 7,503,290       -                        -                    7,503,290               

$137,172,744 $4,332,882 $14,208,253 $118,631,609Total Funding Sources

Funding Sources





 

 

TITLE 252. DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

CHAPTER 606. OKLAHOMA POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM 

(OPDES) STANDARDS 

 

RULEMAKING ACTION: 
Notice of proposed PERMANENT rulemaking 

PROPOSED RULES: 

Subchapter 1. Introduction  

252:606-1-2. Definitions [AMENDED]  

252:606-1-2.1. Technical Definitions [AMENDED]  

Subchapter 6. Point Source Discharges  

252:606-6-11. Receiving water background characterization requirements [AMENDED]  

252:606-6-14. Requirements specific to numeric criteria for toxic substances for the Fish and 

Wildlife Propagation beneficial use [AMENDED]  

252:606-6-31. WET test requirements [AMENDED]  
252:606-6-52. Effluent regulatory flows for the implementation of numerical criteria for toxic 

substances to protect the Fish and Wildlife Propagation beneficial use [AMENDED]  

252:606-6-53. Q* ratio for the implementation of numerical criteria for toxic substances to 

protect the Fish and Wildlife Propagation beneficial use [AMENDED]  

252:606-6-55. Wasteload allocations for the implementation of numerical criteria for toxic 

substances to protect the Fish and Wildlife Propagation beneficial use [AMENDED]  

252:606-6-86. Implementation of bacterial criteria to protect the Primary Body Contact 

Recreation (PBCR) and the Secondary Body Contact Recreation (SBCR) beneficial use 

[AMENDED]  

252:606-6-91. Performance-based monitoring frequency reductions and increases 

[AMENDED]  
Appendix L. Equations for Implementation of Numerical Criteria for Toxic Substances to 

Protect the Fish and Wildlife Propagation Beneficial Use [AMENDED]  

SUMMARY: 

The gist of the proposed rules is to add and modify definitions to Subchapter 1. 

INTRODUCTION, as well as adding language to SUBCHAPTER 6. POINT SOURCE 

DISCHARGES for determination of reasonable potential for selenium and changing language to 

disallow monitoring frequency reductions for a parameter when the receiving water is impaired 

for that parameter. New equations are proposed to be added to Appendix L consistent with the 

proposed changes to sections in Subchapters 1 and 6. 

AUTHORITY: 

Environmental Quality Board; 27A O.S. §§ 2-2-101.  

Oklahoma Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Standards; 27A O.S. §§ 2-6-203.  

Oklahoma Water Quality Standards Implementation Plan; 27A O.S. §§ 1-1-202. 

COMMENT PERIOD: 

Written comments may be submitted to the contact person from September 1, 2026, through 

October 19, 2026. Oral comments may be made at the Formal Rulemaking Meeting on October 

16, 2026, at 1:00 PM at the DEQ Headquarters, First Floor, 707 N. Robinson Avenue, Oklahoma 

City, OK 73102, or at the Environmental Quality Board Meeting on November 10, 2026, at 9:30 

AM at the Robert S. Kerr Environmental Research Center, 919 Kerr Research Dr, Ada, OK. 74820. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 



 

 

The proposed rules will be discussed at a Formal Rulemaking Meeting scheduled on October 

16, 2026, at 1:00 PM at the DEQ Headquarters, First Floor, 707 N. Robinson Avenue, Oklahoma 

City, OK 73102.  The proposed rules will also be considered by the Environmental Quality Board 

at its scheduled meeting on November 10, 2026, at 9:30 AM at the Robert S. Kerr Environmental 

Research Center, 919 Kerr Research Dr, Ada, OK 74820.    
REQUESTS FOR COMMENTS FROM BUSINESS ENTITIES: 

DEQ requests that business entities or any other members of the public affected by these rules 

provide to DEQ (during the comment period) the increase (in dollar amounts if possible) in the 

level of direct costs (e.g., fees) and indirect costs (e.g., reporting, record keeping, equipment, 

construction, labor, professional services, revenue loss), or other costs expected to be incurred due 

to compliance with the proposed rules.  

COPIES OF PROPOSED RULES: 

Copies of the proposed rules may be obtained from the contact person, reviewed at the 

Department of Environmental Quality, 707 N. Robinson, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, during 

normal business hours (8:00 am - 4:30 pm Monday through Friday) or reviewed online at 
https://oklahoma.gov/deq/rules-and-regulations/proposed-rules-regulations.html. 

RULE IMPACT STATEMENT: 

Copies of the rule impact statement may be obtained from the contact person or may be 

reviewed online at https://oklahoma.gov/deq/rules-and-regulations/proposed-rules-

regulations.html 

CONTACT PERSON: 

Nicole Newcomer, Water Quality Division, 707 N. Robinson, P.O. Box 1677, Oklahoma City, 

OK 73101-1677, email nicole.newcomer@deq.ok.gov, phone (405) 702-8290, or fax (405) 702-

8101. 

PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES: 

Persons with disabilities who desire to attend the rulemaking hearing and need an 
accommodation should notify the contact person three (3) days in advance of the hearing. For 

hearing impaired, the TDD relay number is 1-800-522-8506 or 1-800-722-0353, for TDD machine 

use only. 

 
 

https://oklahoma.gov/deq/rules-and-regulations/proposed-rules-regulations.html
https://oklahoma.gov/deq/rules-and-regulations/proposed-rules-regulations.html
https://oklahoma.gov/deq/rules-and-regulations/proposed-rules-regulations.html


CHAPTER 606. OKLAHOMA POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM
(OPDES) STANDARDS

SUBCHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION

252:606-1-2. Definitions
   In addition to terms defined in Title 27A of the Oklahoma Statutes, the following words or terms, when
used in this Chapter, have the following meaning unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:
   "Accredited laboratory" means a laboratory accredited through DEQ laboratory accreditation program.
   "Acute WET testing" means WET testing which measures short-term lethality to a specific aquatic
animal test species as specified in OAC 252:606-6-29.
   "Arithmetic mean" means the sum of the values of individual data points in a data set divided by the
number of data points.  This term is synonymous with arithmetic average.
   "Background concentration" means the concentration of a substance in receiving water immediately
upstream of, but not influenced by, a wastewater discharge.
   "Beneficial use" means the use of biosolids or wastewater through land application for the purpose of
soil conditioning, or crop or vegetative fertilization, or erosion control, or the use of wastewater for dust
suppression where fugitive dust control would otherwise be an air quality problem, in a manner which does not
pollute or tend to pollute the waters of the State of Oklahoma, the environment or pose a risk to human health.
   "Best professional judgment" or "BPJ" means the technical opinion developed by a permit drafter after
consideration of all reasonably available and pertinent data or information which forms the basis for the terms
and conditions of a discharge permit, and the use of sound engineering analysis of the industry, the nature and
quantity of potential pollutants which may be produced and of the proposed treatment plant.
   "Biosolids" means primarily organically treated wastewater materials from municipal wastewater
treatment plants that are suitable for recycling as amendments. This term is within the meaning of "sludge"
referenced in 27A O.S. § 2-6-101(11). Biosolids are divided into the following classes:

(A) Class A Biosolid meets the pathogen reduction requirements of 40 CFR § 503.32 (a);
(B) Class B Biosolid meets the pathogen reduction requirements of 40 CFR § 503.32 (b).

   "CAFO" means Concentrated Animal Feeding Operation.
   "Chronic WET testing" means WET testing which measures long term lethal and sublethal effects to a
specific aquatic animal test species as specified in OAC 252:606-6-29.
   "Coefficient of variation” or “CV” means, when used in the context of effluent data, the measure of an
effluent distribution's variation relative to its mean.  When used in the context of WET test acceptability, CV
means the % variation among test replicates in either the control or the critical dilution.
   "Compliance Testing" means any chemical, physical or bacteriological tests conducted in accordance
with permit requirements.
   "Control tests" means any chemical, physical or bacteriological tests, including visual observations,
performed to aid in operational decisions and to control wastewater treatment system performance.
   "CPP" means the Continuing Planning Process document, which describes present and planned water
quality management programs and the strategy used by the State in conducting these programs.  
   "Critical dilution" means an effluent dilution, expressed as a percentage, representative of the dilution
afforded a wastewater discharge according to the appropriate Q*-dependent chronic mixing zone equation for
chronic WET testing.  The critical dilution for acute WET testing is 100%.
   "CWA" means the Clean Water Act and amendments thereto.  
   "Defensible analytical data" means data traceable to a laboratory certified for that pollutant by DEQ
under OAC 252:301 or data accepted by EPA; data traceable to a municipal laboratory operated by a properly
certified laboratory technician by OAC 252:710; or data generated by a state or federal agency laboratory with
equivalent certification.  Quality assurance procedures, including chain of custody records, shall be adequate and
documentable.  Quality control data required in the analytical method shall be available from the laboratory
upon request.



   "DEQ" means the Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality.
   "Detectable concentration" means a concentration greater than zero (0) using a ninety-nine percent
(99%) probability basis.
   "Dilution series" means a set of proportional effluent dilutions for acute or chronic WET testing based
on a specified critical dilution, which is typically the next-to-highest dilution in the series.
   "Discharge point" means the point at which pollutants, wastewater or stormwater enters waters of the
state or become waters of the state.
   "DMR" means "Discharge Monitoring Report".
   "EPA" means the United States Environmental Protection Agency.
   "Fish and Wildlife Propagation" means the WQS beneficial use designation for promoting fish and
wildlife propagation for the fishery classifications of HLAC, WWAC, CWAC, and Trout Fishery (Put and Take).
   "Fish Consumption" means the WQS beneficial use designation for the protection of human health for
the consumption of fish flesh.
   "Generator" or "operator" means authorized person under whose ownership or management authority,
biosolids are used or disposed.
   "Geometric mean" means the antilog of the arithmetic average of the natural logarithms of the
individual points in a data set.
   "Impoundment" or "Surface impoundment" have the same meaning used in OAC 252:616-1-2.
   "Industrial user" means "industrial users subject to categorical pretreatment standards" and "significant
industrial users" as those terms are used in 40 CFR, Part 403.
   "Intermittent toxicity" means two or more lethal or sublethal effect test failures of a routine acute or
chronic WET test within any 18-month period.
   "Land application" means the application of biosolids onto a land surface; injection below land
surface; or spreading biosolids onto land surface followed by incorporation into the soil. Land application does
not include the disposal of biosolids in a municipal solid waste landfill permitted by DEQ, or the use of Class A
biosolids whose production is permitted by DEQ.
   "LC50 (lethal concentration)" means the concentration of a toxicant in an external medium that is
lethal to fifty percent of the test animals for a specified period of exposure.
   "Life of the permit" means a specific time frame from the date of the issuance of a permit until a new
or renewed permit is issued.
   "Listed metal" means those metals listed in Tables I, II, and III of 40 CFR, Part 503.13.
   "Loading rate" means the amount (concentration or mass) of constituents or parameters applied to a
unit area per application.
   "Log-normally distributed" means a distribution of effluent data which is positively skewed.
   "Log transformation" means the mathematical transformation of an observed data set which results in
a data set consisting of the natural logarithms of the individual data points in the observed data set.
   "Major discharger" means an industrial facility which has a point rating greater than or equal to 80
according to the NPDES permit rating system for industrial discharges; a POTW with a design flow greater than
or equal to 1.0 MGD; or any facility designated as such by EPA in conjunction with the state permitting
authority.
   "Measurable level" means a detectable concentration for which the analytical signal to noise ratio is
significantly high to report a reliable single number. The measurable level corresponds to the lowest point at
which the analytical calibration curve is determined based on analyses for the pollutant of concern.
   "Mineral constituents" means chlorides, sulfates and total dissolved solids collectively.
   "Municipal" means a publicly owned treatment works or facilities which are privately owned that
generate only domestic waste including mobile home parks, homeowner’s associations, etc.
   "Narrative water quality criterion" means a statement or other qualitative expressions of chemical,
physical, or biological parameters that is assigned to protect a beneficial use.
   "No Observed Effect Concentration-Lethal" or "NOECL" means the greatest tested effluent dilution
in a WET test at and below which lethality to test organisms does not occur that is statistically different from the
control (0% effluent) at the 95% confidence level.



   "No Observed Effect Concentration-Sublethal" or "NOECS" means the greatest tested effluent
dilution in a WET test at and below which a sublethal effect to test organisms does not occur that is statistically
different from the control (0% effluent) at the 95% confidence level.
   "NRCS" means Natural Resources Conservation Service.
   "Numerical water quality criterion" means a concentration or other quantitative measures of a
chemical, physical, or biological parameters that is assigned to protect a beneficial use.
   "OAC" means Oklahoma Administrative Code.
   "Oklahoma Water Quality Standards" or "WQS" means DEQ rules (OAC 252:730) which classify
waters of the state, designate beneficial uses for which the various waters of the state must be maintained and
protected, and prescribe the water quality required to sustain designated uses.
   "Once-through cooling water" means cooling water that is not recirculated.
   "OPDES" means Oklahoma Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (see also NPDES).
   "OPDES Act" means the Oklahoma Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Act.
   "OPDES Permit" means a permit issued pursuant to the OPDES Act.
   "O.S." means Oklahoma Statutes.   
   "Operating records and reports" means the daily record of data connected with the operation of the
system compiled in a monthly report on forms approved by DEQ.
   "Period of Record" means a continuous period for which a facility's effluent data is reviewed for the
purposes of characterizing the effluent.
    "Permit cycle" means the life of a permit from the date of issuance to the date of expiration as
specifically stated on a permit, unless the expiration of the permit is extended by operation of statute, rule or
agreement of the permittee and DEQ.
   "Persistent toxicity" means the repeated failure of an acute or chronic WET test.  If the required WET
testing frequency is monthly, repeated failure occurs upon the failure of two of the three consecutive monthly
tests for the same test species.  If the required WET testing frequency is other than monthly, repeated failure
occurs upon the failure of the required test plus one of the two monthly retests for the same test species in the
ensuing two-month period.
   "Point Source" means any discernible, confined and discrete conveyance or outlet, including but not
limited to any pipe, ditch, channel, tunnel, conduit, well, discrete fissure, container, rolling stock, or vessel or
other floating craft, from which pollutants are or may be discharged into waters of the state.  The term "point
source" shall not include agricultural stormwater runoff and return flows from irrigated agriculture.
   "Positively skewed" means a data distribution which is asymmetric about its arithmetic mean with a tail
in the positive direction.
   "POTW" means publicly owned treatment works.
   "Reasonable potential" means causes, or has a reasonable potential to cause, or contribute to an
exceedance of a water quality criterion.
   "Receiving water" means the water of the state to which a wastewater is discharged.
   "Regulatory effluent flow" means the effluent flow, which is water quality criterion-dependent, used in
determining reasonable potential and wasteload allocations for a substance.
   "Regulatory low flow" means a condition where the flow of the water in a stream is significantly
reduced, often during prolonged dry weather.  This phenomenon is characterized by a decrease in stream flow,
which can be defined by specific statistics such as 7Q2 or 30Q2.  Regulatory low flow is important for setting
permit discharge limits and ensuring ecological protection, as it can lead to water quality issues and affect water
resources. 30Q2 shall be used only for setting discharge permit limits for selenium.
   "Robust Regression on Order Statistics" or "Robust ROS" means a statistical method that computes
a regression line to estimate values for non-detect data and combines these estimates with detected observations
to compute sample statistics.
   "RPF95" means the reasonable potential factor for an effluent distribution, based on a 95% probability
basis, for the purpose of determining whether an effluent limitation is required.
   "RPF95(M)" means the reasonable potential factor for an effluent distribution, based on a 95%
confidence interval and 95% probability basis, and accounting for the size of the effluent data set, for the
purpose of determining whether further effluent monitoring is required.



   "Standard deviation" or "sx" means the standard deviation of an untransformed data set based on a
sample of size N.
   "Standard deviation of log-transformed x" or "sln(x)" means the standard deviation of a log-
normally transformed data set based on a sample of size N.
   "Sublethal test failure" means the statistically significant difference (at the 95% confidence level)
between reproduction or growth of the test organism at or below the chronic critical dilution after completion of
an EPA approved chronic test method.
   "TDS" means total dissolved solids.
   "Trigger Background concentration" means the background concentration necessary to trigger
reasonable potential for a substance to exceed an applicable criterion given a specified mean effluent
concentration.
   "USC" means United States Code.
   "Wasteload allocation" or "WLA" means the portion of a receiving water's that is allocated to one of
its existing or future point sources of pollution.
   "WET limit" means a WET testing limitation in the form of a NOECL, NOECS, or LC50, the
exceedance of which constitutes a permit violation.
   "WET testing" means testing for whole effluent toxicity:

(A) using an effluent dilution series based on a critical dilution,
(B) with a specific aquatic animal species, and
(C) utilizing EPA-approved testing methods.

252:606-1-2.1. Technical Definitions
The following technical definitions, when used in this Chapter, shall have the following meaning:
"ΔTmax" means the maximum temperature increase in ̊C at the edge of the temperature mixing zone.
"7Q2" means the 7-day low flow of a stream likely to occur with a 50% probability each year. The procedure for
determining a site-specific 7Q2 is described at OAC 252:740-1-6.
"30Q2" means the 30-day low flow of a stream likely to occur with a 50% probability each year.  The procedure
for determining a site-specific 30Q2 is described at OAC 252:740-1-6. 
"ACD" means acute critical dilution.
"BOD5" means 5-day biochemical oxygen demand.
"BT/C ratio" means the ratio of trigger background concentration to associated water quality criterion.
"(BT/C)max" means the maximum BT/C ratio for a given criterion for which background monitoring is required
as a permit condition.
"C95" means the 95th percentile maximum likelihood effluent concentration of a substance. It is the product of
CE(mean) and RPF95.
"C95(M)" means the 95th percentile maximum likelihood effluent concentration of a substance, accounting for
the size of the effluent data set. It is the product of CE(max) and RPF95(M).
"CA" means the acute numerical criterion for toxic substances.
"CB" means background concentration.
"CC" means the chronic numerical criterion for toxic substances.
"Cd" means the instream concentration of a substance resulting from a wastewater discharge.
"Cd(A)" means the instream concentration of a substance as determined by the acute mixing equation.
"Cd(c)" means the maximum instream concentration of a substance at the edge of the chronic mixing zone.
"Cd(FF)" means the instream concentration of a substance after complete mixing, as applied to determination of
reasonable potential to exceed a human health criterion for the consumption of fish flesh.
"Cd(FFW)" means the instream concentration of a substance after complete mixing, as applied to determination
of reasonable potential to exceed a human health criterion for the consumption of fish flesh and water.
"Cd(NRWQC)" means the instream concentration of a substance after complete mixing, as applied to
determination of reasonable potential to exceed an EPA human health criterion for the consumption of fish flesh.



"Cd(RAW)" means the instream concentration of a substance after complete mixing, as applied to determination
of reasonable potential to exceed a raw water column criterion.
"Cd(SS)" means the instream concentration of a substance after complete mixing, as applied to determination of
reasonable potential to exceed an agriculture sample standard (SS).
"Cd(YMS)" means the instream concentration of a substance after complete mixing, as applied to determination
of reasonable potential to exceed an agriculture yearly mean standard (YMS).
"CE(max)" means the maximum concentration of a substance in an effluent data set.
"CE(mean)" means mean effluent concentration.
"CFF" means the numerical criterion for the protection of human health for the consumption of fish flesh.
"CFFW" means the numerical criterion for the protection of human health for the consumption of fish flesh and
water.
"CNRWQC" means the EPA recommended national water quality criterion for the protection of human health for
the consumption of fish flesh.
"CRAW" means the numerical criterion for protection of the raw water column.
"CSS" means agriculture sample standard numerical criterion, i.e., the historic segment averaged SS value from
Appendix F of OAC 252:730, unless data more representative of the receiving stream are available.
"CYMS" means agriculture yearly mean standard numerical criterion, i.e., the historic segment averaged YMS
value from Appendix F of OAC 252:730, unless data more representative of the receiving stream are available.
"CBOD5" means 5-day carbonaceous biochemical oxygen demand.
"CCD" means chronic critical dilution.
"CWAC" means cool water aquatic community.
"D" means, in the context of a discharge to a lake through a pipe, the pipe diameter in feet.
"DML" means daily maximum permit limitation.
"DMLCL" means agriculture criterion-based DML for chlorides.
"DMLFF" means the human health/fish flesh DML.
"DMLFFW" means the human health/fish flesh and water DML.
"DMLHH" means human health-based DML.
"DMLRAW" means the raw water column DML.
"DMLSO4" means agriculture criterion-based DML for sulfates.
"DMLT" means the temperature based DML.
"DMLTDS" means agriculture criterion-based DML for total dissolved solids (dried at 180̊C).
"DMLTOX" means toxic substance-based DML.
"DO" means dissolved oxygen.
"HLAC" means habitat-limited aquatic community.
"LTA" means long-term average.
"LTAA" means the toxic substance acute numerical criterion LTA.
"LTAC" means the toxic substance chronic numerical criterion LTA.
"LTAFF" means the fish flesh human health criterion LTA.
"LTAFFW" means the fish flesh and water human health criterion LTA.
"LTARAW" means the raw water column criterion LTA.
"LTASS" means the agriculture sample standard LTA.
"LTAT" means the temperature criterion LTA.
"LTATOX" means the limiting toxic substance-based LTA, i.e., the smallest of LTAA or LTAC, as applicable.
"LTAYMS" means the agriculture yearly mean standard LTA.
"MAL" means monthly average permit limitation.
"MALA" means the toxic substance acute criterion MAL.
"MALC" means the toxic substance chronic criterion MAL.
"MALCL" means agriculture criterion-based MAL for chlorides.
"MALFF" means the human health/fish flesh MAL.



"MALFFW" means the human health/fish flesh and water MAL.
"MALRAW" means the raw water column MAL.
"MALHH" means human health-based MAL.
"MALSO4" means agriculture criterion-based MAL for sulfates.
"MALT" means temperature MAL.
"MALTDS" means agriculture criterion-based MAL for total dissolved solids (dried at 180̊C).
"MALTOX" means toxic substance-based MAL.
"MGD" means million gallons per day.
"mg/L" means milligrams per liter.
"MQL" means minimum quantifiable level.
"N" means the number of individual data points, collected over time, in an effluent or background data set.
"Nm" means the per month monitoring frequency where a permit limitation is established. When used in the
context of temperature limitations, Nm is equal to four times Nw (i.e., Nm = 4 × Nw).
"Nw" means the per week monitoring frequency where a temperature permit limitation is established.
"NRWQC" means the National Recommended Water Quality Criteria, publication no. EPA 822-Z-99-001, April
1999.
"PBCR" means Primary Body Contact Recreation.
"Q*" means the ratio of the regulatory effluent flow to the regulatory receiving water flow.
"Qe" means regulatory effluent flow.
"Qe(30)" means the Qe that is the highest monthly average flow over the two-year two year period of record for
an industrial facility.  For intermittent discharges, Qe(30) is calculated based on days when discharge actually
occurs.
"Qe(D)" means the Qe that is the lesser of the design flow for a municipal POTW or the design flow listed in the
Section 208 Areawide Basin Plan.
"Qe(LTA)" means the Qe that is the arithmetic (long term) average flow over the two year period of record for an
industrial facility.
"Qu" means regulatory receiving water flow upstream of a point of wastewater discharge.
"Qu(7Q2)" means the same as 7Q2.
"Qu(30Q2)" means the same as 30Q2.
"Qu(LTA)" means the Qu that is the mean annual (long term) receiving water flow.
"Qu(STA)" means the Qu that is the short term average receiving water flow and is equal to Qu(LTA) × 0.68.
"SBCR" means Secondary Body Contact Recreation
"SNC" means significant noncompliance.
"SS" means sample standard.
"Ta" means regulatory ambient temperature in ̊C.
"T95" means the 95th percentile of the effluent temperature distribution (in ̊C) of sustained two-hour daily
maximum effluent temperatures where effluent temperature is recorded continuously and the distribution of
daily maximum effluent temperatures where temperature is recorded at discrete intervals of two hours or longer,
provided that recording intervals for temperature do not exceed six hours.
"TIE" means toxicity identification evaluation.
"TRC" means total residual chlorine.
"TRO" means total residual (halogenated) oxidants.
"μg/L" means micrograms per liter.
"W" means, in the context of a discharge to a lake through an open channel (i.e., canal), the channel width in
feet.
"WAL" means weekly average permit limitation.
"WALT" means temperature WAL.
"WET" means whole effluent toxicity.
"WLAA" means a toxic substance acute criterion WLA.
"WLAC" means a toxic substance chronic criterion WLA.



"WLAFF" means a human health/fish flesh criterion WLA.
"WLAFFW" means a human health/fish flesh and water criterion WLA.
"WLARAW" means a raw water column criterion WLA.
"WLASS" means an agriculture sample standard WLA.
"WLAT" means a temperature criterion WLA.
"WLAYMS" means an agriculture yearly mean standard WLA.
"WQMP" means the statewide Section 208 Water Quality Management Plan.
"WWAC" means warm water aquatic community.
"YMS" means yearly mean standard.

SUBCHAPTER 6. POINT SOURCE DISCHARGES

252:606-6-11. Receiving water background characterization requirements
(a) Long-term average. Where required, DEQ will calculate a LTA background level of a substance as a
geometric mean unless otherwise specified.
(b) Background data sources. Background data must be defensible analytical data and be representative of the
receiving water's current upstream conditions. DEQ will use data collected and reported in accordance with a
background monitoring requirement in a previous permit where available.
(c) Unavailability of background data. Where no background data is available, the background is assumed to
be zero.
(d) Size of background data set. At least ten data points are required for a background data set to be considered
complete. DEQ may use a partial background data set for reasonable potential purposes if the data is the only
defensible analytical data available. Where the use of a partial background data set results in demonstration of
reasonable potential, the permit will include effluent limitations based on a zero background level, which may
have a delayed effective date of no more than two years. The permit will require the permittee to complete the
background monitoring, at which time DEQ will reopen the permit, if necessary, to adjust permit limitations
according to the background level determined from a complete background data set.
(e) Alternative Method for Determination of 7Q2. Regulatory Low Flow.

(1) A permittee may use an alternative method for determining a 7Q2 regulatory low flow as allowed
by OAC 252:740-1-6(c). The 7Q2 regulatory low flow calculated from the historical record may be
modified to incorporate anticipated upstream flow releases provided the source of water is owned or
controlled by a federal governmental entity and the following information is submitted to DEQ:

(A) a determination that a reliable source of upstream flow exists;
(B) documentation that the upstream source of water:

(i) includes water quality improvement as an authorized use, or
(ii) includes allocated storage for water quality improvement;

(C) documentation that the upstream source of water is governed by a water control plan
developed and implemented pursuant to 33 CFR § 222.5; and
(D) a demonstration that the alternative 7Q2 regulatory low flow is identified in the most
recently published State Water Quality Management Plan.

(2) DEQ will include any approved alternative 7Q2 regulatory low flow as a permit limit in any
discharge permit. Said limit shall be stated as a minimum daily flow measured at the nearest upstream
flow gage.
(3) In the event that the alternative 7Q2 regulatory low flow is not consistently attained, DEQ may re-
open the permit and re-calculate the effluent limitations using the actual receiving stream flows.

252:606-6-14. Requirements specific to numeric criteria for toxic substances for the Fish and Wildlife
Propagation beneficial use
(a) Background assumed zero. DEQ will assume zero background levels for direct discharges of once through
cooling water.



(b) Hardness or pH dependent criteria. Where a criterion for a pollutant is hardness or pH-dependent, DEQ
will add hardness or pH monitoring, as appropriate, to the background monitoring requirements.
(c) Representative of low flow conditions in streams. The permittee shall collect background samples as close
to low flow conditions as possible in streams.
(d) Background data from a previous permit. DEQ will not use background data referenced in the previous
permit unless the data is defensible analytical data.
(e) Background monitoring. Where toxicity-based effluent limitations for a substance are established in a
permit and a complete background data set meeting the requirements of OAC 252:606-6-11 is not available,
background monitoring of the limited substance is required. This requirement does not apply where the
background shall be considered equal to zero in accordance with OAC 252:606-6-14(a), where Q* ≥ 0.333, or
where the 7Q2 regulatory low flow of the receiving stream is assumed to be 1 cfs.

252:606-6-31. WET test requirements
WET testing is required for all major dischargers and those minor dischargers identified by DEQ as posing a
significant unaddressed toxic risk. Q* is calculated as described in Appendix J.

(1) The following requirements apply to all WET testing:
(A) Acute testing only. Acute testing only is required for all discharges to lakes and to
streams where Q* < 0.054.
(B) Chronic testing only. Chronic testing only is required where Q* > 0.3333.
(C) Acute and chronic testing, except for Daphnia Magna. Both acute and chronic testing
are required where 0.054 ≤Q* ≤ 0.3333.

(2) Acute and/or chronic testing using Daphnia magna. Acute and/or chronic testing using Daphnia
magna may substitute for acute and/or chronic testing for Daphnia pulex or Ceriodaphnia dubia in the
following circumstances:

(A) acute testing using Daphnia magna for streams where the instream concentration of TDS
is less than or equal to 1000 mg/L after mixing using the 7Q2 regulatory low flow, may be
considered by DEQ on a case-by-case basis where the TDS level in an effluent has been
demonstrated to cause WET test failures to Daphnia pulex.
(B) acute testing using Daphnia magna for streams where the instream concentration of TDS
is greater than 1000 mg/L after mixing using the 7Q2 regulatory low flow, may be considered
on a case-by-case basis where the TDS level in an effluent has been demonstrated to cause
WET test failures to Daphnia pulex and the background TDS level of the receiving stream
causes toxicity to Daphnia pulex in a control dilution (0% effluent).
(C) chronic testing using Daphnia magna may be considered by DEQ on a case-by-case basis
where the TDS level in the effluent has demonstrated WET test failures to Ceriodaphnia
dubia, where the background TDS levels of the receiving stream causes toxicity to
Ceriodaphnia dubia, in a control dilution (0% effluent), and where the permittee can
demonstrate that the ionic ratios in the effluent are similar to the ionic ratios in the receiving
stream.

(3) Mussels. Acute and/or chronic testing of mussels shall be required if DEQ determines that the
discharge may affect an indigenous population(s) of mussels.

252:606-6-52. Effluent regulatory flows for the implementation of numerical criteria for toxic substances
to protect the Fish and Wildlife Propagation beneficial use
The following effluent regulatory flows apply for the implementation of numerical toxicity criteria for toxic
substances to protect the Fish and Wildlife Propagation beneficial use:

(1) Industrial. For industrial facilities, Qe(30) is used as the regulatory effluent flow.
(2) Municipal. The treatment facility's design flow Qe(D) is used as the regulatory effluent flow. The
design flow used for permitting purposes will shall not exceed the approved design flow in the WQMP.



252:606-6-53. Q* ratio for the implementation of numerical criteria for toxic substances to protect the
Fish and Wildlife Propagation beneficial use
Use the following to determine Q* ratio for all toxic substances unless otherwise specified in this section:

(1) The following are used to determine Q* ratios in streams:
(A) Industrial effluent. Q* is the ratio of Qe(30) to Qu(7Q2).
(B) Municipal effluent. Q* is the ratio of Qe(D) to Qu(7Q2).

(2) Q* is not applicable to lakes.
(3) For selenium only, Qu(30Q2) shall be used in place of Qu(7Q2).

252:606-6-55. Wasteload allocations for the implementation of numerical criteria for toxic substances to
protect the Fish and Wildlife Propagation beneficial use
If a pollutant exhibits reasonable potential to exceed WQS, a water quality-based permit limit is required for that
pollutant. Background levels used in calculating WLAA and WLAC are described in OAC 252:606-6-11 through
14. If a pollutant's background level alone exceeds a criterion, the WLA is set equal to that criterion.  For
WLAC, where fish tissue data is evaluated, a conversion from fish tissue to water column numeric criteria
following Equations L-12 and L-13 shall be required.

(1) Streams. The following applies to streams:
(A) WLAA. Where Qe is expressed in cfs, Equation L-1 is used to determine WLAAWLAA.
Where Qe is expressed in MGD, Equation L-2 is used.
(B) WLAC. Depending on the value of Q*, Equation L-3, L-4, or L-5 is used to determine
WLAC.

(2) Lakes. Depending on whether the discharge conveyance is a pipe or canal, Equation L-6 or L-7 is
used to determine WLAC, or WLAA, if an acute criterion applies, in the absence of a chronic criterion.

252:606-6-86. Implementation of bacterial criteria to protect the Primary Body Contact Recreation
(PBCR) and the Secondary Body Contact Recreation (SBCR) beneficial use
(a) PBCR waterbodies - May 1 through September 30. When the use of a bacterial indicator is determined to
be necessary, the following bacterial limitations shall apply from May 1 through September 30 to protect the
PBCR beneficial use:

(1) Escherichia coli (E. coli) (E. Coli). When E. coli E. coli is the bacterial indicator:
(A) The monthly geometric mean shall not exceed 126/100 mL.
(B) The daily maximum for lakes shall not exceed 235/100 mL.
(C) The daily maximum for all waterbodies other than lakes shall not exceed 406/100 mL.

(2) Enterococci. When enterococci are the bacterial indicator:
(A) The monthly geometric mean shall not exceed 33/100 mL.
(B) The daily maximum for lakes shall not exceed 61/100 mL.
(C) The daily maximum for all waterbodies other than lakes shall not exceed 108/100 mL.

(b) PBCR waterbodies - October 1 through April 30. When the use of a bacterial indicator is determined to be
necessary, the SBCR bacterial limitations listed in (c) of this Section, shall apply from October 1 through April
30 to protect the PBCR beneficial use when the receiving stream is on the 303(d) List for bacteria.
(c) SBCR waterbodies. One of the following bacterial limitations and monitoring requirements shall be used
year-round for permittees that discharge fecal coliform to waterbodies on the 303(d) list for bacteria:

(1) Escherichia coli (E. coli) (E. Coli). When E. coli E. Coli is the bacterial indicator:
(A) The monthly geometric mean shall not exceed 630242/100 mL.
(B) The daily maximum for lakes shall not exceed 1175781/100 mL.
(C) The daily maximum for all waterbodies other than lakes shall not exceed 2030/100 mL.

(2) Enterococci. When enterococci are the bacterial indicator:
(A) The monthly geometric mean shall not exceed 16563/100 mL.
(B) The daily maximum for lakes shall not exceed 305208/100 mL.
(C) The daily maximum for all waterbodies other than lakes shall not exceed 540/100 mL.



(d) Indicators used in WLA. Regardless of which bacterial indicator was used in a permittee's WLA, the permit
may contain either of the bacterial indicators listed in (c) of this Section.
(e) Exception. This Section does not apply to discharging lagoons that were permitted and are being operated in
compliance with OAC 252:656-11-2(b), unless Water Quality Standards are violated.

252:606-6-91. Performance-based monitoring frequency reductions and increases
(a) When MALs have been established in a previous permit and a parameter(s) has been monitored for one
complete permit cycle (five years), performance-based monitoring frequency reductions or increases will be
considered.  Performance-based monitoring frequency reductions for waterbodies with an impairment shall not
be permitted for the impaired parameter.

(1) Except for ammonia, when a permittee has experienced:
(A) no permit limit violation of any kind for a limited parameter during the permit cycle, a
performance-based monitoring frequency reduction may be granted according to Table O-1 in
Appendix O.
(B) a non-SNC permit limit violation during the permit cycle, the permittee is ineligible for a
performance-based monitoring frequency reduction for that parameter for the ensuing permit
cycle.
(C) SNC violations for a parameter during the permit cycle, the permittee is:

(i) ineligible for a performance-based monitoring frequency reduction for that
parameter for the ensuing permit cycle, and
(ii) a monitoring frequency increase is required in accordance with Table O-2 in
Appendix O.

(2) Permittees may request toxicity-based ammonia limit monitoring frequency reductions according to
252:606-6-26 or WET testing frequency reductions according to 252:606-6-42.
(3) The monitoring frequency for a metal may be reduced below the levels stated in Table O-1 in
Appendix O to once every six months if:

(A) the permit includes a long-term average effluent concentration for the permit cycle of less
than ten percent (10%) of the Monthly Average Concentration Limit;
(B) it no longer exhibits reasonable potential (either from monitoring or effluent limit);
(C) there is a limit for that parameter in a previous permit that cannot be removed; and
(D) the parameter is not causing the receiving water body to be listed as a Category 5 water
body in Oklahoma’s Integrated Report.

(b) Performance-based monitoring frequency reductions shall not be based on a weekly average, a daily
minimum or a daily maximum concentration limit.
(c) The permit frequency reductions stated in this Section and in Appendix O do not affect the need or number of
control tests to be undertaken as required in Appendix A of 252:606.
(d) In accordance with 252:730-5-10 and 252:730-5-16, no frequency reduction shall be allowed for bacterial
limitations.
(e) Any control test undertaken in accordance with OAC 252:606, Appendix A, shall be reported on the DMRs
as required by 40 CFR § 122.41 (l)(4)(ii), provided the control test sample meets all the sample protocol
requirements as contained in the OPDES permit.

APPENDIX L. EQUATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF NUMERICAL
CRITERIA FOR TOXIC SUBSTANCES TO PROTECT THE FISH AND WILDLIFE

PROPAGATION BENEFICIAL USE
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SUMMARY: 

The gist of this rule and the underlying reason for the rulemaking is to comply with the Water 

Quality Standards Triennial Review and includes the following updates: add, remove and/or 

modify certain definitions; update Primary Body Contact Recreation by replacing confidence 

intervals with geometric mean and statistical threshold values, applicable to both E. coli and 

Enterococci; updating Secondary Body Contact Recreation to add numeric criteria for E. coli and 

enterococci based on EPA’s water ingestion formula; adding language allowing the use of the 

copper biotic ligand model for development of copper site-specific criteria; adding language 
allowing for the potential use of multiple regression model for the creation of copper site-specific 



 

 

criteria; requiring the use of a fish tissue study for selenium site-specific criteria; removal of site-

specific metals criteria that were not approved by EPA; removal of segment averages that were 

not approved by EPA; recalculation of certain criteria and the addition of Aquatic Life and 

Human Health criteria values based on EPA’s recommended values; and, including an updated 
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AUTHORITY: 
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16, 2026, at 1:00 PM at the DEQ Headquarters, First Floor, 707 N. Robinson Avenue, Oklahoma 

City, OK 73102, or at the Environmental Quality Board Meeting on November 10, 2026, at 9:30 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
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level of direct costs (e.g., fees) and indirect costs (e.g., reporting, record keeping, equipment, 

construction, labor, professional services, revenue loss), or other costs expected to be incurred due 

to compliance with the proposed rules.  
COPIES OF PROPOSED RULES: 
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regulations.html 
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8101. 

PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES: 
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CHAPTER 730. OKLAHOMA'S WATER QUALITY STANDARDS

SUBCHAPTER 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

252:730-1-2. Definitions
   The following words and terms, when used in this Chapter, shall have the following meaning unless the
context clearly indicates otherwise:
   "7Q2" means the seven-day, two-year low flow. means the 7-day low flow of a stream likely to occur
with a 50% probability each year.  The procedure for determining a site-specific 7Q2 is described at OAC
252:740-1-6.
   "30Q2" means the 30-day low flow of a stream likely to occur with a 50% probability each year. The
procedure for determining a site-specific 30Q2 is described at OAC 252:740-1-6.
   "Acute test failure" means greater than or equal to 50% mortality to appropriate test species at or below
the critical effluent dilution after a 48 hour48-hour test as provided in OAC 252:606-6-29.
   "Acute toxicity" means greater than or equal to 50% lethality to appropriate test organisms in a test
sample.
   "Alpha particle" means a positively charged particle emitted by certain radioactive materials. It is the
least penetrating of the three common types of radiation (alpha, beta, and gamma) and usually is not dangerous
to plants, animals or humans.
   "Ambient" means surrounding, especially of or pertaining to the environment about an entity, but
undisturbed and unaffected by it.
   "Aquifer" means a formation that contains sufficient saturated, permeable material to yield significant
quantities of water to wells and springs. This implies an ability to store and transmit water; unconsolidated sands
and gravels are typical examples.
   "Aquifer Storage and Recovery Activities" or ("ASR")"ASR" means activities that exclusively
include activities for the storage of water in and recovery of water from an aquifer pursuant to a site-specific
aquifer storage and recovery plan authorized by 82 O.S. § 1020.2A. Activities not conducted pursuant to a site-
specific aquifer storage and recovery plan shall not be considered ASR activities. For purposes of this chapter,
ASR activities also shall not include groundwater recharge or augmentation through a natural connection with a
farm pond or other impoundment otherwise authorized by law.
   "Artificial Aquifer Recharge" means activities with the primary purpose of recharging or augmenting
an aquifer with no intention of recovering such water for future use. For purposes of this chapter, Artificial
Aquifer Recharge activities shall not include activities specifically authorized pursuant to 82 O.S. § 1020.2(G)
or stormwater runoff management practices otherwise authorized by law.
   "Assimilative capacity" means the amount of pollution a waterbody can receive and still maintain the
water quality standards designated for that waterbody.
   "Attainable uses" means the best uses achievable for a particular waterbody given water of adequate
quality. The process of use attainability analysis can, and in certain cases must, be used to determine attainable
uses for a waterbody.
   "Background" means the ambient condition upstream or upgradient from a facility, practice, or activity
which has not been affected by that facility, practice, or activity.
   "Beneficial uses" means a classification of the waters of the State, according to their best uses in the
interest of the public.
   "Benthic macroinvertebrates" means invertebrate animals that are large enough to be seen by the
unaided eye, can be retained by a U. S. Standard No. 30 sieve, and live at least part of their life cycles within or
upon available substrate in a body of water or water transport system.
   "Best available technology" means the best proven technology, treatment techniques, or other
economically viable means which are commercially available.
   "Best management practices" or "BMPs" means schedules of activities, prohibitions of practices,
maintenance procedures, and other management practices to prevent or reduce the pollution of waters of the



state or United States. BMPs also include treatment requirements, operating procedures, and practices to control
plant site runoff, spillage or leaks, sludge or waste disposal, or drainage from raw material storage.
   "Beta particle" means a negatively charged elementary particle emitted by radioactive decay that may
cause skin burns. It is easily stopped by a thin sheet of metal.
   "Bioaccumulation Factor" or "BAF" is the ratio of the concentration of a chemical in the tissue of an
aquatic organism to the concentration of the chemical dissolved in ambient water at the site of sampling.
   "Bioconcentration factor" or "BCF" means the relative measure of the ability of a contaminant to be
stored in tissues and thus to accumulate through the food chain and is shown as the following formula: BCF =
Tissue Concentration divided by Water Concentration.
   "Biotic Ligand Model" or "BLM" means a metal bioavailability model that uses receiving waterbody
characteristics and monitoring data to develop site-specific water quality criteria.
   "Board" means the Environmental Quality Board
   "BOD" means biochemical oxygen demand.
   "Carcinogenic" means cancer producing.
   "Chronic test failure" means the statistically significant difference (at the 95% confidence level)
between survival, reproduction, or growth of the test organism at or below the chronic critical dilution after
completion of a 7-day test as provided in OAC 252:606-6-29, or other test as approved by the permitting
authority and the EPA Regional Administrator, and a control.
   "Chronic toxicity" means a statistically significant difference (at the 95% confidence level) between
longer-term survival and/or reproduction, or growth of the appropriate test organisms in a test sample and a
control. Teratogenicity and mutagenicity are considered to be effects of chronic toxicity.
   "Coliform group organisms" means all of the aerobic and facultative anaerobic gram-negative, non-
spore-forming rod shaped bacteria that ferment lactose broth with gas formation within 48 hours at
35°C.  Measurements of bacteria can be expressed as either colony forming units  (cfu) or most probable number
(MPN).
   "Color" means true color as well as apparent color. True color is the color of the water from which
turbidity has been removed. Apparent color includes not only the color due to substances in solution (true color),
but also that color due to suspended matter.
   "Conservation plan" means, but is not limited to, a written plan which lists activities, management
practices, and maintenance or operating procedures designed to promote natural resource conservation and is
intended for the prevention and reduction of pollution of waters of the state.
   "Cool Water Aquatic Community" or "CWAC" means a subcategory of the beneficial use category
"Fish and Wildlife Propagation" where the water quality, water temperature, and habitat are adequate to support
cool water climax fish communities and includes an environment suitable for the full range of cool water
benthos. Typical species may include smallmouth bass, certain darters, and stoneflies.
   "Criterion" means a number or narrative statement assigned to protect a designated beneficial use.
   "Critical dilution" means, for chronic whole effluent toxicity testing, an effluent dilution expressed as a
percentage representative of the dilution afforded a wastewater discharge according to the appropriate Q*-
dependent chronic mixing zone equation.
   "Critical temperature" means the higher of the seven-day maximum temperature likely to occur with a
50% probability each year, or 29.4°C (85°F).
   "Criterion" means a number or narrative statement assigned to protect a designated beneficial use.
   "Degradation" means any condition caused by the activities of humans which result in the prolonged
impairment of any constituent of the aquatic environment.
   "DEQ" means the Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality.
   "Designated beneficial uses" means those uses specified for each waterbody or segment whether or not
they are being attained.
   "Dissolved oxygen" or "DO" means the amount of oxygen dissolved in water at any given time,
depending upon the water temperature, the partial pressure of oxygen in the atmosphere in contact with the
water, the concentration of dissolved organic substances in the water, and the physical aeration of the water.
   "DRASTIC" means that standardized system developed by the United States Environmental Protection
Agency for evaluating groundwater vulnerability to pollution, based upon consideration of depth to water (D),



net recharge (R), aquifer media (A), soil media (S), topography (T), impact of the vadose zone media (I), and
hydraulic conductivity (C) of the aquifer.
   "EPA" means the United States Environmental Protection Agency.
   "Ephemeral stream" means an entire stream which flows only during or immediately after a rainfall
event and contains no refuge pools capable of sustaining a viable community of aquatic organisms.
   "Epilimnion" means the uppermost homothermal region of a stratified lake.
   "Eutrophication" means the process whereby the condition of a waterbody changes from one of low
biologic productivity and clear water to one of high productivity and water made turbid by the accelerated
growth of algae.
   "Existing beneficial uses" means those uses listed in Title 40 C.F.R. CFR §131.3 actually attained by a
waterbody on or after November 28, 1975. These uses may include public water supplies, fish and wildlife
propagation, recreational uses, agriculture, industrial water supplies, navigation, and aesthetics.
   "Existing point source discharge(s)" means, for purposes of OAC 252:730-5-25, point source
discharges other than stormwater which were/are in existence when the ORW, HQW, or SWS, or SWS-R
designation was/is assigned to the water(s) which receive(s) the discharge. The load from a point source
discharge which is subject to the no increase limitation shall be based on the permitted mass loadings and
concentrations, as appropriate, in the discharge permit effective when the limitation was assigned. Publicly
owned treatment works may use design flow, mass loadings, or concentration as appropriate if those flows,
loadings, or concentrations were approved as a portion of Oklahoma's Water Quality Management Plan prior to
the application of the ORW, HQW, SWS or SWS-R limitation.
   "Fresh groundwater" means groundwater with naturally-occurring naturally occurring concentrations
of total dissolved solids less than 10,000 mg/L, or with levels of total dissolved solids of 10,000 or more mg/L
caused by human activities.
   "Geometric mean" means the nth root of the product of the samples.
   "Groundwater" means "waters of the state under the surface of the earth regardless of the geologic
structure in which it is standing or moving outside the cut bank of any definite stream." [82 O.S. § 1020.1(1)].
   "Groundwater basin" means a distinct underground body of water overlain by contiguous land and
having substantially the same geological and hydrological characteristics and yield capabilities.
   "Habitat Limited Aquatic Community" or "HLAC" means a subcategory of the beneficial use "Fish
and Wildlife Propagation" meeting the conditions specified in OAC 252:730-5-12(b).
   "High Quality Water" or "HQW" means those waters of the state whose historic water quality and
physical habitat provide conditions suitable for the support of sensitive and intolerant climax communities of
aquatic organisms, whether or not that waterbody currently contains such a community, and support high levels
of recreational opportunity.
   "HUC" means hydrologic unit code utilized by the United States Geologic Survey and other federal and
state agencies as a way of identifying all drainage basins in the United States in a nested arrangement from
largest to smallest, consisting of a multi-digit code which identifies each of the levels of classification within
two-digit fields.
   "Intolerant climax fish community" means habitat and water quality adequate to support game fishes
or other sensitive species introduced or native to the biotic province or ecological region, which require specific
or narrow ranges of high quality environmental conditions.
   "Lake" means:

(A) An impoundment of waters of the state over 50 acre-feet in volume which is either:
(i) owned or operated by federal, state, county, or local government or
(ii) appears in Oklahoma's Clean Lakes Inventory.

(B) Surface impoundments which are used as a treatment works for the purpose of treating,
stabilizing, or holding wastes are excluded from this definition.

   "LC50" means lethal concentration and is the concentration of a toxicant in an external medium that is
lethal to fifty percent of the test animals for a specified period of exposure.
   "Long-term average flow" means an arithmetic average stream flow over a representative period of
record.



   "MDL" means the Method Detection Limit and is defined as the minimum concentration of an analyte
that can be measured and reported with 99% confidence that the analyte concentration is greater than zero. MDL
is dependent upon the analyte of concern.
   "Mixing zone" means when a liquid of a different quality than the receiving water is discharged into the
receiving water, a mixing zone is formed. Concentration of the liquid within the mixing zone decreases until it is
completely mixed with receiving water. A regulatory mixing zone is described in OAC 252:730-5-26.
   "Narrative criteria" means statements or other qualitative expressions of chemical, physical or
biological parameters that are assigned to protect a beneficial use.
   "Natural source" means source of contamination which is not human induced.
   "NLW impairment study" means a scientific process of surveying the chemical, physical, and
biological characteristics of a nutrient-threatened reservoir to determine whether the reservoir's beneficial uses
are being impaired by human-induced eutrophication.
   "Nonpoint source" means a source of pollution without a well defined point of origin.
   "NTU" means Nephelometric Turbidity Unit, which is the unit of measure using the method based upon
a comparison of the intensity of light scattered by the sample under defined conditions with the intensity of light
scattered by a standard reference suspension (formazin). The higher the intensity of scattered light, the higher
the turbidity.
   "Numerical criteria" means concentrations or other quantitative measures of chemical, physical, or
biological parameters that are assigned to protect a beneficial use.
   "Numerical standard" means the most stringent of the numerical criteria assigned to the beneficial uses
for a given stream.
   "Nutrient impaired reservoir" means a reservoir with a beneficial use or uses determined by an NLW
Impairment Study to be impaired by human-induced eutrophication.
   "Nutrient-limited watershed" means a watershed of a waterbody with a designated beneficial use
which is adversely affected by excess nutrients as determined by Carlson's Trophic State Index (using
chlorophyll-a) of 62 or greater or is otherwise listed as "NLW" in Appendix A of this Chapter.
   "Nutrients" means elements or compounds essential as raw materials for an organism's growth and
development; these include carbon, oxygen, nitrogen, and phosphorus.
   "ORW" means Outstanding Resource Water.
   "OWRB" means Oklahoma Water Resources Board.
   "Picocurie" means that quantity of radioactive material producing 2.22 nuclear transformations per
minute.
   "Point source" means any discernable, confined, and discrete conveyance, including but not limited to
any pipe, ditch, channel, tunnel, well, discrete fissure, container, rolling stock, or concentrated animal feeding
operation from which pollutants are or may be discharged. This term does not include return flows from
irrigation agriculture.
   "Pollutant" means any material, substance, or property which may cause pollution.
   "Pollution" means "contamination or other alteration of the physical, chemical or biological properties
of any natural waters of the State, or such discharge of any liquid, gaseous or solid substance into any waters of
the State as will or is likely to create a nuisance or render such waters harmful, or detrimental or injurious to
public health, safety or welfare, or to domestic, commercial, industrial, agricultural, recreational, or other
legitimate beneficial uses, or to livestock, wild animals, birds, fish or other aquatic life." [82 O.S. §1084.2(1)].
   "Polychlorinated biphenyls" or "PCBs" means a group of organic compounds (206 possible) which
are constructed of two phenyl rings and more than one chlorine atom.
   "PQL" means Practical Quantitation Limit and is defined as 5 times the MDL. The PQL represents a
practical and routinely achievable detection limit with high confidence.
   "Put and take fishery" means the introduction of a fish species into a body of water for the express
purpose of sport fish harvest where existing conditions preclude a naturally reproducing population.
   "Q*" means dilution capacity.
   "Regulatory low flow" means a condition where the flow of water in a stream is significantly reduced,
often during prolonged dry weather.  This phenomenon is characterized by a decrease in stream flow, which can
be defined by specific statistics such as 7Q2 or 30Q2.  Regulatory low flow is important for setting permit



discharge limits and ensuring ecological protection, as it can lead to water quality issues and affect water
resources. 30Q2 shall be used only for setting discharge permit limits for selenium.
   "Salinity" means the concentration of salt in water.
   "Sample standard" means the arithmetic mean of historical data from October 1976 to September 1983
except as otherwise provided in Appendix F of this Chapter, plus two standard deviations of the mean.
   "Seasonal base flow" means the sustained or fair-weather runoff, which includes but is not limited to
groundwater runoff and delayed subsurface runoff.
   "Seasonal seven-day, two-year low flow" means the 7-day low flow of a stream likely to occur with a
50% probability for a season with the applicable dates in Table 1 of Appendix G of this Chapter.
   "Seasonal 7Q2" means the seasonal seven-day, two-year low flow.
   "Sensitive Public and Private Water Supply" or "SWS" means those waters of the state which
constitute sensitive public and private water supplies as a result of their unique physical conditions.
   "Sensitive representative species" means Ceriodaphnia dubia, Daphnia magna, Daphnia pulex,
Pimphales promelas (Fathead minnow), Lepomis macrochirus (Bluegill sunfish), Ceriodaphnia dubia, Daphnia
magna, Daphnia pulex, Pimphales promelas (Fathead minnow), Lepomis macrochirus (Bluegill sunfish), which
may either be indigenous to a particular waterbody or used as a surrogate species to represent sensitive
vertebrate or invertebrate species indigenous to a particular waterbody.
   "Sensitive Public and Private Water Suppy" or "SWS" means those waters of the state which
constitute sensitive public and private water supplies as a result of their unique physical conditions.
   "SWS-R" means waterbodies classified as sensitive public and private water supplies that may be
augmented with reclaimed water for the purpose of indirect potable reuse.
   "Seven-day, two-year low flow" means the 7-day low flow of a stream likely to occur with a 50%
probability each year.
   "Standard deviation" means a statistical measure of the dispersion around the arithmetic mean of the
data.
   "Standard Methods" means the publication "Standard Methods for the Examination of Water and
Wastewater," published jointly by the American Public Health Association, American Water Works Association,
and Water Environment Federation.
   "Standards" means, when capitalized, this Chapter, which constitutes the Oklahoma Water Quality
Standards described in 82 O.S. §1085.30. Whenever this term is not capitalized or is singular, it means the most
stringent of the criteria assigned to protect the beneficial uses designated for a specified water of the State.
   "Steady-state" refers to an aquatic ecosystem where the inputs are stable, and the bioaccumulation of
toxins or inputs has reached homeostasis within organisms in the system.  DEQ will require a waiting period of
6 months in rivers and streams, and 3 years in lakes following any major changes to system inputs or discharges.
   "Stormwater" means storm water runoff, snow melt runoff, and surface runoff and drainage.
   "Subwatershed" means a smaller component of the larger watershed.
   "Total Dissolved Selenium" or "TDSe" means the measure of the combined content of all species of
selenium that are dissolved in the water column and small enough to pass through a 0.45 micron (µm) filter.
   "Thermal stratification" means horizontal layers of different densities produced in a lake caused by
temperature.
   "Total Dissolved Selenium" or "TDSe" means the measure of the combined content of all species of
selenium that are dissolved in the water column and small enough to pass through a 0.45 micron (µm) filter.
   "Variance" means a time-limited designated use and criterion for a specific pollutant(s) or water quality
parameter(s) that reflect the highest attainable condition during the term of the water quality standards variance.
   "Warm Water Aquatic Community" or "WWAC" means a subcategory of the beneficial use category
"Fish and Wildlife Propagation" where the water quality and habitat are adequate to support intolerant climax
fish communities and includes an environment suitable for the full range of warm water benthos.
   "Wastes" means "industrial waste and all other liquid, gaseous or solid substances which may pollute
or tend to pollute any waters of the state." [82 O. S. §1084.2(2)].
   "Water quality" means physical, chemical, and biological characteristics of water which determine
diversity, stability, and productivity of the climax biotic community or affect human health.



   "Waterbody" means any specified segment or body of waters of the state, including but not limited to
an entire stream or lake or a portion thereof.
   "Water quality" means physical, chemical, and biological characteristics of water which determine
diversity, stability, and productivity of the climax biotic community or affect human health.
   "Waters of the state" means "all streams, lakes, ponds, marshes, watercourses, waterways, wells,
springs, irrigation systems, drainage systems, and all other bodies or accumulations of water, surface and
underground, natural or artificial, public or private, which are contained within, flow through, or border upon
this State or any portion thereof." [82 O.S. § 1084.2(3)].
   "Watershed" means the drainage area of a waterbody including all direct or indirect tributaries.
   "Yearly mean standard" means the arithmetic mean of historical data from October 1976 to September
1983 except as otherwise provided in Appendix F of this Chapter, plus one standard deviation of the mean. The
moving yearly mean standard is an average of the last five years of available data.
   "Zone of passage" means a three-dimensional zone expressed as a volume in the receiving stream
through which mobile aquatic organisms may traverse the stream past a discharge without being affected by it. A
regulatory zone of passage is described in OAC 252:730-5-26.

SUBCHAPTER 3. ANTIDEGRADATION REQUIREMENTS

252:730-3-2. Applications of antidegradation policy
(a) Application to Outstanding Resource Waters (ORW). Certain waters of the state constitute an outstanding
resource or have exceptional recreational and/or ecological significance. These waters include streams
designated "Scenic River" or "ORW" in Appendix A of this Chapter, and waters of the State located within
watersheds of Scenic Rivers. Additionally, these may include waters located within National and State parks,
forests, wilderness areas, wildlife management areas, and wildlife refuges, and waters which contain species
listed pursuant to the federal Endangered Species Act as described in OAC 252:730-5-25(c)(2)(A) and OAC
252:740-13-6(c). No degradation of water quality shall be allowed in these waters.
(b) Application to High Quality Waters (HQW). It is recognized that certain waters of the state possess
existing water quality which exceeds those levels necessary to support propagation of fishes, shellfishes,
wildlife, and recreation in and on the water. These high quality waters shall be maintained and protected.
(c) Application to Sensitive Public and Private Water Supplies (SWS) and SWS-R. It is recognized that
certain public and private water supplies possess conditions that make them more susceptible to pollution events
and require additional protection. These sensitive water supplies shall be maintained and protected.
(d) Application to beneficial uses. Except as provided by 2727A O.S. § 1-3-101(B), and subject to the
provisions of 85 O.S. § 1085.3027A O.S. § 2-6-103.2, no water quality degradation which will interfere with the
attainment or maintenance of an existing or designated beneficial use shall be allowed.
(e) Application to improved waters. As the quality of any waters of the state improve, no degradation of such
improved waters shall be allowed.

SUBCHAPTER 5. SURFACE WATER QUALITY STANDARDS

PART 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

252:730-5-2. Beneficial uses: existing and designated
(a) Beneficial uses are designated for all waters of the state. Such uses are protected through the restrictions
imposed by the antidegradation policy statement, narrative criteria and numerical standards. Some uses require
higher quality water than others. When multiple uses are assigned to the same waters, all such uses shall be
protected. Beneficial uses are also protected by permits or other authorizations issued to meet these Standards
for point sources and through practical management or regulatory programs for nonpoint sources. The criteria to
protect the beneficial uses designated in OAC 252:730-5-3 or in Appendix A of this Chapter for certain surface
waters of the state are described in sections OAC 252:730-5-10 through OAC 252:730-5-20 of this Chapter.



(b) Beneficial uses designated in OAC 252:730-5-3 or in Appendix A of this Chapter for certain surface waters
of the state may be downgraded to a lower use or removed entirely, or subcategories of such designated uses
may be established, if:

(1) the use, despite being designated, is not a use which is or has been actually attained in the water
body on or after November 28, 1975; and
(2) for the use of Fish and Wildlife Propagation, Primary Body Contact Recreation or Secondary Body
Contact Recreation, or any subcategory of such use or uses, it is demonstrated to the satisfaction of
DEQ and the U.S. E.P.A. EPA that attaining the designated use is not feasible because:

(A) naturally occurring pollutant concentrations prevent the attainment of the use, or
(B) natural, ephemeral, intermittent or low flow conditions or water levels prevent the
attainment of the use, unless these conditions may be compensated for by the discharge of
sufficient volume of effluent discharges without violating state water conservation
requirements to enable uses to be met, or
(C) human caused conditions or sources of pollution prevent the attainment of the use and
cannot be remedied or would cause more environmental damage to correct than to leave in
place, or
(D) dams, diversions or other types of hydrologic modifications preclude the attainment of the
use, and it is not feasible to restore the water body to its original condition or to operate such
modification in a way that would result in the attainment of the use, or
(E) physical conditions related to the natural features of the water body, such as the lack of a
proper substrate, cover, flow, depth, pools, riffles, and the like, unrelated to water quality,
preclude attainment of aquatic life protection uses, or
(F) controls more stringent than those required by sections 301(b) and 306 of the federal
Clean Water Act as amended would result in substantial and widespread economic and social
impact; and

(3) such downgrade, removal, or establishment of a subcategory will maintain or improve the quality of
water affected.

252:730-5-4. Applicability of narrative and numerical criteria
(a) For purposes of permitting discharges for attainment of numerical criteria or establishing site specific site-
specific criteria, streamflows of the greater of 1.0 1 cfs or 7Q2  the regulatory low flow shall be used to
determine appropriate permit conditions unless otherwise provided in OAC 252:730 or OAC 252:740.
(b) When numerical criteria do not apply, water column conditions including dissolved oxygen concentrations,
organoleptic compounds, nutrients, and oil and grease shall be maintained to prevent nuisance conditions caused
by man's activities.
(c) Narrative criteria listed in this Chapter shall be maintained at all times and apply to all surface waters of the
state.
(d) If more than one narrative or numerical criteria is assigned to a stream, the most stringent shall be
maintained.

PART 3. BENEFICIAL USES AND CRITERIA TO PROTECT USES

252:730-5-9. General narrative criteria
(a) Minerals. Increased mineralization from elements such as, but not limited to, calcium, magnesium, sodium
and their associated anions shall not impair any beneficial use. Derivations of certain historic concentrations can
be found in Appendix F of this Chapter.
(b) Solids (suspended and/or settleable). The surface waters of the state shall be maintained so as to be
essentially free of floating debris, bottom deposits, scum, foam and other materials, including suspended
substances of a persistent nature, from other than natural sources.
(c) Taste and odor. Taste and odor producing substances from other than natural origin shall not interfere with
the production of a potable water supply by modern treatment methods; or produce abnormal flavors, colors,



tastes, and odors in fish flesh or other edible wildlife,; or result in offensive odors in the vicinity of the water,; or
otherwise impair any beneficial use.
(d) Nutrients. Nutrients from point source discharges or other sources shall not cause excessive growth of
periphyton, phytoplankton, or aquatic macrophyte communities which impairs any existing or designated
beneficial use.

252:730-5-10. Public and private water supplies
   The following criteria apply to surface waters of the state having the designated beneficial use of Public
and Private Water Supplies:

(1) Raw water numerical criteria. For surface water designated as public and private water supplies,
the numerical criteria for substances identified under the "Public and Private Water Supply (Raw
Water)" column in Table 2 of Appendix G of this Chapter shall not be exceeded. Raw water numerical
criteria are considered long-term average standards. For purposes of permitting discharges for
attainment of these standards, the permitting authority shall use long-term average receiving stream
flows and complete mixing of effluent and receiving water to determine appropriate permit limits.
(2) Radioactive materials.

(A) There shall be no discharge of radioactive materials in excess of the criteria found in Title
10 Code of Federal Regulations Part 20, Appendix B, Table 2.
(B) The concentration of gross alpha particles shall not exceed the criteria specified in (A) (i)
through (D) (iv) of this subparagraph, or the naturally occurring concentration, whichever is
higher.

(i) The combined dissolved concentration of Radium-226 and Radium-228, and
Strontium-90, shall not exceed 5 picocuries/liter, and 8 picocuries/liter, respectively.
(ii) Gross alpha particle concentrations, including Radium-226 but excluding radon
and uranium, shall not exceed 15 picocuries/liter.
(iii) The gross beta concentration shall not exceed 50 picocuries/liter.
(iv) The average annual concentration of beta particle and photon radioactivity from
man-made radionuclides in waters having the designated use of Public and Private
Water Supply shall not produce an annual dose equivalent to the total body or any
internal organ greater than 4 millirem/year.

(3) Coliform bacteria.
(A) The bacteria of the total coliform group shall not exceed a monthly geometric mean of
5,000/100 ml mL at a point of intake for public or private water supply.
(B) The geometric mean will be determined by multiple tube fermentation or membrane filter
procedures based on a minimum of not less than five (5)four (4) samples taken over a period
of not more than thirty (30) days.
(C) Further, in no more than 5% of the total samples during any thirty (30)-day period shall
the bacteria of the total coliform group exceed 20,000/100 20,000 cfu per 100 mL.
(D) In cases where both public and private water supply and primary body contact recreation
uses are designated, the primary body contact criteria will apply.

(4) Oil and grease (petroleum and non-petroleum related). For Public and Private Water Supplies,
surface waters of the state shall be maintained free from oil and grease and taste and odors.
(5) General criteria.

(A) The quality of the surface waters of the state which are designated as public and private
water supplies shall be protected, maintained, and improved when feasible, so that the waters
can be used as sources of public and private raw water supplies.
(B) These waters shall be maintained so that they will not be toxic, carcinogenic, mutagenic,
or teratogenic to humans.

(6) Water column criteria to protect for the consumption of fish flesh and water.
(A) Surface waters of the state with the designated beneficial use of Public and Private Water
Supply shall be protected to allow for the consumption of fish, shellfish, and water.



(B) The water column numerical criteria to protect human health for the consumption of fish
flesh and water for the substances identified in Table 2 of Appendix G of this Chapter shall be
as prescribed under the "Fish Consumption and Water" column in Table 2 of Appendix G in
all surface waters designated with the beneficial use of Public and Private Water Supply.
Water column numerical criteria to protect human health for the consumption of fish flesh and
water are considered long-term average standards. For purposes of permitting discharges for
attainment of these standards, the permitting authority shall use long-term average receiving
stream flows and complete mixing of effluent and receiving water to determine appropriate
permit limits. Water column criteria to protect human health for the consumption of fish flesh
only may be found in the column "Fish Consumption" in Table 2 of Appendix G of this
Chapter.

(7) Chlorophyll-a numerical criterion for certain waters. The long-term average concentration of
chlorophyll-a at a depth of 0.5 meters below the surface shall not exceed 0.010 milligrams per liter
mg/L in Wister Lake, Tenkiller Ferry Reservoir, nor any waterbody designated SWS or SWS-R in
Appendix A of this Chapter. Wherever such criterion is exceeded, numerical phosphorus or nitrogen
criteria or both may be promulgated.
(8) Phosphorus numerical criterion applicable to certain waters. The long-term average total
phosphorus concentration at a depth of 0.5 meters below the surface shall not exceed 0.0168
milligrams per liter mg/L in Lake Eucha and 0.0141 milligrams per liter mg/L in Spavinaw Lake.

252:730-5-12. Fish and wildlife propagation
(a) List of subcategories. The narrative and numerical criteria in this section are designed to maintain and
protect the beneficial use classification of "Fish and Wildlife Propagation". This classification encompasses
several subcategories which are capable of sustaining different climax communities of fish and shellfish. These
subcategories are Habitat Limited Aquatic Community, Warm Water Aquatic Community, Cool Water Aquatic
Community (Excluding Lake Waters), and Trout Fishery (Put and Take).
(b) Habitat Limited Aquatic Community subcategory.

(1) Habitat limited aquatic community Habitat Limited Aquatic Community means a subcategory of
the beneficial use "Fish and Wildlife Propagation" where the water chemistry and habitat are not
adequate to support a "Warm Water Aquatic Community" because:

(A) Naturally occurring water chemistry prevents the attainment of the use; or
(B) Naturally occurring ephemeral, intermittent or low flow conditions, or water levels
prevent the attainment of the use, unless these conditions may be compensated for by the
discharge of a sufficient volume of effluent to enable uses to be met; or
(C) Human caused conditions or sources of pollution prevent the attainment of the use and
cannot be remedied or would cause more environmental damage to correct than to leave in
place; or
(D) Dams, diversions, or other types of hydrologic modifications preclude the attainment of
the use, and it is not feasible to restore the waterbody to its original condition or to operate
such modification in a way that would result in the attainment of the use; or
(E) Physical conditions related to the natural features of the waterbody, such as the lack of a
proper substrate, cover, flow, depth, pools, riffles, and the like, unrelated to water quality,
preclude attainment of the "Warm Water Aquatic Community" beneficial use.

(2) Habitat Limited Aquatic Community may also be designated where controls more stringent than
those required by sections 301(b) and 306 of the federal Clean Water Act as amended, which would be
necessary to meet standards or criteria associated with the beneficial use subcategories of Cool Water
Aquatic Community or Warm Water Aquatic Community, would result in substantial and widespread
economic and social impact.

(c) Warm Water Aquatic Community subcategory. Warm Water Aquatic Community means a subcategory of
the beneficial use category "Fish and Wildlife Propagation" where the water quality and habitat are adequate to
support intolerant climax fish communities and includes an environment suitable for the full range of warm
water benthos.



(d) Cool Water Aquatic Community subcategory. Cool Water Aquatic Community means a subcategory of the
beneficial use category "Fish and Wildlife Propagation" where the water quality, water temperature, and habitat
are adequate to support cool water climax fish communities and includes an environment suitable for the full
range of cool water benthos. Typical species may include smallmouth bass, certain darters, and stoneflies.
(e) Trout Fishery subcategory. Trout Fishery (Put and Take) means a subcategory of the beneficial use category
"Fish and Wildlife Propagation" where the water quality, water temperature, and habitat are adequate to support
a seasonal put and take trout fishery. Typical species may include trout.
(f) Criteria used in protection of Fish and Wildlife Propagation. The narrative and numerical criteria to
maintain and protect the use of "Fish and Wildlife Propagation" and its subcategories shall include:

(1) Dissolved oxygen.
(A) Dissolved oxygen (DO) criteria are designed to protect the diverse aquatic communities
of Oklahoma.
(B) Allowable loadings designed to attain these dissolved oxygen criteria are provided as
follows:

(i) For streams with sufficient historical data, the allowable load shall be based on
meeting the dissolved oxygen concentration standard at the seven-day, two-year low
flow and the appropriate seasonal temperatures prescribed in Table 1 of Appendix G
of this Chapter.
(ii) For streams lacking sufficient historical data, or when the appropriate flow is
less than one (1) cubic foot per second (cfs) 1 cfs, the allowable load shall be based
on meeting the dissolved oxygen concentration standard at one (1) 1 cfs and the
appropriate seasonal temperature.
(iii) Provided, for streams designated in OAC 252:730 Appendix A as HLAC or
WWAC which have sufficient historical data as determined by the permitting
authority, the allowable BOD load may be based upon meeting the dissolved oxygen
concentration standard at the applicable seasonal temperature and corresponding
seasonal seven-day, two-year low flow.
(iv) Provided further, in stream segments where dams or other structures have
substantially affected the historic flow regime of the stream segment, including but
not limited to the portions of the Verdigris and Arkansas Rivers constituting the
McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation System, a properly designed and
implemented site-specific hydrologic study approved by the permitting authority and
DEQ may be used to determine the appropriate regulatory low flow. In such
circumstances, the allowable BOD load may be based upon meeting the dissolved
oxygen concentration standard at the applicable seasonal temperature and the site-
specific regulatory low flow.

(C) Except for naturally occurring conditions, the dissolved oxygen criteria are as set forth in
Table 1 of Appendix G of this Chapter. Additionally;

(i) For streams, no more than two DO samples shall exhibit a DO concentration of
less than 2.0 mg/L in any given year.
(ii) For lakes, no more than 50% of the water volume shall exhibit a DO
concentration less than 2.0 mg/L. If no volumetric data is available, then no more
than 70% of the water column at any given sample site shall exhibit a DO
concentration less than 2.0 mg/L. If a lake-specific study including historical
analysis demonstrates that a different percent volume or percent water column than
described above is protective of the WWAC use, then that lake-specific result takes
precedence.

(2) Temperature.
(A) At no time shall heat be added to any surface water in excess of the amount that will raise
the temperature of the receiving water more than 2.8°C outside the mixing zone.
(B) The normal daily and seasonal variations that were present before the addition of heat
from other than natural sources shall be maintained.



(C) In streams, temperature determinations shall be made by averaging representative
temperature measurements of the cross sectionalcross-sectional area of the stream at the end
of the mixing zone.
(D) In lakes, the temperature of the water column and/or epilimnion, if thermal stratification
exists, shall not be raised more than 1.7°C above that which existed before the addition of
heat of artificial origin, based upon the average of temperatures taken from the surface to the
bottom of the lake, or surface to the bottom of the epilimnion if the lake is stratified.
(E) No heat of artificial origin shall be added that causes the receiving stream water
temperature to exceed the maximums specified below:

(i) The critical temperature plus 2.8°C in warm water and habitat limited aquatic
community Warm Water and Habitat Limited Aquatic Community streams and
lakes, except in the segment of the Arkansas River from Red Rock Creek to the
headwaters of Keystone Reservoir where the maximum temperature shall not exceed
34.4°C.
(ii) 28.9°C in streams designated cool water aquatic community Cool Water Aquatic
Community.
(iii) 20°C in streams designated trout fishery Trout Fishery (put and take) (Put and
Take).

(F) Water in privately-owned reservoirs used in the process of cooling water for industrial
purposes is exempt from these temperature restrictions, provided the water released from any
such lake or reservoir into a stream system shall meet the water quality standards of the
receiving stream.

(3) pH (hydrogen ion activity). The pH values shall be between 6.5 and 9.0 in waters designated for
fish and wildlife propagation Fish and Wildlife Propagation, unless pH values outside that range are
due to natural conditions.
(4) Oil and grease (petroleum and non-petroleum related).

(A) All waters having the designated beneficial use of any subcategory of Fish and Wildlife
Propagation shall be maintained free of oil and grease to prevent a visible sheen of oil or
globules of oil or grease on or in the water.
(B) Oil and grease shall not be present in quantities that adhere to stream banks and coat
bottoms of water courses or which cause deleterious effects to the biota.

(5) Biological criteria.
(A) Aquatic life in all waterbodies with the beneficial use designation of Fish and Wildlife
Propagation (excluding waters designated "Trout, put-and-takePut and Take") shall not
exhibit degraded conditions as indicated by one or both of the following:

(i) Comparative regional reference data from a station of reasonably similar
watershed size or flow, habitat type, and Fish and Wildlife beneficial use
subcategory designation or
(ii) By comparison with historical data from the waterbody being evaluated.

(B) Compliance with the biological criteria to protect Fish and Wildlife Propagation set forth
in this paragraph shall be based upon measures including, but not limited to, diversity,
similarity, community structure, species tolerance, trophic structure, dominant species, indices
of biotic integrity (IBI's)(IBIs), indices of wellbeing (IWB's)(IBWs), or other measures.

(6) Toxic substances (for protection of fish and wildlife).
(A) Surface waters of the state shall not exhibit acute toxicity and shall not exhibit chronic
toxicity outside the chronic regulatory mixing zone. Acute test failure and chronic test failure
shall be used to determine discharger compliance with these narrative aquatic life toxics
criteria. The narrative criterion specified in this subparagraph (A) which prohibits acute
toxicity shall be maintained at all times and shall apply to all surface waters of the state. The
narrative criterion specified in this subparagraph (A) which prohibits chronic toxicity shall
apply at all times outside the chronic regulatory mixing zone and within the zone of passage
to all waters of the state except:



(i) When a discharge into surface waters designated with the Fish and Wildlife
Propagation beneficial use complies with and meets the discharge permit limitations
but the flow immediately upstream from the discharge is less than one (1) cubic foot
per second 1 cfs or when the flow falls below the seven-day, two-year low flow,
whichever is larger. For purposes of the permitting process, the regulatory low flow
shall be the larger of one (1) cubic foot per second 1 cfs or the seven-day, two-year
low flow; and
(ii) To streams listed as ephemeral in Appendix A.

(B) Procedures to implement these narrative criteria are found in OAC 252:740 Subchapter 3.
(C) Toxicants for which there are specific numerical criteria are listed in Table 2 of Appendix
G of this Chapter.
(D) For toxicants not specified in Table 2 of Appendix G of this Chapter, concentrations of
toxic substances with bio-concentration factors of 5 or less shall not exceed 0.1 of published
LC50 value(s) for sensitive representative species using standard testing methods, giving
consideration to site-specific water quality characteristics.
(E) Concentrations of toxic substances with bio-concentration factors greater than 5 shall not
exceed 0.01 of published LC50 value(s) for sensitive representative species using standard
testing methods, giving consideration to site-specific water quality characteristics.
(F) Permit limits to prevent toxicity caused by discharge of chlorine and ammonia are
determined pursuant to the narrative criteria contained within (A) and (B) of this paragraph.
(G) The acute and chronic numerical criteria listed in the "Fish and Wildlife Propagation"
column in Table 2 of Appendix G of this Chapter apply to all waters of the state designated
with any of the beneficial use sub-categories of Fish and Wildlife Propagation. The numerical
criteria which prohibit acute toxicity apply outside the acute regulatory mixing zone.

(i) The numerical criteria specified in Table 2 of Appendix G which prohibit chronic
toxicity shall apply at all times outside the chronic regulatory mixing zone and
within the zone of passage to all waters of the state except:

(I) When a discharge into surface waters designated with the Fish and
Wildlife Propagation beneficial use complies with and meets the discharge
permit limitations but the flow immediately upstream from the discharge is
less than one (1) cubic foot per second 1 cfs or when the flow falls below
the seven-day, two-year low flow, whichever is larger. For purposes of the
permitting process, the regulatory low flow shall be the larger of one (1)
cubic foot per second 1 cfs or the seven-day, two-year low flow; and
(II) To streams listed as ephemeral in Appendix A.

(ii) Equations are presented in Table 2 of Appendix G for those substances whose
toxicity varies with water chemistry.

(H) For purposes of assessment per OAC 252:740-15-5, the conversion factors identified in
Table 3 of Appendix G of this Chapter may be used to convert the total recoverable metals
criteria set forth in Table 2 of Appendix G into dissolved metals values. Such dissolved metals
values may be determined by multiplying the total recoverable numerical criteria in OAC
252:730 Appendix G, Table 2 by the conversion factors identified in Table 3 of Appendix G.

(7) Turbidity.
(A) Turbidity from other than natural sources shall be restricted to not exceed the following
numerical limits:

(i) Cool Water Aquatic Community/Trout Fisheries: 10 NTUs;
(ii) Lakes: 25 NTUs; and
(iii) Other surface waters: 50 NTUs.

(B) In waters where background turbidity exceeds these values, turbidity from point sources
shall be restricted to not exceed ambient levels.
(C) Numerical criteria listed in (A) of this paragraph apply only to seasonal base flow
conditions.



(D) Elevated turbidity levels may be expected during, and for several days after, a runoff
event.

(8) Sediments. Concentrations or loads of suspended or bedded sediments that are caused by human
activity shall not impair the Fish and Wildlife Propagation use or any subcategory thereof.

252:730-5-13. Agriculture
(a) General. The surface waters of the state shall be maintained so that toxicity does not inhibit continued
ingestion by livestock or irrigation of crops.
(b) Definitions. The following words and terms, when used in this Section, shall have the following meaning
unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:

(1) "Long-term average concentration" means the arithmetic mean of at least ten samples taken across
at least twelve months.
(2) "Short-term average concentration" means the arithmetic mean of all samples taken during any 30-
day period.

(c) Subcategories of the Agriculture beneficial use.
(1) The narrative and numerical criteria stated or referenced in this sectionSection and in Appendix F of
this chapterChapter are designed to maintain and protect the beneficial use classification of
"Agriculture". This classification encompasses two subcategories which are capable of sustaining
different agricultural applications. These subcategories are Irrigation Agriculture and Livestock
Agriculture.
(2) Irrigation Agriculture means a subcategory of the Agriculture beneficial use requiring water quality
conditions that are dictated by individual crop tolerances.
(3) Livestock Agriculture is a subcategory of the Agriculture beneficial use requiring much less
stringent protection than crop irrigation.
(4) If a waterbody is designated in Appendix A of this Chapter with the Agriculture beneficial use but
does not have a designation of a subcategory thereof, the criteria for Irrigation Agriculture shall be
applicable.

(d) Highly saline water. Highly saline water should be used with best management practices as outlined in
"Diagnosis and Reclamation of Saline Soils," United States Department of Agriculture Handbook No. 60 (1958).
(e) General criteria for the protection of Irrigation Agriculture. This subsection prescribes general criteria to
protect the Irrigation Agriculture subcategory. For chlorides, sulfates and total dissolved solids at 180 °C (see
Standard Methods), the arithmetic mean of the concentration of the samples taken for a year in a particular
segment shall not exceed the historical "yearly mean standard" determined from the table in Appendix F of this
Chapter. For permitting purposes, the long-term average concentration shall not exceed the yearly mean
standard. Yearly mean standards shall be implemented by the permitting authority using the greater of 1.47 cfs or
long-term average flows and complete mixing of effluent and receiving water. For permitting purposes, the short
term average concentration shall not exceed the sample standard. Sample standards shall be implemented by the
permitting authority using the greater of 1.0 1 cfs or short term average flows and complete mixing of effluent
and receiving water. The data from sampling stations in each segment are averaged, and the mean chloride,
sulfate, and total dissolved solids at 180 °C are presented in Appendix F of this Chapter. Segment averages shall
be used unless more appropriate data are available.
(f) Historic concentrations. The table in Appendix F of this Chapter contains statistical values from historical
water quality data of mineral constituents. In cases where mineral content varies within a segment, the most
pertinent data available should be used.
(g) Criteria to protect Irrigation Agriculture subcategory. For the purpose of protecting the Irrigation
Agriculture subcategory, neither long-term average concentrations nor short term short-term average
concentrations of minerals shall be required to be less than 700 mg/L for TDS, nor less than 250 mg/L for either
chlorides or sulfates.
(h) Criteria to protect Livestock Agriculture subcategory. For the purpose of protecting the Livestock
Agriculture subcategory, neither long-term average concentrations nor short term short-term average
concentrations of minerals shall be required to be less than 2500 mg/L for TDS.



(i) Support tests. For purposes of assessment, listing and reporting under sections Sections 303(d) and 305(b) of
the federal Clean Water Act as amended, the procedure for determining use support of the Agriculture beneficial
use or any subcategory thereof with respect to TDS, chlorides and sulfates shall be as follows:

(1) The Agriculture beneficial use designated for a waterbody shall be deemed to be fully supported
with respect to TDS or chlorides or sulfates if both the mean of all sample concentrations calculated for
that parameter from that waterbody do not exceed the yearly mean standard prescribed in OAC
252:730 Appendix F or site specific site-specific criteria prescribed in OAC 252:730 Appendix E, and
no more than 10% of the sample concentrations from that waterbody exceed the sample standard
prescribed in OAC 252:730 Appendix F or site specific criteria site-specific criteris prescribed in OAC
252:730 Appendix E.
(2) The Agriculture beneficial use designated for a waterbody shall be deemed to be not supported with
respect to TDS or chlorides or sulfates if either the mean of all sample concentrations calculated for
that parameter from that waterbody exceeds the yearly mean standard prescribed in OAC 252:730
Appendix F or site specific site-specific criteria prescribed in OAC 252:730 Appendix E, or greater
than 10% of the sample concentrations from that waterbody exceed the sample standard prescribed in
Appendix F or site specific site-specific criteria prescribed in OAC 252:730 Appendix E. Provided, if
the sample concentrations are each less than 700 mg/L for TDS, or less than 250 mg/L for either
chlorides or sulfates, then the Agriculture beneficial use shall be deemed to be fully supported for that
parameter.

252:730-5-16. Primary Body Contact Recreation
(a) Primary Body Contact Recreation involves direct body contact with the water where a possibility of
ingestion exists. In these cases the water shall not contain chemical, physical or biological substances in
concentrations that are irritating to skin or sense organs or are toxic or cause illness upon ingestion by human
beings.
(b) In waters designated for Primary Body Contact Recreation the following limits for bacteria set forth in (c) of
this section Section shall apply only during the recreation period of May 1 to September 30. The criteria for
Secondary Body Contact Recreation will apply during the remainder of the year.
(c) Compliance with OAC 252:730-5-16 shall be based upon meeting the requirements of one of the options
specified in (1) or (2) of this subsection (c) for bacteria. Upon selection of one (1) group or test method, said
method shall be used exclusively over the time period prescribed therefore. Provided, where concurrent data
exist for multiple bacterial indicators on the same waterbody or waterbody segment, no criteria exceedances
shall be allowed for any indicator group.

(1) Escherichia coli (E. coli): The E. coli geometric mean criterion is 126/100 ml. For swimming
advisory and permitting purposes, E. coli shall not exceed a monthly geometric mean of 126/100 ml
based upon a minimum of not less than five (5) samples collected over a period of not more than thirty
(30) days. For swimming advisory and permitting purposes, no sample shall exceed a 75% one-sided
confidence level of 235/100 ml in lakes and high use waterbodies and the 90% one-sided confidence
level of 406/100 ml in all other Primary Body Contact Recreation beneficial use areas. These values
are based upon all samples collected over the recreation period. For purposes of sections 303(d) and
305(b) of the federal Clean Water Act as amended, beneficial use support status shall be assessed using
only the geometric mean criterion of 126/100 milliliters compared to the geometric mean of all samples
collected over the recreation period.For swimming advisory purposes, no sample shall exceed a 75%
one-sided confidence level of 235 cfu per 100 mL in all Primary Body Contact Recreation beneficial
use areas. This value is based on samples collected over the recreation period. For permitting
purposes, E. coli shall not exceed a monthly geometric mean of 126 cfu per 100 mL based upon a
minimum of not less than five (5) samples collected over a period of not more than thirty (30) days. 
Within the same 30-day interval, there should not be greater than a ten percent excursion of the
statistical threshold value of 406 cfu per 100 mL.  These values are based upon all samples collected
over the recreation period.  The Secondary Body Contact Recreation criteria shall apply during the
remainder of the year. 



For purposes of Sections 303(d) and 305(b) of the federal Clean Water Act as amended, beneficial use
support status shall be assessed using only the geometric mean criterion of 126 cfu per 100 mL
compared to the geometric mean of all samples collected over the recreation period.
(2) Enterococci: The Enterococci geometric mean criterion is 33/100 ml. For swimming advisory and
permitting purposes, Enterococci shall not exceed a monthly geometric mean of 33/100 ml based upon
a minimum of not less than five (5) samples collected over a period of not more than thirty (30) days.
For swimming advisory and permitting purposes, no sample shall exceed a 75% one-sided confidence
level of 61/100 ml in lakes and high use waterbodies and the 90% one-sided confidence level of
108/100 ml in all other Primary Body Contact Recreation beneficial use areas. These values are based
upon all samples collected over the recreation period. For purposes of sections 303(d) and 305(b) of the
federal Clean Water Act as amended, beneficial use support status shall be assessed using only the
geometric mean criterion of 33/100 milliliters compared to the geometric mean of all samples collected
over the recreation period.For swimming advisory purposes, no sample shall exceed a 75% one-sided
confidence level of 61 cfu per 100 mL in all Primary Body Contact Recreation beneficial use areas. 
This value is based on samples collected over the recreation period. For permitting purposes,
enterococci shall not exceed a monthly geometric mean of 33 cfu per 100 mL based upon a minimum
of not less than five (5) samples collected over a period of not more than thirty (30) days.  Within the
same 30-day interval, there should not be greater than a ten percent excursion of the statistical
threshold value of 108 cfu per 100 mL.  These values are based upon all samples collected over the
recreation period.  The Secondary Body Contact Recreation criteria shall apply during the remainder of
the year. 
For purposes of Sections 303(d) and 305(b) of the federal Clean Water Act as amended, beneficial use
support status shall be assessed using only the geometric mean criterion of 33 cfu per 100 mL
compared to the geometric mean of all samples collected over the recreation period.

252:730-5-17. Secondary Body Contact Recreation
(a) The water quality requirements for Secondary Body Contact Recreation are usually not as stringent as for
Primary Body Contact Recreation. The Secondary Body Contact Recreation beneficial use is designated where
ingestion of water is not anticipated.  Associated activities may include boating, fishing, or wading.
(b) The Secondary Body Contact Recreation beneficial use is designated where ingestion of water is not
anticipated. Secondary Body Contact Recreation criteria are calculated using a ratio of water ingestion during
secondary activities compared to primary activities.  The criterion was calculated using ingestion numbers for
kayaking, the Secondary Body Contact Recreation activity with the highest measured ingestion rate.
(c) Associated activities may include boating, fishing, or wading. Escherichia coli (E. coli): The E. coli
geometric mean criterion is 242 per 100 mL, and the statistical threshold value is 781 per 100 mL.  For purposes
of Sections 303(d) and 305(b) of the Clean Water Act as amended, beneficial use support status shall be assessed
using only the geometric mean criterion of 242 per 100 mL. For permitting purposes, E. coli shall not exceed a
monthly geometric mean of 242 cfu per 100 mL based upon a minimum of not less than four (4) samples
collected over a period of not more than thirty (30) days.  Within the same 30-day interval, there should not be
greater than a ten percent excursion of the statistical threshold value of 781 cfu per 100 mL.
(d) Waters so designated shall be maintained to be free from human pathogens in numbers which may produce
adverse health effects in humans. Enterococci: The enterococci geometric mean is 63 per 100 mL, and the
statistical threshold value is 208 per 100 mL.  For purposes of Sections 303(d) and 305(b) of the Clean Water
Act as amended, beneficial use support status shall be assessed using only the geometric mean criterion of 63 per
100 mL. For permitting purposes, enterocci shall not exceed a monthly geometric mean of 63 cfu per 100 mL
based upon a minimum of not less than four (4) samples collected over a period of not more than thirty (30)
days.  Within the same 30-day interval, there should not be greater than a ten percent excursion of the statistical
threshold value of 208 cfu per 100 mL.

PART 5. SPECIAL PROVISIONS



252:730-5-25. Implementation policies for the antidegradation policy statement
(a) The following provisions set forth exceptions to the limitations stated in OAC 252:730-5-25(c) for additional
protection of certain waters of the state:

(1) The limitations contained in OAC 252:730-5-25(c)(1) for additional protection of Outstanding
Resource Waters shall apply to all discharges from point sources, except such limitations do not apply
to discharges of stormwater from temporary construction activities. Discharges of stormwater from
point sources existing as of June 25, 1992, whether or not such stormwater discharges were permitted
as point sources prior to June 25, 1992, are also excepted from the OAC 252:730-5-25(c)(1) rule
prohibiting any new point source discharges, but such stormwater discharges are prohibited from
increased load of any pollutant.
(2) The limitations for additional protection of Appendix B Waters (OAC 252:730-5-25(c)(2)), High
Quality Waters (OAC 252:730-5-25(c)(3)), Sensitive Public and Private Water Supplies (OAC
252:730-5-25(c)(4)), and SWS-R waterbodies (OAC 252:730-5-25(c)(8)) shall apply to discharges
from all point sources except point source discharges of stormwater.

(b) For purposes of OAC 252:730-5-25, the term "specified pollutants" means:
(1) Oxygen demanding substances, measured as Carbonaceous Biochemical Oxygen Demand (CBOD)
and/or Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD);
(2) Ammonia Nitrogen and/or Total Organic Nitrogen;
(3) Phosphorus;
(4) Total Suspended Solids (TSS);
(5) Such other substances as may be determined by DEQ.

(c) The following limitations for additional protection apply to various waters of the state:
(1) Outstanding Resource Waters (ORW).

(A) Outstanding Resource Waters (ORW) are those waters of the state which constitute
outstanding resources or are of exceptional recreational and/or ecological significance as
described in OAC 252:730-3-2(a).
(B) The following waterbodies are prohibited from having any new point source discharge(s)
of any pollutant or increased load of any pollutant from existing point source discharge(s):

(i) Waterbodies designated "ORW" and/or "Scenic River" in Appendix A of this
Chapter;
(ii) Waterbodies located within the watersheds of waterbodies designated "Scenic
River" in Appendix A of this Chapter; and
(iii) Waterbodies located within the boundaries of Appendix B areas which are
specifically designated "ORW" in Appendix A of this Chapter.

(2) Appendix B Waters.
(A) Appendix B waters are those waters of the state which are located within the boundaries
of areas listed in Appendix B of this Chapter, including but not limited to the National and
State parks, forests, wilderness areas, wildlife management areas, and wildlife refuges.
Appendix B also may include those areas which are inhabited by federally listed, threatened
or endangered species, and other appropriate areas.
(B) Only those Appendix B waters specifically designated "ORW" in Appendix A of this
Chapter shall be afforded the limitations for additional protection described in OAC 252:730-
5-25(c)(1)(B).
(C) New discharges or increased loading from existing discharges to Appendix B waters may
be allowed under such conditions that ensure that the recreational and ecological significance
of these waters will be maintained.
(D) Discharges or other activities associated with those waters listed in Appendix B, Table 2
containing federally listed threatened or endangered species may be restricted through
agreements between appropriate regulatory agencies and the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service.

(3) High Quality Waters (HQW).



(A) High Quality Waters (HQW) are those waters of the state whose historic water quality
and physical habitat provide conditions suitable for the support of sensitive and intolerant
climax communities of aquatic organisms whether or not that waterbody currently contains
such a community, support high levels of recreational opportunity, and are designated "HQW"
waters in Appendix A of this Chapter. These waters will generally have higher quality habitat,
a more diverse and more intolerant biotic community, and, as a result, may provide more
ecological refuges and recreational opportunities than other waters in the same ecoregion with
similar chemistry and physical conditions.
(B) All waterbodies designated with the limitation indicated by the letters "HQW" in
Appendix A are prohibited from having any new point source discharge(s) of any pollutant or
increased load or concentration of specified pollutants from existing point source
discharge(s), provided however that new point source discharge(s) or increased load of
specified pollutants described in OAC 252:730-5-25(b) may be approved by the permitting
authority in those circumstances where the discharger demonstrates to the satisfaction of the
permitting authority that a new point source discharge or increased load from an existing
point source discharge will result in maintaining or improving the level of water quality
which exceeds that necessary to support recreation and propagation of fishes, shellfishes, and
wildlife of the direct receiving water and downstream waterbodies designated HQW. As
specified in OAC 252:730-3-2(b) and (d), no discharge of any pollutant to a water designated
HQW may lower existing water quality.
(C) Waters designated HQW after July 1, 2007 will demonstrate (1) 95% of water quality
measurements for multiple parameters from metals, organics, and general physicochemical
water quality descriptors better than the promulgated criteria in Appendix G of this chapter
Chapter at multiple stations on the segment, (2) an unimpaired biological community as
determined by the application of Appendix C of Title 252 Chapter 740, and (3) significant
local support for promulgation of the HQW designation.

(4) Sensitive Public and Private Water Supplies (SWS).
(A) Waters designated "SWS" are those waters of the state which constitute sensitive public
and private water supplies as a result of their unique physical conditions and are listed in
Appendix A of this Chapter as "SWS" waters. These are waters (a) currently used as water
supply reservoirs, (b) that generally possess a watershed of less than approximately 100
square miles, or (c) as otherwise designated by DEQ.
(B) New point source discharges of any pollutant after June 11, 1989, and increased load of
any specified pollutant from any point source discharge existing as of June 11, 1989, shall be
prohibited in any waterbody or watershed designated in Appendix A of this Chapter with the
limitation "SWS". Any discharge of any pollutant to a waterbody designated "SWS" which
would, if it occurred, lower existing water quality shall be prohibited, provided however that
new point source discharge(s) or increased load of specified pollutants described in OAC
252:730-5-25(b) may be approved by the permitting authority in those circumstances where
the discharger demonstrates to the satisfaction of the permitting authority that a new point
source discharge or increased load from an existing point source discharge will result in
maintaining or improving the water quality of both the direct receiving water and any
downstream waterbodies designated SWS.

(5) Prioritization of limitations. In situations where more than one beneficial use limitation exists for
a waterbody, the more stringent limitation shall apply.
(6) Non-Point source discharges or runoff. Best management practices for control of non-point
source discharges or runoff should be implemented in watersheds of waterbodies designated "ORW,"
"HQW," "SWS," or "SWS-R" in Appendix A of this Chapter and/or located within areas listed in
Appendix B provided however that development of conservation plans shall be required in sub-
watersheds where discharges or runoff from non-point sources are identified as causing, or
significantly contributing to, degradation in a waterbody designated "ORW".
(7) Culturally Significant Waters (CSW).



(A) Waters designated as CSW in Appendix A of this Chapter are those identified by
recognized tribal authorities as critical to maintaining the waters' utility for cultural, historic,
recreational, or ceremonial uses and which may require more stringent protection measures to
protect human health or aquatic life or both.
(B) All activities associated with a CSW may require consultation with the duly authorized
Tribal authority to assure that the proposed activity is consistent with applicable tribal
environmental laws.

(8) Sensitive Public and Private Water Supplies with Reuse (SWS-R).
(A) Waters designated "SWS-R" are those waters of the state which constitute sensitive public
and private water supplies that may be augmented with reclaimed municipal water for the
purpose of indirect potable reuse (IPR). SWS-R waterbodies are identified in Appendix A of
this Chapter. These are waters currently used as water supply reservoirs, that generally
possess a watershed of less than approximately 100 square miles, or as otherwise designated
by DEQ.
(B) New point source discharges of any pollutant after June 11, 1989, and increased load of
any specified pollutant from any point source discharge existing as of June 11, 1989, shall be
prohibited in any waterbody or watershed designated in Appendix A of this Chapter with the
limitation "SWS-R" except as outlined in 8(C) below.
(C) New point source municipal wastewater discharges or increased loading from existing
point source municipal wastewater discharges to a SWS-R waterbody or watershed shall
achieve a minimum level of effluent quality that is attainable using demonstrated treatment
technologies or other alternatives. Approaches for required technology-based limitations
and/or other alternatives are outlined in OAC 252:740-13-4(e). A discharge to a SWS-R
waterbody may be permitted provided:

(i) A determination of the waterbody's assimilative capacity for all applicable
narrative and numeric criteria shall be the responsibility of the discharger;
(ii) If assimilative capacity exists for any applicable narrative or numeric criteria, the
discharger shall document what portion, if any, of the assimilative capacity is
reasonable to maintain. If it is proposed that it is not reasonable to maintain any, or a
portion, of the assimilative capacity, a report consistent with all 40 CFRC.F.R. §
131.12(a)(2) requirements describing the available assimilative capacity and
providing justification for consuming all or a portion of the assimilative capacity
shall be submitted by the discharger to DEQ for review;
(iii) DEQ may approve both the determination of assimilative capacity and the
proposed consumption of any, or all, of the assimilative capacity if it is found to be
necessary based on the aforementioned report and consistent with the requirements
described in 40 C.F.R. CFR 131.12(a)(2);
(iv) All existing and designated beneficial uses of the receiving waterbody and
downstream waterbodies shall be maintained, and the discharge shall not impair
human health even during drought of record conditions.

(D) SWS-R waterbodies, with permitted discharge, shall be technically evaluated by
permitted parties at least once every five years to determine the attainment or nonattainment
of beneficial uses. Technical evaluation reports, including all data and information necessary
to allow independent analysis, shall be submitted to the permitting authority for review. If the
report documents nonattainment of a beneficial use(s) resulting from the discharge, the
permitting authority shall consider actions including, but not limited to, additional permit
requirements, cessation of the discharge, and or a recommendation to DEQ to revoke the
SWS-R waterbody classification.

252:730-5-26. Mixing zones and zones of passage
(a) Mixing zones.



(1) In streams, the chronic regulatory mixing zone extends downstream a distance equivalent to
thirteen (13) times the width of the water within the receiving stream at the point of effluent discharge
and encompasses 25% of the total stream flow of the 7Q2 regulatory low flow or 1 cfs, whichever is
larger, immediately downstream of the point of effluent discharge.
(2) The acute regulatory mixing zone is encompassed by the R = 0.01 (cfs-1) isopleth. R is the ratio of
concentration to wasteload.
(3) Acute toxicity within the mixing zone is prohibited.
(4) Mixing zones in lakes shall be designated on a case-by-case basis.
(5) The water quality in a portion of the mixing zone may be unsuitable for certain beneficial uses.
(6) Where overlapping mixing zones occur because of multiple outfalls, the total length of the chronic
regulatory mixing zone will extend thirteen (13) stream widths downstream from the downstream
discharge point.

(b) Zones of passage.
(1) All discharges permitted for any criteria listed for protection of fish and wildlife propagation shall
be regulated to ensure that a zone of passage shall be maintained within the stream at the outfall and
adjacent to the mixing zone that shall be no less than seventy-five percent (75%) of the volume of flow.
(2) Water quality standards shall be maintained throughout the zone of passage.
(3) Zones of passage in lakes shall be designated on a case-by-case basis.

SUBCHAPTER 7. GROUNDWATER QUALITY STANDARDS

252:730-7-3. Groundwater classifications, beneficial uses and vulnerability levels
(a) Classifications. Classification of all groundwater shall be designated as follows:

(1) (Class I): RESERVED
(2) General Use Groundwater (Class II): These are groundwaters which have good quality due to
natural conditions and generally have a mean concentration of total dissolved solids of less than 3,000
milligrams per liter mg/L.
(3) Limited Use Groundwater (Class III): These are groundwaters which have poor quality due to
natural conditions and generally have a mean concentration of total dissolved solids of greater than or
equal to 3000 milligrams per liter 3,000 mg/L but less than 5000 milligrams per liter 5,000 mg/L.
(4) Highly Mineralized Treatable Groundwater (Class IV): These are groundwaters which have
very poor quality due to natural conditions and generally have a mean concentration of total dissolved
solids of greater than or equal to 5000 milligrams per liter 5,000 mg/L but less than 10,000 milligrams
per liter mg/L.

(b) Beneficial uses. This subsection lists the various beneficial uses of groundwater and designates certain
beneficial uses for certain classifications of groundwater.

(1) List of beneficial uses for groundwater.
(A) Public Water Supply. The beneficial use designation of Public Water Supply refers to
those groundwaters capable of delivering suitable quantities of groundwater for municipal
consumption whether or not treatment is required.
(B) Domestic Untreated Water Supply. The beneficial use designation of Domestic
Untreated Water Supply refers to those groundwaters capable of delivering suitable quantities
of untreated groundwater for domestic consumption.
(C) Agriculture. The beneficial use designation of Agriculture refers to that groundwater
which is or could be used for irrigation or livestock watering.
(D) Industrial and Municipal Process and Cooling Water. The beneficial use designation
of Industrial and Municipal Process and Cooling Water refers to that groundwater that is or
could be used for a municipal or industrial process or cooling function.

(2) Beneficial use designations.
(A) The beneficial uses for General Use Groundwater (Class II), not identified in Appendix H
of this Chapter, shall be Domestic Untreated Water Supply, Public Water Supply, Agriculture,



and Industrial and Municipal Process and Cooling Water.
(B) The beneficial uses for Limited Use Groundwater (Class III) and Highly Mineralized
Treatable Groundwater (Class IV), not identified in Appendix H of this Chapter, shall be
Agriculture and Industrial and Municipal Process and Cooling Water.
(C) The beneficial uses for any groundwater identified in Appendix H of this Chapter shall be
as designated in that appendix.
(D) The beneficial use for groundwater which is used for water supply purposes on or after
July 1, 2000, has a mean concentration of total dissolved solids of less than 5,000 milligrams
per liter mg/L, and has not been determined by any state environmental agency to be not
suitable for human consumption, shall be Public Water Supply and or Domestic Untreated
Water Supply.
(E) A beneficial use designation for groundwater may be amended or removed only after a
demonstration to the satisfaction of the Board that meets one of the following tests:

(i) The designated use does not exist due to a condition that was not caused by
humans, and treatment using Best Available Technology will not achieve the
designated use, or
(ii) The designated use does not exist due to a condition that is attributable to
irreversible impacts caused by humans, and the remedy would cause substantial and
widespread economic and social impact.

(F) Groundwater which has had a beneficial use designation amended or removed pursuant to
(E) of this paragraph shall be identified in Appendix H of this Chapter.

(c) Vulnerability level. Groundwater in certain hydrogeologic basins is further classified according to its
vulnerability to contamination as determined by DRASTIC. Such vulnerability levels of hydrogeologic basins
shall be identified as Very Low, Low, Moderate, High, and Very High as prescribed in Table 1 of Appendix D of
this Chapter. The vulnerability level may vary within each hydrogeologic basin, depending on site-specific
hydrogeologic factors.
(d) Nutrient-vulnerable groundwater. Certain specified groundwaters shall be further subject to designation in
Table 2 of Appendix D of this Chapter as nutrient-vulnerable groundwater.

252:730-7-4. Criteria for groundwater quality protection
(a) Groundwaters of the state support many different beneficial uses. The criteria below do not require
improvement over naturally occurring background concentrations. When naturally occurring background
concentrations exceed the criterion for a given parameter, the naturally occurring background concentration may
be utilized as a criterion, if suitable. If a given parameter has more than one criterion associated with it, the most
stringent criteria shall apply to ensure beneficial use protection.
(b) The following criteria apply to all groundwaters for the protection of beneficial uses except those
groundwaters specifically referenced in OAC 252:730-7-4(c).

(1) The groundwaters of the state shall be maintained to prevent alteration of their chemical properties
by harmful substances not naturally found in groundwater.
(2) Protective measures adequate to preserve and protect background quality of the groundwater and
existing and designated groundwater basin classifications shall be maintained at all times.
(3) Protective measures shall also be sufficient to minimize the impact of pollutants on groundwater
quality.
(4) The concentration of any synthetic substance or any substance not naturally occurring in that
location shall not exceed the PQL in an unpolluted groundwater sample using laboratory technology. If
the concentration found in the test sample exceeds the PQL, or if other substances in the groundwater
are found in concentrations greater than those found in background conditions, that groundwater shall
be deemed to be polluted and corrective action may be required.

(c) For artificial aquifer recharge and/or aquifer storage and recovery activities, the criteria below and presented
in Tables 1 and 2 of Appendix I shall apply to ensure the protection of beneficial uses, as specified. Artificial
recharge and/or aquifer storage and recovery activities shall not cause or contribute to a condition of pollution or
nuisance or result in nonattainment of any applicable groundwater quality standard.
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CHAPTER 740. IMPLEMENTATION OF OKLAHOMA'S WATER
QUALITY STANDARDS

SUBCHAPTER 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

252:740-1-2. Definitions
In addition to definitions of terms found in OAC 252:730-1-2, which are incorporated herein by
reference, the following words, terms and notations, when used in this Chapter, shall have the
following meanings unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:
"7T2" means the seven-day maximum temperature likely to occur with a 50% probability each
year. The 7T2 is calculated using a moving average of seven consecutive days for each year in a
given record. These seven-day receiving stream temperature values are ranked in descending
order. An order number, m, is calculated based on the number of years of record, n, with a
recurrence interval of 2 years, as m = (n+1)/2. The mth highest average temperature is the 7T2.
"7Q2" means the 7-day low flow of a stream likely to occur with a 50% probability each. The
procedure for determining a site-specific 7Q2 is described at OAC 252:740-1-6.
"7T2" means the seven-day maximum temperature likely to occur with a 50% probability each
year. The 7T2 is calculated using a moving average of seven consecutive days for each year in a
given record. These seven-day receiving stream temperature values are ranked in descending
order. An order number, m, is calculated based on the number of years of record, n, with a
recurrence interval of 2 years, as m = (n+1)/2. The mth highest average temperature is the 7T2.
"30Q2" means the 30-day low flow of a stream likely to occur with a 50% probability each
year.  The procedure for determining a site-specific 30Q2 is described at OAC 252:740-1-6.
"A" means mean annual average flow.
"ACR" means acute to chronic ratio.
"Acute to chronic ratio" means LC50/NOEC. The NOEC is the highest concentration at which
no effect on test organisms is observed over a relatively long period. Quarterly biomonitoring
over the life of the permit is sufficient to determine the ACR if the NOEC and LC50 may be
determined. If the ACR is unknown, a default value of 10 may be used for implementation
purposes.
"Background" means the ambient condition upstream or upgradient from a facility, practice or
activity which has not been affected by that facility, practice practice, or activity.
"Beneficial use limitation" means a more stringent restriction than that required to protect the
beneficial use. A prohibition on new point sources is an example of a beneficial use limitation.
"Bioaccumulation Factor" or "BAF" is the ratio of the concentration of a chemical in the
tissue of an aquatic organism to the concentration of the chemical dissolved in ambient water at
the site of sampling.
"Board" means the Environmental Quality Board.
"BOD" means biochemical oxygen demand.
"C" means maximum concentration on the mixing zone boundary.
"C95" means the 95th percentile maximum likelihood concentration.
"CB" means background concentration.
"Ce" means effluent concentration.



"cfs" means cubic feet per second.
"Cmean" means the geometric mean of all effluent concentrations analyzed for the toxicant.
"Ct" means the appropriate criterion listed in OAC 252:730.
"CBOD" means carbonaceous biochemical oxygen demand.
"Coefficient of variation" means standard deviation divided by the mean.
"Coliform group organisms" means all of the aerobic and facultative anaerobic gram-
negative, non-spore-forming rod-shaped bacteria that ferment lactose broth with gas formation
within 48 hours at 35° C.  Measurements of bacteria can be expressed as either colony forming
units (cfu) or most probable number (MPN).
"Continuing Planning Process" or "CPP" means the most recent edition of the document
produced annually by the Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality which describes
water quality programs implemented within the State.
"Continuing toxicity" means a tendency to be toxic.
"Continuous discharge" means a discharge which occurs without interruption throughhout the
operating hours of the facility, except for infrequent shutdowns for maintenance, process
changes, or other similar activities.
"Control" means test organisms exposed to 0% effluent as part of the whole effluent toxicity
testing procedure.
"Cooling water reservoir" means a privately owned reservoir used in the process of cooling
water for industrial purposes.
"CV" means coefficient of variation.
"D" means diameter of the discharge pipe in feet.
"Dilution capacity" means a measure of the ability of the receiving stream to dilute effluent,
defined as the ratio of the regulatory effluent flow to the regulatory receiving stream flow.
"Dilution factor" or "df" means a measure of the minimum dilution that occurs on the mixing
zone boundary.
"DO" means dissolved oxygen.
"Drainage area" means the area above the discharge drained by the receiving stream.
"EPA" means the United States Environmental Protection Agency.
"Event mean concentration" means the flow-weighted average for a given storm event. The
flow-weighted average is represented as the sum of the loads calculated for a series of storm
samples divided by the sum of the discharges calculated for each of the storm samples.
"EPA" means the United States Environmental Protection Agency.
"HQW" means high quality waters as defined in OAC 252:730-3-2(b).
"Implementation Plan" means a Water Quality Standards Implementation Plan developed and
promulgated by a state environmental agency as required by 27A O.S. § 1-1-202.
"Increased load" means the mass of pollutant discharged which is greater than the permitted
mass loadings and concentrations, as appropriate, in the discharge permit effective when the
SWS, SWS-R, HQW, or ORW beneficial use limitation was assigned.
"Lake mixing zone" means a volume extending one hundred feet from the source for
implementation purposes, unless otherwise specified in OAC 252:730.
"LC50" means the lethal concentration as defined in OAC 252:730-1-2.
"LMFO" means licensed managed feeding operation as defined in 2 O.S. § 9-202.
"Mean annual average flow" means the annual mean flow found in "Statistical Summaries",
USGS publication no. 87-4205, or most recent version thereof, or other annual mean flow as



approved by the Oklahoma Water Resources Board or the permitting authority.
"Monthly average level" means the concentration of a toxicant in the permit which may not be
exceeded by the observed effluent concentration averaged over a calendar month.
"Naturally occurring condition" means any condition affecting water quality which is not
caused by human influence, including, but not limited to, soils, geology, hydrology, climate,
wildlife, and water flow with specific consideration given to seasonal and other natural
variations.
"NLW" means nutrient-limited watershed as defined in OAC 252:730-1-2.
"NOEC" means no observed effect concentration.
"Normal pool evaluation" means the elevations listed in the "Oklahoma Water Atlas",
Oklahoma Water Resources Board publication No. 135, or most recent version thereof.
"NPDES" means National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System.
"Normal pool elevation" means the elevations listed in the "Oklahoma Water Atlas",
Oklahoma Water Resources Board publication no. 135, or most recent version thereof.
"ORW" means Outstanding Resource Waters as defined in OAC 252:730-3-2(a).
"Outfall" means a point source which contains all the effluent being discharged to the receiving
water.
"Permitting authority" means state environmental agency as defined or provided in Title 27A
of the Oklahoma Statutes having jurisdiction as provided by law.
"Persistent toxicity" means toxicity due to effluent constituents which are not subject to decay,
degradation, transformation, volatilization, hydrolysis, or photolysis.
"Q*" means dilution capacity.
"Qe" means the regulatory effluent flow.
"Qel" means long-term average effluent flow.
"Qes" means short-term average effluent flow.
"Qu" means the regulatory receiving stream flow.
"Regulatory mixing zone" means the volume of receiving water described in OAC 252:730-5-
26.
"Reasonable potential factor" means the 95th percentile maximum likelihood estimator for a
lognormal distribution.
"Regulatory low flow" means a condition where the flow of water in a stream is significantly
reduced, often during prolonged dry weather.  This phenomenon is characterized by a decrease
in stream flow, which can be defined by specific statistics such as 7Q2 or 30Q2.  Regulatory low
flow is important for setting permit discharge limits and ensuring ecological protection, as it can
lead to water quality issues and affect water resources. 30Q2 shall be used only for setting
discharge permit limits for selenium.
"Regulatory mixing zone" means the volume of receiving water described in OAC 252:730-5-
26.
"Selenium fish tissue study" means a study designed to assess selenium concentrations in fish
tissue to determine if fish tissue concentrations are in compliance with state selenium fish tissue
criteria, determine reasonable potential, and/or to derive a site-specific water column criterion
element using a translator.  Prior to conducting a fish tissue study, a work plan and quality
assurance project plan shall be submitted to and approved by DEQ.
"SS" means sample standard as defined in OAC 252:730-1-2.



"Steady-state" refers to an aquatic ecosystem where the inputs are stable, and the
bioaccumulation of toxins or inputs has reached homeostasis within organisms in the system.
DEQ will require a waiting period of 6 months in rivers and streams, and 3 years in lakes
following any major changes to system inputs or discharges.
"Storm event" means precipitation, after a minimum of 72 hours has elapsed since cessation of
previous precipitation, in the watershed of a stream segment that produces a 30 percent rise in
stream flow over the average flow of the preceding 72 hours resulting from surface run-off.
"SWS" means Sensitive Public and Private Water Supplies.
"SWS-R" means waterbodies classified as sensitive public and private water supplies that may
be augmented with reclaimed municipal water for the purpose of indirect potable reuse.
"T" means maximum temperature difference at the edge of the mixing zone boundary.
"Ta" means regulatory ambient temperature.
"Tc" means the temperature criterion.
"Tf" means the 95th percentile maximum observed effluent temperature.
"TDS" means total dissolved solids at 180C.
"Total maximum daily load" or "TMDL" means the sum of individual wasteload allocations
for point sources, safety reserves, and loads from nonpoint source and natural backgrounds.
"Trophic State Index" or "TSI" means a numerical quantification of lake productivity. The
Trophic State Index shall be determined by TSI = 9.81 x Ln(chlorophyll-a) + 30.6.
"TSS" means total suspended solids.
"USGS" means United States Geological Survey.
"W" means canal width in feet.
"YMS" means yearly mean standard as defined in OAC 252:730-1-2.

252:740-1-6. Determination of regulatory low flow
(a) General.

(1) 7Q2. The 7Q2 is calculated as a moving average of seven consecutive days for each
year in a given record. These seven-day low flow values are ranked in ascending order.
An order number (m) is calculated based upon the number of years of record (n), with
a recurrence interval (R) of two years, as m = (n+1)/R, where R = two years. A value of
flow corresponding to the mth order is taken as the seven-day, two-year low flow for
those historical data.
(2) Seasonal 7Q2. The seasonal 7Q2 is calculated as a moving average of seven
consecutive days for the applicable dates specified in Table 1 of Appendix G of OAC
252:730 in a given period of record. These seven-day low flow values are ranked in
ascending order. An order number (m) is calculated based upon the number of seasons
(n) specified in Table 1 of OAC 252:730 Appendix G during the period of record, with
a recurrence interval (R) of two years, as m = (n+1)/R, where R = two years. A value of
flow corresponding to the mth order is taken as the seasonal seven-day, two-year low
flow for those historical data.
(3) 30Q2. The 30Q2 is only used in calculations for selenium.  The 30Q2 is calculated
as a moving average of thirty consecutive days for each year in a given record. These
thirty-day low flow values are ranked in ascending order.  An order number (m) is
calculated based upon the number of years of record (n), with a recurrence interval (R)



of two years, as m=(n+1)/R, where R=two years.  A value of flow corresponding to the
mth order is taken as the thirty-day, two-year low flow for those historical data.

(b) Primary method for determination. If the 7Q2 regulatory low flow or seasonal 7Q2 for a
given stream or stream segment is determinable from the United States Geological Survey
publication entitled "Statistical Summaries of Streamflow in and near Oklahoma Through 2007"
or the latest version of the Water Quality Management Plan published by the Department of
Environmental Quality, then that 7Q2 regulatory low flow and seasonal 7Q2 shall be conclusive
except as provided otherwise in this section.
(c) Alternative methods for determination of 7Q2 regulatory low flow or seasonal 7Q2.

(1) In lieu of determining the 7Q2 regulatory low flow or seasonal 7Q2 as provided in
(b) of this Section, the 7Q2 regulatory low flow for a given stream or stream segment
may be determined by an affected person or the permitting authority if all of the
following conditions are satisfied:

(A) A hydrological modification affecting the flow in the stream is
documented to the satisfaction of DEQ and the permitting authority;
(B) At least 10 years of daily flow data comporting with the requirements of
this section are available; and
(C) Data from the entire period of record for the stream, unless a different
time frame of record is approved by the Board and the permitting authority,
are used in the calculation.

(2) If the 7Q2 regulatory low flow or seasonal 7Q2 for a given stream or stream
segment is not determinable as provided in (b) or (c)(1) of this Section or if additional
daily flow data have been collected, then the 7Q2 regulatory low flow or seasonal 7Q2
for that stream or stream segment may be determined by an affected person or the
permitting authority using the calculations provided in (a) of this Section, provided at
least 10 years of daily flow data are available for that stream.
(3) If the flow is affected by contributions from gaged tributaries or other permitted
discharges, then the 7Q2 regulatory low flow or seasonal 7Q2 for a given stream or
stream segment may be determined taking those contributions at 7Q2 regulatory low
flow or seasonal 7Q2, or both, into account on a case-by-case basis if approved by
either DEQ or the permitting authority.
(4) If the 7Q2 regulatory low flow or seasonal 7Q2 for a given stream or stream
segment is not determinable as provided in (b), (c)(1), (c)(2) or (c)(3) of this Section,
then the 7Q2 regulatory low flow or seasonal 7Q2 for that stream or stream segment
may be determined by an affected person or the permitting authority using an estimate
based upon limited data only if both the method for estimating, and the estimate itself,
are approved by both the Board and permitting authority.

(d) Additional rules for 7Q2 regulatory low flow and seasonal 7Q2 determinations.
(1) Any 7Q2 regulatory low flow or seasonal 7Q2 determined with a period of record
less than 20 years shall be invalid for any purpose except the issuance of the permit or
establishment of the site-specific criteria based upon and developed
contemporaneously with such 7Q2 regulatory low flow or seasonal 7Q2. Any
subsequent renewal of such permit must be based upon a fresh determination of the
7Q2 regulatory low flow or seasonal 7Q2 until the pertinent period of record equals or
exceeds 20 years.



(2) Any subsequent renewal of a permit based upon a 7Q2 regulatory low flow or
seasonal 7Q2 determined pursuant to (c)(3) or (c)(4) of this Section must be based
upon a fresh determination of the 7Q2 regulatory low flow or seasonal 7Q2 that takes
into account all discharge and flow data from the time the 7Q2 regulatory low flow or
seasonal 7Q2 was previously determined.
(3) Any subsequent renewal of a permit based upon a 7Q2 regulatory low flow or
seasonal 7Q2 determined pursuant to (c)(1) of this Section must be based upon a fresh
determination of the 7Q2 regulatory low flow or seasonal 7Q2 that takes into account
whether the hydrological modification continues to exist.

(e) Alternative method for determination of regulatory low flow. In stream segments where
dams or other structures have substantially affected the historic flow regime of the stream
segment, including but not limited to the portions of the Verdigris and Arkansas Rivers
constituting the McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation System, on a site-specific basis a
properly designed and implemented hydrologic study approved by the permitting authority and
OWRB may be used to determine the appropriate regulatory low flow.

SUBCHAPTER 3. IMPLEMENTATION OF NARRATIVE TOXICS
CRITERIA TO PROTECT AQUATIC LIFE USING WHOLE EFFLUENT

TOXICITY (WET) TESTING

252:740-3-2. Dilutions for whole effluent toxicity testing
(a) General. Generally, two whole effluent toxicity tests shall be used to implement the
narrative criteria to protect fish and wildlife propagation. The 48-hour acute test will be used to
protect against acute toxicity in receiving water, and the 7-day or 21-day chronic test will be
used to protect against chronic toxicity outside the chronic regulatory mixing zone.
(b) Differing requirements for WET tests.

(1) Three different toxicity testing requirements exist. Each is based upon dilution
capacity, represented by Q*.
(2) When Q* is less than 0.054, acute testing only shall be required.
(3) When Q* is greater than 0.33, chronic testing only shall be required.
(4) When Q* is greater than or equal to 0.054 and less than or equal to 0.33, both acute
and chronic testing shall be required.
(5) For a discharge directly to a lake, acute testing only shall be required.

(c) Dilutions for chronic WET tests for streams. Whole effluent chronic toxicity testing
requires that test organisms be subjected to various effluent dilutions. The dilution series for
chronic toxicity testing is based on the critical dilution (CD). The chronic critical dilution
equations are as follows: CD = (1.94Q*) / (1 + Q*) when Q* is less than or equal to 0.1823, or
CD = 1 / (6.17 - 15.51Q*) when Q* is greater than 0.1823 and less than 0.3333, or CD = 1 when
Q* is greater than or equal to 0.3333. Q* = Qe/Qu. Qe is the largest thirty-day average flow for
an industrial discharge, if known, and the design flow otherwise. Qu is 1 cfs or the 7Q2
regulatory low flow receiving stream flow, if known to be larger.
(d) Dilutions for acute WET tests. The acute critical dilution is 100%.



SUBCHAPTER 5. IMPLEMENTATION OF NUMERICAL CRITERIA
TO PROTECT FISH AND WILDLIFE FROM TOXICITY DUE TO

CONSERVATIVE SUBSTANCES

252:740-5-2. Regulatory flow determination
(a) Regulatory receiving stream flow. Section 252:730-5-12(f)(6)(G) of the OAC defines the
regulatory receiving stream flow upstream of the discharge, Qu, to be used in implementing fish
and wildlife propagation criteria. The Qu is the greater of the 7Q2 regulatory low flow or 1 cfs.
7Q2 Regulatory low flow shall be determined according to OAC 252:740-1-6. Qu is assumed to
be 1 cfs if the 7Q2 regulatory low flow is unknown or the permittee chooses not to develop an
actual 7Q2 regulatory low flow.
(b) Regulatory flow for lakes. No regulatory flow determination is required for lakes.
(c) Regulatory effluent flows. The regulatory effluent flow, Qe, is the highest monthly averaged
flow over the previous two years for industrial discharges if the permitting authority determines
that sufficient data are available. For other dischargers (e.g. municipalities), Qe is the design
flow. If a significant daily or seasonal variability in effluent flow is present, a regulatory effluent
flow should take this variability into account.

252:740-5-3. Reasonable potential
(a) General. The need for a permit limit will be determined, on a pollutant-by-pollutant basis,
after determination of reasonable potential, which considers assimilation capacity of the
receiving water and effluent variability.
(b) Use of reasonable potential factor; relationship with wasteload allocation process.

(1) The technical report produced by the Oklahoma Water Resources Board entitled
"The Incorporation Of of Ambient Concentration With That Due To to Effluent For for
Wasteload Allocation" shall be used to determine if there is a reasonable potential for a
criterion exceedance outside the mixing zone. C95 = 2.13Cmean is used for effluent
concentration in the reasonable potential calculation. Cmean is the geometric mean of
all effluent concentrations analyzed for the toxicant. If the geometric mean cannot be
determined, an arithmetic mean may be substituted. If a large dataset of effluent
concentrations is available, the permitting authority may not need to estimate C95; the
95th percentile value can be calculated from the data.
(2) The wasteload allocation process is used to determine reasonable potential. C is the
reasonable potential concentration on the chronic regulatory mixing zone boundary. C
is calculated for chronic criteria in streams as: C = CB + (1.94Q*(C95 - CB)) / (1 + Q*)
when Q* is less than or equal to 0.1823, or C = CB + (C95 - CB) / (6.17 - 15.51Q*)
when Q* is greater than 0.1823 and less than 0.3333, or C = C95 when Q* is greater
than or equal to 0.3333. Q* = Qe/Qu. Q* is the dilution capacity. C is calculated for
lakes as: pipe: C = CB + (D(C95 - CB)) / 20.15 when D is greater than or equal to 3
feet, or canal: C = CB + (W1/2(C95 - CB)) / 4.2 when W is greater than or equal to 3
feet. D is the diameter of the discharge pipe in feet and W is the width of the canal in
feet. D and W shall not be less than three feet for implementation purposes. When C is
the concentration on the acute regulatory mixing zone boundary it is calculated as C =



CB + (Qe (C95 - CB) / 100). If Qe is greater than 100 cfs, then 100 cfs shall be
substituted for Qe.
(3) For regulatory purposes, there is a reasonable potential for chronic toxicity if
concentrations of ammonia outside the chronic regulatory mixing zone exceed 6 mg/L.
(c) Selenium
(1) If the permitting authority has site-specific, steady-state fish tissue data that were
collected under and met appropriate quality-assurance procedures, those data shall be
used to determine reasonable potential.  If there is no excursion of the selenium fish
tissue criterion element, it shall be determined that there is no reasonable potential.  If
fish tissue data exceed the selenium fish tissue criterion element, a WQBEL shall be
established based on a site-specific water column criterion element developed using a
translator.
(2) Unless and until a selenium fish tissue study has been completed, the permitting
authority shall use the water column criterion element to determine reasonable
potential.
(3) Where the permitting authority has information that there are substantial new,
known inputs or releases that would affect selenium concentrations in fish relative to
environmental concentrations, the fish tissue will not be considered as being in steady-
state with respect to selenium, and fish tissue criterion elements shall not be used to
assess permit compliance or as permit limits.  In these cases, the water column
criterion element shall be used to assess reasonable potential and develop selenium
WQBELs.
(4) For a continuous discharge, when using a water column criterion element to
evaluate reasonable potential, the permitting authority shall use the 30-day chronic
criterion element set forth in OAC 252:730 Appendix G, Table 4.

SUBCHAPTER 9. IMPLEMENTATION OF CRITERIA TO PROTECT
THE AGRICULTURE BENEFICIAL USE

252:740-9-3. Regulatory flows
(a) General. Six regulatory flows are required for implementation of yearly mean standards and
sample standards. They include stream flows, regulatory flows for lakes and regulatory effluent
flows.
(b) Long-term average flows for streams. The greater of 1.47 cfs or mean annual average flow,
A, will be used by the permitting authority for long-term average flows to implement yearly
mean standards. Mean annual average flows may be obtained from the USGS publication
entitled "Statistical Summaries of Streamflow in and near Oklahoma Through 2007". They may
also be estimated on streams without gages using the Oklahoma Water Resources Board
publication entitled "Estimation of Mean Annual Average Flows" (OWRB Technical Report 96-
2).
(c) Long-term average flow for lakes. Mean annual average discharge from the lake, A, shall
be used to implement the Agriculture beneficial use.
(d) Regulatory long-term effluent flows. If the permitting authority determines that sufficient
data is available to calculate the mean annual effluent discharge, then such discharge shall be the



long-term effluent flow, Qel. If the permitting authority determines insufficient data is available
to calculate the mean annual effluent discharge, then the design flow shall be the long-term
effluent flow, Qel.
(e) Short-term average flow for streams. OAC 252:730-5-4(d) requires that short-term
average flow, Qs, be used to implement sample standards. The short-term average flow is
determined so that short-term and long-term wasteload allocations are equally likely to be more
stringent, depending on the historical concentration distribution for a particular segment. Qs
shall equal the greater of 1.0 1 cfs or 0.68 A, where A is mean annual average stream flow.
(f) Short-term average flows for lakes. Short-term average flows for lakes are also determined
by the formula in OAC 242:740-9-3(e). In this case A is the mean annual average lake discharge.
(g) Short-term average effluent flows. If the permitting authority determines that sufficient
data is available to calculate the highest monthly average discharge for industrial discharges,
then such discharge shall be the short-term average effluent flow, Qes. If the permitting authority
determines insufficient data is available to calculate the highest monthly average discharge for
industrial discharges, then the design flow shall be the short-term average effluent flow, Qes.

SUBCHAPTER 11. IMPLEMENTATION OF TEMPERATURE
CRITERIA TO PROTECT FISH AND WILDLIFE PROPAGATION

BENEFICIAL USE

252:740-11-3. Regulatory flows
(a) Regulatory receiving stream flow to protect the Fish and Wildlife Propagation beneficial use,
Qu, is the greater of the 7Q2 regulatory low flow or 1 cfs. Qu is assumed to be 1 cfs if the 7Q2
regulatory low flow is unknown.
(b) The regulatory effluent flow, Qe, is defined as the highest monthly averaged flow in cfs over
the past two years for industrial discharges with adequate data. Qe is the design flow in cfs for
other dischargers.

SUBCHAPTER 13. IMPLEMENTATION OF ANTIDEGRADATION
POLICY

252:740-13-4. Tier 2 protection; maintenance and protection of sensitive water supply-
reuse and other tier 2 waterbodies
(a) General rules for Sensitive Water Supply - Reuse (SWS-R) Waters.

(1) Classification of SWS-R Waters. DEQ may consider classification of a waterbody
as an SWS-R waterbody based upon required documentation submitted by any
interested party. The interested party shall submit documentation presenting
background information and justification to support the classification of a waterbody as
SWS-R including, but not limited to, the following:

(A) Determination of the waterbody's assimilative capacity pursuant to OAC
252:740-13-8, including all supporting information and calculations.



(B) Documentation demonstrating that municipal wastewater discharge for
the purpose of water supply augmentation has been considered as part of a
local water supply plan or other local planning document.
(C) Any additional information or documentation necessary for DEQ's
consideration of a request for the classification of a waterbody as SWS-R.
(D) Prior to consideration by DEQ, any interested party seeking the
classification of a waterbody as SWS-R shall submit documentation to DEQ
staff demonstrating that local stakeholders, including those that use the
waterbody for any designated or existing beneficial uses, have been afforded
notice and an opportunity for an informal public meeting, if requested,
regarding the proposed classification of the waterbody as SWS-R at least one
hundred eighty (180) days prior to DEQ consideration. In addition, all
information or documentation submitted pursuant to this subsection shall be
available for public review.

(2) The drought of record waterbody level shall be considered the receiving water
critical condition for SWS-R waterbodies.

(A) All beneficial uses shall be maintained and protected during drought of
record conditions.
(B) Drought of record shall be determined with the permitting authority
approved monthly time step model using hydrologic data with a minimum
period of record from 1950 to the present. If empirical data are not available
over the minimum period of record, modeled data shall be included in the
analysis, if available.

(3) In accordance with OAC 252:730-5-25(c)(8)(D), SWS-R waterbodies with a
permitted discharge shall be monitored and water quality technically evaluated to
ensure that beneficial uses are protected and maintained and use of assimilative
capacity does not exceed that prescribed by permit. Prior to any monitoring and/or
technical analysis, the permittee shall submit a Receiving Water Monitoring and
Evaluation Plan to the permitting authority for review and approval.

(A) The Receiving Water Monitoring and Evaluation Plan shall include, at a
minimum, the following sections:

(i) Monitoring section that meets the required spatial, temporal, and
parametric coverage of this subchapter, OAC 252:740-15, and OAC
252:628-11.
(ii) Analysis and reporting section that meets the requirements of
this subchapter, OAC 252:740-15, and OAC 252:628-11.
(iii) Quality Assurance Project Plan that meets the most recent
requirements for United States Environmental Protection Agency
Quality Assurance Project Plans.

(B) The monitoring section of the Receiving Water Monitoring and
Evaluation Plan, at a minimum shall:

(i) Include parametric, temporal (including frequency of sampling
events), and spatial sampling design adequate to characterize water
quality related to limnological, hydrologic, seasonal, and diurnal
influences and variation.



(ii) Include nutrient monitoring adequate to characterize both
external and internal loading and nutrient cycling.
(iii) Include algal biomass monitoring consistent with this sub-
paragraph (B) and phytoplankton monitoring sufficient to evaluate
general shifts and/or trends in phytoplankton community dynamics
over time.
(iv) Include in-situ monitoring of dissolved oxygen, temperature,
and pH adequate to characterize diurnal changes and fluctuations
during periods of thermal stratification and complete mix.
(v) Include monitoring of pollutants with a permit effluent limit
and/or permit monitoring requirements.

(C) The Receiving Water Monitoring and Evaluation Plan may include
special studies, as necessary.
(D) At least biennially and prior to permit renewal, the permittee shall submit
a Receiving Water Monitoring and Evaluation Report to the permitting
authority that includes, at a minimum:

(i) Summarized review of monitoring objectives and approach.
(ii) Presentation and evaluation of monitoring results, including an
analysis of both short-term and long-term trends.
(iii) An assessment of beneficial use attainment that is at a minimum
in accordance with OAC 252:740-15.
(iv) Summarized assessment of data quality objectives, including an
explanation of any data quality issues.
(v) All monitoring data shall be submitted electronically.

(E) If the report documents nonattainment of a beneficial use(s) resulting
from the discharge, the permitting authority shall consider actions including,
but not limited to, additional permit requirements, cessation of the discharge,
and/or a recommendation to DEQ to revoke the SWS-R waterbody
classification.

(b) General rules for other Tier 2 Waterbodies waterbodies. General rules for other Tier 2
waterbodies shall be developed as waters are identified.

252:740-13-5. Tier 2.5 protection; maintenance and protection of high quality waters,
sensitive water supplies, and other tierHigh Quality Waters, Sensitive Water Supplies, and
other Tier 2.5 waterbodies
(a) General rules for High Quality Waters. New point source discharges of any pollutant after
June 11, 1989, and increased load or concentration of any specified pollutant from any point
source discharge existing as of June 11, 1989, shall be prohibited in any waterbody or watershed
designated in Appendix A of OAC 252:730 with the limitation "HQW". Any discharge of any
pollutant to a waterbody designated "HQW" which would, if it occurred, lower existing water
quality shall be prohibited. Provided however, new point source discharges or increased load or
concentration of any specified pollutant from a discharge existing as of June 11, 1989, may be
approved by the permitting authority in circumstances where the discharger demonstrates to the
satisfaction of the permitting authority that such new discharge or increased load or
concentration would result in maintaining or improving the level of water quality which exceeds



that necessary to support recreation and propagation of fishes, shellfishes, and wildlife in the
receiving water.
(b) General rules for sensitive public and private water suppliesPublic and Private Water
Supplies. New point source discharges of any pollutant after June 11, 1989, and increased load
of any specified pollutant from any point source discharge existing as of June 11, 1989, shall be
prohibited in any waterbody or watershed designated in Appendix A of OAC 252:730 with the
limitation "SWS". Any discharge of any pollutant to a waterbody designated "SWS" which
would, if it occurred, lower existing water quality shall be prohibited. Provided however, new
point source discharges or increased load of any specified pollutant from a discharge existing as
of June 11, 1989, may be approved by the permitting authority in circumstances where the
discharger demonstrates to the satisfaction of the permitting authority that such new discharge or
increased load will result in maintaining or improving the water quality in both the direct
receiving water, if designated SWS, and any downstream waterbodies designated SWS.
(c) Stormwater discharges. Regardless of subsections (a) and (b) of this Section, point source
discharges of stormwater to waterbodies and watersheds designated "HQW", "SWS" may be
approved by the permitting authority.
(d) Nonpoint source discharges or runoff. Best management practices for control of nonpoint
source discharges or runoff should be implemented in watersheds of waterbodies designated
"HQW", or "SWS" in Appendix A of OAC 252:730.

252:740-13-6. Tier 3 protection; prohibition against degradation of water quality in
outstanding resource watersOutstanding Resource Waters
(a) General. New point source discharges of any pollutant after June 11, 1989, and increased
load of any pollutant from any point source discharge existing as of June 11, 1989, shall be
prohibited in any waterbody or watershed designated in Appendix A of OAC 252:730 with the
limitation "ORW" and/or "Scenic River", and in any waterbody located within the watershed of
any waterbody designated with the limitation "Scenic River". Any discharge of any pollutant to
a waterbody designated "ORW" or "Scenic River" which would, if it occurred, lower existing
water quality shall be prohibited.
(b) Stormwater discharges. Regardless of OAC 252:740-13-6(a), point source discharges of
stormwater from temporary construction activities to waterbodies and watersheds designated
"ORW" and/or "Scenic River" may be permitted by the permitting authority. Regardless of OAC
252:740-13-6(a), discharges of stormwater to waterbodies and watersheds designated "ORW"
and/or "Scenic River" from point sources existing as of June 25, 1992, whether or not such
stormwater discharges were permitted as point sources prior to June 25, 1992, may be permitted
by the permitting authority; provided, however, increased load of any pollutant from such
stormwater discharge shall be prohibited.
(c) Nonpoint source discharges or runoff. Best management practices for control of nonpoint
source discharges or runoff should be implemented in watersheds of waterbodies designated
"ORW" in Appendix A of OAC 252:730, provided, however, that development of conservation
plans shall be required in sub-watersheds where discharges or runoff from nonpoint sources are
identified as causing or significantly contributing to degradation in a waterbody designated
"ORW".
(d) LMFO's. No licensed managed feeding operation (LMFO) established after June 10, 1998
which applies for a new or expanding license from the State Department of Agriculture after



March 9, 1998 shall be located...[w]ithin three (3) miles of any designated scenic river area as
specified by the Scenic Rivers Act in 82 O.S. Section 1451 and following, or [w]ithin one (1)
mile of a waterbody [2:9-210.3(D)] designated in Appendix A of OAC 252:730 as "ORW".

252:740-13-8. Antidegradation review in surface waters
(a) General. The antidegradation review process below presents the framework to be used when
making decisions regarding the intentional lowering of water quality, where water quality is
better than the minimum necessary to protect beneficial uses. OWRB technical guidance
TRWQ2017-01 provides additional information.
(b) Determination of Assimilative Capacity in Tier 2, Tier 2.5, and Tier 3 Waters.

(1) All water quality monitoring and technical analyses necessary to determine
receiving waterbody assimilative capacity for all applicable numeric and narrative
criteria and associated parameters protective of waterbody beneficial uses shall be
conducted by the interested party.
(2) Prior to initiating any monitoring or technical analysis to support determination of
waterbody assimilative capacity, the interested party shall submit a workplan for
review and approval by DEQ staff.
(3) As part of an approved workplan, the interested party shall characterize existing
water quality of the receiving waterbody for each applicable criteria and associated
parameters and evaluate if there is available assimilative capacity. Characterization of
existing water quality shall address, at a minimum:

(A) Measurement of load and or concentration for all applicable criteria and
associated parameter(s) in the receiving water; and
(B) The measurement of both existing and proposed point and nonpoint
source discharge concentrations and/or loadings; and
(C) The critical low flow or critical lake level of the receiving waterbody,
including drought of record in waterbodies receiving IPR discharges; and
(D) The limnological, hydrologic, seasonal, spatial and temporal variability
and critical conditions of the waterbody; and
(E) Volumetric determination of anoxic dissolved oxygen condition consistent
with OAC 252:730 and OAC 252:740; and
(F) The bioaccumulative nature of a pollutant shall be considered when
determining assimilative capacity; and
(G) The 303(d) List as contained in the most recently approved Integrated
Water Quality Assessment Report shall be reviewed and any difference
between the water quality assessment information and the characterization of
existing water quality shall be reconciled.

(4) Assimilative capacity shall be determined by comparing existing water quality, as
determined consistent with subsection (a)(3) above to the applicable narrative and
numeric criteria. In Tier 2 waters, assimilative capacity shall be determined and used
with a margin(s) of safety (OAC 252:740-13-8(d)(1)(D)), which takes into account any
uncertainty between existing or proposed discharges and impacts on receiving water
quality.
(5) When existing water quality does not meet the criterion or associated parameter
necessary to support beneficial use(s) or is identified as impaired on Oklahoma's



303(d) List as contained in the most recently approved Integrated Water Quality
Assessment Report, no assimilative capacity shall exist for the given criterion.

(c) Use of Assimilative Capacity in Tier 1 Waters. Available assimilative capacity may be used
in Tier 1 waters such that water quality is maintained to fully protect all designated and existing
beneficial uses.
(d) Use of Assimilative Capacity in Tier 2 Waters.

(1) If it is determined that assimilative capacity is available, the consumption of
assimilative capacity may be allowed in a manner consistent with the requirements in
40 CFR 131.12(a)(2) and this subchapter. In allowing the use of assimilative capacity,
the state shall assure that:

(A) Water quality shall be maintained to fully protect designated and existing
beneficial uses.
(B) Assimilative capacity shall be reserved such that all applicable narrative
criteria in OAC 252:730 are attained and beneficial uses are protected.
(C) Fifty percent (50%) of assimilative capacity shall be reserved for all
applicable water quality criteria listed in OAC 252:730, Appendix G, Table 2.
(D) In order to preserve a margin of safety, in no case shall any activity be
authorized without the application of margin(s) of safety specified below:

(i) A twenty percent (20%) margin of safety shall be applied to an
applicable numeric criterion for chlorophyll-a, total phosphorus, and
total nitrogen. If numeric criteria are not available, the narrative
nutrient criterion (OAC 252:730-5-9(d)) shall be applied and a
twenty percent (20%) margin of safety shall be applied to the
parameters listed in the criterion.
(ii) No more than forty-five percent (45%) of the lake volume shall
be less than the dissolved oxygen criterion magnitude in OAC
252:730-5-12(f)(1)(C)(ii).
(iii) If the existing value of a criterion is within the margin of safety,
no assimilative capacity is available and existing water quality shall
be maintained or improved.

(E) When existing water quality does not satisfy the applicable criterion and
support beneficial use(s) or has been designated as impaired in Oklahoma's
303(d) List as contained in the most recently approved Integrated Water
Quality Assessment Report, the applicable criterion shall be met at the point
of discharge. If a TMDL has been approved for the impairment, loading
capacity for the parameter may be available if TMDL load allocations include
the proposed load from the discharge.

(2) An analysis of alternatives shall evaluate a range of practicable alternatives that
would prevent or lessen the water quality degradation associated with the proposed
activity. When the analysis of alternatives identifies one or more practicable
alternatives, the State shall only find that a lowering is necessary if one such alternative
is selected for implementation.
(3) After an analysis of alternatives and an option that utilizes any or all of the
assimilative capacity is selected, the discharger must demonstrate that the lowering of



water quality is necessary to accommodate important economic or social development
in the area in which the waters are located.

(e) Use of Assimilative Capacity in Tier 2.5 or 3.0 3 Waters. Consistent with OAC 252:730-3-
2(a) - (c), 252:730-5-25(a), 252:730-5-25(b), and 252:730-5-25(c)(1) - (c)(6) all available
assimilative capacity shall be reserved in waterbodies classified as Tier 2.5 or 3.0 3 waters.
(f) Public Participation. Agencies implementing subsection 8(d) shall conduct all activities
with intergovernmental coordination and according to each agency's public participation
procedures, including those specified in Oklahoma's continuing planning process.

SUBCHAPTER 15. USE SUPPORT ASSESSMENT PROTOCOLS

252:740-15-5. Assessment of Fish and Wildlife Propagation support
(a) Scope. The provisions of this Section shall be used to determine whether the beneficial use
of Fish and Wildlife Propagation or any subcategory thereof designated in OAC 252:730 for a
waterbody is supported.
(b) Dissolved oxygen. For purposes of assessment, listing and reporting under sections 303(d)
and 305(b) of the federal Clean Water Act as amended, the procedure for determining use
support of the Fish and Wildlife Propagation beneficial use or any subcategory thereof with
respect to dissolved oxygen shall be as follows:

(1) Support tests for HLAC streams.
(A) The HLAC subcategory of the Fish and Wildlife Propagation beneficial
use designated for a stream shall be deemed to be fully supported with respect
to the DO criterion if 10% or less of the samples across all life stages and
seasons exhibit DO concentration below the following season-specific
thresholds:

(i) April 1 through June 15: 4.0 mg/L
(ii) June 16 through March 31: 3.0 mg/L

(B) The HLAC subcategory of the Fish and Wildlife Propagation beneficial
use designated for a stream shall be deemed to be not supported with respect
to the DO criterion if more than 10% of the samples across all seasons exhibit
DO concentrations below the following season-specific thresholds due to
other than naturally occurring conditions:

(i) April 1 through June 15: 4.0 mg/L
(ii) June 16 through March 31: 3.0 mg/L

(2) Support tests for WWAC streams.
(A) The WWAC subcategory of the Fish and Wildlife Propagation beneficial
use designated for a stream shall be deemed to be fully supported with respect
to the DO criterion if 10% or less of the samples across all life stages and
seasons exhibit DO concentration below the following season-specific
thresholds:

(i) April 1 through June 15: 6.0 mg/L
(ii) June 16 through March 31: 5.0 mg/L

(B) The WWAC subcategory of the Fish and Wildlife Propagation beneficial
use designated for a stream shall be deemed to be undetermined with respect



to the DO criterion if more than 10% of the samples across all life stages and
seasons exhibit DO concentrations below the upper DO threshold and 10% or
less of the samples across all seasons exhibit DO concentrations below the
lower DO threshold considering the following season-specific ranges:

(i) April 1 through June 15: 5.0 mg/L to 6.0 mg/L
(ii) June 16 through October 15: 4.0 mg/L to 5.0 mg/L

(C) The WWAC subcategory of the Fish and Wildlife Propagation beneficial
use designated for a stream shall be deemed to be not supported with respect
to the DO criterion if more than 10% of the samples across all life stages and
seasons exhibit DO concentrations below the following season-specific
thresholds due to other than naturally occurring conditions:

(i) April 1 through June 15: 5.0 mg/L
(ii) June 16 through October 15: 4.0 mg/L
(iii) October 16 through March 31: 5.0 mg/L

(3) Support tests for CWAC and Trout streams.
(A) The CWAC or Trout subcategory of the Fish and Wildlife Propagation
beneficial use designated for a stream shall be deemed to be fully supported
with respect to the DO criterion if 10% or less of the samples across all life
stages and seasons exhibit DO concentrations below the following season-
specific thresholds:

(i) March 1 through May 31: 7.0 mg/L
(ii) June 1 through last day of February: 6.0 mg/L

(B) The CWAC or Trout subcategory of the Fish and Wildlife Propagation
beneficial use designated for a stream shall be deemed to be undetermined
with respect to the DO criterion if more than 10% of the samples across all
life stages and seasons exhibit DO concentrations below the upper DO
threshold and 10% or less of the samples across all seasons exhibit DO
concentrations below the lower DO threshold considering the following
season-specific ranges:

(i) March 1 through May 31: 7.0 mg/L to 6.0 mg/L
(ii) June 1 through October 15: 6.0 mg/L to 5.0 mg/L

(C) The CWAC or Trout subcategory of the Fish and Wildlife Propagation
beneficial use designated for a stream shall be deemed to be not supported
with respect to the DO criterion if more than 10% of the samples across all
life stages and seasons exhibit DO concentrations below the following
season-specific thresholds due to other than naturally occurring conditions:

(i) March 1 through May 31: 6.0 mg/L
(ii) June 1 through October 15: 5.0 mg/L
(iii) October 16 through the last day of February: 6.0 mg/L

(4) Support tests for WWAC lakes. The WWAC subcategory of the Fish and Wildlife
Propagation beneficial use designated for a lake shall be deemed to be fully supported
with respect to the DO criterion if both the Surface and Water Column criteria
prescribed in (5)(A) and (6)(A) of this subsection (b) are satisfied. If either of the
Surface or Water Column criteria prescribed in (5)(B) or (6)(B) produce a result of
undetermined, then the WWAC subcategory of the Fish and Wildlife Propagation



beneficial use designated for a lake shall be deemed to be undetermined with respect to
the DO criterion; provided, if either of the Surface or Water Column criteria prescribed
in (5)(C) or (6)(C) produce a result of not supported, then the WWAC subcategory of
the Fish and Wildlife Propagation beneficial use designated for a lake shall be deemed
to be not supported with respect to the DO criterion.
(5) Surface criteria for WWAC lakes.

(A) The WWAC subcategory of the Fish and Wildlife Propagation beneficial
use designated for a lake shall be deemed to be fully supported with respect to
the DO criterion if 10% or less of the surface samples across life stages and
all seasons exhibit DO concentrations below the following season-specific
thresholds:

(i) April 1 through June 15: 6.0 mg/L
(ii) June 16 through March 31: 5.0 mg/L

(B) The WWAC subcategory of the Fish and Wildlife Propagation beneficial
use designated for a lake shall be deemed to be undetermined with respect to
the DO criterion if more than 10% of the surface samples across all life stages
and seasons exhibit DO concentrations below the upper DO threshold and
10% or less of the surface samples across all seasons exhibit DO
concentrations below the lower DO threshold considering the following
season-specific ranges:

(i) April 1 through June 15: 5.0 mg/L to 6.0 mg/L
(ii) June 16 through October 15: 4.0 mg/L to 5.0 mg/L

(C) The WWAC subcategory of the Fish and Wildlife Propagation beneficial
use designated for a lake shall be deemed to be not supported with respect to
the DO criterion if more than 10% of the surface samples across all life stages
and seasons exhibit DO concentrations below the following season-specific
thresholds due to other than naturally occurring conditions:

(i) April 1 through June 15: 5.0 mg/L
(ii) June 16 through October 15: 4.0 mg/L
(iii) October 16 through March 31: 5.0 mg/L

(D) "Surface", when used in this Section, means surface waters or the mixed
surface layer, typically represented by a sample taken at least 0.5 m below the
surface.

(6) Water column criteria for WWAC lakes.
(A) The WWAC subcategory of the Fish and Wildlife Propagation beneficial
use designated for a lake shall be deemed to be fully supported with respect to
the DO criterion if less than 50% of the volume (if volumetric data is
available) or 50% or less of the water column (if no volumetric data is
available) of all sample sites in the lake are less than 2.0 mg/L.
(B) The WWAC subcategory of the Fish and Wildlife Propagation beneficial
use designated for a lake shall be deemed to be undetermined with respect to
the DO criterion (if no volumetric data is available) if 50% or more, but not
greater than 70%, of the water column at any given sample site in the lake is
less than 2.0 mg/L due to other than naturally occurring conditions.



(C) The WWAC subcategory of the Fish and Wildlife Propagation beneficial
use designated for a lake shall be deemed to be not supported with respect to
the DO criterion if 50% or more of the water volume (if volumetric data is
available) or more than 70% of the water column (if no volumetric data is
available) at any given sample site is less than 2.0 mg/L.
(D) If a lake specific study including historical analysis produces a support
status which is contrary to an assessment obtained from the application of
(A), (B) or (C) of (b)(6) of this section, then that lake specific result will
control.

(7) Additional application/exercise when support undetermined. In instances where
application of the tests in this subsection (b) initially produce a result that the pertinent
subcategory is undetermined with respect to the DO criterion, such shall be subject to
additional investigation that considers diurnal data for further application of such tests
in order to resolve the determination of use support.

(c) Toxicants.
(1) Test for Full Support.

(A) The Fish and Wildlife Propagation beneficial use designated for a
waterbody shall be deemed to be fully supported with respect to any
individual toxicant parameter if no more than one of the sample
concentrations from the waterbody exceeds the acute criterion for that
toxicant prescribed in the numerical criteria for toxic substances in OAC
252:730-5-12(f)(6)(D) and (E) and OAC 252:730 Appendix G, Table 2.
(B) The Fish and Wildlife Propagation beneficial use designated for a
waterbody shall be deemed to be fully supported with respect to any
individual toxicant parameter if not more than 1 sample concentration or not
more than 10% of the sample concentrations from the waterbody exceeds the
chronic criterion for that toxicant prescribed in the numerical criteria for toxic
substances in OAC 252:730-5-12(f)(6)(D), (E) and OAC 252:730 Appendix
G, Table 2.

(2) Test for Non-Support.
(A) The Fish and Wildlife Propagation beneficial use designated for a
waterbody shall be deemed to be not supported with respect to any individual
toxicant parameter if more than one of the sample concentrations from the
waterbody exceed the acute criterion for that toxicant prescribed in the
numerical criteria for toxic substances in OAC 252:730-5-12(f)(6)(D) and (E)
and OAC 252:730 Appendix G, Table 2.
(B) The Fish and Wildlife Propagation beneficial use designated for a
waterbody shall be deemed to be not supported with respect to any individual
toxicant parameter if more than 10 % of the sample concentrations from the
waterbody exceed chronic criterion for that toxicant prescribed in the
numerical criteria for toxic substances in OAC 252:730-5-12(f)(6)(D) and (E)
and OAC 252:730 Appendix G, Table 2

(d) pH.
(1) The Fish and Wildlife Propagation beneficial use designated for a waterbody shall
be deemed to be fully supported with respect to pH occurring other than by naturally



occurring conditions if no more than 10% of the sample concentrations from that
waterbody fall outside the criteria range prescribed in OAC 252:730-5-12(f)(3).
(2) The Fish and Wildlife Propagation beneficial use designated for a waterbody shall
be deemed to be not supported with respect to pH occurring other than by naturally
occurring conditions if greater than 10% of the sample concentrations from that
waterbody fall outside the criteria range prescribed in OAC 252:730-5-12(f)(3).

(e) Turbidity. The criteria for turbidity stated in OAC 252:730-5-12(f)(7) shall constitute the
screening levels for turbidity. The tests for use support shall follow the default protocol in OAC
252:740-15-4(b).
(f) Oil and grease.

(1) The Fish and Wildlife Propagation beneficial use designated for a waterbody shall
be deemed to be fully supported with respect to oil and grease if a visible sheen or
bottom deposits of oil or grease are observed on that waterbody in 10% or less of the
observations.
(2) The Fish and Wildlife Propagation beneficial use designated for a waterbody shall
be deemed to be not supported with respect to oil and grease if a visible sheen or
bottom deposits of oil or grease are observed on that waterbody in more than 10% of
the observations.

(g) Suspended and bedded sediments.
(1) If a stream is supporting the biological criteria assigned to that stream as provided
in (e) and (i) through (n) of this section, then that stream will be deemed to be
supporting its assigned Fish and Wildlife Propagation beneficial use with respect to
suspended and bedded sediments.
(2) If a stream is not supporting the biological criteria assigned to that stream as
provided in (e) and (i) through (n) of this section, then a habitat assessment must be
conducted using the habitat assessment protocols found in OWRB Technical Report
TRWQ2001-1, "Unified Protocols for Beneficial Use Assignment for Oklahoma
Wadable Streams." The results of the habitat assessment shall then be compared to
either historical conditions or regional reference conditions in order to determine
attainment with respect to suspended and bedded sediments in that stream.
(3) The method for establishing reference conditions shall meet the following
requirements:

(A) a minimum of five (5) reference streams or reaches shall be assessed;
(B) all of the reference streams or reaches must be within the same ecoregion
as the test stream;
(C) all of the reference streams or reaches must be streams with similar flow
regimes no more than two (2) stream orders removed from the test stream;
and
(D) the reference streams shall be selected from the least impacted streams in
the ecoregion whose watersheds contain soils, vegetation, land uses, and
topography typical of the watershed of the test stream(s).

(4) The Fish and Wildlife Propagation beneficial use will be considered to be not
supported with respect to suspended and bedded sediments if any of the following
habitat parameters deviate from the reference conditions by the specified amount:



(A) The total percent of clay, silt, and loose sand in the pool bottom substrate
of the test stream is increased by more than 30% over the reference condition;
(B) Cobble embeddedness in the test stream is increased by 15% or more
over the reference condition;
(C) The percentage of the length of the reach containing fresh (non-vegetated)
point bars and/or islands in the test stream is 20 or more percentage points
above that of the reference condition; or
(D) The percentage of the length of the reach dominated by pools of a depth
of 0.5 meters or more in the test stream is less than 70% of that of the
reference condition.

(5) If all of the habitat parameters identified in (h)(4) of this section deviate from the
reference conditions by less than the amounts specified in (h)(4) of this section, then
the Fish and Wildlife Propagation beneficial use is not impaired due to suspended and
bedded sediments.

(h) Metals.
(1) For all metals unless otherwise specified in this subsection,The the Fish and
Wildlife Propagation beneficial use designated for a waterbody may be assessed using
either total recoverable or dissolved metals. When available, the concentrations of
dissolved metals shall be compared following the provisions of (c) of this subsection to
the criteria in OAC 252:730 Appendix G converted to dissolved criteria by multiplying
the total metal criterion listed in table Table 2 by the appropriate conversion factor
listed in Table 3. Preference shall be given to the beneficial use determinations based
upon dissolved metals. For those metals criteria requiring a hardness component,
individual assessment results may be calculated using the average of all hardness data
meeting the requirements of OAC 252:740-15-3. The segment-averaged hardness in
Appendix B of this Chapter shall be used in the determination of the criterion if there is
insufficient site-specific data to determine stream hardness.
(2)  For selenium, the Fish and Wildlife Propagation beneficial use designated for a
waterbody shall use fish tissue data as the preferred method for assessment and listing
purposes if such data are adequate and available. The criteria are established in OAC
252:730 Appendix G, Table 4. In the absence of fish tissue data, either monthly
average exposure or intermittent exposure water column criteria may be used. The
intermittent exposure criterion element can only be exceeded under the same
conditions that would have caused the monthly average exposure criterion element to
be exceeded. Thus, evaluating data against the intermittent exposure criterion element
and the monthly average exposure criterion element will always result in the same
assessment decision. OAC 252:740-15-5(h)(2) provides for the implementation of fish
tissue criterion elements and fish tissue studies for the protection of the Fish and
Wildlife Propagation beneficial use as an alternative to water column-based criterion.
All selenium fish tissue studies shall be approved by DEQ.

(i) Biological criteria.
(1) If data demonstrate that an assemblage of fish or macro invertebrates from a
waterbody is significantly degraded, according to OAC 252:730-5-12(f)(5), from that
expected for the subcategory of Fish and Wildlife Propagation designated in OAC



252:730 for that waterbody, then that subcategory may be deemed by the appropriate
state environmental agency to be not supported.
(2) All physical assessments and biological collections shall be performed in
accordance with the requirements set forth in OWRB Technical Report No. 99-3
entitled "Standard Operating Procedures for Stream Assessments and Biological
Collections Related to Biological Criteria in Oklahoma".
(3) Evaluation of the biological collections shall include identification of fish samples
to species level. Determinations of tolerance level shall be made according to Jester et
al. 1992, "The Fishes of Oklahoma, Their Gross Habitats, and Their Tolerance of
Degradation in Water Quality and Habitat", Proceedings of Oklahoma Academy of
Sciences, 72:7-19.
(4) The determination of whether the use of Fish and Wildlife Propagation is supported
in wadable streams in Oklahoma ecoregions shall be made according to all of the
requirements of this subsection (e), the application of Appendix C of this Chapter, and
the special provisions in subsections (i) through (o), where applicable, of this Section.
Streams with undetermined use support status shall be subject to additional
investigation that considers stream order, habitat factors and local reference streams
before the use support determination is made. A finding of impairment for biocriteria
due to any one of the parameters listed in this section shall trigger an evaluation of all
likely causes, not precluding monitoring, assessment, and subsequent support
determination of the Fish and Wildlife beneficial use for any of the other parameters in
this section

(j) Special provisions for Ouachita Mountains wadable streams. The determination of
whether the use of Fish and Wildlife Propagation is supported for wadable streams located in the
Ouachita Mountains ecoregion shall be made according to the application of Appendix C of this
Chapter, together with this subsection, as follows:

(1) Where designated, the subcategory of Warm Water Aquatic Community shall be
deemed fully supported if the application of Appendix C produces a score of 35 or
more. Such subcategory shall be deemed not supported if the application of Appendix
C produces a score of 24 or less. If a score is 25 to 34 inclusive, the issue of whether
this subcategory is supported shall be deemed undetermined.
(2) Where designated, the subcategory of Habitat Limited Aquatic Community shall be
deemed fully supported if the application of Appendix C produces a score of 27 or
more. Such subcategory shall be deemed not supported if the application of Appendix
C produces a score of 18 or less. If a score is 19 to 26 inclusive, the issue of whether
this subcategory is supported shall be deemed undetermined.

(k) Special provisions for Arkansas Valley wadable streams. The determination of whether
the use of Fish and Wildlife Propagation is supported for wadable /streams located in the
Arkansas Valley ecoregion shall be made according to the application of Appendix C of this
Chapter, together with this subsection, as follows:

(1) Where designated, the subcategory of Warm Water Aquatic Community shall be
deemed fully supported if the application of Appendix C produces a score of 35 or
more. Such subcategory shall be deemed not supported if the application of Appendix
C produces a score of 24 or less. If a score is 25 to 34 inclusive, the issue of whether
this subcategory is supported shall be deemed undetermined.



(2) Where designated, the subcategory of Habitat Limited Aquatic Community shall be
deemed fully supported if the application of Appendix C produces a score of 27 or
more. Such subcategory shall be deemed not supported if the application of Appendix
C produces a score of 18 or less. If a score is 19 to 26 inclusive, the issue of whether
this subcategory is supported shall be deemed undetermined.

(l) Special provisions for Boston Mountains and Ozark Highlands wadable streams. The
determination of whether the use of Fish and Wildlife Propagation is supported for wadable
streams located in the Boston Mountains and Ozark Highlands ecoregions shall be made
according to the application of Appendix C of this Chapter, together with this subsection, as
follows:

(1) Where designated, the subcategory of Cool Water Aquatic Community shall be
deemed fully supported if the application of Appendix C produces a score of 37 or
more. Such subcategory shall be deemed not supported if the application of Appendix
C produces a score of 29 or less. If a score is 30 to 36 inclusive, the issue of whether
this subcategory is supported shall be deemed undetermined.
(2) Where designated, the subcategory of Warm Water Aquatic Community shall be
deemed fully supported if the application of Appendix C produces a score of 31 or
more. Such subcategory shall be deemed not supported if the application of Appendix
C produces a score of 22 or less. If a score is 23 to 30 inclusive, the issue of whether
this subcategory is supported shall be deemed undetermined.

(m) Special provisions for Central Irregular Plains wadable streams. The determination of
whether the use of Fish and Wildlife Propagation is supported for wadable streams located in the
Central Irregular Plains ecoregion shall be made according to the application of Appendix C of
this Chapter, together with this subsection, as follows:

(1) Where designated, the subcategory of Cool Water Aquatic Community shall be
deemed fully supported if the application of Appendix C produces a score of 35 or
more. Such subcategory shall be deemed not supported if the application of Appendix
C produces a score of 28 or less. If a score is 29 to 34 inclusive, the issue of whether
this subcategory is supported shall be deemed undetermined.
(2) Where designated, the subcategory of Warm Water Aquatic Community shall be
deemed fully supported if the application of Appendix C produces a score of 30 or
more. Such subcategory shall be deemed not supported if the application of Appendix
C produces a score of 22 or less. If a score is 23 to 29 inclusive, the issue of whether
this subcategory is supported shall be deemed undetermined.
(3) Where designated, the subcategory of Habitat Limited Aquatic Community shall be
deemed fully supported if the application of Appendix C produces a score of 25 or
more. Such subcategory shall be deemed not supported if the application of Appendix
C produces a score of 16 or less. If a score is 17 to 24 inclusive, the issue of whether
this subcategory is supported shall be deemed undetermined.

(n) Special provisions for Central Oklahoma - Texas Plains wadable streams. The determination
of whether the Warm Water Aquatic Community subcategory of the Fish and Wildlife
Propagation beneficial use is supported for wadable streams located in the Central Oklahoma -
Texas Plains ecoregion shall be made according to the application of Appendix C of this
Chapter, together with this subsection, as follows:



(1) Such subcategory shall be deemed fully supported if the application of Appendix C
produces a score of 26 or more.
(2) Such subcategory shall be deemed not supported if the application of Appendix C
produces a score of 19 or less.
(3) If the application of Appendix C produces a score of 20 to 25 inclusive, the issue of
whether this subcategory is supported shall be deemed undetermined.

(o) Special provisions for Central Great Plains wadable streams. The subcategory of Warm
Water Aquatic Community of the beneficial use of Fish and Wildlife Propagation in the wadable
streams located in the Central Great Plains ecoregion shall be deemed fully supported if the
application of Appendix C of this Chapter produces a score of 22 or more. Such subcategory
shall be deemed not supported for the streams in the ecoregion of the application of Appendix C
produces a score of 18 or less. If the application of Appendix C produces a score of 19 to 21
inclusive, the issue of whether this subcategory is supported for the streams in this ecoregion
shall be deemed undermined. Provided, however, this subsection does not apply to the area
bounded by State Highway 54 on the west, U.S. Highway 62 on the south, U.S. Highway 281 on
the east and State Highway 19 on the north.

252:740-15-6. Assessment of Primary Body Contact Recreation support
(a) Scope. The provisions of this Section shall be used to determine whether the subcategory of
Primary Body Contact of the beneficial use of Recreation designated in OAC 252:730 for a
waterbody is supported during the recreation season from May 1 through September 30 each
year. The criteria for Secondary Body Contact Recreation will apply during the remainder of the
year. Where data exist for multiple bacterial indicators on the same waterbody or waterbody
segment, the determination of use support shall be based upon the use and application of all
applicable tests and data.
(b) Escherichia coli (E. coli) (E. Coli).

(1) The Primary Body Contact Recreation subcategory designated for a waterbody
shall be deemed to be fully supported with respect to E. coli if the geometric mean of
126 colonies cfu per 100 ml mL is met. These values are based upon all samples
collected over the recreation period in accordance with OAC 252:740-15-3(c).
(2) The Primary Body Contact Recreation subcategory designated for a waterbody
shall be deemed to be not supported with respect to E. coli if the geometric mean of
126 colonies cfu per 100 ml mL is not met. These values are based upon all samples
collected over the recreation period in accordance with OAC 252:740-15-3(c).

(c) Enterococci.
(1) The Primary Body Contact Recreation subcategory designated for a waterbody
shall be deemed to be fully supported with respect to enterococci if the geometric mean
of 33 colonies cfu per 100 ml mL is met. These values are based upon all samples
collected over the recreation period in accordance with OAC 252:740-15-3(c).
(2) The Primary Body Contact Recreation subcategory designated for a waterbody
shall be deemed to be not supported with respect to enterococci if the geometric mean
of 33 colonies cfu per 100 ml mL is not met. These values are based upon all samples
collected over the recreation period in accordance with OAC 252:740-15-3(c).



252:740-15-7. Assessment of Public and Private Water Supply support
(a) Scope. The provisions of this Section shall be used to determine whether the beneficial use
of Public and Private Water Supply or any subcategory thereof designated in OAC 252:730 for a
waterbody is supported.
(b) Toxicants.

(1) The Public and Private Water Supply beneficial use designated for a waterbody
shall be deemed to be fully supported with respect to any substance with criteria for
such use listed in OAC 252:730 Appendix G if the sample concentrations from that
waterbody do not exceed the criterion for that substance prescribed in OAC 252:730
Appendix G in more than 10% of the measurements, or if drinking water use
restrictions are not in effect.
(2) The Public and Private Water Supply beneficial use designated for a waterbody
shall be deemed to be not supported with respect to any substance with criteria for such
use listed in OAC 252:730 Appendix G if the sample concentrations from that
waterbody exceed the criterion for that substance prescribed in OAC 252:730
Appendix G in more than 10% of the measurements, or if drinking water use
restrictions are put in effect by an agency with jurisdiction that require closure of the
water supply.

(c) Bacteria. The screening level for total coliform bacteria shall be 5000 colonies 5,000 cfu per
100 ml mL. The tests for use support shall follow the default protocol in OAC 252:740-15-4.
(d) Threatened water supplies. Waters of the state designated in OAC 252:730 as Public and
Private Water Supply shall be presumed to be threatened when toxicants are detected but do not
exceed the applicable criteria prescribed in OAC 252:730 Appendix G, or some drinking water
use restrictions have been put into effect by an agency with jurisdiction, or the potential for
adverse impacts to water quality exists, or more than one such conditions exist.
(e) Oil and grease.

(1) The Public and Private Water Supply beneficial use designated for a waterbody
shall be deemed to be fully supported with respect to oil and grease if a visible sheen or
bottom deposits of oil or grease are observed on that waterbody in 10% or less of the
observations, and drinking water use restrictions that require more than conventional
treatment related to oil and grease have not been put into effect by an agency with
jurisdiction.
(2) The Public and Private Water Supply beneficial use designated for a waterbody
shall be deemed to be not supported with respect to oil and grease if a visible sheen or
bottom deposits of oil or grease are observed on that waterbody in more than 10% of
the observations, or drinking water use restrictions that require more than conventional
treatment related to oil and grease have been put into effect by an agency with
jurisdiction.

252:740-15-13. Assessment of Secondary Body Contact Recreation support
(a)  Scope.  The provisions of this Section shall be used to determine whether the subcategory of
Secondary Body Contact of the beneficial use of Recreation designated in OAC 252:730 for a
waterbody is supported. Where data exist for multiple bacterial indicators on the same
waterbody or waterbody segment, the determination of use support shall be based upon the use
and application of all applicable tests and data.



(b)  Escherichia coli (E. coli).
(1)  The Secondary Body Contact Recreation subcategory designated for a waterbody
shall be deemed to be fully supported with respect to E. coli if the geometric mean of
242 cfu per 100 mL is met. These values are based upon all samples collected in
accordance with OAC 252:740-15-3(c).
(2)  The Secondary Body Contact Recreation subcategory designated for a waterbody
shall be deemed to be not supported with respect to E. coli if the geometric mean of
242 cfu per 100 mL is not met. These values are based upon all samples collected in
accordance with OAC 252:740-15-3(c).

 (c)  Enterococci.
(1)  The Secondary Body Contact Recreation subcategory designated for a waterbody
shall be deemed to be fully supported with respect to enterococci if the geometric mean
of 63 cfu per 100 mL is met. These values are based upon all samples collected in
accordance with OAC 252:740-15-3(c).
(2)  The Secondary Body Contact Recreation subcategory designated for a waterbody
shall be deemed to be not supported with respect to enterococci if the geometric mean
of 63 cfu per 100 mL is not met. These values are based upon all samples collected in
accordance with OAC 252:740-15-3(c).

SUBCHAPTER 17. IMPLEMENTATION OF DISSOLVED OXYGEN
CRITERIA TO PROTECT FISH AND WILDLIFE PROPAGATION

252:740-17-2. Regulatory flows
(a) The flow in the receiving stream, Qu, shall be deemed to be the greater of the 7Q2 regulatory
low flow or 1 cfs. If the 7Q2 the regulatory low flow is unknown, then Qu shall be deemed to be
1 cfs.
(b) For industrial dischargers with adequate data as determined by the permitting authority, the
effluent flow, Qe, shall be deemed to be the highest monthly averaged flow over the previous
two years. For all other discharges, the effluent flow shall be deemed to be the design flow.
(c) Provided, in stream segments where dams or other structures have substantially affected the
historic flow regime of the stream segment, including but not limited to the portions of the
Verdigris and Arkansas Rivers constituting the McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Navigation
System, the appropriate regulatory low flow in the receiving stream, Qu, shall be as determined
on a site-specific basis pursuant to properly designed and implemented hydrologic study
approved by the permitting authority and DEQ.
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Federal EPA Rule Status Updates 
Developments through August 30, 2026 

Drinking Water 

Rule Final/Proposed Status  Summary of Action  
PFAS NPDWR Rescission  Proposed; Hearing held 

7/7/26 and comments 
closed 7/20/26.  

Proposed rule to rescind regulatory determinations and 
related provisions for four PFAS substances (PFHxS, 
PFNA, HFPO-DA (Gen-X), and the mixture of these three 
plus PFBS). 
American Water Works Association v. EPA – Oral 
argument scheduled for 9/18/26. 

PFOA/PFOS Compliance Extension Proposed; Comments 
closed 7/20/26. 

Proposal for a federal exemption under SDWA 1416(f) 
and 1450(a)(1) that will extend the dates of compliance 
with the MCLs for PFOA and PFOS from April 26, 2029 
to April 26, 2031. Applies where primacy has not yet 
been obtained. 

CCL 6  Proposed; comment 
period closed 6/5/26. 
EPA expects to sign the 
final list by November 
17, 2026. 

The draft Drinking water Contaminant Candidate List 6 
(CCL6) was published in the Fed Register April 6, 2026, 
and included 75 chemicals. For the first time it included 
microplastics and pharmaceuticals as priority 
contaminant groups. Other groups included are 
disinfection byproducts and PFAS. 

UCMR 6  Proposed; Comments 
due 8/31/26. 

EPA proposed to include 30 contaminants total, in four 
groups: 1) seven ultrashort-chain organofluorine 
compounds, including trifluoroacetic acid (TFA); 2) 
three pesticide metabolites; 3) 13 semivolatile organic 
compounds; and 4) seven purgeable organic 
compounds. EPA proposed to determine which PWSs 
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are subject to UCMR 6 based on SDWIS information as 
of Feb. 1, 2026.  

Perchlorate NPDWR  Proposed January 2026; 
Comment period 
closed.  

Proposal was predicated by a 2025 New York court 
order requiring that EPA must sign a final rule for 
Perchlorate by May 2027 (NRDC v. EPA). In 2023, the 
D.C. Circuit held that EPA lacks the authority to 
withdraw a regulatory determination under SDWA 
(NRDC v. Regan). EPA stated in the proposed rule that 
the costs of the rule would outweigh the benefits and 
that the rule could require approximately 66,000 
systems to test and monitor for perchlorate, even 
though it is unlikely to be found. 

Lead and Copper Rule Improvements 
Rule 

Final Rule has never been stayed and the 2027 compliance 
date and 2037 replacement deadline remain in effect. 
American Water Works Association v. EPA – oral 
argument set for 9/30/26. EPA defending the rule. 

 

Clean Water Act  

Rule Final/Proposed Status  Summary of Action  
Draft Guidance for Reducing Risk from 
PFOA and PFOS in Biosolids  

Released for public 
comment period from 
7/6/26 through 9/4/26, 
extended to 10/5/26.  

Draft guidance released on 1/14/25, titled Draft Sewage 
Sludge Risk Assessment for PFOA and PFOS. New 
guidance provides voluntary recommendations for 
potential ways to mitigate risks from PFOA and PFOS 
when managing sewage sludge and biosolids. 

Waters of the US (WOTUS) Proposed; No final rule 
yet issued. 

Proposed on Nov. 20, 2025. Aligning the definition with 
Sackett decision; providing greater clarity regarding the 
definitions of the terms involved, including “relatively 
permanent” and “continuous surface connection.” 

CWA § 401 Certification  Proposed; No final rule 
yet issued. 

Proposed Jan. 15, 2026. Revises procedural and 
substantive aspects of CWA 401 Water Quality 
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Certification Improvement Rule of 2023, to address 
areas of regulatory uncertainty and implementation 
challenges.  

 

RCRA and CERCLA 

Rule Final/Proposed Status  Summary of Action  
Corrective Action Hazardous Waste 
Definition  

Withdrawal of 
previously proposed 
rule. 

EPA proposed in February 2024 to amend the definition 
of hazardous waste in the CFR so that the broad RCRA 
statutory definition applied to corrective action rather 
than the narrower regulatory definition. The withdrawal 
of this proposal leaves the regulations unchanged.  

PFAS as Hazardous Constituents under 
RCRA 

Proposed In 2024, EPA proposed to add 9 PFAS and their salts 
and structural isomers to the list of hazardous 
constituents in Appendix VIII to Part 261. 

PFAS as Hazardous Substance under 
CERCLA  

Final EPA finalized this rule in 2024 to list PFOA and PFOS as 
hazardous substances under CERCLA.  
Chamber of Commerce of the United States of America 
et al v. EPA – D.C. Circuit panel denied petitions to 
vacate EPA’s 2024 rule listing PFOA and PFOS as 
hazardous substances. 

CCR Legacy Impoundments and CCR 
Management Units 

Proposed; Comments 
closed 6/29/26. 

Provides more flexibility for states in making permitting 
determinations, including approving alternative 
technical standards in certain instances such as 
groundwater monitoring well locations, site-specific 
groundwater protection standards for constituents 
without an MCL, extension of closure timeframes when 
CCR is extracted for beneficial use during post-closure 
period. 
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Clean Air Act 

Rule Final/Proposed Status  Summary of Action  
Begin Actual Construction Under NSR Proposed; Comments 

closed 6/29/26. 
Proposal would allow construction, prior to obtaining 
an NSR permit, of certain components of a source that 
do not emit air pollutants. The definition of begin actual 
construction would exclude: (1) Engineering and design 
planning; (2) geotechnical investigation (surface and 
subsurface explorations); (3) clearing vegetation, 
grading, surveying, soil compacting and stabilization 
(including associated pile driving), and excavating land 
(including blasting or other removal of hardrock); (4) 
ordering of equipment and materials; (5) storing of 
equipment or setting up temporary trailers to house 
construction management or staff and contractor 
personnel; (6) paving surfaces. The proposed rule 
states this is not an exhaustive list. 

Rescission of Title V Emergency 
Affirmative Defense Rule 

Final The final rule rescinds the 2023 Affirmative Defense 
Rule. The 2023 rule removed emergency-related 
affirmative defense provisions from Federal regulations 
governing title V operating permit programs. The EPA is 
taking this final action in response to a September 5, 
2025, decision of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia (DC) Circuit which reversed the 
EPA’s 2023 Affirmative Defense Rule. This rescission 
reinstates the emergency-related affirmative defense 
provisions as they existed in the Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR) before promulgation of the 2023 
Affirmative Defense Rule. 



5 
 

Greenhouse Gas Endangerment 
Finding and Vehicle Standards 
Rescission 

Final Rescinds the 2009 findings of contribution and 
endangerment and repeals all greenhouse gas 
emission standards for light-duty, medium-duty, and 
heavy-duty vehicles and engines to effectuate the best 
reading of the Clean Air Act section 202(a)(1). 
American Public Health Association (APHA) v. EPA  

NSPS OOOOb/OOOOc Phase 1 
reconsideration final on 
4/9/26; Broader 
reconsideration not yet 
proposed. 

EPA has stated there is a forthcoming rule that would 
cover a broad reconsideration of the rules. April rule 
addressed temporary flaring of associated gas and vent 
gas net heating value monitoring.  

Carbon Pollution Standards Repeal  Proposed Proposed in 2025. Would rescind the Carbon Pollution 
Rule, also called “Clean Power Plan 2.0,” final rule that 
regulated GHGs from fossil fuel fired power plants.  

2024 PM2.5 NAAQS Final Commonwealth of Kentucky et al v. EPA – On June 26, 
the D.C. Circuit denied the consolidated challenges 
and EPA’s request for vacatur. The 9.0 µg/m³ annual 
standard remains effective. On August 28, 2026, a 
coalition of industry groups and states petitioned the 
Supreme Court to review the ruling.  

PM2.5 Designations Not yet proposed. On July 17, a federal district court ordered EPA to 
complete nationwide designations by 2/6/2027. EPA 
missed the statutory deadline of 2/7/2026.  

Ozone Transport/Good Neighbor SIPs Not yet proposed for 
Oklahoma. 

Oklahoma’s 2023 SIP disapproval has not been 
withdrawn or replaced. EPA’s disapproval of 
Oklahoma’s SIP has been judicially stayed since July 
2023. Judicial venue for the Oklahoma SIP disapproval 
was transferred by the US Supreme Court back to the 
10th Circuit Court of Appeals.  

Minor NSR Public Participation Proposed; Comments 
closed 8/21/26. 

EPA proposed eliminating the federal minimum public-
participation requirements for minor NSR programs 
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incorporated into SIPs, leaving notice and comment for 
minor sources and minor modifications to state 
discretion. 

Mercury Air Toxics (MATS) Amendments 
Repeal 

Final  In 2026, EPA repealed amendments that were finalized 
in 2024. Specifically, the EPA repealed the revised 
filterable particulate matter (fPM) emission standard, 
which serves as a surrogate for non-mercury hazardous 
air pollutant (HAP) metals for existing coal-fired EGUs; 
the revised fPM emission standard compliance 
demonstration requirements; and the revised mercury 
(Hg) emission standard for lignite-fired EGUs. 
Air Alliance Houston et al v. EPA – 2 separate cases with 
same caption, one challenging proclamations and one 
challenging rule repeal 

Natural Gas Turbine NOx NSPS Final Creates a new NSPS Subpart KKKKa (Quad-Ka) for this 
source category, which is applicable to affected 
sources constructed, modified, or reconstructed after 
Dec. 13, 2024. The rule creates a subcategory for 
stationary temporary combustion turbines. 
Environmental Defense Fund v. EPA  

 



ANNUAL OWNERSHIP DISCLOSURE 
As of September 1, 2026 

 
NO  NAME  POSITION  REGULATED ENTITIES  DESCRIPTION OF OWNERSHIP INTEREST, EMPLOYMENT 

AND/OR COMPENSATION   

1 Hillary Young  Engineering Manager IV, 
LPD  

Continental Resources Employee and employees spouse acquired mineral interests 
late last year; Continental Resources is the mineral lessee.  

2 TJ Wall Environmental Program 
Specialist III, AQD 

Troy Energy Employee inherited mineral interests earlier this year; Troy 
Energy is the mineral lessee. 

3     

4     

5     

 
 

Oklahoma Statutes Title 27A, Section 2-3-101(C) states: 
 
     Any employee of the Department in a technical, supervisory or administrative position relating to the review, issuance or enforcement of 
permits pursuant to this Code who is an owner, stockholder, employee or officer of, or who receives compensation from, any corporation, 
partnership, or other business or entity which is subject to regulation by the Department of Environmental Quality shall disclose such interest 
to the Executive Director. Such disclosure shall be submitted for Board review and shall be made a part of the Board minutes available to the 
public. This subsection shall not apply to financial interests occurring by reason of an employee's participation in the Oklahoma State 
Employees Deferred Compensation Plan or publicly traded mutual funds. 
 



Wednesday, January 20	 Tuesday, June 8	 Wednesday, 	 Tuesday, November 9
 	 Oklahoma City	 September 8	 McAlester
		  Weatherford	

Suggested Schedule 
2027 Environmental Quality Board Meetings

2003 OKC, Tulsa,  
Quartz Mountain

2011 OKC, Tulsa, Norman 2019 OKC, Ardmore,  
Woodward

2004 OKC, Stillwater,  
Shawnee, Miami

2012 OKC, Enid, Lawton 2020 OKC,*OKC,*OKC
         

2005 OKC, Roman Nose, Pryor,  
Braman

2013 OKC, Bartlesville,  
Muskogee

2021 *OKC, OKC, Bartlesville

2006 OKC, Ardmore,  
Tulsa

2014 OKC, McAlester,  
Quartz Mountain,  
Broken Arrow

2022 OKC, OKC,  
Quartz Mountain,  
Shawnee

2007 OKC, Guthrie, 
Weatherford

2015 OKC, OKC,  
Roman Nose, Chickasha

2023 OKC, Tulsa,  
Duncan

2008 OKC, Duncan, 
Tahlequah

2016 OKC, Stillwater, Ponca City 2024 OKC, OKC, Durant, Enid

2009 OKC, Tulsa, Ada 2017 OKC, Durant, Tahlequah 2025 OKC, OKC, Stillwater, 
 Tahlequah

2010 OKC, El Reno, 
Stillwater

2018 OKC, Weatherford, Guthrie 2026 OKC, OKC, Guymon, Ada

Previous Locations of Environmental Quality Board Meetings

AdaLawton

Ponca City

Tulsa

Henryetta

Chickasha

OKC

Norman

Woodward Owasso

Stroud
Elk City Muskogee

Ardmore

Miami

Altus

Guymon

Enid
Claremore

Alva

Poteau

BartlesvilleBraman

McAlester

Durant

Hooker

Weatherford

Okmulgee

Cushing

Frederick

Quartz Mountain

Shawnee

Roman Nose

Pryor

Guthrie

OKC 29 meetings

Tulsa 5 meetings

2 meetings

3 meetings

1 meeting

2003 - 2026

Duncan

Tahlequah
El Reno

Suggested 2027 meetings

Stillwater Broken Arrow

Bixby

Broken Bow

(*Virtual Meeting)

Wednesday, January 22Oklahoma City
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