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Board of Cosmetology and Barbering
MINUTES OF THE MEETING
January 12, 2026


1. Call to Order
     
Chair Leah Longest meeting of the Oklahoma State Board of Cosmetology and Barbering to order at 10:00 am on Monday January 12, 2026. The meeting was held at the State Cosmetology Board Office in Suite 74.
__________________________________________________________

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT
· Leah Longest
· Kyle Jarnagin
· Ericka Jackson
· Christie Luther
· Annie Jo Gilbert
· Joel Rogers
· Carla Dame
· Carla Wilkins
· Shelly Tate
Agency Members Present
· Mimi Casebolt, Interim Executive Director
· Mauri Pettis, Inspector
LEGAL COUNSEL
· Kylie Cooper, Assistant Attorney General
_______________________________________________________________
2.  Quorum
A quorum was confirmed, and the meeting proceeded according to the agenda. This regular meeting of the Oklahoma State Board of Cosmetology and Barbering has been convened in accordance with the Oklahoma Opening Meeting Act.


3.  Approval of Previous Board Minutes, November 10, 2025

· [bookmark: _Hlk214269829]Overview: The minutes were reviewed, and no changes or corrections were proposed.

· [bookmark: _Hlk215754921]Motion: To approve November 10, 2025 meeting minutes.

· [bookmark: _Hlk215755268]Moved by: Jarnagin
· Seconded by: Luther
· Vote:
Jarnagin: Yes
Jackson: Yes
Luther: Yes
Gilbert: Yes
Rogers: Yes
Dame: Yes
Wilkins: Yes
Tate: Yes
Frye: Yes


· Outcome: Motion passed.

4. Budget Report Christy Tubbs, OMES, Agency Business Services
· Overview: Discussion and possible action to approve or disapprove the budget report.

· Christy Tub was unable to attend the meeting.

· The board seems to be on track with the budget
· Christy has been monumental in helping with the budget

· Motion: To approve budget report.

· Moved by: Wilkens
Seconded by: Jarnagin
Vote:
Jarnagin: Yes
Jackson: Yes
Luther: Yes
Gilbert: Yes
Rogers: Yes
Dame: Yes
Wilkins: Yes
Tate: Yes
Frye: Yes

· Outcome: Motion passed.

__________________________________________________________
5.   Agency Report from Interim Executive Director Casebolt

· Overview: Discussion and possible action

· Introduction of two new board members: Pamela Frye and Shelly Tate
· Issued about 6,500 licenses in the last two months.
· Given about 430 exams (written and practical) in the last two months.
· Completed almost 600 inspections.
· Registered over 470 students.
· Apprenticeships have been on the rise with about eight in the last two months.
· Taken in about $7,100 in citations.
· Thomas and Wendy are new employees.
· Thomas is a new inspector.
· Wendy is a new student registrar.
· Ongoing issue with calls; back-to-back calls.
· Voicemail was turned off. Callers now receive a message stating that licensing coordinators are busy and to call back.
· Audit is ongoing for the period of fiscal year 20 to 25.
· Mail-in Renewals and Reciprocity Testing.
· Mail-in renewals are being processed around mid-December due to holidays and sickness.
· One employee is processing 100+ applications a day.
· Reciprocity testing is being done daily, about five tests a day.
· Board Member Comments
· The public perception is that there are not enough people answering the phones.
· There are four people answering phones for 77,000 licensees.
· State employee pay is not competitive with other jobs.
· Board members should help change the narrative and provide support to agency staff

· Motion: No motion was made.

· Outcome: No action was taken after discussion.
__________________________________________________________
6. Citations Hearing
· Overview: Discussion and possible action to convene in Executive Session pursuant to 25 O.S., §307(B)(1), in order to discuss the employment, hiring, appointment, promotion, demotion, disciplining, or resignation of a potential Executive Director, to include compensation. Should the Board enter Executive Session to deliberate, the following actions may be taken.
· Leah Longest is the chair of the board and presiding officer.
A motion was made to authorize AAG (Assistant Attorney General) Maule to open the record, make statements on the record regarding service effectiveness, rule on motions, and answer board questions on legal matters.
· The motion passed.
·  The board will vote on whether to uphold, dismiss, or partially uphold citations.
· Council will prepare final orders to be signed by the interim executive director and mailed to respondents.
·  The board takes official notice of the Oklahoma Administrative Procedures Act, the Oklahoma Cosmetology and Barbering Act, and Title 175 of the Oklahoma Administrative Code.
· [bookmark: _Hlk219288515]The hearing is being recorded as the official record.
· The motion passed.
·  The board will vote on whether to uphold, dismiss, or partially uphold citations.
·  Council will prepare final orders to be signed by the interim executive director and mailed to respondents.
· The board takes official notice of the Oklahoma Administrative Procedures Act, the Oklahoma Cosmetology and Barbering Act, and Title 175 of the Oklahoma Administrative Code.
·  The hearing is being recorded as the official record.

Citation OO14 (Hoa Tuyet Ly)
· AAG Maule opened the hearing record for citation 00014 for HO on January 12, 2026, at 11:20 AM.
·  A quorum of the board is present and has jurisdiction.
·  Board members confirmed they had no reason to be unable to accord the respondents a fair and impartial hearing.
· The board's prosecutor identified herself.
·  The respondent, Mr. or Ms. Ly, was not present.
·  The proceedings may be held in the respondent's absence, according to Oklahoma Administrative Code 175:5-1-57E.
·  Mauri Pettis, an inspector with the Oklahoma State Board of Cosmetology and Barbering,  was sworn in. 
·  He inspected LE Premier Nail Bar on October 15, 2025.
·  Exhibit A is the inspection report from LE Premier.
· [bookmark: _Hlk219295021] Hoa Tuyet had no Oklahoma license.
·  Pettis testified that he saw an unlicensed worker and wrote a citation (Exhibit B).
·  The respondent signed the citation.
·  Exhibit B was admitted into evidence.
· [bookmark: _Hlk219295233] The prosecutor asked the board to uphold the citation for practicing without an Oklahoma license.

·  Motion: To uphold the citation and impose the fine.
· Moved by: Luther
Seconded by: Jackson
Vote:
Jarnagin: Yes
Jackson: Yes
Luther: Yes
Gilbert: Yes
Rogers: Yes
Dame: Yes
Wilkins: Yes
Tate: Yes
Frye: Yes

· Outcome: Motion passed.
Citation 0020 (Karteau Nkansah)
The hearing record was opened for citation number 0020, regarding Karteau Nkansah.
· A quorum of the board is present and has jurisdiction.
· Board members confirmed they had no reason to be unable to accord the respondents a fair and impartial hearing.
· The respondent, Mr. or Ms. Karteau Nansah, was not present.
· Mauri Pettis was called to testify, having already been sworn in.
· He is an inspector and has been for six months.
· He inspected The Body Shop Salon on October 15, 2025. 
· Exhibit A is the document.
· Pettis testified that he saw a worker with an expired license and wrote a citation (Exhibit B).
· The respondent signed the citation.
· Exhibit B was admitted into evidence.
· [bookmark: _Hlk219296133]The prosecutor asked the board to uphold the citation for practicing with an expired Oklahoma license.

· Motion: To uphold the citation and impose the fine.
· [bookmark: _Hlk219296178]Moved by: Jarnagin
Seconded by: Tate
Vote:
Jarnagin: Yes
Jackson: Yes
Luther: Yes
Gilbert: Yes
Rogers: Yes
Dame: Yes
Wilkins: Yes
Tate: Yes
Frye: Yes

· Outcome: Motion passed.

Citation 00326 (Whitney Woodard)
The hearing record is now open for citation number 326, Whitney Woodard.
· A quorum is present, and the board has jurisdiction.
·  Board members confirm no reasons preventing a fair hearing.
· Kylie Cooper identifies herself as the board's prosecutor.
·  Whitney Woodard is not present.
·  Proceedings may be held in the respondent's absence per Oklahoma Administrative Code 175:15-7e.
·  If violations occurred, the board may uphold the citation and impose a fine.
·  Mauri Pettis, an inspector for six months, presents the case.
·  Inspected Waves salon on October 2, 2025, and found Whitney Woodard’s license expired in July 2023.
·  State Exhibit A, the inspection report, is entered into evidence.
·  A citation was issued for working with an expired license, and the respondent signed it.
·  State Exhibit C, the citation, is entered into evidence.
· [bookmark: _Hlk219296677] The prosecutor asks the board to uphold the citation

· Motion: To uphold the citation and impose the fine.
· Moved by: Rogers
Seconded by: Jarnagin
Vote:
Jarnagin: Yes
Jackson: Yes
Luther: Yes
Gilbert: Yes
Rogers: Yes
Dame: Yes
Wilkins: Yes
Tate: Yes
Frye: Yes

· Outcome: Motion passed

Citation 00328 (Katelynn Epps)
· The hearing record is now open for citation number 328, Katelynn Epps
·  A quorum is present, and the board has jurisdiction.
·  Board members confirm no reasons preventing a fair hearing.
·  Kylie identifies herself as the board's prosecutor.
·  Caitlin X is not present.
· Proceedings may be held in the respondent's absence per Oklahoma Administrative Code 175:15-7e.
·  Mauri Pettis, an inspector for six months
·  Inspected US Hair on October 3, 2025, and found Caitlyn's license expired in June 2025.
·  State Exhibit A, the inspection report, is entered into evidence.
·  A citation was issued for working with an expired license.
·  State Exhibit B, the citation, is entered into evidence.
· [bookmark: _Hlk219357561] The prosecutor asks the board to uphold the citation.


· Motion: To uphold the citation and impose the fine.
· Moved by: Rogers
Seconded by: Dame
Vote:
Jarnagin: Yes
Jackson: Yes
Luther: Yes
Gilbert: Yes
Rogers: Yes
Dame: Yes
Wilkins: Yes
Tate: Yes
Frye: Yes

· Outcome: Motion passed
Citation 00329 (Katie Gaither)
· [bookmark: _Hlk219359527]The hearing record is now open for citation number 00329 Katie Gaither
· A quorum is present, and the board has jurisdiction.
·  Board members confirm no reasons preventing a fair hearing.
·  Kylie identifies herself as the board's prosecutor.
·  Kaite Gaither is not present.
· Proceedings may be held in the respondent's absence per Oklahoma Administrative Code 175:15-7e.
·  Mauri Pettis, an inspector for six months.
·  Inspected US Hair on October 3, 2025, and found Katie Gaither’s license expired in June 2024.
·  State Exhibit A, the inspection report, is entered into evidence.
·  A citation was issued for working with an expired license.
·  State Exhibit B, the citation, is entered into evidence.
·  The prosecutor asks the board to uphold the citation.

·  Motion: To uphold the citation and impose the fine.


· Moved by: Luther
Seconded by: Jackson
Vote:
Jarnagin: Yes
Jackson: Yes
Luther: Yes
Gilbert: Yes
Rogers: Yes
Dame: Yes
Wilkins: Yes
Tate: Yes
Frye: Yes.

· Outcome: Motion passed.
Citation Number 00335 (Thao Nguyen)
· Hearing record is now open.
· Board members present; the board has jurisdiction.
·  Board members confirm no reason to be unable to accord a fair hearing.
·  A quorum is present, and the board has jurisdiction.
·  Board members confirm no reasons preventing a fair hearing.
·  Kylie identifies herself as the board's prosecutor.
·  Respondent Thao Nguyen is not present.
·  Employed as an inspector for six months.
·  Inspected Next Gen Nails and Lashes on October 3, 2025.
·  State's exhibit A: Inspection report from Next Gen Nails and Lashes.
·  Motion to admit state's exhibit A into evidence is sustained.
·  State's exhibit B: Citation issued to Thao Nguyen on September 25, 2025, for working without an Oklahoma license (first offense).
· Thao Nguyen signed the citation.
·  Motion to admit state's exhibit C into evidence is sustained.
·  Follow-up inspection: Thao Nguyen was working again without a license. 
· State's exhibit C: Citation for working without a license (second offense).
·  Thao Nguyen signed the citation.
· Motion to admit state's exhibit C into evidence is sustained.
·  The prosecutor asks the board to uphold the citation.

· [bookmark: _Hlk219375310]Motion: To uphold the citation and impose the fine.
· [bookmark: _Hlk219366964]Moved by: Rogers
Seconded by: Dame
Vote:
Jarnagin: Yes
Jackson: Yes
Luther: Yes
Gilbert: Yes
Rogers: Yes
Dame: Yes
Wilkins: Yes
Tate: Yes
Frye: Yes

· Outcome: Motion passed.
Citation Number 00339
The hearing record was opened for citation 00339
· A quorum of the board is present and has jurisdiction.
· Board members confirmed they had no reason to be unable to accord the respondents a fair and impartial trial.
· The respondent Mylon T. Le was not present.
·  Mauri Pettis was called to testify, having already been sworn in.
·  He is an inspector and has been for 6 months.
·  He inspected Merle Norman Cosmetics and Salon and Spa October, 7, 2025
· Exhibit A was admitted into evidence.
· Pettis testified that he saw Mylon T. Le working with an expired license and wrote a citation (Exhibit B).
· The respondent signed the citation.
· Exhibit B was admitted into evidence.
· The prosecutor asks that the board uphold the citation.


· Motion: To uphold the citation and impose the fine.

· Moved by: Dame 
· Seconded by: Frye
Vote:
Jarnagin: Yes
Jackson: Yes
Luther: Yes
Gilbert: Yes
Rogers: Yes
Dame: Yes
Wilkins: Yes
Tate: Yes
Frye: Yes

· Outcome: Motion passed

__________________________________________________________
7.  Executive Session
· [bookmark: _Hlk219375510]Overview: Discussion and possible action to convene in Executive Session in order to discuss the employment, hiring, appointment, promotion, demotion, disciplining, or resignation of a potential Executive Director (Candidate A) to include compensation.

· Motion: To enter executive session to discuss the employment, hiring, appointment, promotion, demotion, disciplining, or resignation of a potential executive director, including compensation.


· Moved by: Wilkins
Seconded by: Dame
Vote:
Jarnagin: Yes
Jackson: Yes
Luther: Yes
Gilbert: Yes
Rogers: Yes
Dame: Yes
Wilkins: Yes
Tate: Yes
Frye: Yes

· Outcome: Motion passed

· Motion: To exit executive session.


· [bookmark: _Hlk219375649]Moved by: Jarnagin
Seconded by: Luther
Vote:
Jarnagin: Yes
Jackson: Yes
Luther: Yes
Gilbert: Yes
Rogers: Yes
Dame: Yes
Wilkins: Yes
Tate: Yes
Frye: Yes

· Outcome: Motion passed

· Motion: To table agenda item number seven pertaining to executive director hiring.

· Moved by: Gilbert
Seconded by: Dame
Vote:
Jarnagin: Yes
Jackson: Yes
Luther: Yes
Gilbert: Yes
Rogers: Yes
Dame: Yes
Wilkins: Yes
Tate: Yes
Frye: Yes

· Outcome: Motion passed
__________________________________________________________
8.  Executive Session
· Overview: Discussion and possible action to convene in Executive Session in order to discuss the employment, hiring, appointment, promotion, demotion, disciplining, or resignation of a potential Executive Director (Candidate B) to include compensation.

· Motion: No Motion was made

· Outcome: To be taken up at a later date.
__________________________________________________________
9.  Executive Session
· Overview: Discussion and possible action to convene an executive session pursuant to 25 OS 307 (B)(4) and consistent with 2005 OK AG 29 for the purpose of confidential communication between the board and council from the Oklahoma office of the Attorney general regarding pending EEOC complaint number 564-202-506, where council has determined that disclosure will seriously impair the ability of the board to conduct the litigation in the public interest. Should the board enter Executive Session to deliberate, the following actions may be taken.

· Motion: To enter Executive Session.

· Moved by: Rogers
Seconded by: Wilkins
Vote:
Jarnagin: Yes
Jackson: Yes
Luther: Yes
Gilbert: Yes
Rogers: Yes
Dame: Yes
Wilkins: Yes
Tate: Yes
Frye: Yes

· Outcome: Motion passed.

__________________________________________________________

10. Massage Therapy Advisory Board update (Laura Grisso-Eyster)
· Overview: Advisory board updates.

· Therapy board last met on December 4, 2026.
· Legislative committee discussed prosed legislation.
· Prosed legislation was not ready for presentation.

· Outcome: No motion was made.
__________________________________________________________
11. Lobbyist Registrations

· Overview: Discussion and possible action regarding lobbyist registrations.

· A discussion was held regarding lobbyist registrations.
· Carla Dame and Joel Rogers, were both nominated as the two legislative liaisons.

· Motion: To make Carla Dame and Joel Rogers the two legislative liaisons.

· Moved by: Luther
Seconded by: Jackson
Vote:
Jarnagin: Yes
Jackson: Yes
Luther: Yes
Gilbert: Yes
Rogers: Yes
Dame: Yes
Wilkins: Yes
Tate: Yes
Frye: Yes

· Outcome: Motion passed.
__________________________________________________________

12. Legion Tech Inc. Estimate 
· Overview: Discussion and possible action to approve the Legion Tech estimate regarding firewall renewal.

· Motion: To approve estimate.

· Moved by: Jarnagin
Seconded by: Rogers
Vote:
Jarnagin: Yes
Jackson: Yes
Luther: Yes
Gilbert: Yes
Rogers: Yes
Dame: Yes
Wilkins: Yes
Tate: Yes
Frye: Yes

· Outcome: Motion passed.


13. Sunset Hearing

· Overview: Discussion and possible action regarding sunset hearing for January 21, 2026 at 4:15.

• Two bills have been filed to extend the life of the agency.
• One by Representative Robert.
• One by Representative Hendricks.
• The legislators are trying to extend the agency's life for three to five years.
• They are pushing for five years but are happy with three.
• The speaker believes the transparency portion is key in letting the legislators know that the agency wants to work with them.
• The newly elected legislative liaison will need to have "boots on the ground" to stay in 
contact with the people who are on the agency's side.
• Agency members are not allowed to speak on behalf of the agency but can speak 
on behalf of their own personal experiences.

· Motion: No motion made.
_______________________________________________________________
14. New Business

· Overview: New business which could not have been reasonably foreseen prior to postin of meeting agenda.

· No new business to discuss.

· Motion: No motion was made.
_______________________________________________________________

15. Public Comment

· No public comments were made.


16. Board Adjourment

· Time: 11:28

· Outcome: Meeting adjourned



End of Board Meeting Minutes for January 12, 2025.
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