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Domestic violence calls are some of the most complex, high-liability, and high-risk
cases patrol officers respond to. An effective response requires more than separating
parties and writing a report — it demands a clear understanding of victim behavior,
trauma, legal standards, and evidence-based investigative practices that support
successful prosecution.

This breakout session is a condensed version of the full 8-hour Evidence-Based
Domestic Violence Investigations course. In this one-hour overview, attendees will
receive focused, practical insights into the most critical components of domestic
violence investigations, including:

e Domestic violence laws and statutory definitions

e The dynamics of abuse and barriers to victim reporting
e Trauma-informed interviewing techniques

e Strangulation awareness and investigative priorities

e Statutory obligations and officer liability

e Protective orders and enforcement considerations

e Evidence collection and report writing that supports prosecution

While compressed to fit a one-hour conference format, this session delivers high-
iImpact takeaways patrol officers can immediately apply in the field. The goal is to
strengthen investigations, improve victim outcomes, and enhance prosecutorial
success through evidence-based practices.
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